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OVERVIEW	  
 

UNDERSTAND AND MOVE IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TODAY 

Series Passage:  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8 (ESV) 

A. MOVE	  IN	  FAITH	  IN	  2017	  
Ask yourself, which is easier? Finding out about the Christian FAITH, or living it out? Figuring out what 
to do, or doing it? If you’re like most people, it’s always easier to know what to do. Putting it into action 
requires so much more on our part, and we are unable to do it in our own strength. 

For 2017, our theme is “MOVE IN FAITH” and we are spending the year focused on Evangelism and 
being “Faithful to the Mission”. This year we look at the book of Acts (short for Acts of the Apostles). It is 
the account of how the church started and how it spread from Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and then to all 
the world. What’s amazing isn’t the strategy they used, or the teachings in the book. For most of the 
book, it’s ordinary (often simple) people who just testified about their own experience with God. They 
were courageous “witnesses”. Jesus had a vision for his household of FAITH, and it was one that reached 
out, empowered by the Holy Spirit! He saw his church taking risks, doing adventurous things, moving in 
the supernatural … changing the world. 

For 2017, our theme will be “MOVE IN FAITH” and we will spend the year focused 
on Evangelism and being “Faithful to the Mission”. 

B. INTRODUCTION	  TO	  THE	  "PENTECOSTAL"	  SERIES	  
The “Pentecostal” Home Group series has been designed to practically teach us about the five 
distinctives of Pentecostal Christianity, so we can live more effective Christian lives. At FGAM we have 
people attending from many different church backgrounds as well as those who have grown up in the 
house. Not often do we take the time to explain why we value some of the things we do, and how these 
can be explained theologically. This series provides such an opportunity! 

We strongly believe that our lives should be fuelled and empowered by the Holy Spirit 

Being grounded in scripture, the Pentecostal distinctives actually help us to live out our call to be 
witnesses empowered by the Holy Spirit. You may recall, last year we did a series on the Apostles creed, 
which outlined the core tenants of our faith common to all denominations of Christianity. Now, we want 
to take a look at the five factors that distinguish the Pentecostal expression from the other Christian 
traditions. We do this while being mindful that people from other traditions may have a different 
understanding of the Holy Spirit. While we may not always agree it is important that we have the time to 
discuss them openly, as well as accept and affirm one another as we are still all brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  
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At its core, Pentecostalism is characterised by a life that is fuelled and empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
Manifestations of the Holy Spirit were a central distinctive in the early church, and also in more recent 
Pentecostal movement birthed in the Azuza street revival in the early 1900’s. History of revival shows 
that this movement spread rapidly as God impacted lives and churches throughout the world. The point 
of this series isn’t so much about promoting a denomination or a particular structure, but rather to invite 
you into a life with the Holy Spirit. Hopefully, it will explain why we do the things we do and 
emphasize these five distinctive in our everyday church life. 

It’s our hope that biblical explanation, and home group discussion will encourage 
people to enter into the many gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

In addition, we recommend that each person systematically read through the book of Acts. Taking time 
to read scripture and soak in the home group material will help you to reflect on what a “normal” 
church should look like and build your confidence in walking in the Holy Spirit.  

We also recommend the Acts Weekly devotional prepared by our Pastoral team, which is available on 
the FGAM App. 

 

 

BOOK OF ACTS READING GUIDE 

Week Reading  Topic 

1-2 (Session 1) Acts 1-5 Birth of the Church 

3-4 (Session 2) Acts 6-12 Spread of the Gospel 

5-6 (Session 3) Acts 13-16 The first missionaries 

7-8 (Session 4) Acts 17-22 Reactions to the Gospel 

9-10 (Session 5) Acts 23-28 Paul’s arrest and trials 

 

Keywords:  Holy Spirit • Kingdom of God • Witness 

F.A.I.T.H. emphasis: Faithful to the Mission • Active and Personally Involved 

 

C. Recommended	  Reading	  	  
− The Book of Acts (Bible) 
− Be Daring Series by Warren W. Wiersbe 
− Called to be Church by Anthony Robinson 
− Acts by NT Wright 
− True Stories of the Miracles of Azuza Street and Beyond by Tommy Welchel 
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Session	  1:	  Radical	  Openness	  to	  God	  
God	  can	  do	  anything	  

Key passage: “Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”  
Ephesians 3:20-21 (ESV) 

A. INTRODUCTION	  AND	  PURPOSE	  OF	  THE	  SESSION	  
Is God restricted in his power or action? Often, without consciously knowing it, we can limit God. This 
is usually based on our previous life experience and our perception of God. We can so easily think that 
God wont do one thing or another. The first distinctive of the Pentecostal faith is to believe God can do 
anything. This is what we mean by being radically open to God.  

God responds to our faith. If we heard stories today of people released from prison while chained to 
guards, earthquakes brought on specifically by prayer, or being instantly transported from one place to 
another, what would our first reaction be? Curiosity? Unbelief? Each of those (and much more) 
happened to the apostles in the book of Acts. They certainly understood the types of miracles God 
would do and he supernaturally intervened time and time again, so that the Gospel would go forth. 

This series aims to explain why we are Pentecostal and what that means. So many come to FGA from 
other denominations, or grow up in the church without a clear explanation of why we believe certain 
Pentecostal practices. Here, we use the book of Acts as the example of normal church.  

This first session lays the foundation for the Pentecostal expression of Christianity, to expect God to do 
the unexpected. It is often our faith that releases his power and kingdom into our situations.  

This session challenges us to let God out of our box. 

B. VIDEO	  GUIDE	  (SESSION	  ONE,	  8:44	  MINUTES)	  
The video guide can be completed as you listen to Pastor Chris Ong share about our majestic God in 
Session One of the Pentecostal Series. The “answers” to the blanks are shown in parentheses. 

• We have a tendency for the _____________ because it’s the _____________ thing to do in most 
situations. 

• We just have to accept that our God is _____________ than our _____________ can 
comprehend. 

• We are going to use the book of Acts as an example of a _____________ church as Jesus 
intended it to be. 

• Every church has a unique _____________ emphasis and a unique _____________ role it plays 
in the wider Kingdom of Christ. 

• God’s _____________ continues to work even after the book of Acts, and establishment of the 
Bible as it is _____________ _____________ _____________ forever and ever. 

• In the book of Acts, while the experience of the Holy Spirit was new it was _____________ 
(consistent) with God’s Word, his _____________, and his _____________. 

• The gospel was always meant to head out in _____________. 
• God is restricted by is _____________ but not by his _____________. 
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C. SCRIPTURE	  READING	  (Ephesians	  3:14-‐21)	  	  
 

D. MAIN	  POINT	  	  

If you are radically open to God then all kinds of things are possible. Don't put limits 
on what a majestic God can do. 

The Book of Acts is filled with stories of unexpected things God did as the church emerged. Acts starts 
with the resurrected Jesus promising his disciples to be empowered by Holy Spirit. When it happens, the 
Spirit comes in the form of visible fire upon the believers and they spoke in languages they had never 
learned. This had never happened before, it was a totally new experience, yet it had been prophesied in 
Scripture (Joel 2:28). 

While we often speak as if we believe God is all-powerful and can do anything, do we really believe it? 
If yes, then it should be reflected in the way we pray and live our lives. Unfortunately, in reality we often 
put limits on God. It seems crazy to put limits on the creator of our universe but we do. If we drill down, 
we commonly find we do this to justify our lack of faith or obedience.  

Faith is what is needed for us to experience God at work. If we believe God can do anything it releases 
hope and all types of possibilities for God to transform our lives and the lives of those around us. This is 
a core belief of the Pentecostal expression of Christianity. Our faith should be evidenced practically; it is 
not just what we believe, but the way we live as a result of our faith. 

 

E. DISCUSSION	  QUESTIONS	  
 

1. What are some ways that we can sometimes put God in a box? Are we content with our interaction 
with God?  

 

 

 

2. How does the Holy Spirit help us to explore the richness of God’s plans and kingdom? What is your 
understanding of the Holy Spirit and His character and role? 

 

 

 

3. What can we do to allow God to work more radically and openly in our lives? 
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New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:  
“Paul didn’t let his small size and lack of eloquence limit what God could do through him. 
Paul took the limits off God and literally changed the world. Two thousand years later, we 

are still talking about him, and more importantly, we are still benefiting from the 
revelations the Lord gave him. He wrote half of the books of the New Testament.”  

Andrew Wommack 

F. 	  APPLICATION	  
During each session, we will learn to apply the teaching by praying for one another.  

What can the Home Group pray for that only an all-powerful God can do? 

Open yourself to him again and acknowledge he is all-powerful. Invite Jesus to do the unexpected in 
your life. Trust him with a heartfelt Amen (Amen means so be it!). If necessary, ask God to forgive you 
for limiting him and for not fully trusting or following him. 

G. LOOKING	  FORWARD	  
In the next session, we will look at the second distinctive of Pentecostalism and learn more about the 
supernatural reality we live in. 
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Session	  2:	  SUPER	  Natural	  Reality	  
The	  Holy	  Spirit	  and	  tongues	  

Key passage: "For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, again 

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” Ephesians 6:12 (ESV) 

A. INTRODUCTION	  AND	  PURPOSE	  OF	  THE	  SESSION	  
As with other followers of the Christian faith, Pentecostals hold to the core doctrines of the Trinity, the 
deity of Jesus Christ, and the existence of a personal devil. The spiritual (unseen) realm constantly 
interacts with the natural (seen) realm. The Bible tells us that the unseen realm greatly impacts the world 
around us and we daily engage in spiritual warfare. This is one of the reasons the Holy Spirit equips us 
with gifts, in order to be strengthened to bring God’s kingdom on earth.  

Pentecostals believe there is an experience available to every believer, for the Holy Spirit to fill them, 
often evidenced by speaking in tongues. "Tongues" is the English translation of the New Testament 
Greek word "charisma," which is one of nine gifts of the Spirit described in 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 in the 
New Testament. Some believe "tongues," is speaking known languages, but which are unfamiliar to the 
speaker; others believe "tongues" is speaking in languages unknown to anyone. Still others believe both 
are possibilities. 

The primary purpose for speaking in tongues for us to be spiritually strengthened. No way are tongues a 
determiner of how spiritual we are. The ability to speak in other tongues is a gift that the Holy Spirit 
gives us. We should be thankful and make full use of it.  

Speaking in an unlearned language is a common gift given by the Holy Spirit for our 
personal edification and spiritual strengthening. 

B. SESSION	  VIDEO	  GUIDE	  (SESSION	  TWO,	  8:44	  MINUTES)	  
Complete the key sentences in the video guide as you listen to Pastor Chris Ong speak on the 
supernatural aspects of Pentecostalism.  

• Recap of Session One asks the question “Do you have God in a _____________?” 
• The Pentecostal series aims to help you _____________  and _____________ in the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 
• We want to ground what we _____________ in _____________ _____________ and the 

_____________. 
• Tongues is not the _____________ or the _____________, but it is _____________ of the 

manifestations of being filled with the Holy Spirit. 
• Everything in this world is charged with _____________. 
• You have to do extra work to _____________  the _____________ from Scripture. 

 
Reasons why we need the Holy Spirit 
• Jesus _____________ us to receive the Holy Spirit (John 20:22). 
• The Holy Spirit is the _____________ _____________ of the trinity. 
• _________ (has the manifestation of the Holy Spirit for the _____________ _____________. 
• No one can say _____________ _____________ _____________ except by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 

12:4). 
• Tongues are for your _____________. They are _____________ for you (1 Cor. 14:4). 
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• Speaking in tongues _____________ you to engage with God and the spiritual world without 
being limited by your own _____________ and the things that you can _____________  of. 

• When you pray in tongues the Holy Spirit _____________ for you. 
 

Three ways the Holy Spirit can help you when you pray 
1. You don't need to _____________ how to pray because the Holy Spirit can pray for you. 
2. The Holy Spirit helps you in your _____________. 
3. The Holy Spirit will keep on _____________ on your behalf. 

 

C. SCRIPTURE	  READING	  (1	  Corinthians	  12:1-‐11)	  

D. MAIN	  POINT	  
We live in a supernaturally charged world. Spirits are a common part of almost every culture, not 
because they are a common superstition, but because people have real spiritual encounters with angelic 
and demonic realms. In fact, it is only recently that our age of science and rationalism has resulted in 
questioning the supernatural reality as most spiritual encounters are unable to be confirmed by scientific 
measurement. 

The birth of the Pentecostal movement at Azuza Street (Los Angeles) in the early 1900’s was 
characterized by the supernatural. People that were hungry for the baptism in the Holy Spirit not only 
encountered God, they were empowered to release healing and miracles to those in need. There were 
also accounts of the shekinah glory of God coming in the form of a thick mist where children played 
hide-and-seek, and on certain nights fire was seen shooting from the rooftop converging with flames 
coming from the sky, but the building was not physically burning (further reading: True Stories of the 
Miracles of Azuza Street and Beyond by Tommy Welchel). 

God is beyond our natural world; scripture makes no apologies for its supernatural stories and neither 
should we. Acts reveals how “normal” supernatural occurrences were in the early church and it remains 
so in the spiritually charged world we live in. In fact, God expects us to be knowledgeable about our 
supernatural world, such as that described by Paul in Ephesians 6:12.  

Having freedom to come to God through Christ means we can have full confidence in our daily life as 
we have access to greater methods and spiritual resources through the Holy Spirit. This session we focus 
on one of those resources, the gift of speaking in other tongues. The gift of tongues is one of the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit given for the common good, but it is the only gift that is primarily given for personal 
edification (1 Cor 14:4).  

Spiritual gifts are given by God for the common good (to bless others). Speaking in 
other tongues is the only gift primarily given for our personal edification. 

E. DISCUSSION	  QUESTIONS	  
1. What are some of the supernatural elements of our faith common to all Christian denominations? 

 

 

2. Read Acts 19:2-7. What are your experiences with tongues? What questions do you have about 
tongues and how it’s lived out at FGA and in our personal lives? 
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New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:  

Speaking in tongues is one of the common evidences of being filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Despite that it is a very common gift, it has been the source of controversy 

even from the first experiences of the disciples. 

F. APPLICATION	  
If you have any further questions about the gift of tongues now is a good time to ask. Pray for those who 
would like to receive the gift but have not yet done so. The only pre-requisite to receive the gift is that 
they are born again into new life in Christ and are hungry to receive from God.  

To pray for the baptism in the Holy Spirit of the gift of tongues, sing one worship song together and 
invite the Holy Spirit to come. Then lay hands on the person releasing the gift of tongues. Ask them to 
open their mouth to say a few words. If they are struggling, pray in tongues with them so they can 
clearly hear. Sometimes it doesn't happen immediately. Encourage them to believe they have received 
it, and just practice at home or in the car or whatever as they commune with the Lord.  

G. 	  LOOKING	  FORWARD	  
Next session we will look at the third distinctive of Pentecostalism, how God is interested in all of our 
lives. 	  
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Session	  3:	  Restoration	  of	  the	  Whole	  
Person	  

God	  cares	  about	  your	  whole	  being	  
Key passage: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the 

Lord's favor.” Luke 4:18-19 (ESV)  

A. INTRODUCTION	  AND	  PURPOSE	  OF	  THE	  SESSION	  
A key aspect of Pentecostal beliefs is that God wants us to live a healthy and full life. This is not 
necessarily a life of comfort with God meeting our every desire, but it is one where we are intimately 
engaged with God and experience his supernatural restoration so we can be a blessing. We can be hurt 
emotionally physically and spiritually, through the ups and downs, both our own sin and that which is 
done to us. The good news is Jesus came to make us whole. We can experience that in part now, but we 
will experience it fully when Jesus returns.  

As we study the scripture, we see that healing was a normal part of Jesus’ ministry and common in the 
early church. The Bible also teaches about the gifts of the Holy Spirit, including “gifts of healings”. 
Healings and miracles continue to be a prominent feature when the Holy Spirit moves today. Knowing 
that God is interested in the whole person then allows us to engage with people in a variety of 
meaningful every day ways. 

Knowing that God is interested in the whole person then allows us to engage with 
people in a variety of meaningful, every day ways. 

B. SESSION	  VIDEO	  GUIDE	  (SESSION	  THREE,	  10:51	  MINUTES)	  
Complete the video guide as you listen to Pastor Chris Ong speak on healing as a key hallmark of 
Pentecostal expression.  

• In the early church miracles were a _____________ part of church experience. 
• God cares about _____________ of you. 
• Jesus ministry is the fulfilment of _____________ _____________ (Is. 61:1-3). 
• Some Christians believe that the healing prophesied was only talking about _____________ 

healing not _____________ healing. 
• Jesus ministry demonstrates that the prophetic mandate can be understood _____________ not 

just in _____________ terms.  
• God is able to affect your _____________ life. 
• God is not your personal _____________. Our faith is not a _____________. 
• Everything that you may be worried about, you can _____________ to God for it. 
• The _____________ reality is always much shorter than _____________. 
• God doesn't _____________ heal. 
• We are not _____________ like God. 
• Our _____________ is a key to how prayer works. 
• Some of us have the _____________ _____________ _____________ for the extension of his 

kingdom. 
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C. SCRIPTURE	  READING	  (Luke	  4:14-‐20,	  Ministry	  of	  Jesus)	  

D. MAIN	  POINT	  

God is interested in restoring all things 

It is clear throughout scripture that God wants his people whole. One of the great distinctives of the 
Pentecostal movement is that we’ve grown to understand that God is interested in all aspects of our 
world and our life. We see in the text (and in the Book of Acts and the Gospels) that God cared about 
people who were poor, sick and oppressed. We must never feel that God doesn’t care about a particular 
area of our lives (or a particular area of the world for that matter). 

In today’s session, we emphasise healing. Not because it’s the only way that God works miraculously, 
but because it’s a really good example of God caring for the whole person.   

Healing and restoration was a common part of Christ’s ministry (just look through the gospels) as well as 
the church (see Acts). The key passage is one where Jesus reads a part of Old Testament prophecy 
foretelling the ministry of the Messiah (Is. 61:1-3). While the Jews were expecting a deliverer from 
oppression by the Romans, Jesus came to bring freedom of a different kind. Perhaps this was to 
emphasise that it is not your circumstances that brings true freedom, but only the Spirit of God. Even 
when John the Baptist questioned Jesus about his ministry and intentions, Jesus’ reply echoed that of 
Isaiah’s prophecy, one where the kingdom of God was being actively demonstrated as Jesus interacted 
with people’s every day needs (Matt. 11:2-6). 

Despite that God is keen on bringing wholeness (1 Thes. 5:23-24), we need to be careful to avoid 
extremes. Jesus is our Lord, not our personal servant. While we are encouraged to actively pursue God 
for healing, but he doesn't always heal. Neither do we live by type of theology that excludes the input 
from the medical profession, as we see this is also a grace provision from God. The main point is 
because God is interested in the whole person we can confidently stand with others in prayer for God to 
meet our great variety of needs. 

Because God is interested in the whole person we can confidently stand with others 
in prayer for God to meet a great variety of needs. 

E. DISCUSSION	  QUESTIONS	  
 

1. What kinds of things do you pray for? And do our prayers have any effect on God? 

 

 

2. Have you experienced healing from God? Share your experience with others. 

 

 

3. OPTIONAL: Why do you think God doesn't always heal? What is a good way to respond when he 
doesn't heal? 
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New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:  
Jesus came so that we could experience true freedom and wholeness. This begins by 

surrendering our lives to him without reservation. “So if the Son sets you free, you 
will be free indeed.” John 8:36 

F. 	  APPLICATION	  
Spend some time praying for healing among your home group members. If no one needs healing you 
may also pray for relatives of friends who need God’s miracle power.  

You may also choose to seek God for the Gift of Healing. If someone in your group has that gift, release 
them to activate others in the group. Gifts of healing and other spiritual gifts are for building up of the 
body, so ask the Lord for opportunities to pray for people. Encourage one another to step out in boldness 
and expect God to heal through you, knowing he cares deeply for the person you are praying for. 

G. LOOKING	  FORWARD	  
Next session we will look at the third distinctive of Pentecostalism, how are lives are naturally full of 
emotion and story. We will discover the value and power of our personal story (testimony). 
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Session	  4:	  	  Real	  Life	  is	  Full	  of	  	  
Emotion	  &	  Story	  

The	  power	  of	  personal	  testimony	  	  
Key passage:  "Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived 

that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 
recognized that they had been with Jesus. But seeing the man who was healed 

standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition.” Acts 4:13-14 

A. INTRODUCTION	  AND	  PURPOSE	  OF	  THE	  SESSION	  
One could imagine the excitement of the early apostles. Jerusalem must have been buzzing after Peter 
preached the first sermon (Acts 2), and people were “cut to the heart” by his anointed words as he called 
people to repent. Imagine the joy that must have enveloped all the disciples when thousands of new 
believers were added to the group of disciples. Theses strange things must have been fascinating and talk 
was on everyone’s lips.  

One of the ways the gospel spreads so powerfully is through people’s personal testimony. It is easy to 
underestimate the effect that sharing our story can have on others as a witness to God’s goodness. The 
truth is, barely anyone looks for a theological explanation, they are far more keen to listen to your story. 
A person’s testimony can be termed theology in action, where a living God intersects with human life. 
Personal testimony is a form of evidence that cannot be refuted. This session we want to take time to 
lean and develop a culture of story telling. This is not to attract attention to themselves, but a way of 
powerfully proclaiming the gospel.  

B. SESSION	  VIDEO	  OUTLINE	  (SESSION	  FOUR,	  7:39	  MINUTES)	  
This video session covers the value of real life stories as a witness to God: 

• This session we look at the _____________ of life. 
• The book of Acts is not just a _____________ book it is a collection of _____________ of the 

Apostles experiences with God. 
• We should not _____________ in church, but come to God and allow him to _____________ 

your life. 
• In Acts 3 there is an account of Peter and John healing the lame man. You see the raw ____ 

(emotion) in the story as the man walks and _____________ and praises God after he is healed. 
• In a Pentecostal church people can _____________ their _____________  range of emotion. 
• We do not want to encourage a _____________ with our every day lives in place of 

_____________. 
• We learn in more ways than just _____________ and _____________, we also learn from 

_____________. 
• Real life stories are very hard to _____________. 
• A _____________ life is a powerful way to preach the Gospel. 
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C. SCRIPTURE	  READING	  (Acts	  3:1-‐10;	  Acts	  4:1-‐22)	  

D. MAIN	  POINT	  

We want to learn and develop a culture of story-telling our testimony, as a powerful 
way of proclaiming the Gospel.  

Think about any good movie you have watched. The major two components would have been a 
gripping story line that engaged your emotions. It’s enthralling. We love it. Emotion and story is 
completely natural to us. God also uses story as method of dialoguing with us. Think of Jesus sermons. 
Many were illustrated by parables or stories, and some were very dramatic (emotionally provoking). In 
fact, much of the Bible is written in narrative. For God knows that story is the primary way we are 
hardwired to learn.  

In church, we want to encourage each other to be our true selves and freely express who we are. To 
share our stories with each other, and listen to what’s been happening. Rejoice with those who are 
happy and cry with those who mourn. Jesus did the same. Normal life is full of emotion and we are 
called to genuinely relate to others as we discover and testify of God’s presence in our own ups and 
downs.  

Sharing your personal story is also a very powerful way of proclaiming the gospel. Like the experience of 
Peter and John, no one can refute it (Acts 4:13-14). Let’s take this opportunity to share with each other so 
we become better equipped for God to use us. 

E. DISCUSSION	  QUESTIONS	  
 

1. Have you been impacted by someone else’s story? Share about a significant time. 

 

 

2. What qualities make for a good salvation testimony? 

 

 

New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:  
""In my life, the stories I have heard from my family, my friends, my community, 

and from willing strangers all over the world have been the true source of my 
education." - Holly Near 
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F. APPLICATION	  
Break up into pairs and practice sharing your testimony with someone. Before you do, maybe take 
some time to think about it and write a few notes in the space below. After you have taken tie to 
share with each other, provide feedback on how what aspects encouraged you most. 

Pray for each other that you will have an opportunity to share your testimony with someone who 
needs to hear it. 

G. LOOKING	  FORWARD	  
Next, in the final session, we look at the fifth aspect of Pentecostalism, empowered to make a difference. 
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Session	  5:	  	  Empowered	  to	  	  
Make	  a	  Difference	  

Your	  Kingdom	  come	  on	  earth	  as	  it	  is	  in	  heaven	  
Key passage: ““Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  
Matthew 6:9-10 (ESV)  

A. INTRODUCTION	  AND	  PURPOSE	  OF	  THE	  SESSION	  
This session reviews the who series, piecing each session together so we can confidently embrace the 
work the Holy Spirit has for us. This is an exciting journey.  

Session 1 If you’re radically open to God, then all kinds of things become possible and you don’t put 
limits on what a majestic God can do. You see hope and possibility in even the darkest of situations. 

Session 2 Living in a supernaturally charged reality means then that you have access to more than just 
the physical/natural resources and methods out there. The atmosphere of your home, or office can be 
shifted just by prayers! And all kinds of miracles can happen. 

Session 3 Knowing that God is interested in the whole person, then allows us to engage with people in a 
variety of meaningful, everyday ways. We aren’t just going up to people praying that their souls get 
saved from hell, we are standing with them in prayer for healing, their families and needs. 

Session 4 God can enter the sphere of our every life. We can invite God into our stories and engage fully 
with all our emotions. We become authentic people who reach out to real people. 

Session 5 

Today’s session is about real life transformation that we have been given the Holy Spirit, not just for 
ourselves, but to make a difference. Be a world changer! 

We have been given the Holy Spirit not just for ourselves but so we can make a 
difference to the world around us 

B. SESSION	  VIDEO	  (SESSION	  FIVE,	  6:27	  MINUTES)	  
This video session covers mission and justice, the final hallmark of Pentecostalism. We are empowered 
to make a difference. 

• We are ending the series with the 5th hallmark of the Pentecostal church, that we are here to 
bring God’s ___________ ____________ ____________ _________________. 

• The “latter rain” of the Spirit translates not into a desire to _____________ from this world, but to 
_____________ the kingdom and _____________ this world! 

• When the Pentecostal revival began in Azusa Street, preacher William Seymour would often 
point towards _____________ _____________ as evidence of God’s work. 

• The early church was an _____________ community, and a place where _____________ and 
_____________ could come together. 

• Christians would be used to describe people from all different _____________ _____________ 
_____________. 
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Series summary 

1. If you’re _____________ _____________ to God, then all kinds of things become possible.  
Don’t put _____________ on what a majestic God can do. 

2. Living in a _____________ _____________ reality means then that you have access to more than 
just the _____________ and _____________ resources. 

3. Knowing that God is interested in the _____________ _____________, allows us to engage with 
people in a variety of meaningful, _____________ ways. 

4. When we invite God into our stories and engage fully with all our emotions, we become 
_________ (real) people reach out to _____________ people. 

5. We have been given the Holy Spirit, not just for _____________, but to _____________ 
_____________ _____________! 

 

C. SCRIPTURE	  READING	  (Matthew	  6:1-‐10)	  	  

D. MAIN	  POINT	  

Acts 1:8 says that we have been given the Holy Spirit so that we can be real life, 
living breathing testimonies of God’s good news 

So great was the social transformation of real lives brought about by the Holy Spirit and the gospel that it 
transcended and changed both the culture the community the welfare system, how it handled the poor. 
It transformed all of these things. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit is supposed to lead to the 
transformation of our world around us not just us eternal salvation.  

This session we want to discuss the ways the Holy Spirit is active in your life and what is he leading you 
to do. Are we pursuing God’s blessing and experiences with the Holy Spirit for ourselves and so we can 
go to the next level? Or are we getting empowered, healed and blessed so that we can be more effective 
witnesses of God’s goodness to others? 

E. DISCUSSION	  QUESTIONS	  
 

1. What are some current examples of how Christianity has impacted the world? This can be 
something you have been part of or something inspiring you know of. 

 

 

2. What ways to do you see the Holy Spirit at work in your life? What is he leading you to do? 

 

 

3. FGA is involved in a wide range of missions and community work, but there’s always scope for 
more. Have a discussion about what you can do to either support something that is already ongoing or 
to start up something new that will make a difference. 
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New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:  
“Our job on earth isn't to criticize, reject, or judge. Our purpose is to offer a helping 
hand, compassion, and mercy. We are to do unto others as we hope they would do 

unto us.” Dana Arcuri, Harvest of Hope 

F. APPLICATION	  
As you reflect on the whole series and what was shared in Question 3. Spend some time praying about it 
to discern what the Holy Spirit is saying, then put it into action. Drop a note/text to Ps Chris or Ps YC, 
and make a time to meet up to discuss your ideas further. They would love to chat with you about it and 
help you pursue the vision God has given you or your home group. 

Pray for one another, to be empowered by the Holy Spirit to fulfil your calling.  
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APPENDIX	  I:	  FGA	  Melbourne’s	  
Statement	  of	  Faith	  

 

The fundamental teachings of the leadership and Congregation of Full Gospel Assembly Melbourne are 
reflected in the following clear statements of faith: 

1. We believe in the plenary-verbal inspiration of the accepted canon of Scriptures as originally given. 
The Scriptures are infallible, inerrant, and the sole and final authority for all matters of faith and 
conduct (2 Timothy 3:16; 1 Corinthians 2:13). 

2. We believe in the Eternal Godhead who has revealed himself as One God existing in Three 
Persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, distinguishable but indivisible (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 
13:14). 

3. We believe in the creation, test and fall of man as recorded in Genesis; his total spiritual depravity 
and inability to attain to Divine righteousness (Romans 5:12, 18). 

4. We believe in the Lord Christ, the Saviour of men, conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, very God and very Man (Luke 1:26-35; John 1:14-18; Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 9:6). 

5.  We believe Christ died for our sins, was buried and rose again the third day, and personally 
appeared unto His disciples (1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Romans 4:25). 

6. We believe in the bodily ascension of Jesus to heaven, His exaltation, and personal, literal and 
bodily coming again the second time for His Church (John 14:2; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 

7. We believe in the salvation of sinners by grace, through repentance and faith in the perfect and 
sufficient work of the cross of Calvary by which we obtain remission of sins (Ephesians 2:8,9; 
Hebrews 9:12,22; Romans 5:11). 

8. We believe in the necessity of water baptism by immersion in the Name of the Eternal Godhead in 
order to fulfil the command of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:34-36, Acts 19:1-6). 

9. We believe in the baptism of the Holy Spirit as a real experience at or subsequent to salvation, 
along with the speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance (Acts 2:1-4; Acts 8:14-17; Acts 
10:44-46; Galatians 3:14-15). 

10. We believe in the Gifts of the Spirit as enumerated in Romans12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, and 
Ephesians 4:11, as manifested in the Early Church. 

11. We believe in the Spirit-filled life, a life of separation from worldliness and perfecting of holiness in 
the fear of God as expressing the true Christian faith (Ephesians 5:18; 2 Corinthians 6:14; 2 
Corinthians 7:1). 

12. We believe in the healing of the body by Divine power, or Divine healing in its varied aspects as 
practised in the Early Church (Acts 4:30, Romans 8:11, 1 Corinthians 12:9, James 5:14). 

13. We believe in the table of the Lord, commonly called the Communion or the Lord’s Supper, for 
believers (1 Corinthians 11:28-32; Matthew 26:26-28). 

14. We believe in the reality and personality of the devil and eternal judgment in the lake of fire for the 
devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:14,15). 

15. We believe in eternal life for believers (John 5:24, 3:16), and eternal punishment for the unbelievers 
(Mark 9:43-48; 2 Thessalonians 1:9; Revelation 20:10-15). 

16 We believe that there is one true universal Church, made up of genuine believers, but this one 
universal Church is also composed of many local Churches in given localities. These Churches are 
under the sovereign Headship of the Lord Jesus Christ, exercising autonomous government under 
Him, administering all its local affairs and ministry, as well as the propagation of the Gospel (Acts 
15:22; Matthew 16:18; Matthew 18:15-20).  
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APPENDIX	  II:	  Faith	  &	  Theology	  of	  Prayer	  
 

Response to Questions from a home group 

1.   Should we and How should we pray for healing of a sick person in particular a new believer who is 
diagnosed to be dying, given that we know that the desired prayer outcome may not necessarily be granted by 
the LORD? How do we deal with the close relatives of the sick person should he/she dies despite much 
persistent prayers of faith?	  

 

2.  How do we balance the tension between unwavering faith for our desired outcomes (despite the 
circumstances) and the reality of often-unfulfilled prayers? 	  

 

3. How do we help others still keep their faith in the LORD when their prayers are unfulfilled? 

 

Relevant Bible Passages 
 
1.  To Achieve Desired Outcomes through Unwavering Faith 

Matt 8:5 – 10  (Luke 7)    The Faith of the Centurion for his dying servant 
Matt 15: 22 – 28        The Faith of the Syro-Phoenician woman for her 
                                                   demonized daughter 
Matt 17:20; 21:21        Mountain moving Faith 
Luke 18:1 – 8                      Parable of Persistent Faith of the Widow – for justice 
Many OT Examples        Abraham (Roms 4:3,9; Gals 3:6; James 2:23) 
                                                Hannah (1Sam1), Kg Hezekiah (2Kgs19:14-20, 20:1-5) 
           Job (Job 42:10) 

2.  To pray His Will be done, not ours 

 
Matt 26:39 

And going a little farther he (Jesus) fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 

Col. 1:9,10 

And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with 
the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of 
the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 
God. 
 

Col. 4:12 
Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling on your behalf in his 
prayers, that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God. 

1 John 5:14,15 
And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he 
hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that 
we have asked of him. 

3.  To remain Faithful Regardless of Outcomes 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
Dan. 3:16 -18  
“O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. If this be so, our God whom we 
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serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 
But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that 
you have set up.” 

Job 
Job 1:20 -22 
Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head, and fell on the ground and worshiped. And he 
said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD gave and the LORD 
has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” In all this Job did not sin or charge God with 
wrong. 

Job 2:9-10 
Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity?” Curse God and die.” But he said to her, 
“You speak as one of the foolish women would speak, Shall we receive good from God, and shall we 
not receive evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.” 

Job 13: 15 
Though he slay me, I will hope in him; yet I will argue my ways to his face. This will be my salvation , 
that the godless shall not come before him. 

Heroes and Heroines of Faith/ Martyrs for Christ 
 
Heb. 11:35 – 40 
Others suffered mocking, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others 
suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in 
two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, 
mistreated – of whom the world was not worthy  - wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the earth.  

And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised since God 
had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

 

Concluding Note 

 
1. Certain Death and Judgment 

All must die and then face judgment. We all have a limited tenure of life and need to make each 
day count for eternity 

Ecc. 3:11 He has made everything beautiful in his time. Also he has put eternity into man’s heart. 

Heb. 9:27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that come judgment … 

Psalm 90:10 – 12 The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet their span is 
but toil and trouble; they are soon gone and we fly away.  … So teach us to number our days that we 
may get a heart of wisdom. 

 
2. This  earth is but our Temporary Abode 

We need to grasp the reality that we live in a fallen, evil and often, unjust (but temporary) world ruled/ 
dominated by the ‘Prince of the world.’  We are told in the Bible that we are but passing through; we are 
‘strangers and exiles’ in a foreign country heading towards a permanent and much better destination, a 
heavenly city “that has foundations, whose designer/architect and builder is God” - Hebs 11:10 – 16. 

We need to keep Eternity and our Final Destination always in view to establish and maintain the right 
perspective in our Christian faith, walk and dealings with God and others. 

 

Prepared by Peggy Ong 

Dec 2103  
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NOTES 

 

 


