THE HUMAN JOURNEY
Home Group Series
February – May 2018

FGA MELBOURNE
MEMBER'S NOTES

THE HUMAN JOURNEY [LEADERS COPY]

TABLE OF CONTENTS
THE HUMAN JOURNEY

1

TABLE OF CONTENTS

2

OVERVIEW

3

SESSION 1: CREATION

5

SESSION 2: THE FALL

7

SESSION 3: THE FLOOD

9

SESSION 4: THE TOWER

11

SESSION 5: ABRAHAM

13

SESSION 6: ISAAC

15

SESSION 7: JACOB

17

SESSION 8: JOSEPH

19

APPENDIX I

31

2

2

THE HUMAN JOURNEY [LEADERS COPY]

OVERVIEW
The Human Journey
Series Passage: "And in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed,
because you have obeyed my voice.” Genesis 22:8

A. THEME FOR 2018 “BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING”
2018 will focus on the book of Genesis. It is a highly honest, relational book that traces a household of FAITH
as they live out God’s plans for them. God’s people (all of us) were created and blessed to be a blessing to the
world around us. We were made to reflect the very image of God.
However, it’s so easy to lose sight of our calling because of the everyday issues that crop up in our lives. Sin
complicates and infects everything it touches, and we (if we’re honest) struggle to walk fully in obedience with
God. Yet despite our multiple failings, Genesis shows us that God is ever faithful, that even though Satan
bruises our heel, the Victory belongs to the Lord!

For 2018, our theme will be “BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING” and we will spend the year
focused on the Pastoral and being “Intimate Relationally”

“Bless” is the most used word in Genesis. Adam was blessed, so was every human being that was given breath
and life. Yet time and time again, in the book of Genesis, we see how humanity grabs for blessing (taking
matters into their own hands, building towers, living for their own pleasure, lying, cheating and even killing).
The book ends with Joseph (the capstone example of our one liner for the year), who despite the many
afflictions in his life, obeyed God’s voice, and in doing so, ultimately was able to be a blessing to his own family
and the many nations around him. Joseph knew who he was, and what his life was ultimately going to do.
Things that others intended for evil, God had intended for good, and for the saving of many lives.
Let’s take a close look at our lives. It’s a Pastoral focussed year, and we will pour through Genesis with its raw
honesty, and ask questions like, “How did we get here”, “Why are we here” and “What are we to do”? We
need to see ourselves the way God (our creator) sees us, and we need to align ourselves with his vision and
purposes. In Biblical terms, that’s called “obedience”, and that’s how we shall be a blessing to all the nations of
the Earth.

Our key verse comes from Genesis 22:8
"And in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have
obeyed my voice.”

3

3

THE HUMAN JOURNEY [LEADERS COPY]

B. THE HUMAN JOURNEY
Real life stories that reveal our brokenness and God’s plan for restoration
This series uses four core themes and studies four key characters from the book of Genesis. Every human
journey has a beginning. Genesis recounts not only the origin of humanity, but pivotal stories that make up our
history. We are all aware of the problems that exist in the world and in our lives. But how did we get to the
position that we currently find ourselves in? This series looks at four epic events and hones in to explore the
lives of four individuals in a formative HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH.
We have filmed the series with a train and station setting (at Puffing Billy) to remind us that like the train ride,
all of us only go forward in time, heading to the same place that all humans have gone before. Let’s take time
to explore the journey through Genesis and the human stories contained in it, so we can stop and reflect on
our origins and purpose that we may be the blessing that God intended us to be.
The Eight sessions will cover four events (Sessions 1-4) and look at four people (session 5-8):
SESSION

EVENT

DESCRIPTION

Session 1

Creation

The importance of understanding humanity

Session 2

The Fall

We ceased to listen to God and what God said

Session 3

The Flood

Judgement introduces grace and promise

Session 4

The Tower

God is ultimately in control

PERSON
Session 5

Abraham

The journey of FAITH requires trust to overcome fear

Session 6

Isaac

Weakness can be generational

Session 7

Jacob/Israel

Although he cheated grace abounded

Session 8

Joseph

Knowing your place and the timing of God
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Session 1: Creation
Humanity begins with God
Key passage: “In the beginning God” Genesis 1:1 (ESV)

One of our main problems is trying to be like God,
but only God is God and we are only Human

A. SCRIPTURE READING (Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3)
B. MAIN POINT
Possibly at some completely random moment while stuck in traffic or after putting the kids to bed, you may
have stopped to ask yourself, "What am I doing here? Does reality exist? What is the purpose of life anyway?"
Many of us, however, will soon forget about it as the traffic moves on or as the relief that you get some time
to yourself settles in. Back into the too hard basket the questions go. Unfortunately, the nagging feelings still
remain and if not adequately addressed we find it impacts on our attitudes to life, work and relationships with
family, community and God. This session is the ideal place for us to discuss life’s Big questions.
By looking at Genesis, we are able to step outside of our short-sighted viewpoint and benefit from the view of
many lives and see Humanity from a wider lens. What’s surprising about the accounts and the people in
Genesis is not how different they are from us (many thousands of years later), but rather how similar they are
in nature.
In this session we look at Creation of Humanity (and the whole world). Really, it is the only Biblical Creation
account that says it all started with God. God was the one who created the universe, brought it into order and
for a good purpose. God is eternal and stands outside of what was created, including humans, who were first
made from the earth’s natural elements.
Moreover, the scripture highlights two points that sets humans apart from other created animals and speak to
our purpose. Firstly, humanity was made, male and female, in the image of God (Gen 1:27, 5:1-2, 9:6) and
secondly we received God’s breath of life (1:27). God’s design for us reflects our purpose, to have a
relationship with God and to work responsibly as God would. This includes caring for our environment and for
the people around us, as they are also made in the image of God. It is through our relationship with God, and
knowing it is he who created us not we ourselves (Ps 8:5, 100:3) that we can find great security and is the
foundation for discovering our specific calling and purpose as individuals.

The only way to understand yourself and your life is to start with God.
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C. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What are your views on how you came to be, and what does that mean for your life? What are some
fundamental beliefs that have shaped your life?

2. Read the account of creation of mankind in Genesis 1:27–2:9, 15-25. What verses explain God’s original
intention for us?

3. What’s significant about God creating everything?

Visitors Take Home:
God is the Creator and we are all created beings – created in God’s image and
with God’s breath.

D. APPLICATION
If you are unsure about your purpose on earth, recommit to seeking God for answers to these questions. Be
encouraged by the verse in Matthew 7:7, “those who seek will find and those who ask will be given to them.”
As this is such an important question to ask, talk to others, pray and ask God, and you are welcome to speak to
a pastor as well.

E. LOOKING FORWARD
In the next session, we will look at the fall and its consequences on God’s original intention for us. Please read
Genesis 3-5
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Session 2: The Fall
Humanity is broken
Key passage: "…and you will be like God knowing good and evil.”
Genesis 3:5b (ESV)

This session we will see the cataclysmic result of what happens when we don’t listen to
God and do what God says.

A. SCRIPTURE READING (Genesis 3-5)
B. MAIN POINT
We fall when we cease to listen to God and do what God says.

Last session we were reminded that God is the Creator and we are all created beings – created in God’s image
and with God’s breath. In Genesis 3, we see the cataclysmic result of what happened when we didn’t listen to
God and follow his instructions. Our precious and enjoyable relationship with God was broken. The
responsibilities we were given were taken from us and the carefree relationship we had with one another
other was shattered as shame and blame took precedence.
Reflecting on our own lives, we can see the how at times they also mirror the fall. We struggle to stay in
relationship with God. He invites us to join him, offering incredible responsibility, but we often turn him down
through disinterest or fear. We struggle in our relationships with one another, afraid to be ourselves yet often
blaming others for where we are at. It’s that serious and that sad.
Our dreadful predicament is what makes the Gospel so amazing and so inviting. Not being content to leave us
wallowing in our brokenness, God judged the disobedience with a promise (Gen 3:15) that now calls us back to
the place of full restoration through Jesus Christ. His grace makes it all possible. As we live our lives in Christ,
hearing and obeying, a richness mirroring God’s original design seeps into our spirit and transforms our lives.
We are agents of hope as “We But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” (1 Cor 15:57).
Let us shake of the shame and blames of the past and recommit to listen to God and do what he says,
knowing that his grace gives us the strength and ability to overcome anything that holds us back.
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C. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What drives Adam/Eve, Cain and Abel to sin. Do these factors still apply to us today?

2. Have an honest discussion about why each of us fall short and what we do about it. What are the
thoughts, temptations and reasons that pull us away listening to God? And how does God practically help
us?

3. In the judgement following the fall God provides a prophetic promise in Genesis 3:15. How does Jesus
fulfil this promise?

Visitors Take Home:
Genesis tells us that, rather than human sin being the end of the story, God immediately
begins the work of redemption as he passionately pursues his human creatures for the
purpose of reconciliation.

D. APPLICATION
Let us shake of the shame and blames of the past and recommit to listening to God and doing what he says.
We can be assured that he gives us the strength and ability to do it only by his grace. Pray for one another in
your area of weakness.

E. LOOKING FORWARD
Next session we will look at the account of the Flood. Please read Genesis 6-9
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Session 3: The Flood
God’s grace and promises still stand
Key passage: “God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have established
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.’” Genesis 9:17 (ESV)

Along with God’s judgement is always a token of grace

A. SCRIPTURE READING (Genesis 6:5-22)
Additional scripture Luke 17:26-27, 2 Peter 2:9

B. MAIN POINT
As we read through Genesis we see the shining light of God’s grace against the dark background of humanity’s
brokenness. Following the fall we see wilful sin escalate to murder and violence, which spreads across the
world. By chapter 6 we see how people without restraint hurt others who perpetuate the cycle. Enter Noah, a
person who thinks differently and chooses to walk with God. His choices reflect his actions and he stands out
from the crowd. God gives humanity another chance. This is a story of grace.
Coming back to our own lives we are also reminded that through the example of Noah’s deliverance we also
can choose what we know is right and good, despite the pressure put on us to conform today’s standards. We
can be encouraged through the promise “The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the
unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment.” (2 Pet 2:9). While we don’t always get things right,
we can rest assured that sin is defeated on the cross and by the power of the Holy Spirit we have the ability
live free from enslavement.

As we make right choices let us also be agents of change ushering in the grace and
promise of God.
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C. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Why is the flood a testimony to God’s grace?

2. God shows Grace in this passage. It’ll be one of many times Humanity needs the Grace of God. In the
video Ps. Chris makes mention of a phenomenon where people in the church can grow up not extending a
lot of grace. Read the Prodigal Son account in Luke 15:11-32 especially vs 25-32 which talks about the son
who stays back. Discuss how we can show grace in our church, homes and lives.

3. Share of a time where you have seen God deliver you from a personal crisis.

Visitors Take Home:
“The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 6:23

D. APPLICATION
Talk about ways you can be more gracious to each other in the Home Group and more gracious in your Home.
Perhaps each person in the home group can make a private list of people in their lives that they need to
consciously extend grace to. People who deserve a second chance.

E. LOOKING FORWARD
In the next session we look at the last of the Four Events – The Tower of Babel. In preparation please read
Genesis 11:1-9.
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Session 4: The Tower
Who’s name will be great?
Key passage: "And the Lord came down” Genesis 11:5a

The tower of Babel was the result of humanity giving in to two primeval drives –security
and fame. These are temptations we have to watch in our own lives.

A. SCRIPTURE READING (Genesis 11:1-9)
B. MAIN POINT
The tower of Babel reminds us that two great temptations facing all of humanity is to
focus on our own security and our own reputation at the expense of obeying God

The Tower of Babel is one the last of the major primeval events recorded in Scripture. Similar to the Fall and
the Flood, the Tower sheds light on aspects of our human nature that we still struggle with today. Remember,
God’s original intention was that his human creatures were to fill the earth and subdue it (Gen 1:28). Putting it
another way, working together with God humanity was given the responsibility to tend, protect and beautify
the earth, starting with the Garden of Eden (2:15). Our assignment was given to us as a privilege, and God
would be glorified through it. However, instead of trusting God’s direction and his presence, people turned
away from him. We saw this with Adam and Eve, at the time of Noah and now it happens again resulting in the
Tower of Babel.
In Genesis 11, again the human population had increased, but instead of obeying God’s original plan to fill the
earth and bring glory to God, they sought to establish their own security and fame. By gathering together they
built a city for security, and by building a tower they promoted their own name rather than God’s (Genesis
11:4). Undeterred, we see God respond as the one who is ultimately in charge as “God came down” and took
control. He confused their language and scattered them from the city.
Let’s take this chance to take stock. What are we building in our lives? Is it for our own security or our own
fame that we strive for? Or are we living a life that trusts God to build his name? We need to take these
questions really seriously, as ultimately God is the one in control and to whom we must give an account.
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C. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Read through Genesis 11:1-9 again. How do we build “towers” today? What do we do nowadays that are
monuments to our own security and reputation? What’s wrong with people building the Tower of Babel?

2. Read 1 Corinthians 3:10-23. What works will survive the fire and what will be burnt up?

3. Spend time as a home group talking about how God has raised us up. Even though in this passage, God
tears down the Tower than man built, he sets about building his Name up in Abraham and his Household.
Each of us are a product of God doing a great work in us. Let’s share the great things He has done.

Visitor Take Home:
So often we seek security and fame because we long for significance and power over our
own lives. While this is not wrong, the kind of security we build for ourselves ultimately is
not as secure as an eternal God.

D. APPLICATION
Reflect on how much time you spend building God’s kingdom versus building your own kingdom. Do you need
to make changes to recommit to building God’s kingdom? Or are you someone that spends so much time on
ministry that you neglect your personal responsibilities of your own family or work?
Pause and reflect. Spend time quietly praying as individuals before praying for group needs.

E. LOOKING FORWARD
In the next session we look at the first of four personal accounts, the one of Abraham and his journey of FAITH.
Read Genesis 12 (if you are keen, you can read all the way from chapter 12 to 26)
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Session 5: Abraham
The journey of FAITH
Key passage: "Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your county and your kindred and
your father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless
those who bless you, and him who dishonours you I will curse, and in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed. So Abram went, as the Lord had told him.” Genesis 12:1-4a

God’s desire has always been to bless. As we make right choices the blessings that flow to
us will also bless others.

A. SCRIPTURE READINGS (Genesis 12:1-4a, Hebrews 11:1-2)
B. MAIN POINT
In the story of Abraham we see him chose between faith and fear

After the introduction of human sin, God worked to reconcile all people to himself. However, as we have seen
so far in this series (i.e. with the fall, the flood and the tower of Babel; Genesis 1-11), the pattern of sin,
judgement and a token of grace are repeated each time. God now shifts from relating to humanity as a whole,
to reaching out to one individual. He still aims to address the sin problem and reconcile humanity to himself,
but now he chooses to make a covenant with one man, Abram. Abrah, will become Abraham, the patriarch of
the nation of Israel, an ancestor of the ultimate Saviour, Jesus (Matt 1:1), and the “father” of all who journey
through life with faith in God.
Despite that Abraham is upheld as a supreme example of faith, he was not perfect. In his FAITH journey, there
were times he was confused, anxious or disappointed. This caused him to respond to his circumstances in fear
rather than faith. Included were the two times he lied about Sarah being his wife (Gen 12:11-15, 20:2) and
choosing to have a child with his servant rather than wait for God’s promise of an heir being fulfilled through
his wife.
Similar to us, God put Abraham in situations where he had to totally rely on God, however he failed because
his focus shifted from God to his circumstances. He went by human reason rather than by faith. We can learn
from Abraham, that when your faith gives way to fear you can step out of the will of God may end up getting
you into more trouble. Obedience is to do what God says – he is trustworthy and well able to accomplish all he
has promised.

This journey of faith is one that all of us must all travel.
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C. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Break into groups and have each group pick one of the accounts of Abraham (you don’t need to cover all
of them). Within the sub-group discuss Abraham’s Faith or Fear response. What would be a modern day or
real present life example of a similar situation that the group may have had to face. Get the group to
present. Here are the events in Abraham’s life:
Go to Canaan

Genesis 12:4-9

Hagar & Ishmael

Genesis 16

Lie about Sarah

Genesis 12:10-20

Lies about Sarah again

Genesis 20

Lot choosing

Genesis 13

Testing of Isaac

Genesis 22

Four kings

Genesis 14-15

Death of Sarah

Genesis 23

2. Share a time when you had to demonstrate Faith and trust in God. Looking back on it now, is there
anything you would have done differently?

3. What are some of the key elements of Abraham’s worldview that helped him to obey God? (Refer to
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-16).

Visitor Take Home:
Faith is a strong conviction in something or someone that they will be true to their word.
Scripture shows us that God is true to his word and we can trust him.

D. APPLICATION
We need to encourage one another in our journeys of Faith as none of us is immune to discouragement and
doubt. Pray for those who are feeling challenged in areas of their faith now. Pray for them to be able to hang
onto God and trust his promises. Pray that all fear would give way to his shalom peace. Submit any
“mountains” to God and trust him to move any obstacles that are necessary for his promise to come to pass.

E. LOOKING FORWARD
In the next Session we look at generational blessings as Isaac carries the promises given to Abraham. We also
see Isaac struggle in his journey as he makes the same mistake as his father. Read Genesis 26
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Session 6: Isaac
Generational connection
Key passage: "I am the God of Abraham your father” Genesis 26:24

The story of Isaac shows us that at some level we can carry on the blessings and sins of
our parents.

A. SCRIPTURE READING (Genesis 26:1-13)
B. MAIN POINT
We carry with us the generational blessings of God so that his purposes will continue to
be fulfilled

In the last Session, we introduced the concept of toledot, the generational account. A recurring theme in
Genesis shows how our lives as humans are all connected generationally. We are birthed from parents who
themselves were birthed from parents. As well as receiving genetic similarities from our parents we also have
a spiritual inheritance. These can be blessings and/or curses depending on the choices they made in their lives
relating to God.
In Genesis 26 we see how God reveals himself to Isaac who is facing a challenging famine. [Remember that all
of Abraham’s inheritance went to Isaac so he would have been responsible for hundreds of people let alone
the many herds of cattle, sheep, goats, donkeys and camels which needed resources]. He was told not to go to
Egypt but to stay in the land God had promised he would give to Abraham’s decedents. The covenant promise
of blessing given to his father was now his (Genesis 26:3-4). We also see the reiteration of the promise of
global redemption, as through Isaac all nations of the earth would be blessed. Despite the personal revelation
of God, not long afterwards we see Isaac fearing for his life and lying about Rebekah to protect himself (7-11),
just as his father had earlier lied about Sarah.
The story of Isaac’s life is a good place for us consider how at some level we can carry on the sins of their
parents and the blessings as well. When making decisions that impact our own FAITH response to God, we
need to keep in mind it will impact our future generations as well.
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C. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What kind of things have passed down from your generation (parents or grandparents)? Spend time
discussing how it’s shaped you or affected you.

2. Read Genesis 12:1-3, 22:15-18 and 26:3-4. What are the core messages of God’s promises to Abraham and
Isaac?

3. How can you be an initiator of change in your own family? What choices can you make today that will
ensure God’s blessing to the next generation?

Visitor Take Home:
We live in a dangerous world and it is perfectly natural to live in fear. We don't want to be
hurt and try to protect ourselves by accumulating money and power, but we see that
doesn’t work. What gives us peace in an uncertain future is only the knowledge that God
has been with us, is with us and will be with us.

D. Application
If people in the group have concerns about generational curses or are uncertain about their futures, pray for
them and encourage them. It’s possible for you to pray right there in the home group to break generational
curses and things that have flowed downwards from the past.
In addition, FGA’s pastoral staff are always available to pray so that any generational curses can be broken and
people set free. You can make an appointment or ask for prayer after Sunday service.

E. LOOKING FORWARD
In the next Session we look at Isaac’s son Jacob who is the recipient of the Abrahamic blessing despite his
repetitive sin of deceiving. Read Genesis 27 and 28
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Session 7: Jacob
Grace abounds
Key passage: "Is he not rightly called Jacob? For he has cheated me two times” Genesis
27:36

God is fully aware of our weakness. But as we take hold of his promises, his grace
abounds to us.

A. SCRIPTURE READING (Genesis 27)
B. MAIN POINT
Despite being a deceiver God’s grace extends to Jacob by revealing himself in an
encounter that changes the course Jacob’s life.

In the story we see Jacob who is chosen by God but is a deceiver and conspires with his mother to cheat the
elder brother and lie to deceive the father. Isaac is now old and cannot see well, so must be close to death.
Before he dies he wants to release the blessing on his firstborn son, Esau. While Esau is out hunting game for
his father to eat, Jacob and his mother hatch a risky plan. They dress Jacob up in his brother’s clothes and use
props to trick Isaac into thinking it was his brother. Only Jacob’s voice gives him away. But after lying twice to
his father he receives the blessing. The blessing includes prosperity in farming the land, becoming a ruler of
nations as well of his father’s house. Whoever curses Jacob would be cursed and whoever blesses him would
be blessed. This blessing was irrevocable, for when Esau learned of what had happened he tried to get a
blessing from his father. Unfortunately for him, all the blessing had gone to his brother. Esau’s rage causes
Jacob to flee for his life.
Jacob’s first recorded personal encounter with the Lord occurs when he is fleeing from his brother. In the
dream God reiterates the original covenant promise given to Abraham (28:14) as well as promising to protect
him wherever he goes. True to his word God blesses Jacob while in a foreign land, protects him and even
enables reconciliation with his bother many years later. This story is clearly one of grace.
If you feel like grace has been talked about before, you’re right. God’s grace in the midst of Humanity’s failures
is a recurring theme in the book of Genesis. In Session 3, God’s grace poured out to mankind as a whole and
we were given another chance. In today’s session, God’s grace pours out to an individual who has cheated all
of his life.

17

17

THE HUMAN JOURNEY [LEADERS COPY]

C. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What about human nature propels us to cheat? Take time to revise and think back of the previous
sessions. What things can we say about human nature that we’ve picked up from Genesis (both the good
and the bad)?

2. Read the story of Jacob’s encounter with God in Genesis 28:10-22. What about Jacob’s reaction to the
dream is significant. Discuss what it’s like to have an encounter with God (anyone in your group like to
share?)

3. Read about the reunion of Jacob and Esau in Genesis 33. How is this an example of how we should show
Grace to others?

Visitor Take Home:
The great apostle Paul boasted of his weaknesses. Every time he pleaded for God to
change his situation, “Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best
in weakness.” 1 Corinthians 12:9

D. APPLICATION
Is there someone who you are offended by or struggling with. Show grace to them by praying for them and
blessing them. This maybe best done by pairing of with someone else and praying for one another.

E. LOOKING FORWARD
In the final Session we look at Joseph and how the circumstances of life can be used as a solid foundation for
God to launch his great purpose for our lives. Read about Joseph in Genesis 37 to 50
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Session 8: Joseph
The Salvation of Many
Key passage: "You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good, to accomplish
what is now being to accomplish the saving of many lives” Genesis 50:19-21 (NIV)

Joseph is a prime example of someone who thinks differently from those around him.
Despite multiple tragedies and entrapments, Joseph’s life becomes one of great blessing
for many.

A. SCRIPTURE READING (Genesis 37-50)
B. MAIN POINT
The human journey is our journey back to a good God

Television programs portraying ordinary people in unexpected situations have exploded over the last 20 year.
Research into the cause of their popularity shows that it lies more with empathy for the characters rather than
voyeurism or enjoying to see someone humiliated. This is probably one of the things that initially attracts us
about the story of Joseph. On first reading Joseph’s narrative is striking due to the horrible treatment he
endured from many parties starting with his brothers, then as a slave, wrongfully accused and imprisoned,
seemingly forgotten in prison until his fame of his revelationary gift of dream interpretation is revealed to
pharaoh. How many times he must have wondered, “Where is God in all this?”. Despite the prophetic dreams
he was given as a boy, he must have wondered if God had abandoned him.
However if you read the end of the story, it reveals a very different perspective. Looking at all the events in his
life we can clearly see how God allowed these events to occur and he orchestrated Joseph to be in a position
that would not only save his entire family, but the nation of Egypt and possibly more.
We can take encouragement from this story. If your life is a mess or God seems absent remember that God
can use the difficulties and the pain of life to accomplish his purposes through you and for “the saving of many
lives”.
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C. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What stands out to you about the story of Joseph? See if you can highlight differences between Joseph
and all of the other characters in Genesis before him.

2. What is a significant event in your life where someone meant it for evil but God intended it for good?

3. What helps you to hang on to the promises that God has given you?

Visitor Take Home:
Just as the first Christmas changed the lives of many, Jesus is alive today and desiring to
change your world also. All you have to do is ask.

D. Application
As if there are those among you who are struggling to make sense of life’s circumstances. Encourage them that
it is not the end of the story. Remind each other of God’s goodness and pray for one another that his good
purposes will be seen through all of the present challenges.
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