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OVERVIEW
The Human Journey
Series Passage: "And in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed,
because you have obeyed my voice.” Genesis 22:8

A. THEME FOR 2018 “BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING”
2018 will focus on the book of Genesis. It is a highly honest, relational book that traces a household of FAITH
as they live out God’s plans for them. God’s people (all of us) were created and blessed to be a blessing to the
world around us. We were made to reflect the very image of God.
However, it’s so easy to lose sight of our calling because of the everyday issues that crop up in our lives. Sin
complicates and infects everything it touches, and we (if we’re honest) struggle to walk fully in obedience with
God. Yet despite our multiple failings, Genesis shows us that God is ever faithful, that even though Satan
bruises our heel, the Victory belongs to the Lord!

For 2018, our theme will be “BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING” and we will spend the year
focused on the Pastoral and being “Intimate Relationally”

“Bless” is the most used word in Genesis. Adam was blessed, so was every human being that was given breath
and life. Yet time and time again, in the book of Genesis, we see how humanity grabs for blessing (taking
matters into their own hands, building towers, living for their own pleasure, lying, cheating and even killing).
The book ends with Joseph (the capstone example of our one liner for the year), who despite the many
afflictions in his life, obeyed God’s voice, and in doing so, ultimately was able to be a blessing to his own family
and the many nations around him. Joseph knew who he was, and what his life was ultimately going to do.
Things that others intended for evil, God had intended for good, and for the saving of many lives.
Let’s take a close look at our lives. It’s a Pastoral focussed year, and we will pour through Genesis with its raw
honesty, and ask questions like, “How did we get here”, “Why are we here” and “What are we to do”? We
need to see ourselves the way God (our creator) sees us, and we need to align ourselves with his vision and
purposes. In Biblical terms, that’s called “obedience”, and that’s how we shall be a blessing to all the nations of
the Earth.

Our key verse comes from Genesis 22:8
"And in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have
obeyed my voice.”

B. THE HUMAN JOURNEY
Real life stories that reveal our brokenness and God’s plan for restoration
This series uses four core themes and studies four key characters from the book of Genesis. Every human
journey has a beginning. Genesis recounts not only the origin of humanity, but pivotal stories that make up our
history. We are all aware of the problems that exist in the world and in our lives. But how did we get to the
3
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position that we currently find ourselves in? This series looks at four epic events and hones in to explore the
lives of four individuals in a formative HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH.
We have filmed the series with a train and station setting (at Puffing Billy) to remind us that like the train ride,
all of us only go forward in time, heading to the same place that all humans have gone before. Let’s take time
to explore the journey through Genesis and the human stories contained in it, so we can stop and reflect on
our origins and purpose that we may be the blessing that God intended us to be.
The Eight sessions will cover four events (Sessions 1-4) and look at four people (session 5-8):
SESSION

EVENT

DESCRIPTION

Session 1

Creation

The importance of understanding humanity

Session 2

The Fall

We ceased to listen to God and what God said

Session 3

The Flood

Judgement introduces grace and promise

Session 4

The Tower

God is ultimately in control

PERSON
Session 5

Abraham

The journey of FAITH requires trust to overcome fear

Session 6

Isaac

Weakness can be generational

Session 7

Jacob/Israel

Although he cheated grace abounded

Session 8

Joseph

Knowing your place and the timing of God

C. LEADING THE SESSIONS
The suggested format for the series is similar to previous home group series. The components common to
most Home Group session are:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Worship or Opening Prayer
Introduction to the Session (session leader)
Christmas Session Video by Chris Ong
Read Key Scripture
Discuss the Main Point
Discuss one or more of the Questions
Read and respond to the Application

However, if you have new people at your home group you should always feel free to tailor how you conduct
the home group to suit the dynamics of the group. If you have any questions on leading the group do not
hesitate to be in contact with Ps YC Goh or Ps Quentin Loke.

Keywords: Genesis • Judgement • Human journey • Weakness • Grace • Promise
F.A.I.T.H. emphasis: Intimate Relationally
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D. ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE
The accompanying the "Genesis" MP4 videos (on a USB stick) are available from the church office. Also, video
streaming, and copies of the Leader’s Guide and Member’s Notes are available for download at
http://fgam.org.au/media/homegroup-materials. If you are unable to access the files or need assistance with
printing notes, please let us know by contacting Megan Griffith (0422 284 404, megan.griffith@fgam.org.au) or
Ps. YC Goh (0425 799 576, yc.goh@fgam.org.au).
The Genesis series will be augmented by:
-

-

Two preaching series will accompany THE HUMAN JOURNEY, namely “Blessed” and “Only Human”,
will be at FGA Sunday Services for 4 weeks from January to April 2018. Sermons will be available
online in video (http://fgam.org.au/media/video-sermons) or audio (http://fgam.org.au/media/audiosermons) format or via the FGAM App (available for free download for Android/Tablet or
iPhone/iPad).
Leaders Podcast on our “2018 Vision” by Ps. Chris Ong is available at
http://fgam.org.au/media/leadership-podcast (12 September 2017). This will be shared again at the
All Leaders day on 3rd February and made available as on the same podcast channel.

Recommended Reading
-

The core values of FGAM as expressed in the F.A.I.T.H acronym are provided in Appendix I.
Genesis - The Story of God Bible Commentary by Tremper Longman III (2016). Scott McKnight (ed),
Zondervan, Grand Rapids MI, USA.
The Gospel In Genesis: From Fig Leaves to Faith. Martin Lloyd Jones (2009) By Elizabeth Catherwood
and Ann Beatt, Crossway Books.

5
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Session 1: Creation
Humanity begins with God
Key passage: “In the beginning God” Genesis 1:1 (ESV)

A. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF THE SESSION
Our life journey is often full of struggles, problems and brokenness. Although we try hard, most of the time we
solve problems with band-aid solutions. The larger, more chronic problems are often so overwhelming and
barely know where to begin.
The Human Journey is a Pastoral series that will help us to tackle our problems by looking at the BIG picture.
As we look at Genesis with its raw honesty, we get to ask questions like, “How did we get here?”, “Why are we
here?” and “What are we to do”? It’s a chance to take a step back and to see ourselves the way God (our
creator) sees us. The Bible provides us a mirror where we find encouraging life stories that mirror our own
troubles, yet the grace and purpose of God stand strong.
As we align ourselves with His vision and purpose (in Biblical terms, that’s called “obedience”), we will be able
to see how we are intended to receive God’s blessing as well as be a blessing to all the nations of the Earth.

One of our main problems is trying to be like God,
but only God is God and we are only Human

B. VIDEO SUMMARY (Session 1, 7:30 minutes)
The video summary for Session One on “Creation” includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Human life is full of problems
We need some distance to be able to see what’s really going on
Genesis is a book of beginnings (In the beginning … GOD)
There are two big categories: Creator and Creation
God is our Creator and we are his Creation
Humanity is in the category of Creation, and we have creation problems
God created Man in His own image
Creation longs for its creator

C. SCRIPTURE READING (Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3)
Background to the passage:
Genesis, the foundational book of the Bible, introduces the story of humanity which begins with God. Genesis
is not intended to be technical scientific account of how we came to be (even though it is true and full of
truth), rather it contains a rich theological history that provides a foundation for the knowledge of God and
humanity’s relationship with him. It puts the reason and purpose of our existence into perspective. We are
created beings and God is the creator.
Genesis 1-2 specifically speaks of God’s creation of the cosmos with a focus on humanity. As it is the beginning
of Scripture for both Christians and Jews there are no background texts but there are other Biblical references
that speak to Creation (Gen 5:1-2,9:6; Deut 4:32; Eph 3:9, Heb 1:12, 11:3; 1 Pet 4:19; Rev 4:11). Research into
6
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the literature shows that the Biblical account was very different to the competing stories of creation from
other religions. The story of Genesis is the only one where God’s creation was deliberate and good. Although
we are not told explicitly why were made, we know that it was with good intention and purpose to function in
relationship with God. God created both male and female in his image, as innocent moral beings without sin.
They lived in a land of abundance and delight enjoying vibrant and healthy relationships with God and with
each other.
The Gospel of John, written by the Apostle John who also wrote books 1 John, 2 John, 3 John and and
Revelation, is the New Testament equivalent of Genesis 1, and speaks of Jesus Christ being eternal and equal
Word of God and Creator.

D. MAIN POINT
Possibly at some completely random moment while stuck in traffic or after putting the kids to bed, you may
have stopped to ask yourself, "What am I doing here? Does reality exist? What is the purpose of life anyway?"
Many of us, however, will soon forget about it as the traffic moves on or as the relief that you get some time
to yourself settles in. Back into the too hard basket the questions go. Unfortunately, the nagging feelings still
remain and if not adequately addressed we find it impacts on our attitudes to life, work and relationships with
family, community and God. This session is the ideal place for us to discuss life’s Big questions.
By looking at Genesis, we are able to step outside of our short-sighted viewpoint and benefit from the view of
many lives and see Humanity from a wider lens. What’s surprising about the accounts and the people in
Genesis is not how different they are from us (many thousands of years later), but rather how similar they are
in nature.
In this session we look at Creation of Humanity (and the whole world). Really, it is the only Biblical Creation
account that says it all started with God. God was the one who created the universe, brought it into order and
for a good purpose. God is eternal and stands outside of what was created, including humans, who were first
made from the earth’s natural elements.
Moreover, the scripture highlights two points that sets humans apart from other created animals and speak to
our purpose. Firstly, humanity was made, male and female, in the image of God (Gen 1:27, 5:1-2, 9:6) and
secondly we received God’s breath of life (1:27). God’s design for us reflects our purpose, to have a
relationship with God and to work responsibly as God would. This includes caring for our environment and for
the people around us, as they are also made in the image of God. It is through our relationship with God, and
knowing it is he who created us not we ourselves (Ps 8:5, 100:3) that we can find great security and is the
foundation for discovering our specific calling and purpose as individuals.

The only way to understand yourself and your life is to start with God.

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What are your views on how you came to be, and what does that mean for your life? What are some
fundamental beliefs that have shaped your life?
Answer Guide: Throughout the series we will be looking at Humanity. It’s an incredibly personal exploration for
all of us, because we are all Human. At some level we are connected not just to each other, but to Adam and
Eve.
Even though we don’t think about it often, our thoughts and beliefs about Creation and our origin have
sweeping effects on our lives. For example, if we believe that we evolved without a God, then we also believe
that we are not accountable to Him and possibly that there’s nothing after we die. This means that our Human
lens will only look at things that affect the here and now, and other human beings.

7
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It’s possible that you might get a range of “standard” answers from your Home Group. Please probe deeper.
What do they really think about the Creation account in Genesis? You want to create an environment where
people can express their inner beliefs honestly. Your home group needs to feel safe enough to ask tough
questions and express doubt.
While it’s important to explore various theories and beliefs that may be present in the group, do not get sidetracked from the MAIN POINT (Humanity begins with GOD). The reality is that there will ALWAYS be
disagreement with the “details” of Creation. None of us were there, and the Bible has only very few words that
describe it. The main purpose of the Creation account was to provide a foundation for the knowledge of God
and humanity’s relationship with him. Something that gets unpacked throughout the whole Bible, and in
particular in the revelation of Jesus Christ.
Examples of fundamental beliefs that people live life by:
-

No one will look after you, you have to look after yourself
Karma: what goes around, comes around
Life is for living, so experience life to the full (cause when you die it’s over)
Do unto others what you would have them do to you etc.

2. Read the account of creation of mankind in Genesis 1:27–2:9, 15-25. What verses explain God’s original
intention for us?
Answer Guide: This question gives us a chance to study scripture passages that recounts the creation of man
and women. The reason for asking this question is so people can discover from scripture what God’s intention
for us in creation and also in relationship with God and one another. Note that the scripture does not say why
God created us, but we can trust that, like the rest of creation, his purpose was good.
Key verses are:
God as Creator and designer: 1:27, 2:4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 15, 16, 19, 21-22
Humans are apart from other animals: 1:27-28 2:7, 15, 16, 18-20
We have a purpose: 1:27-28, 2:15, 19-20
Relationship with God: 1:27, 2:15-16
Relationship with others: 1:28, 2:18, 19-23, 24, 25
Relationship with creation: 1:28, 29-30, 2:5, 15.
3. What’s significant about God creating everything?
Answer Guide: Take time to explore the implications of the passages in Genesis 1 and John 1. Possible answers
include:
-

If God created us, we are accountable to Him
If God created us, we are indebted to Him (as He has richly blessed us)
If God created us, then we are not alone
Etc.

Visitors Take Home:
God is the Creator and we are all created beings – created in God’s image and
with God’s breath.
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F. APPLICATION
If you are unsure about your purpose on earth, recommit to seeking God for answers to these questions. Be
encouraged by the verse in Matthew 7:7, “those who seek will find and those who ask will be given to them.”
As this is such an important question to ask, talk to others, pray and ask God, and you are welcome to speak to
a pastor as well.

G. LOOKING FORWARD
In the next session, we will look at the fall and its consequences on God’s original intention for us. Please read
Genesis 3-5

9
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Session 2: The Fall
Humanity is broken
Key passage: "…and you will be like God knowing good and evil.”
Genesis 3:5b (ESV)

A. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF THE SESSION
Last session we were reminded that God is the Creator and we are all created beings – created in God’s image
and with God’s breath. Here we will see the cataclysmic result of what happened when we didn't listen to God
and do what God said. The very relationship with God we were designed to enjoy is broken, the things that we
were called to do and be responsible for are taken from us, and our relationships with each other are broken
as shame and blame take precedence.
There are consequences for taking things into our own hands where the control rightly belongs to God, and
these consequences can effect generations to come. In the case of Adam and Eve it impacted all of humanity.
Yet God is a god of Grace and with judgement came the token of a promise, which was ultimately fulfilled in
Jesus Christ (Genesis 3:15).

This session we will see the cataclysmic result of what happens when we don’t listen to
God and do what God says.

B. VIDEO SUMMARY (SESSION 2, 8:30 MINUTES)
The video for Session 2 on “The Fall” covers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recap of Session 1: There are two categories – Creator and Creation
Humanity is fundamentally broken
The first account of humanity reveals our brokenness
Satan tempts with an unproven statement
Humanity can turn on God even though nothing is wrong
After we sinned, we knew Good and Evil by being Evil
When we say things about God based on our understanding, we reveal how little we know
Why do we go on doing the things that we know to be wrong
Genesis 3:15 gives us a glimmer of hope in Jesus

C. SCRIPTURE READING (Genesis 3-5)
Background to the passage:
This is the account of the fall of mankind. We see this not just with Adam and Eve, but it is repeated again
through Cain and Abel and then again and again through subsequent generations of wickedness through to
Noah. Evil and sin did not resolve itself, and despite multiple opportunities we see humanity consistently
choose evil.
With Adam and Eve, Satan tempts them with a dogmatic pronouncement (a statement that has no proof):
“God knows that when you eat of it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil”. God has done nothing to deserve this betrayal, yet, we turned against God. And even after sinning, our
first response is to hide and cover ourselves.
10
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We see this repeat with Cain. After God rejects his offering, he doesn’t inquire as to why nor does he attempt
to do better. Instead, he kills his brother.

D. MAIN POINT
We fall when we cease to listen to God and do what God says.

Last session we were reminded that God is the Creator and we are all created beings – created in God’s image
and with God’s breath. In Genesis 3, we see the cataclysmic result of what happened when we didn’t listen to
God and follow his instructions. Our precious and enjoyable relationship with God was broken. The
responsibilities we were given were taken from us and the carefree relationship we had with one another
other was shattered as shame and blame took precedence.
Reflecting on our own lives, we can see the how at times they also mirror the fall. We struggle to stay in
relationship with God. He invites us to join him, offering incredible responsibility, but we often turn him down
through disinterest or fear. We struggle in our relationships with one another, afraid to be ourselves yet often
blaming others for where we are at. It’s that serious and that sad.
Our dreadful predicament is what makes the Gospel so amazing and so inviting. Not being content to leave us
wallowing in our brokenness, God judged the disobedience with a promise (Gen 3:15) that now calls us back to
the place of full restoration through Jesus Christ. His grace makes it all possible. As we live our lives in Christ,
hearing and obeying, a richness mirroring God’s original design seeps into our spirit and transforms our lives.
We are agents of hope as “We But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” (1 Cor 15:57).
Let us shake of the shame and blames of the past and recommit to listen to God and do what he says,
knowing that his grace gives us the strength and ability to overcome anything that holds us back.

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What drives Adam/Eve, Cain and Abel to sin. Do these factors still apply to us today?
Answer guide: This is a good chance to actually go into the text and the narrative (found in Genesis 3-5)
Perhaps get your group to take different sections (two groups? One can look at Adam and Eve and the other
can look at Cain and Abel). The great thing about Hebrew narratives, is that the story never reveals the actual
motives behind actions, instead it draws us in by telling us what happened and who did or said things. This
leaves a lot to interpretation, but it also calls us to dig deeper.
Get your home group to discuss why Adam/Eve and Cain made the decisions they made.
And then (more importantly), have a frank discussion about whether we still have those tendencies today. It
would be good if your group would land on an agreed understanding that we ALL have sin and that we all fall
short.
“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” (1 John 1:8, ESV)
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23, ESV)
2. Have an honest discussion about why each of us fall short and what we do about it. What are the
thoughts, temptations and reasons that pull us away listening to God? And how does God practically help
us?
Answer Guide:

11
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There are many reasons why people sin. In this discussion, let’s not talk about theoretical evil, and sins that
“other people” do. It would be good to have a discussion in the group that actually allows people to open up.
The level of honesty and depth of discussion will be dependent on the level of trust in the group. Many
members will be taking their cue from you the Home Group Leader. If you open up with transparency, you’ll
enable the group to discuss issues that they are struggling with.
Tips for digging deeper:
-

Steering the conversation towards real issues that each person faces. Instead of discussing why
“children” sin, or “spouses” sin … talk about about why “I” sin
Begin with personal transparency and openness as a Home Group Leader
Gracefully moving the conversation along when one person (or one issue) dominates the whole
discussion. Say, “This sounds like an issue that won’t be resolved in one sitting, let’s look further into
this after the HG ends. That way we can follow it up better”

If we are to really understand the Human Condition, we need to be honest about the nature of sin in our lives.
How does God practically help us? Some answers could include:
-

He is always willing to take us back if we confess our sins (1 John 1:9)
He puts us in relationship so that what we do is in the light. It’s harder to sin with Godly people
watching
He gives us his holy spirit to guide us into all truth (John 16:13). He convicts us of sin and is our
counsellor. Discuss what it’s like to hear the prompting of the Spirit practically.
We have an advocate with the Father in Jesus Christ (1 John 2:1)

3. In the judgement following the fall God provides a prophetic promise in Genesis 3:15. How does Jesus
fulfil this promise?
Answer Guide: This scripture of promise falls in the middle of God’s judgement for disobedience. So we can see
from the start of Adam and Eve’s rebellion God begins in pursuit of restoration of blessing with his people.
The verse announces hostility between the serpent and the woman and their respective offspring, culminating
in a victory over the servant. Judgement of the serpent, the ancient symbol lf evil that led to the disruption of
the relationship.

Visitors Take Home:
Genesis tells us that, rather than human sin being the end of the story, God immediately
begins the work of redemption as he passionately pursues his human creatures for the
purpose of reconciliation.

F. APPLICATION
Let us shake of the shame and blames of the past and recommit to listening to God and doing what he says.
We can be assured that he gives us the strength and ability to do it only by his grace. Pray for one another in
your area of weakness.

G. LOOKING FORWARD
Next session we will look at the account of the Flood. Please read Genesis 6-9

12
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Session 3: The Flood
God’s grace and promises still stand
Key passage: “God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have established
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.’” Genesis 9:17 (ESV)

A. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF THE SESSION
Humans live a life of blessing, which is soon disrupted by their own rebellion. But right from the start of their
rebellion God begins in pursuit of restoration of blessing with his people. From Genesis 3 to Genesis 6 we see
rebellion spread to Adam and Eve’s children Abel. This pattern of those who follow God and those who don’t is
repeated, but more and more people fail to choose God until the world is almost entirely wicked, except for
Noah.
God’s selection of Noah and rescue from the flood paves the way for God’s first covenant with humanity.

Along with God’s judgement is always a token of grace

B. VIDEO SUMMARY (SESSION 3, 6:30 MINUTES)
The video for Session 3 covers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recap of Session 1 and 2
The Flood: God’s grace and promises still stand
Noah: It’s possible to choose God in a dark world
God gives mankind another chance
Noah’s response was obedience
God resets everything with the flood, giving Humanity another chance
Luke 17:26-27
2 Peter 2:4-10
A greater judgement is yet to come
Session 3 is about God’s grace
Let’s reflect God’s grace in our lives

C. SCRIPTURE READING (Genesis 6:5-22)
Background to the passage:
The flood story is a vid picture of Paul’s statement that the “wages of sin are death” (Rom 6:23a). In the
generation before Noah, there were 2 groups of people: those who followed God (Gen 5) and those who didn't
(Gen 4:17-25). By the time Noah came on the scene humanity had become almost universally wicked (Gen
6:5). Because of this God rendered judgement. But because of Noah’s right choices, he and his family they
were rescued. God then introduced the first of his covenants with humanity. The promise to never destroy the
earth by flood again.
Additional scripture Luke 17:26-27, 2 Peter 2:9

13
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D. MAIN POINT
As we read through Genesis we see the shining light of God’s grace against the dark background of humanity’s
brokenness. Following the fall we see wilful sin escalate to murder and violence, which spreads across the
world. By chapter 6 we see how people without restraint hurt others who perpetuate the cycle. Enter Noah, a
person who thinks differently and chooses to walk with God. His choices reflect his actions and he stands out
from the crowd. God gives humanity another chance. This is a story of grace.
Coming back to our own lives we are also reminded that through the example of Noah’s deliverance we also
can choose what we know is right and good, despite the pressure put on us to conform today’s standards. We
can be encouraged through the promise “The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the
unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment.” (2 Pet 2:9). While we don’t always get things right,
we can rest assured that sin is defeated on the cross and by the power of the Holy Spirit we have the ability
live free from enslavement.

As we make right choices let us also be agents of change ushering in the grace and
promise of God.

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Why is the flood a testimony to God’s grace?
Answer Guide: Take the time to look through the passage in Genesis 6:5-22. What are your memories of the
Noah’s Ark story? Some people only remember that it is the account of God’s judgement and that he wiped out
the Earth because they were so evil.
It’s important to highlight that Noah’s story is essentially God giving mankind another chance. Here are some
indicators:
-

Waters cover the earth (just like the beginning of creation)

-

God makes a covenant (with a rainbow)

-

God gives an opportunity for faith (with the building of the Ark) and this time Mankind through Noah
trusts God

Sometimes, people say that God was so unfair, leaving the fate of humanity to Adam/Eve’s ONE response to sin
(the eating of the fruit). In reality, Cain murdered right after that, and each generation after got worse and
worse.
This question aims to unpack the story that we have all sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. God gave
humanity a second chance. This time, God selects Noah who found favour in the eyes of God. He made right
choices and demonstrated faith.
However, even through this second choice, we will eventually see Humanity go down a familiar cycle of turning
away from God (and needing His grace yet again).
PS: There might be questions or discussion about why God destroyed so many people in the flood. For the early
readers of this text (who were used to nations being wiped out completely), the significant part of this account
is that God spared a people.
2. God shows Grace in this passage. It’ll be one of many times Humanity needs the Grace of God. In the
video Ps. Chris makes mention of a phenomenon where people in the church can grow up not extending a
lot of grace. Read the Prodigal Son account in Luke 15:11-32 especially vs 25-32 which talks about the son
who stays back. Discuss how we can show grace in our church, homes and lives.
Answer Guide: Spend time discussing how God’s grace is meant to inspire us to show grace to others.
14
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When we grow and mature as a Christian, the Holy Spirit works in us to deal with sin and a whole range of
issues in our lives. Over time (if we allow God to work in us), we actually become more and more like Christ and
our old ways become a distant past. It’s a bit like a house that gets cleaner and cleaner. However, sometimes,
once our house is clean (which is a good thing), we can get very attuned to the presence of dirt. It’s possible
then that we perceive people with different sin issues in a bad light, and distance ourselves from them or worse
still judge them. Forgetting that we were once lost and in need of grace, and that (more importantly) we can
still have sin in our lives (Pride and Self-Righteousness being one of the big sin categories). That’s why Jesus
tells the Parable of the Prodigal Son with TWO sons. The second son is a warning to all of us at church, to show
grace.
3. Share of a time where you have seen God deliver you from a personal crisis.
Answer Guide: This is a chance to recall and give thanks to God for his deliverance. Just as the story of Noah
was personal in his own time God is very personal in dealing with each of us. Every person’s story will be
unique, and the likelihood is that we can think of many times God has rescued us.

Visitors Take Home:
“The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 6:23

F. APPLICATION
Talk about ways you can be more gracious to each other in the Home Group and more gracious in your Home.
Perhaps each person in the home group can make a private list of people in their lives that they need to
consciously extend grace to. People who deserve a second chance.

G. LOOKING FORWARD
In the next session we look at the last of the Four Events – The Tower of Babel. In preparation please read
Genesis 11:1-9.
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Session 4: The Tower
Who’s name will be great?
Key passage: "And the Lord came down” Genesis 11:5a

A. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF THE SESSION
We are now into session 4 of The Human Journey where we are taking a look at humanity through the lens of
Genesis. Genesis is an excellent resource because it helps us to see ourselves from a bit of a distance. It speaks
to our origins and beginnings as well as showing us our tendencies and nature through the lives of other
humans. What is surprising is not how different the ancient humans were, but how similar we all are. The
common elements that affected their lives also impact on ours. Their stories provide a platform for us to learn
and make good choices.
This session we see what happens when human creatures disobey God’s command to fill the earth and subdue
it. Instead they chose to gather together to build a city and a tower to make a name for themselves. They were
seeking security and fame. Today, countless industries exist to ensure our security while others exist for no
other reason than to help us draw attention to ourselves. These two primeval desires are part of our fallen
humanity. How we manage our desires by the choices we make today is still a very pertinent question, for as in
the times of Babel, God is ultimately in control.

The tower of Babel was the result of humanity giving in to two primeval drives –security
and fame. These are temptations we have to watch in our own lives.

B. VIDEO SUMMARY (SESSION 4, 7:00 MINUTES)
The video for Session 4 covers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The significance of the tower of Babel
Today industries are built on self promotion
Take a look at the chiastic structure of Genesis 11
God comes down and inspects, makes his own plan
Language is confused and the people are spread out
Despite man’s best efforts, God is in control
Whose glory are you shooting for?
God has no problem to make a person, name or individual great (e.g. Abraham)
When we take it upon ourselves to make our name great we want more. When God gives it to us then
it is his purposes we want to fulfil to give God glory and to bless others.

C. SCRIPTURE READING (Genesis 11:1-9)
Background to the passage
The tower of Babel is one of the most famous scripture passages. The passage begins by pointing out all of
humanity spoke the same language and there was great unity (11:1). Unity is so powerful and has great
potential to the things we do that can bring glory to God. However, on this occasion humanity decides to use it
to take control over the direction of their own lives and to promote themselves.
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Additional scriptures: 1 Corinthians 3:18-20 and 3:12-15.

D. MAIN POINT
The tower of Babel reminds us that two great temptations facing all of humanity is to
focus on our own security and our own reputation at the expense of obeying God

The Tower of Babel is one the last of the major primeval events recorded in Scripture. Similar to the Fall and
the Flood, the Tower sheds light on aspects of our human nature that we still struggle with today. Remember,
God’s original intention was that his human creatures were to fill the earth and subdue it (Gen 1:28). Putting it
another way, working together with God humanity was given the responsibility to tend, protect and beautify
the earth, starting with the Garden of Eden (2:15). Our assignment was given to us as a privilege, and God
would be glorified through it. However, instead of trusting God’s direction and his presence, people turned
away from him. We saw this with Adam and Eve, at the time of Noah and now it happens again resulting in the
Tower of Babel.
In Genesis 11, again the human population had increased, but instead of obeying God’s original plan to fill the
earth and bring glory to God, they sought to establish their own security and fame. By gathering together they
built a city for security, and by building a tower they promoted their own name rather than God’s (Genesis
11:4). Undeterred, we see God respond as the one who is ultimately in charge as “God came down” and took
control. He confused their language and scattered them from the city.
Let’s take this chance to take stock. What are we building in our lives? Is it for our own security or our own
fame that we strive for? Or are we living a life that trusts God to build his name? We need to take these
questions really seriously, as ultimately God is the one in control and to whom we must give an account.

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Read through Genesis 11:1-9 again. How do we build “towers” today? What do we do nowadays that are
monuments to our own security and reputation? What’s wrong with people building the Tower of Babel?
Answer Guide: This is a good point in the series to remind everyone that the accounts we read in Genesis (even
though they were written many thousands of years ago) tell us things about Humanity that still speaks to us
today. We are still people who doubt God, take things into our own hands and sin through murder, deceit, lust
and pride (just to name a few).
By taking time to talk about modern day equivalents to the Tower of Babel, we hope to draw the parallels
between our lives and the lives of the people in Genesis.
A more interesting (and trickier) discussion will be around why it’s wrong. What’s wrong with a heavily curated
Instagram account, or a very successful career that you’ve built for yourself, or a home that is huge and
prestigious?
None of those are wrong (in fact, if God gave it to you, and if it is for His glory, then it’s great!). However, the
real key is in the motivation or purpose behind the endeavour. Do you have your home, or your curated account
or your family even around so that you LOOK good … so that they become symbols of your name and
greatness. Or are they a testimony towards a good God who has shown you grace, who has given you all that
you have (and who created you).
2. Read 1 Corinthians 3:10-23. What works will survive the fire and what will be burnt up?
Answer Guide: 1 Corinthians 3:10-23 talks about works that will be tested. Here Paul explains that we can be
saved through our faith in Christ, there is more to it than just being saved and going to heaven. There are
17
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different levels of works (or things that we do). Some will be burnt up and basically become a waste of time and
other will survive.
I’m sure there’ll be a lot of talk about Godly works such as ministering to the poor, investing in people’s lives
and time with God through prayer etc. Those will clearly be works that will survive. It’s important however, to
also recognise that a lot of “secular” work will also survive. Work that we do in our jobs, and in our homes,
things we build and invest in. There’s a good chance that many of those things (if it’s led by God and driven by
his purposes) will survive.
It’s always a good to reflect on the fact that we are God’s temple and that his Spirit dwells in us. “What would
Jesus do?” is a good quick question to ask as we build things that last. Let’s build up God’s kingdom with all
that we do.
3. Spend time as a home group talking about how God has raised us up. Even though in this passage, God
tears down the Tower than man built, he sets about building his Name up in Abraham and his Household.
Each of us are a product of God doing a great work in us. Let’s share the great things He has done.
Answer Guide: A good way to end the Home Group is to create space for people to talk about how God has
blessed so many in the group. Try to focus on stories that required faith in God, a level of risk and trust. These
testimonies and the discussion should not be about our own ability and should not emphasise how smart,
talented or hard working we are in building our own name … but rather how God intervened through Grace.
Different people have different levels of faith. Some will take huge risks by selling everything, giving to the poor
and following Christ. Whereas others will give the little they can. We should never judge another persons gift or
level of sacrifice as only God knows the heart of the person. What we can do is encourage one another to hear
from God. Every time we respond to God it will involve a level of risk.

Visitor Take Home:
So often we seek security and fame because we long for significance and power over our
own lives. While this is not wrong, the kind of security we build for ourselves ultimately is
not as secure as an eternal God.

F. APPLICATION
Reflect on how much time you spend building God’s kingdom versus building your own kingdom. Do you need
to make changes to recommit to building God’s kingdom? Or are you someone that spends so much time on
ministry that you neglect your personal responsibilities of your own family or work?
Pause and reflect. Spend time quietly praying as individuals before praying for group needs.

G. LOOKING FORWARD
In the next session we look at the first of four personal accounts, the one of Abraham and his journey of FAITH.
Read Genesis 12 (if you are keen, you can read all the way from chapter 12 to 26)
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Session 5: Abraham
The journey of FAITH
Key passage: "Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your county and your kindred and
your father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless
those who bless you, and him who dishonours you I will curse, and in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed. So Abram went, as the Lord had told him.” Genesis 12:1-4a

A. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF THE SESSION
We are at the half way point in our series that looks at The Human Journey. So far we have covered four epic
events that impact our understanding of human history and reveal the brokenness and rebellion that we still
struggle with today. In this session we move from God dealing with humanity a whole through epic events to
God reaching humanity through a person who was chosen to be channel of blessing to the nations.
The key passage today encapsulates the message of the Gospel. It clearly outlines the God’s heart as one who
blesses. The blessings should never stop with us but the we are conduits for blessing to others. We see that
blessing is received by faith. Just as it is received by faith we share God’s blessing by faith too. We also see that
during the course of Abraham’s journey of faith, he was faced with choices and didn't always get it right. Yet
God’s grace was sufficient to bring his promises for Abraham to pass.

God’s desire has always been to bless. As we make right choices the blessings that flow to
us will also bless others.

B. VIDEO SUMMARY (SESSION 5, 8:00 MINUTES)
The video for Session Five covers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recap of Session 1-4
Toledot or “The Account of”
Genesis 12 Abraham
Faith vs Fear
Hebrews 11:8-10
Examples of Abraham acting in Faith and Fear
Story of Isaac
Child Sacrifice: Our God is different from the other Gods
Faith or Fear, What will you choose?

C. SCRIPTURE READINGS (Genesis 12:1-4a, Hebrews 11:1-2)
Background to the passage
Genesis 1-11 sets the scene for the whole of humanity. It culminates in the origin of many languages and
people move out populating the earth as God originally commanded. Now God’s plan of redemption shifts
from reaching humanity as a group to focusing on individuals. The first of these is the family of Terah, the
father of Abram.
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At Chapter 11:27, the Biblical language switches as the narrative time slows down to focus on the account,
toledot, of one family. Beginning with Terah (Abrahams father) and ends at 25:11 with Abrahams death. Terah
was called out from Ur but made it as far as Heran where he took roots. God now appears to Abram, calling
him to move to Canaan. Canaan was to become the Promised Land and the future site for the tribes of Israel
(Jacob).
Additional scripture: Hebrews 11:8-10

D. MAIN POINT
In the story of Abraham we see him chose between faith and fear

After the introduction of human sin, God worked to reconcile all people to himself. However, as we have seen
so far in this series (i.e. with the fall, the flood and the tower of Babel; Genesis 1-11), the pattern of sin,
judgement and a token of grace are repeated each time. God now shifts from relating to humanity as a whole,
to reaching out to one individual. He still aims to address the sin problem and reconcile humanity to himself,
but now he chooses to make a covenant with one man, Abram. Abrah, will become Abraham, the patriarch of
the nation of Israel, an ancestor of the ultimate Saviour, Jesus (Matt 1:1), and the “father” of all who journey
through life with faith in God.
Despite that Abraham is upheld as a supreme example of faith, he was not perfect. In his FAITH journey, there
were times he was confused, anxious or disappointed. This caused him to respond to his circumstances in fear
rather than faith. Included were the two times he lied about Sarah being his wife (Gen 12:11-15, 20:2) and
choosing to have a child with his servant rather than wait for God’s promise of an heir being fulfilled through
his wife.
Similar to us, God put Abraham in situations where he had to totally rely on God, however he failed because
his focus shifted from God to his circumstances. He went by human reason rather than by faith. We can learn
from Abraham, that when your faith gives way to fear you can step out of the will of God may end up getting
you into more trouble. Obedience is to do what God says – he is trustworthy and well able to accomplish all he
has promised.

This journey of faith is one that all of us must all travel.

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Break into groups and have each group pick one of the accounts of Abraham (you don’t need to cover all
of them). Within the sub-group discuss Abraham’s Faith or Fear response. What would be a modern day or
real present life example of a similar situation that the group may have had to face. Get the group to
present. Here are the events in Abraham’s life:
Go to Canaan

Genesis 12:4-9

Hagar & Ishmael

Genesis 16

Lie about Sarah

Genesis 12:10-20

Lies about Sarah again

Genesis 20

Lot choosing

Genesis 13

Testing of Isaac

Genesis 22

Four kings

Genesis 14-15

Death of Sarah

Genesis 23
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Answer Guide: This might take a bit of time, but it will be a good way to get your group engaging with Biblical
Narratives. Depending on how big your home group is, you may not be able to get a group for each section.
Even if you break into two group, its ok. Just let the group pick a story that they like (Ideally, with at least one
group picking a faith example and one group picking a fear example)
2. Share a time when you had to demonstrate Faith and trust in God. Looking back on it now, is there
anything you would have done differently?
Answer Guide: After people have had a chance to share, try to summarise the key points that were common to
all stories. Do the same for things they would have done differently. What commonalities do you see between
your group and what Abram faced?
3. What are some of the key elements of Abraham’s worldview that helped him to obey God? (Refer to
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-16).
Answer Guide: This passage is part of a larger discourse on Faith (Hebrews 11:1-12:3). The key elements that
we can glean from scripture are
-

He had faith to believe God would be true to his promise (v. 1, 11)
“For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.” (v.
10). He had a vision from God that was beyond his own understanding or experience.
His desire was for a better country (v. 16). Abraham was hungry. Hunger has a way of driving us to
endure pain as we push through to get the reward for what we are seeking.

See, also Acts 7:1-7, esp v. 6.

Visitor Take Home:
Faith is a strong conviction in something or someone that they will be true to their word.
Scripture shows us that God is true to his word and we can trust him.

F. APPLICATION
We need to encourage one another in our journeys of Faith as none of us is immune to discouragement and
doubt. Pray for those who are feeling challenged in areas of their faith now. Pray for them to be able to hang
onto God and trust his promises. Pray that all fear would give way to his shalom peace. Submit any
“mountains” to God and trust him to move any obstacles that are necessary for his promise to come to pass.

G. LOOKING FORWARD
In the next Session we look at generational blessings as Isaac carries the promises given to Abraham. We also
see Isaac struggle in his journey as he makes the same mistake as his father. Read Genesis 26
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Session 6: Isaac
Generational connection
Key passage: "I am the God of Abraham your father” Genesis 26:24

A. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF THE SESSION
In the last Session, we introduced the concept of Toledot, the generational account. A recurring theme in
Genesis is that humans are all connected generationally. We aren’t built in factories or made up of spare parts.
We are birthed from parents who themselves were birthed from parents. The story of Isaac’s life is a good
place for us to stop and consider how at some level we can carry on the sins of our parents and the blessings
as well.

The story of Isaac shows us that at some level we can carry on the blessings and sins of
our parents.

B. VIDEO SUMMARY (SESSION 6, 6:30 MINUTES)
The video for Session Six covers:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recap of Toledot (generational accounts)
We are all connected generationally
Isaac is a pretty decent person
Isaac sins like his father
Isaac inherits the same promise
These same promises flow on to us

C. SCRIPTURE READING (Genesis 26:1-13)
Background to the passages
With Abraham’s death in Genesis 25, the narrative (toledot) switches to Isaac. If you read carefully into this
passage you see how the promise God gave to Abraham now gets passed onto his son Isaac (Gen 26:3-4). This
is the generational blessing. Isaac like Abraham is not given exclusive access to the land, but was told to live it
in as a stranger. This was, in part, so that Isaac would rely on God has his provider and is a reminder that it was
not his permanent home, for God has something better in eternity.
Interestingly, Isaac is faced with similar testings of faith soon after the promise was given. This time it involved
his beautiful wife Rebekah. Isaac lied thinking, as Abraham, it was necessary to spare his life. Like Abraham,
God delivered Isaac from the situation and blessed him abundantly.
Additional scriptures Colossians 1:27, Acts 1:8, Matthew 5:16
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D. MAIN POINT
We carry with us the generational blessings of God so that his purposes will continue to
be fulfilled

In the last Session, we introduced the concept of toledot, the generational account. A recurring theme in
Genesis shows how our lives as humans are all connected generationally. We are birthed from parents who
themselves were birthed from parents. As well as receiving genetic similarities from our parents we also have
a spiritual inheritance. These can be blessings and/or curses depending on the choices they made in their lives
relating to God.
In Genesis 26 we see how God reveals himself to Isaac who is facing a challenging famine. [Remember that all
of Abraham’s inheritance went to Isaac so he would have been responsible for hundreds of people let alone
the many herds of cattle, sheep, goats, donkeys and camels which needed resources]. He was told not to go to
Egypt but to stay in the land God had promised he would give to Abraham’s decedents. The covenant promise
of blessing given to his father was now his (Genesis 26:3-4). We also see the reiteration of the promise of
global redemption, as through Isaac all nations of the earth would be blessed. Despite the personal revelation
of God, not long afterwards we see Isaac fearing for his life and lying about Rebekah to protect himself (7-11),
just as his father had earlier lied about Sarah.
The story of Isaac’s life is a good place for us consider how at some level we can carry on the sins of their
parents and the blessings as well. When making decisions that impact our own FAITH response to God, we
need to keep in mind it will impact our future generations as well.

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What kind of things have passed down from your generation (parents or grandparents)? Spend time
discussing how it’s shaped you or affected you.
Answer Guide: This is a good time to get the balance correct in our understanding of the generational link
between us and our ancestors. Like it or not, we are heavily influenced by our parents, and there decisions our
parents (and their parents) have made that continue to have an effect on our lives (both spiritual and natural).
An honest discussion about this in your group will give you better insight into what’s going on in the lives of
your home group members. It will also enable you to correct any wrong theology around generational issues.
Things to remember include:
-

While the things of the past can affect us, we are not bound by them as Jesus has won the victory. We
are a new creation (Gal 3:13 and 2 Corinthians 5:17)
Don’t just focus on the negative, there are many blessings that have been passed on to us as well
(both spiritual and natural)
It’s wise for us to factor in things things that may have passed down. Once we are aware of it, we can
address it

This question is posed to discover the awareness that each person has regarding our spiritual heritage.
Generational blessing and curses are something that is was evident in lives of the Israelites (Exodus 20:5; 34:7;
Numbers 14:18; Deuteronomy 5:9). For the Christian who is worried about a generational curse, the answer is
salvation through Jesus Christ. A Christian is a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). How can a child of God still be
under God’s curse (Romans 8:1)? The cure for a “generational curse” is repentance of the sin in question, faith
in Christ, and a life that is consecrated to the Lord (Romans 12:1-2).

23

23

THE HUMAN JOURNEY [LEADERS COPY]

2. Read Genesis 12:1-3, 22:15-18 and 26:3-4. What are the core messages of God’s promises to Abraham and
Isaac?
Answer Guide:
Abraham

Isaac

Go… to the land that I will show you

Dwell in the land which I tell you

I will make of you a great nation,

to you and to your offspring I will give all these lands

I will bless you and make your name great

I will establish the oath that I swore to Abraham
your father.

you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless
you. him who dishonors you I will curse

I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven
and will give to your offspring all these lands

in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed

And in your offspring all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed,

3. How can you be an initiator of change in your own family? What choices can you make today that will
ensure God’s blessing to the next generation?
Answer Guide: Ultimately it will be through the conviction of the Holy Spirit that they will initiate change for
good in their lives. Take time to for people to reflect and even pray about these changes. Ask them how they
will keep each other accountable to decisions they make to change.

Visitor Take Home:
We live in a dangerous world and it is perfectly natural to live in fear. We don't want to be
hurt and try to protect ourselves by accumulating money and power, but we see that
doesn’t work. What gives us peace in an uncertain future is only the knowledge that God
has been with us, is with us and will be with us.

F. Application
If people in the group have concerns about generational curses or are uncertain about their futures, pray for
them and encourage them. It’s possible for you to pray right there in the home group to break generational
curses and things that have flowed downwards from the past.
In addition, FGA’s pastoral staff are always available to pray so that any generational curses can be broken and
people set free. You can make an appointment or ask for prayer after Sunday service.

G. LOOKING FORWARD
In the next Session we look at Isaac’s son Jacob who is the recipient of the Abrahamic blessing despite his
repetitive sin of deceiving. Read Genesis 27 and 28
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Session 7: Jacob
Grace abounds
Key passage: "Is he not rightly called Jacob? For he has cheated me two times” Genesis
27:36

A. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF THE SESSION
In the last session we looked at our generational connection with the human story. We are connected to
1.
2.
3.
4.

Creation
Adam in the fall
Noah in the flood
To be his descendants at Babel then specifically Terah to Abraham, Isaac and now Jacob. What is so
special about these humans is for that Genesis doesn't gloss over their lives but with raw honesty it
reveals the flaws. It is not “photoshopped” at all. Jacob, the focus of this session is case in point.

Jacob, whose name means deceiver, cheated his brother out of his father’s inheritance and out of his blessing.
Even after his encounter with God, where the Abrahamic covenant was made with Jacob, he continued to
show manipulative behaviours. Yet in the end he trusted God and saw how God delivered him from seemingly
hopeless circumstances and blessed him abundantly.

God is fully aware of our weakness. But as we take hold of his promises, his grace
abounds to us.

B. VIDEO SUMMARY (SESSION 7, 8:00 MINUTES)
The video for Session Seven covers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recap of all the sessions
There are no perfect people in the book of Genesis
Genesis 27 Jacob
He is a perfect case of flawed Humanity. He cheats and he gets cheated
Genesis 25 Jacob cheats Esau out of birthright
Esau introduces a new element into the story
He shows grace to his brother
Jacob encounters God
It’s a story of Grace and Hope

C. SCRIPTURE READING (Genesis 27)
Background to the passages
Isaac has twin sons, Esau and Jacob. As the older brother, Esau was the one who was meant to inherit the
father’s material welfare and which also came with a spiritual blessing. The first cheating takes place when
Esau was hungry and gave away his birth right to Jacob in exchange for a meal. In the second incident, as Jacob
was favoured by his mother Rebekah and they devised a plot where Jacob would deceive his father to receive
the generational blessing. To secure the blessing Jacob lied twice to his father. When Esau found out, he was
25

25

THE HUMAN JOURNEY [LEADERS COPY]

devastated and sought to kill Jacob so he fled for his life. However God’s presence was with him and he found
two wives and prospered in his work as a goat farmer, working for his uncle.
Jacob recognises that it is God who has blessed him despite the mistreatment from his uncle. God is the one
who sees and rewards. God makes a way for Jacob to return to the promised land and reconcile with his
brother.
.
Additional scripture Isaiah 41:14, 2 Corinthians 12:9, 1 John 1:9

D. MAIN POINT
Despite being a deceiver God’s grace extends to Jacob by revealing himself in an
encounter that changes the course Jacob’s life.

In the story we see Jacob who is chosen by God but is a deceiver and conspires with his mother to cheat the
elder brother and lie to deceive the father. Isaac is now old and cannot see well, so must be close to death.
Before he dies he wants to release the blessing on his firstborn son, Esau. While Esau is out hunting game for
his father to eat, Jacob and his mother hatch a risky plan. They dress Jacob up in his brother’s clothes and use
props to trick Isaac into thinking it was his brother. Only Jacob’s voice gives him away. But after lying twice to
his father he receives the blessing. The blessing includes prosperity in farming the land, becoming a ruler of
nations as well of his father’s house. Whoever curses Jacob would be cursed and whoever blesses him would
be blessed. This blessing was irrevocable, for when Esau learned of what had happened he tried to get a
blessing from his father. Unfortunately for him, all the blessing had gone to his brother. Esau’s rage causes
Jacob to flee for his life.
Jacob’s first recorded personal encounter with the Lord occurs when he is fleeing from his brother. In the
dream God reiterates the original covenant promise given to Abraham (28:14) as well as promising to protect
him wherever he goes. True to his word God blesses Jacob while in a foreign land, protects him and even
enables reconciliation with his bother many years later. This story is clearly one of grace.
If you feel like grace has been talked about before, you’re right. God’s grace in the midst of Humanity’s failures
is a recurring theme in the book of Genesis. In Session 3, God’s grace poured out to mankind as a whole and
we were given another chance. In today’s session, God’s grace pours out to an individual who has cheated all
of his life.

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What about human nature propels us to cheat? Take time to revise and think back of the previous
sessions. What things can we say about human nature that we’ve picked up from Genesis (both the good
and the bad)?
Answer Guide: Take some time to do a bit of revision. It’s important that your home group has a good grasp of
the Book of Genesis and the narratives that are in it. Remember that we are looking at the Human Journey and
that Genesis shows us a lot about humanity and the very nature of our lives.
One way to handle this discussion question is to get your home group to talk about the story or narrative that
most resonated with them. Maybe they can pick an example from Adam, Eve, Cain, Noah, Abraham, Isaac or
many of the other characters or incidents in the book of Genesis that reveals something about their own lives.
Jacob himself has many stories too
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2. Read the story of Jacob’s encounter with God in Genesis 28:10-22. What about Jacob’s reaction to the
dream is significant. Discuss what it’s like to have an encounter with God (anyone in your group like to
share?)
Answer Guide: You could draw on many aspects of the dream and Jacobs reaction. Firstly he is surprised it was
a holy place as it must have appeared to be an ordinary camping site. Jacob’s response was to build a memorial
to the Lord and anoint it with oil (representing God’s presence). He also renames the place Bethel, meaning
House of God. Lastly he makes a vow that if God holds to his promise he will accept this relationship God offers
and seal it with a tithe of all his future income.
This is a good time to discuss encounters with God. Maybe pause and take time for your group to share some
of the formative encounters they’ve had with God. One DEFINITIVE marker of a good encounter with God is
that YOU COME OUT TRANSFORMED.
3. Read about the reunion of Jacob and Esau in Genesis 33. How is this an example of how we should show
Grace to others?
Answer Guide: If your home group is not familiar with the history between Jacob and Esau, take to refresh their
memory: Jacob cheated Esau out of birthright for some soup, and then later pretended to be Esau to get the
inheritance and blessing from his father. Jacob then ran away out of fear of his life. Even when returning to see
Esau again, he was so scared that he brought lots of gifts and put everyone else in front of him so that Esau
would get lots of presents first (and presumably, so that they would get killed first giving Jacob time to react or
run away).
Throughout this series we see the problems of human sin and the grace of God to bring good out of the
situation, even in the worst judgements. We are called to emulate God in being good to the wicked. “You have
heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. (Matthew 5:43-45)

Visitor Take Home:
The great apostle Paul boasted of his weaknesses. Every time he pleaded for God to
change his situation, “Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best
in weakness.” 1 Corinthians 12:9

F. APPLICATION
Is there someone who you are offended by or struggling with. Show grace to them by praying for them and
blessing them. This maybe best done by pairing of with someone else and praying for one another.

G. LOOKING FORWARD
In the final Session we look at Joseph and how the circumstances of life can be used as a solid foundation for
God to launch his great purpose for our lives. Read about Joseph in Genesis 37 to 50
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Session 8: Joseph
The Salvation of Many
Key passage: "You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good, to accomplish
what is now being to accomplish the saving of many lives” Genesis 50:19-21 (NIV)

A. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF THE SESSION
We are in the last session in our series that looks at the Human Journey. Joseph is one of the biggest sections
of Genesis and the pinnacle of the book. One way to look at Genesis is as the first scroll of the Torah. In fact,
the Torah is the first book of the TaNaK. It is a prequel to how Israel got to Egypt and the exodus where God
calls a people for himself. Joseph’s story also caps off the prominent theme of Genesis, that God is a good God.
Joseph is a prime example of someone who thinks differently from those around him. God gives him a promise
and he believes it. Then all kinds of bad things happen to him. He is betrayed by family, sold as a slave, falsely
accused when serving faithfully, imprisoned and forgotten before God delivers him. Ultimately through it all,
God is faithful. All the tragedy gets turned around. In the end the brothers who initially rejected and discarded
him for as good as dead can clearly see how God is good and used his situation for the betterment of many.

Joseph is a prime example of someone who thinks differently from those around him.
Despite multiple tragedies and entrapments, Joseph’s life becomes one of great blessing
for many.

B. VIDEO SUMMARY (SESSION 8, 6:00 MINUTES)
The video for Session Eight covers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Genesis is the first book of the Torah
God is a good God
Genesis 50:20
Joseph responds differently from those who came before him
We are made in God’s image, with the capacity to do good
Genesis 12:2
God always intended to turn the things that were used for harm for good and the saving of many lives

C. SCRIPTURE READING (Genesis 37-50)
Background to the passages
The story of Joseph is one of the longer narratives in Genesis. Joseph is number 11 of 12 great grandsons of
Abraham. The names of his eleven brothers will be come the names of the tribes of Israel. He is the eldest son
of Jacob’s favoured wife Rachel and is therefore greatly loved by his father. Jacob is clearly chosen by God as
revealed to him in the prophetic dreams he had as a boy. As well as getting his brothers into trouble with their
father Joseph boasted in is revelations that showed that God had favoured him and given him superiority.
While these were true revelations, joseph would have to endure much before they would come to pass.
Additional scriptures John 10:10
28
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D. MAIN POINT
The human journey is our journey back to a good God

Television programs portraying ordinary people in unexpected situations have exploded over the last 20 year.
Research into the cause of their popularity shows that it lies more with empathy for the characters rather than
voyeurism or enjoying to see someone humiliated. This is probably one of the things that initially attracts us
about the story of Joseph. On first reading Joseph’s narrative is striking due to the horrible treatment he
endured from many parties starting with his brothers, then as a slave, wrongfully accused and imprisoned,
seemingly forgotten in prison until his fame of his revelationary gift of dream interpretation is revealed to
pharaoh. How many times he must have wondered, “Where is God in all this?”. Despite the prophetic dreams
he was given as a boy, he must have wondered if God had abandoned him.
However if you read the end of the story, it reveals a very different perspective. Looking at all the events in his
life we can clearly see how God allowed these events to occur and he orchestrated Joseph to be in a position
that would not only save his entire family, but the nation of Egypt and possibly more.
We can take encouragement from this story. If your life is a mess or God seems absent remember that God
can use the difficulties and the pain of life to accomplish his purposes through you and for “the saving of many
lives”.

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What stands out to you about the story of Joseph? See if you can highlight differences between Joseph
and all of the other characters in Genesis before him.
Answer Guide: This question gives people a chance to share how this story speaks to them. It will also speak to
the way they think. Joseph is the highlight and peak of the book of Genesis. He (just like Adam/Abraham etc.
that went before him) also got great promises from God. However, instead of fear and doubt, Joseph readily
believes God – despite all kinds of adversity that comes his way. We see him act righteously in running away
from Potiphar’s wife, we see him deal generously when we meets fellow prisoners and ultimately we see him
show grace with his own brothers who beat him up and left him for dead.
2. What is a significant event in your life where someone meant it for evil but God intended it for good?
Answer Guide: Throughout the whole series we have seen many tragedies. All kinds of terrible things happen to
the humans in the book of Genesis. This really is kind of the story of our lives. We are always surrounded by
problems, issues, things that don’t go our way. We know that there is evil in the world. We can see it all
around, and unfortunately all of us have tasted its effects and its fruit.
This is a good opportunity for you to get your group to reflect on how God has turned around evil or bad
situations for his good. A good example of this is Jesus Christ. The most evil things were done to Him (betrayed,
beaten and crucified), yet we now celebrate his instrument of death (the cross) as our symbol of hope and
victory – the key to salvation of the whole world.
NOTE: It’s not God who initiates evil. God is able to redeem evil so that ultimately he wins.
3. What helps you to hang on to the promises that God has given you?
Answer Guide: Talk about practical steps that we can take to maintain and remain steadfast in our faith in God
and His promises. Maybe your Home Group can come up with ways to encourage each other. Some examples
include:
-

Regular reading of the Bible
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-

Memorising God’s promises
A regular devotion that sends you promises
Talking to people who build your faith

Visitor Take Home:
Just as the first Christmas changed the lives of many, Jesus is alive today and desiring to
change your world also. All you have to do is ask.

F. Application
As if there are those among you who are struggling to make sense of life’s circumstances. Encourage them that
it is not the end of the story. Remind each other of God’s goodness and pray for one another that his good
purposes will be seen through all of the present challenges.
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APPENDIX I
FIVE CORE VALUES OF FGAM
Evangelistic • Apostolic • Pastoral • Teaching • Prophetic
The five core values of FGAM have been broken down into the 5-letter acronym for F.A.I.T.H.

FAITHFUL TO THE MISSION (F):
Faithful has been chosen as opposed to Excellence (which we used to have in our values statement).
Excellence is not up there as part of our vision for how to serve because in order for things to be excellent, you
have to devote all your resources to it and everything drops on the side to make that one thing excellent. A lot
of people nowadays are pursing excellence (six sigma, zero tolerance through a whole bunch of excellence
processes) but the thing is … a lot of guys die on the way to excellence. Excellence is a bit of commodity
everyone is pushing for it in spurts and with very tightly defined boundaries.
Faithful is the new spectacular. As for me I just want to be a faithful pastor and if I can really be honest with
you now, when I was younger, I wanted to be an excellent pastor but now I have seen so many guys fall and I
just want to be the real thing I want to finish my days serving the Lord and be a faithful pastor to the mission
that God has for me and I want to be a faithful husband, a faithful father and I tell you with today lack of
loyalty, faithful is the new spectacular. It is spectacular to find the guy who will serve the lord with joy, it is
spectacular to find the person with one wife the whole time and his family survived the whole thing. I was just
thinking faithful to the mission for me and excellent also has this problem of our own achievement and if I
have done excellent it is my own doing, faithfulness removes that away so I sow the seeds, I water it and God
brings the excellence so we are not saying let’s be terrible and I think faithfulness reaps excellence whereas I
think you can short cut a lot of things and get excellence, in today world there are a lot of shortcuts to get
excellence and I am not keen on these so that is off for us and you are going to hear us talk about that a lot
from us but I am giving you the short version.

ACTIVE AND PERSONALLY INVOLVED (A):
Active sits against conceptual. How are we going to serve the Lord, what does serving look like? What is the
vision when you close your eyes – serving is being faithful is it serving every day or serving the lord but not
being active because today we live in a generation that is big on intentions and ideas – let’s solve world
poverty and go for a rock concert and that’s about it, we buy all these brands, promote love, climb the highest
mountain for you on my T-shirt, they big on their ideas but they are not doing it. I have just finished a book
called, “Love Does”. For us it has to be active or the word that we discussed is incarnate it has to be involved
us in the flesh and so if we are serving then not just pay money for someone to serve the Lord, we don’t want
that e.g. P&W team can’t pay people to come and play for us or pay a missionary so we are doing the stuff but
not active in it.

INTIMATE RELATIONALLY (I):
I is intimate. We are going to do our relationship intimately. We tossed between using the word intimate and
the word love. Love is a more technically appropriate word to use, however, the problem with the word Love
in this day and age is that I can say “I can love my coffee, I love my car, I love all kinds of things”. It is really
hard and for it to be the distinctive of FGA. For it means that Ps. Quentin is going to get involved with your
children life, finding out their grades/home life. It’s like being an interfering parent all over the place almost
like an Asian way to be a lot more intimate with the relationship. So how are we going to serve? We are going
to serve intimately which involves getting to know people, understanding the differences between each of us
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and the kind of conflict that comes with a close-knit relationship. Intimate sits against clean and neat. That is
why there will be a lot not dead set written down yet will be some but not a lot to allow the intimacy to occur
which is quite a Hebrew way.

TEACHABLE IN DISCIPLESHIP (T):
How are we going to serve? With a teachable spirit. That is the entire discipleship model we are also going to
have the orientation of teaching – I catch myself how often how I get irritated with my kids for not learning
things fast enough or I get irritated with some people that I teach the computers but I have to understand that
people are learning – I have practiced a thousand times but my kids are learning to control their emotions,
growing up and learning how to build their characters to tell the truth so a few times they will lie, throw
tantrums but if we remember how we serve is in this whole model of teaching and being teachable as
discipleship then we account for all those thing – part of it was inspired by people that had inspired me. As for
intimate, Roger has inspired me during the holiday we go together and for teachable Quentin and his team has
really inspired me for that as Quentin takes these really young guys in their raw format and Quentin has the
patience to teach them, disciple and groom them and then they graduated into our main ministry. A lot of our
ministries are powered by people that come out of the pipeline of other ministries. That is a good model for us
to have a teaching teachable discipling type model. Teachable sits against Expert. We are always a learner,
there usually an expert service model so when you talk about serving- you always go and get the expert but
what I want is to get the learners.

HOLY AND SET APART FOR GOD (H):
Holy (H) used to be something that was judged based on appearance or outside so e.g. he is a holy person, he
does not smoke and drink, does not do this or that etc... holiness for us from the biblical meaning means set
apart (in purpose). A good analogy for holy is water. Water can be used for all kind of things. You can wash
your car, your dog can drink it, you can wash your dirty boots, you can bathe with your water, you can swim in
it or boat ride on the water but then water in the temple of God becomes holy water. It looks exactly the same
and I reckon the molecular composition is exactly the same as water used for watering your garden. God can
use things solely for his purposes. Holy is there for us so that when we go off and do normal things we
remember that its purposes are for God - so that God’s name get glorified. If anyone looks at our activities, it
looks like a dance competition and looks like water. Holy water. We make sure that people knows its purposes
and our lives are like that too. That means as Christians, Raymond, you should look like an accountant except
that you are a holy accountant because everything in your life exists for the purpose of God. That is the
concept of Holy. So, the holy for purpose sits opposed to looking holy. I think in our past we have a whole
bunch of things that just look holy so people serve to look holy which is what we don’t want.
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NOTES:
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