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OVERVIEW 
JESUS, God With Us 

 

Series Passage: “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21 

UNDERSTANDING JESUS THROUGH THE EYES OF MATTHEW 
How well do you know the Good News? Over the series “JESUS, God With Us”, we 
will get to know Jesus through an eyewitness account. It’s through Matthew’s gospel 
we discover that the New Testament is a book of fulfillment of promises contained in 
the Old. These promises are fulfilled through the birth, life & teachings, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. They are central to our faith and to all of life, enabling us 
to enjoy a relationship with God through the defeat of sin and evil.  

If Jesus is God with us then it changes everything. The series is an opportunity for us 
to get closer to Jesus, the God who came to us and dwells with us. Through his life 
on earth, he changed not only the world he was in but has continued to impact all 
generations, cultures and nations throughout history, including our lives today. 

 

The Gospel is the good news that  

God became man in Jesus Christ.  

He lived the life we should have lived and  

died the death we should have died — in our place.  

Three days later He rose from the dead, proving that He is 

the Son of God and offering the gift of salvation and  

forgiveness of sins  

to those who repent and believe in Him. 

 

THE BOOK OF MATTHEW 

The Gospel of Matthew is the account of the life of Jesus written by the disciple that 
was with Jesus from the beginning. Writing it around 30-40 years after Jesus’ death 
and resurrection, this book went on to become one of the most highly revered and 
frequently quoted gospels for the first three centuries of the church.  
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Matthew describes Jesus as the Doer and the Teacher, someone who would be a 
living embodiment of God With Us. He recorded at least 20 specific miracles and 5 
major messages.  

In the Old Testament, the Jewish nation represented God’s Kingdom on earth. 
Through their struggles, the prophet’s foretold of a time when a new king would 
come that would rule over all. That’s why, in Jesus’ time, there was great anticipation 
that God would send the Messiah who would deliver his people from oppressive 
Roman rule, and re-establish the Kingdom of God among the Jewish people.  

John the Baptist’s role was to awaken the Jewish people to the promises of God and 
his Messiah (3:12), by proclaiming the Kingdom of God. Likewise, Jesus preached 
about the kingdom from the beginning (4:24) and he sent out the 12 disciples with 
the same message (10:1-7). Yet the good news of the kingdom required a moral and 
spiritual response from the people and not simply the acceptance of a ruler. Jesus 
made it clear he did not come to defeat Rome but to transform the hearts and lives 
of all those who came to him. Many did, while many, including Judas, one of his own, 
didn’t. 

Matthew begins his account by putting Jesus in context of key historical people in 
the history of the world. Showing his heredity was both divine and of kings. Matthew 
arranged his material in a topical order, rather than chronologically as one may 
expect in a modern biography. Based on Matthew’s arrangement, this series will 
highlight key aspects of Jesus’ life and ministry that are relevant to us today.  

 

ABOUT THE SERIES: JESUS - GOD WITH US 
In this series “JESUS, God With Us” we will get to know Jesus through Matthew’s 
eyewitness account. It’s through Matthew we discover that the New Testament is a 
book of fulfillment of promises contained in the Old Testament. These promises are 
fulfilled through the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Over the six sessions we will look at the Who, What, Why, Where, When and How of 
Jesus: 

1. Who is Jesus 
2. What Jesus do publicly 
3. Why he interacted privately with his disciples 
4. Where we stand when confronted by Jesus 
5. When and how was his mission on earth was fulfilled 
6. Finally, we look at How Jesus wants us to do as disciples and how we can 

follow him now.  
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“The Old Testament is the book of promise but the 

New Testament is a book of fulfillment.” Be Loyal, 

Warren Wiersbe 

 

ABOUT THE SESSIONS 
Over six sessions we will look aspects of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. A 
person who was fully human, and fully divine, sent by the Father and empowered by 
the Spirit to be the saviour of the world.  

The following table outlines the key points of each Session: 

SESSION TITLE MAIN POINT PRE-READING 

Session 1 Jesus is 
Immanuel 

WHO: God becomes a man to be with 
us 

Matt 1:1 – 4:17 

Session 2 Jesus Goes 
Public 

WHAT: Jesus brings the kingdom to 
people’s lives 

Matt 4:18 – 16:20 

Session 3 Jesus Disciples WHY: Jesus explains to his disciples in 
private 

Matt 16:21 – 18:35 

Session 4 Jesus 
Confronts 

WHERE: Clash of two kingdoms Matt 19:1– 25:46 

Session 5 Jesus Fulfils WHEN: Christ fulfils God’s promises Matt 26:1 – 28:15 

Session 6 Jesus 
Commissions 

HOW: Jesus calls us to follow Matt 28:16 – 20 

Additional 
videos 

Worship Intro 

Matthew Party 

Worship for Home Groups 

Reaching out  

 

 

READ THE BOOK OF MATTHEW WITH YOUR HOME GROUP 

This series comes with some new challenges. The format for each session has a 
heavy emphasis on self-discovery through the reading and reflecting on Scripture (as 
such, the optional Biblical spotlight section in previous series has become part of the 
Discussion section). Given the study of Scripture, the questions will take more time 
to do so have been reduced to two. If you only have time to complete one, we 
suggest that you choose one that studies the Word. You can throw a challenge the 
group to answer the other question in their own devotional time.  

Furthermore, to increase our familiarity with the Bible, a major aim of the series is to 
read through the entire Book of Matthew (28 chapters). We are approaching this by 
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suggesting which chapters of Matthew can be pre-read BEFORE each of the home 
group sessions (see the table above). You may note that the 28 chapters are 
unequally allocated. This is deliberate so the allocated section of Matthew provides 
the most relevance for each of the sessions. We hope that this structure gives your 
group the chance to have more meaningful discussions and consequently deeper 
learnings form the series. Home group leaders may have to remind their groups to 
do the pre-reading in between the sessions. 

SESSION STRUCTURE 

Here is the suggested format for your home group: 

SESSION ACTIVITY TIME 

Worship / Opening Prayer 5-20 mins 

Welcome and Session Introduction 10 mins 

Review the pre-reading 5 mins 

Watch Session Video and read Main Point 10 mins 

Address one of more of the Questions 30 mins 

Application & pray for needs 10 mins 

TOTAL TIME 60-90 mins 

 

In addition, we have prepared two extra videos that we hope will provide practical 
helps for your home group. 

WORSHIP IN YOUR HOME GROUP 

The first supplementary video on worship, is to help your group to prepare spiritually 
for discussion and revelation of the Holy Spirit through each of the sessions.  

This is a special video segment that Chris has prepared to encourage your home 
group to worship together. The home group is not just a place to come and 
fellowship and learn about the Bible, but it is important that as you meet together 
you build the spiritual climate through worshiping the Lord. 

ORGANISE A MATTHEW PARTY 

This JESUS, God With Us series is ideally suited to non-believers. We would 
encourage you to invite new people along with the intention that they discover 
Jesus for themselves. So many of our church are blessed with gifts of hospitality and 
most, if not all of us, love eating together. This extra video shows what it could look 
like if your group reaches out via a Matthew Party. It will be discussed more in 
Sessions 2 & 6, but it is our hope that you will let God use our ordinary things to do 
something extraordinary in the life of someone else.   
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE 
The "JESUS, God With Us" video streaming and copies of the Leader’s Guide and 
Member’s Notes are available for download at 
http://fgam.org.au/media/homegroup-materials. You can also get a copy of the 
Videos on a memory stick from the church office. If you are unable to access the files 
or need assistance with printing notes, please let us know (contact Ps. YC Goh, 0425 
799 576, yc.goh@fgam.org.au).  

The Jesus (God with Us) Sunday preaching series will for 8 weeks from 15th March to 
12th April, 2020 (Easter Sunday). Sermons will be available online in video 
(http://fgam.org.au/media/video-sermons) or audio 
(http://fgam.org.au/media/audio-sermons) format. 

Two other books that you may find useful for leading the series are: 

1. Be Loyal: Matthew Following the King of Kings, by Warren Wiersbe (2019). 
This book is an easy to read commentary on Matthew. Wiersbe provides great 
insights into how Matthew put the book together to show the carful fulfilment 
of promises from historical and cultural perspectives, as well as the 
contrasting responses to Jesus’ ministry. 

  

2. Evangelism in a Sceptical World: How to Make the Unbelievable News About 
Jesus More Believable, by Sam Chan (2018). This highly recommended book 
on apologetics will help you to find new evangelism strategies, as those of the 
recent past are no longer effective in today's post-church world. This 
guidebook presents field-tested methods that really work, getting past the 
defensive posture that people have toward Christianity so they can seriously 
consider the claims of Jesus. 
 
 

Keywords:  Jesus • Witness • Faithful • Kingdom of God • Disciple 

 

F.A.I.T.H. emphasis: F - Faithful to the Mission 
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SESSION 1 
WHO: JESUS IS IMMANUEL 

 

Key Passage: “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).” Matthew 1:21-23 

 

A. INTRODUCTION  
In this series we look at the life and ministry of Jesus through the eyes of one of the 
Lord’s twelve disciples, Matthew. Matthew was a man deeply impacted by Jesus. 
Before his transformation he worked for the Roman government collecting taxes, an 
occupation known for greed and corruption. He was perceived to be the worst kind 
of Jew, both a traitor and a thief. Matthew’s conversion (recorded in Matt 9:9-17) was 
a perfect example of the grace of God and the genuine response to the gift of 
salvation offered to him. His change of name from Levi to Matthew, meaning gift of 
God, reflected this.  

In writing his account of the life and ministry of Jesus, Matthew became a bridge 
builder. Forging the gap between the Jew and the Gentile, the sinner and God, and 
demonstrating that the Old Testament promises were orchestrated by the Father to 
be fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Matthew has a lot to teach us about Jesus and the 
Kingdom of God. 

In today’s session we ask Who is Jesus? We see that Jesus, who both Son of David (a 
royal king) and Son of God. Indeed, he is Immanuel, God with us. We hope that not 
only you, but also your family and friends will be impacted by reading this Gospel 
account and through partaking in this series. 

 

Jesus has shaped our world today whether you are 

a believer or not. 
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B. SCRIPTURE PRE-READING: Matthew 1:1 - 4:17 

ABOUT THE BIBLE 

Matthew is the first book in the New Testament, and one of four Gospels that 
describe the life and teachings of Jesus. But you may find yourself asking, how true is 
what we read about Jesus? Hasn’t the Bible changed over 2000 years? In answering 
these questions, let’s take a brief look at the Bible as a whole, how it was put 
together and how it has been translated. 

The Holy Bible is 100% work of human authors, but each author was inspired by God 
(God-breathed) when they wrote the scripture (2 Tim 3:16). This is demonstrated by 
the cohesive message that runs across all 66 Books. It is even more astounding when 
we consider the bible was written over a period of 1,600 years by at least 40 authors. 
The list of authors is so diverse, including kings, scholars, poor people, philosophers, 
fishermen, poets, prophets, doctors, statesmen, historians, teachers. Yet the 
messages contained are cohesive and build a picture that leads right up to the birth, 
life, death and resurrection of the Messiah.  

In the 66 books we also find different types of literary styles: history, poetry, 
prophesy and letters. The earliest new Testament manuscripts were written not long 
after the events happened, and by eye witnesses in 60-90AD. There still exists 130 
manuscripts that date from 350 AD and when compared to what we read today we 
discover the Bible hasn’t changed. Today we have more than 5,300 Greek versions, 
10,000 Latin translations and 9,300 others. Through such rigorous textual criticism, 
we can be confident in the accuracy authenticity and integrity of the Bible. 

Matthew is an historical account of Jesus life written around 30-40 years after Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. It’s not biography as we may know it, but it is written to 
demonstrate that Jesus is who he claimed to be, and provides us with an account of 
what Jesus did and taught.  

Matthew is an historical document that has been 

passed through the ages. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Bible is the most successful literary creation at all times. Each year 100 million 
bibles are sold or given away. The You Version Bible app has been downloaded 
Over 200 million times. The Bible is top selling book every year, week in week out. It 
has the power to change individuals and societies. The bible is our authority on how 
to live, it corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us how to live right. It gives us 
boundaries and guidelines to get the most out of life. It teaches provides advice on 
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living, working, bringing up children, caring for the elderly how to love and forgive 
others, and how to get the most out of life.  

 

 “In the variety and fullness of the evidence on 

which it rests, the text of the New Testament stands 

absolutely and unapproachable along amongst the 

ancient prose writings.” FJA Hort 

 

C. MAIN POINT 
Matthew begins his account by anchoring Jesus as a real person who existed at a 
specific time in history. Jesus belongs to a generational line that can be traced back 
to the great Jewish king, David, and to the father of faith, Abraham (Matt 1:1). The 
genealogy of Jesus (1:1-17) shows how all of Jewish history aligned to prepare for 
the birth of this man.  

Jesus heredity was naturally of a king (1:1-17) and supernaturally of the divine God 
(1:18-25). The real miracle is not that the Messiah should be born of a virgin (Isaiah 
7:14), but that he pre-existed before Joseph and Mary, even all of humanity (John 
1:1-2). It is incredible that the eternal God would clothe himself in humanity and 
dwell among us (John 1:14), coming as a servant, to be Jesus (Saviour) and Christ 
(the anointed or chose one).  

As Matthew’s story unfolds, we see how Jesus’ birth is the start of the fulfilment of 
numerous promises given through the writings of prophets, poets, historians and 
leaders over 1,600 years of Old Testament scriptures (e.g. Matt 1:22-23, 2:14-15, 
2:22-23). In fact, Matthew uses at least 129 quotations or allusions to the Old 
Testament to show that the promised Messiah, Jesus, is more than an ordinary man. 
We see how the miraculous nature of Jesus birth anticipated the miraculous nature 
of his ministry and ultimately his resurrection from the dead. Proving he is truly, 
Immanuel, God with us. 

 

Matthew is an historical document that has been 

passed through the ages. He beings by showing how 

Jesus is a person in history who is  

both the son of David and the son of God 
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D. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. What are the common views of Jesus? And how will you respond to it? 

Answer Guide: In tackling this question, ask: 

• What do your home group members think about who Jesus is and why do 
they think that? 

• What do their relatives think? 
• What does Australia think? 

Try to ascertain what people make of the start of the Book of Matthew, and then 
discuss how we go about defending it. 

This discussion question is good introduction to the Book of Matthew, and our 
exploration of the life of Jesus (who is God with Us). You don’t need to land on any 
concrete answers if there are genuine questions or concerns. This question really 
tries to get everyone ready for the DIVINE claims of Jesus throughout the book of 
Matthew. 

Here’s the classic CS Lewis argument, that you might want to bring up in the Home 
Group: 

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often 
say about Him: I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don't accept 
his claim to be God. That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a 
man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He 
would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg 
— or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man 
was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut 
him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his 
feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense 
about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not 
intend to. ... Now it seems to me obvious that He was neither a lunatic nor a fiend: 
and consequently, however strange or terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to 
accept the view that He was and is God.” 

Lewis, who had spoken extensively on Christianity to Royal Air Force personnel, was 
aware many ordinary people did not believe Jesus was God, but saw him rather as 
"a 'great human teacher' who was deified by his supporters"; his argument is 
intended to overcome this. It is based on a traditional assumption that, in his words 
and deeds, Jesus was asserting a claim to be God. For example, in Mere Christianity, 
Lewis refers to what he says are Jesus's claims: 

• to have authority to forgive sins — behaving as if he really was "the person 
chiefly offended in all offences.” 

• to have always existed, and 
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• to intend to come back to judge the world at the end of time. 

Lewis implies that these amount to a claim to be God and argues that they logically 
exclude the possibility that Jesus was merely "a great moral teacher", because he 
believes no ordinary human making such claims could possibly be rationally or 
morally reliable.  

 

2. BIBLE REFLECTION: As a group chose one chapter of the pre-reading for this 
session (either chapter 2, 3 or 4:1-17).  

Discuss how the versus reveal Jesus a) humanity and b) his divinity? How does 
knowing this help your relationship with God? 

Answer Guide: Rather than being prescriptive in our approach to answering the 
questions, the style aims to assist self-discovery. As we take time to study the 
scripture in more detail, it allows the Holy Spirit to highlight to each of us things that 
will help us in our relationship with God. Below are some examples of how we see 
who Jesus is and the types of things that happened to fulfil old testament 
prophesies about the life of the promised Messiah. 

Examples from Chapter 2  

VERSE GOD OR MAN WHY 

2:1 Man Jesus was born 

 Man Born at a specific time in history that can be 
independently verified 

2:4 God Herod referred to the baby as the Messiah 

2:5-6 God Shepherd of God’s people 

2:10 God Supernatural sign 

2:11 Man/God The wise men worshiped (paid homage to God) who was 
the baby 

2:14 God Reference to OT prophecy 

2:23 Man He will be called a Nazarene 

 

Examples from Chapter 3  

VERSE GOD OR MAN WHY 

3:3 God John the Baptist’s message was to prepare the way for 
the Lord’s coming 

3:7 God Predicting the judgement that would accompany the 
ministry of Jesus 

3:11 God Someone greater than John the Baptist. 

3:13 Man Jesus was in Galilee and the Jordan river. J 
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3:16 Man Jesus was Baptised 

3:17 God The voice of the Father testifying about his son 

 

Examples from Chapter 4  

VERSE GOD OR MAN WHY 

4:1 Man Jesus was guided by the Holy Spirit 

4:2 Man Jesus fasted and became very hungry 

4:3, 5 God The devil recognised Jesus as the Son of God, tempting 
him to prove himself 

4:4, 7 Man Jesus showed submission to the word and the will of the 
Father 

4:10 Man Jesus worshiped the Father 

4:11 Man The angels cared for Jesus physical and spiritual needs 

 

3. How does the resurrection of Jesus testify to God’s plan to save humanity more 
the miraculous virgin birth of Jesus (refer 1 Cor 15:12-19)? 

Answer Guide: Jesus was to be born of a virgin to demonstrate that his divine 
genealogy. However, not many believed that Mary was a virgin at the time. Even her 
husband to be, Joseph, thought that Mary must have become pregnant after having 
an affair with another man. It was only God’s revelation to Joseph that prevented 
him from leaving her. In the end, it was only after Jesus had died and rose from the 
dead that people believed who he said he was. The story of Mary being a virgin at 
the time of conception then made perfect sense. Mary was still around to share her 
testimony. 

The passage 1 Corinthians 15:1-23, Paul shows how central the resurrection of Jesus 
is to our faith. The key element being if Christ is not raised then we are still in our 
sins (v 17). Paul continues to show how death came to all of humanity through Adam 
but eternal life comes through Christ who was first to rise from the dead. This is our 
hope, that we will not die, but we will be raised with Christ, to eternal life. God has 
given us the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of his promise (2 Cor 1:22, 5:5; Eph 1:13-14). 
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E. APPLICATION 
In this session, we have seen that Jesus is both God and man. Jesus, God with us. 
Take time to reflect and prepare your hearts before praying together for your needs, 
or needs of others. You are praying to a king and a God who came as a man. Jesus is 
with you now. Worship him together. Be humble yet confident in the person who is 
the object of our affection and prayers. 

 

F. LOOKING FORWARD 
In the next session we will look at the public ministry of Jesus.  

Pre-reading for Session 2 is Matthew 4:17 - 16:20. 
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SESSION 2 
WHAT: JESUS GOES PUBLIC 

 

Key Passage: ”And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished 
at his teaching, for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their 
scribes.” Matthew 7:28-29 

 

A. INTRODUCTION  
The book of Matthew is a historical book that has been passed on through the ages. 
In this session we look at What Jesus did? Jesus begins as John the Baptist did, by 
introducing the Kingdom of God. He spoke with authority, asking what does all of 
your life look like when God is in charge? Jesus demonstrates the type of kingdom 
he belongs to and the kind of God he is, by performing miracles for people to affect 
their lives for good. 

We see that people respond differently to the messages: 

1. The positive response. People are healed, comforted and receive grace. 
2. The Neutral response. People not yet buying in but wanting to find out more. 
3. Negative response. People saw what the kingdom was like and they didn’t 

like it. Defence of their position resulted in them becoming negative and 
accusing. 

These are the typical responses of the responses of the human heart.  

What is your response to the message of Jesus 

Christ? 

B. PRE-READING SCRIPTURE: Matthew 4:17 - 16:20 

BACKGROUND 

The chapters referred to in this session, provide examples of the things that Jesus 
did and taught publicly. Three of the five discourses where Jesus communicated 
publicly about the Kingdom of God are contained in our reading. Specifically, these 
are? 

Chapter 5-7: Sermon on the Mount 

Chapter 10: Charge to the Apostles 
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Chapter 13: Parables of the Kingdom 

They all tell us what would God himself do if he was here on earth. 

 

C. MAIN POINT 
Matthew describes Jesus as the Doer and the Teacher. He recorded at least 20 
specific miracles and five major messages (three of which are found in today’s pre-
reading). In the Old Testament, the Jewish nation was God’s Kingdom on earth. 
Their prophets foretold of a time when a new king would come that would rule over 
all. That’s why, in Jesus’ time, there was great anticipation in that God would send 
the Messiah who would deliver his people from oppressive Roman rule, and re-
establish Jewish rule. Instead Jesus came bringing God’s own kingdom. This 
Kingdom was completely different to what the people expected, and resulted in very 
different responses in those who encountered Jesus.  

In many ways the kingdom of God is turned around from what we would expect it to 
be. That’s why Jesus had to use so many different parables to help us get our minds 
around how things really work in God’s kingdom. This resulted in varying responses, 
some positive, some neutral, and some were negative. As we look at these parables, 
we will ask the question, what is your response to God’s kingdom? 

 

D. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. Break into smaller groups (or if your home group is smaller, get individuals to look 
at a section) and choose one of the discourses to study. You can choose between: 

• Chapters 5-7: Sermon on the Mount 
• Chapter 10: Charge to the Apostles 
• Chapter 13: Parables of the Kingdom 

Read the section and discuss the messages that Jesus is trying to share. What 
insights apply to you? 

Answer Guide: These discourses are self-paced learning. The depth of the 
discussion will depend on the group and the hunger of the people present. If you 
get stuck in the discussion, try to break it down. Ask questions like:  

• Who is Jesus referring to in the passage?  
• What is Jesus trying to show about His Kingdom? 
• What can we take home (and apply) from the passage? 
• Where do you think you sit in the story (personally)?  
• How do we communicate the same thing today? 
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Matthew records several parables and teachings of Jesus Christ that reveal the 
unexpected nature of the kingdom of God. These include: 

1. You are blessed when you are poor, grieved, hungry for justice and when you 
are persecuted for Jesus sake (5:3-12) 

2. Don’t retaliate against someone that hurts you but forgive, bless and love 
your enemies (5:38-48) 

3. Do not do things to be seen by others  
4. Pray in private, with sincerity, not for show (6:1-8) 
5. You cannot serve God and money (6:19-24) 
6. Put pursuit of the kingdom of God before life’s necessities such as 

possessions, careers etc (6:25-33, 10:5-10; 13:44-45). 
7. Don’t go by what people say but by what they do (7:15-22, 12:50) 
8. Faith invokes God’s favour over worldly privilege (Jesus performed miracles in 

response to people’s faith and not according to their class or standing in 
society. 8:10-13, 9:18-25, 9:29, 14:22-31, 15:21-28) 

9. God reaches out to the sick and the unrighteous, not the righteous or 
religious (9:12-13, 11:19, 12:22-23, 15:29-31). 

10. God desires mercy above religious compliance (12:1-21, 15:1-9) 
11. Jesus demands a response (11:20-24, 13:41). There is no neutral ground, you 

are either for Jesus or against him (12:30-37) 
12. To those who have more will be given (13:12-13) 
13. Only at the end of the age will the good and evil people be separated (12:36-

37, 13:18-30, 13:36-43, 13:47-50. 
14. Our great value to God as individuals. Each human is precious (11:28-31) 

The list above provides examples of how reading scripture you can see the things 
that contrast with the worlds value system (the kingdom of the world). 

 

2. People reacted to Jesus in many ways. Discuss two aspects of Jesus ministry that 
impact you personally, one that you found comforting and another that you found 
challenging. 

Answer Guide: This is a chance for your members to talk about the scriptures that 
spoke to them during their pre-reading. There is no right or wrong answer, but it will 
hopefully demonstrate the diversity of responses and the way God speaks to our 
hearts to bring comfort and correction (2 Tim 3:16). 
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E. APPLICATION 
Watch the 3 minute video Matthew Party.  

Discuss with the group how your homegroup can have a Matthew party. Plan how 
you can make that happen and pray for the people you would like to invite. If you 
can’t think of any people then ask the Lord for divine connections.  

Let us advance the kingdom by making Jesus known. 

F. LOOKING FORWARD 
In Session 3, we will look at how Jesus disciples the twelve closest to him, and the 
conversations he has with them in private.  

The pre-reading for this session is Matthew 16:21 - 18:35.  
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SESSION 3 
WHY: JESUS DISCIPLES 

 

Key Passage: “From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and 
be killed, and on the third day be raised.” Matthew 16:21 

A. INTRODUCTION  
In this Session we see Jesus explaining to his disciples privately why he does the 
things he does. In particular, he talks about the cost of discipleship saying it is only 
when you lose your life through laying down your selfish ways that your life can be 
truly saved (and lived a life for God’s purpose). This is the first principle of 
discipleship. Then, as we mature as Christians, we find that the sign of true greatness 
of leadership in the Kingdom of God is to actually to serve others. “He who is 
greatest is servant of all” (Matt 23:11).  

 

To follow Jesus  

we must give up our selfish ways 

 

B. PRE-READING SCRIPTURE: Matthew 16:21 - 18:35 

BACKGROUND  

Matthew 18 contains the fourth (of five) major discourses of Jesus. At this stage the 
disciples have encountered considerable success and fame. They have been with 
Jesus for nearly three years, ministering, healing the sick, raising the dead, feeding 
the masses from seemingly nothing. At times, they have been so popular they found 
it hard to escape the crowds. Jesus also sent them out in pairs to prepare towns to 
receive Jesus message, and gave them authority to cast out demons, heal the sick 
and proclaiming the Kingdom of God. It would be hardly surprising if their heads 
were not full of all that had happened and pride started to creep in. This led to 
discussions on which of them was the greatest. As they were unable to resolve it they 
went to their rabbi, Jesus (Matt 18:1).  
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With Jesus response, the disciples are faced with the realisation of their own sin 
once again. Jesus says they need to come to God with the innocence and simplicity 
of a child, as that is the gateway to greatness in the Kingdom of God. Not doing the 
stuff, being popular or powerful men of God. What brings God greatest pleasure is 
simple childlike faith and trust, realising that in and of themselves they can do little, 
but only with God all things are possible. This brings great joy to heaven (19:12-14). 
It is for this reason Jesus came. 

 

C. MAIN POINT 
Why does Jesus do what he does? The disciples expected the promised Messiah to 
show great leadership, but of a very different kind. Instead of a military leader they 
met Jesus, a humble man who was a teacher and a healer. His only weapons were 
words and acts of kindness. This is why Jesus took considerable time to privately 
explain the gospel of the kingdom to his disciples. They needed to know why so 
they could know how. Jesus actions always pointed to the Father’s plan and 
purpose. 

Jesus lived out all he preached. Matthew is careful to show how Jesus demonstrated 
all the principles he taught his disciples through his own actions, by his submission 
to the will of the father, his suffering and ultimately death on the cross. Jesus showed 
what true greatness is. He was a servant and not a stumbling block. He forgave 
people that did him wrong even those who ultimately killed him. He never asks of us 
more than what he has actually given. 

 

D. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. Break into smaller groups (or if your home group is smaller, get individuals to look 
at a section) and choose one of the discourses to study. You can choose between: 

• True Greatness (Matthew 18:1-6) 
• Stumbling Blocks (Matthew 18:7-9) 
• Pastoral Concern (Matthew 18:10-14) 
• When a Brother Sins Against You (Matthew 18:15-20) 
• Forgiveness (Matthew 18:21-35) 

Read the section and discuss the messages that Jesus is trying to share. What 
insights apply to you? 

Answer Guide: These discourses are self-paced learning. The depth of the 
discussion will depend on the group and the hunger of the people present. If you 
get stuck in the discussion, try to break it down. Ask questions like:  

• Why does Jesus need to explain this?  
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• What is Jesus trying to train in his Disciples through this passage? 
• What can we take home (and apply) from the passage? 
• Where do you think you sit in the story (personally)?  
• How do we communicate the same thing today? 

 

2. Why did Jesus have to be a suffering servant? Read the passages in Isaiah which 
speak to Jesus’ ministry as God’s suffering servant (Isaiah 42:1–4; Isaiah 49:1–7; Isaiah 
50:4–9; and Isaiah 52:13–53:12). Share what you learn. 

Answer Guide: Jesus suffering demonstrates many things. Through the reading of 
the passages in Isaiah, we can see how God used suffering and in particular the 
suffering of Jesus for his good purpose. It shows us how the world (including us) 
wanders from God’s purposes and are even opposed to the things of God, unable 
to receive God’s truth. It shows the sinful nature of mankind, destroying innocent 
lives. It shows the hardness of human hearts. It also shows the judgement of God. It 
shows the depth of God’s love and mercy, it is an avenue that God will bring justice 
on the earth. Below are some examples of the gems you can find and talk about in 
your discussion. 

 

Isaiah 42:1–4 

• God’s servant is anointed, carrying the Spirit of the Lord (v. 1; also Is 11:1-4) 
• His mission is to bring justice to the earth (v’s 1, 4) 
• Demonstrate God’s character showing humility and care (v. 2-3) 
• No matter how difficult it is he will never be discouraged of falter in his 

mission (v. 4) 
• The message is to all the earth (humanity) (v. 4) 

 

Isaiah 49:1–7 

• Predestined to accomplish the will of the Father (v. 1, 5) 
• Carrying authority of God as the word of God; weapon (v. 2, John 1:1) 
• Primary role is to serve God (v. 3) 
• God’s purpose for his servants is more than they can imagine, but can be 

hidden from them at the time, requiring faith, dedication and trust to keep on 
going (v’s. 4, 6) 

• Serving God will be rewarded. You will experience the strength, honour and 
power (v. 5, 7) 
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Isaiah 50:4–9 

• Enduring suffering is wise and brings us closer to God (v. 4-6) 
• Suffering requires endurance and keeping the end goal in mind (to fulfil 

purpose; v. 7) 
• Suffering is only for a season, it will ultimately be rewarded (v. 7-8) 

 

Isaiah 52:13–53:12 

• God, in his wisdom, uses the weak to show his strength (52:13-14, 53:2-3; 1 
Cor 1:27) 

• God’s wisdom and purpose will ultimately be revealed for all to see (52:14) 
• Jesus suffered for us, carrying our burdens, our sins, a punishment that we 

deserved. He carried the injustice of the world (53:5-8). 
• If God’s plan is for suffering, it is for good (53:10-12) 

 

E. APPLICATION 
The gospel and the suffering of Jesus is remarkable. No one could have conceived 
that a king and a ruler of the world would do that, let alone do it for people that are 
intrinsically against him. So dull, self-centred and lacking in love. Re-read Is 52:4-9 
out loud. Spend time quietly reflecting, personalise the scripture. Where it says our 
weaknesses he carried, put yourself as the object of his suffering. Encounter the 
cross afresh. Thank him for his suffering and respond to God’s call and purpose for 
your life. 

You may like to end this session with communion (see Appendix 1 for a guide). 

 

F. LOOKING FORWARD 
In Session 4, we will see how Jesus confronts those who oppose him as well as his 
teaching on the temporal nature of the world we live in.  

Pre-reading is Matthew 19:1 – 25:46. 
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SESSION 4 
WHERE: JESUS CONFRONTS 

 

Key Passage: “Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the 
Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses 
or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will 
receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, 
and the last first.” Matthew 19:28-30  

 

A. INTRODUCTION  
This series, JESUS, God With Us, we have been looking at the life of Jesus through 
the eyewitness account given by one of his 12 disciples, Matthew. In the second 
session we looked at the public ministry of Jesus and noted three responses. Some 
gladly received the message, some questioned while others rejected it altogether. 
The responses show which kingdom the person belongs to, the Kingdom of God of 
the kingdom of this world. We explore this further in the parables found in this 
session. 

Behind all of these stories, Jesus is showing how the clash of two kingdoms plays 
itself. They are so clever that even today as we read them, our response to his 
messages reveal to us what kingdom we are in.  

Through this session we aim to articulate why the 

two kingdoms are so different and why is there such 

a conflict between them 

 
B. PRE-READING SCRIPTURE: Matthew 19:1 – 25:46 

BACKGROUND  

This portion of Matthew’s gospel account records some of Jesus teachings that are 
challenging and difficult to apply. It starts by teaching about divorce, then come 
several stories that explain what the kingdom of heaven is like, using an array of live 
examples, parables and instructions about the future, as follows: 

1. Come to the kingdom like a child (19:13-14) 
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2. Landowner who appoints workers at different times of day but pays the same 
rate (20:1-16) 

3. Whoever wants to be great must be the servant of all (20:20-28) 
4. Parable of the two sons (21:28-32) 
5. Parable of the evil farmers (21:33-41) 
6. Parable of the great feast (22:1-14) 
7. Confronting the religious leaders (23:1-36) 
8. Foretelling the future (24:1-49) 
9. Parable of the bridesmaids (25:1-13) 
10. Parable of the three servants (25:14-29) 
11. The final judgement (25:31-46) 

These points of learning are rich and diverse. It is impossible to do this justice in just 
one session. Remember if you have any questions you can simply email the pastors 
or perhaps call a friend and discuss it with them. Encourage your group to study 
them more deeply in their personal devotional time. 

 

C. MAIN POINT 
Jesus had no hesitation to speak directly to people in a way that would expose the 
true motives behind their actions, whether good or bad. One of his techniques, was 
to use parables that explained the kingdom of God. As these stories unfolded, Jesus 
was able to show how God’s kingdom interplayed with the kingdom of this world. 
The clash of the two kingdoms could be seen through the everyday stories that 
people could relate to.  

What kingdom do you align with? The answer lies in our heart attitudes towards 
God, towards service and towards others. The basis of God’s kingdom is fuelled by 
love, provision, nurture, justice and grace. There is no need to prove your worth to 
others, as you are of great worth as you are. Dominion and control are not God’s 
way, rather the subjects of the kingdom of God are happy to serve. It’s their love for 
their king that enables them to put themselves last. 

 

When we love God and love others we are fulfilling 

the greatest of all the commandments 
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D. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. Break into smaller groups (or if your home group is smaller, get individuals to 

look at a section) and choose one of the discourses to study. You can choose 
between: 
• Parable of the vineyard workers (Matthew 20:1-16) 
• Parable of the two sons (Matthew 21:28-32) 
• Parable of the three servants (Matthew 25:14-29) 

 
Read the section and discuss the messages that Jesus is trying to share. What 
insights apply to you? 

Answer Guide: These discourses are self-paced learning. The depth of the 
discussion will depend on the group and the hunger of the people present. If you 
get stuck in the discussion, try to break it down. Ask questions like:  

• Why does Jesus need to explain this?  
• What are the two kingdoms (or the contrast used) through this passage? 
• What can we take home (and apply) from the passage? 
• Where do you think you sit in the story (personally)?  
• How do we communicate the same thing today? 

If you (or anyone) feels confronted about your response, then see it as an 
opportunity for grace to come into your life. God doesn’t condemn us he wants to 
reveal our hearts so we can see clearly our need for him and have the chance to 
respond. This is much better than being left to our own devices and then finding out 
in the end that we have totally missed it. 

 

2. Read the parable of the final judgement in Matthew 25:31-46. Is there anything 
that needs to change in your life before you meet God? What can we do to “the 
least of these” that would honour Jesus? 

Answer Guide: This is similar to the other parables, but it is more directly asking the 
question, what Kingdom works do you do, and where do you belong. This is not 
saying that salvation is by works. Clearly the responses of the people in the parables 
were not aware they were doing good works for Jesus, let alone doing them to save 
themselves. They just did it because that’s what was in their heart. They carried the 
nature of the kingdom of God within them and it was expressed in love. The fruit of 
their actions demonstrated what kingdom they belonged. 

Do you look after your own interests, or do you look after the interests of others? 
While none of us perfectly give of ourselves 100% of the time, we can always 
improve in loving others better. The important thing is that we are honest with 
ourselves and with God. He knows our frame, but the Spirit is there to strengthen 
and help us in our weaknesses.  



 

 26 

E. APPLICATION 
Pray and ask God to purify our motives. That we would not do things for reward, but 
out of a renewed love for Jesus and for those he cares for. Ask for opportunities this 
week to serve him. When they come, rest in the satisfaction that you have done it for 
God alone. Enjoy and give thanks for belonging to God’s kingdom. 

 

F. LOOKING FORWARD 
In Session 5, we will look at the timing of Jesus actions. When did he do what he 
came to do, as he fulfils his mission on earth by dying on the cross and rising from 
the dead.  

The pre-reading for the next session is Matthew 26:1 – 28:15. 
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SESSION 5 
WHEN: JESUS FULFILS 

 

Key Passage: “You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of 
Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” Matthew 26:2 

 

A. INTRODUCTION  
While the New Testament is seen as a fulfilment of the promises of the Old 
Testament, all of Jesus life and ministry to date has been leading up to this point. It’s 
the story of the death and resurrection of Jesus. In this fifth session, we ask “When” 
will Jesus do what he said he would do. We will see how the time chosen for the 
ultimate fulfilment of the servant of God is critical and telling of God’s perfect plan. 

 

Only a sovereign God  

could orchestrate the life of Jesus to fulfil so many 

promises given up to 1,600 years beforehand 

 
B. PRE-READING SCRIPTURE: Matthew 26:1 – 28:15 

BACKGROUND  

This part of Jesus scripture tells of the last supper, betrayal, death, trial and 
resurrection of Christ. The four gospels show parallel accounts of the significant 
events as Jesus’ life and ministry move to the time of fulfilment: Mark 14:1-16:14, 
Luke 22:1-24:34 and John 13:1-20:29. Each author highlights the key aspects of Jesus 
fulfilment: the last days with his disciples, prediction of Peter’s denial of Christ, the 
struggle submitting to the Father’s will in the garden of Gethsemane, the betrayal of 
Jesus by Judas, the trial, the ridicule suffered and ultimately death on the cross. 
Finally, his death and resurrection from the dead early on the Sabbath morning. 
Note that in the retelling of what happened, the timing of God in all of these events 
is impeccable, showing how Jesus fulfils the plan of God. 
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C. MAIN POINT 
The words from Jesus aren’t just opinions but they are the very words of God (John 
1:1). The work of Christ through his death on the cross and his resurrection, which 
was witnessed by Matthew and over 500 people (1 Cor 15:3-9), was the crux point of 
the proof of the Gospel of the Kingdom that Jesus has been preaching and 
demonstrating. This not only changed the world then, but the impact of Christ’s 
sacrifice has affected every generation. Our world today looks completely different 
due to the power of the Gospel in transformation of societies. 

Little did Peter and John know the significance of their actions in the fulfilment of 
God’s plan when they were sent to prepare the upper room to celebrate the 
Passover. Apart from it being Jesus’ last meal before he was crucified, they were not 
awakened to the significance of purchasing the bread without yeast, the bitter herbs 
and wine for the feast. They had to find a perfect lamb and have it killed in the courts 
of the temple. The blood was to be wiped on the altar. The lamb would have been 
roasted whole as a sacrifice to God, then the feast would be ready. Do you see the 
parallels? 

It was the night of the Passover that instituted New Covenant through bread and 
wine. No longer would it be the imperfect blood of animals scarified at the Passover 
year after year, but his own body was to be torn and blood shed for the sins of the 
world, once and for all (Matt 26:29). 

 

“Christ is the only sacrifice,  

and the last sacrifice for sin.” Paul Adefarasin 

 
D. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. In what ways did the Jewish Passover feast foretell the significance of Jesus 

death on the cross (refer Exodus 12:3-5, 11-14)? 

Answer Guide: If people have been Christian for a while they may know the 
significance of Jesus as the Passover lamb (John 1:29, 36; 1 Pet 1:18-19, Rev 13:8). In 
the old testament, the Passover was a feast that was instituted the night the Israelites 
were released from a terrible slavery in Egypt (Exodus 12:3-5, 11-14). The Jews were 
told by God to sacrifice a perfect, unblemished lamb and use some of the blood on 
the doorposts of the homes, so that the plague of death that was coming would 
pass over them.  
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In retrospect, this event foreshadowed the true Passover lamb, that of Jesus Christ 
the sinless man, who was sacrificed for our sins. Only when his blood is applied to 
our lives, the penalty of death will pass over us and we can walk into freedom.  

Discuss any insights or new learnings that the group has discovered in reading this. 

 

2. After the Passover Jesus sang a hymn with his disciples (Matt 26:30) that was part 
of the traditional Hallel (Psalms 116-118). Read Psalm 116 together and imagine 
our Lord being able to sing praises to God in the face of imminent rejection, 
suffering and death. Discuss what new meanings this Psalm takes on in the light 
of Jesus’s fulfilment of God’s promises. 

Answer Guide: This is a question for self-discovery. After reading the psalm aloud, 
ask what parts of it were fulfilled by Jesus actions? How does it show the struggles 
he went through in fulfilling them? Allow the meaning of what Jesus did, how he face 
internal battles leading up to the cross. 

Also take this time to talk about how we should orient ourselves in worship. If you 
haven’t already done so, please take time to watch the home group video on 
WORSHIP. We are trying to increase the level of engagement in worship not just in 
our Sunday service, but in the life of our Household of FAITH.  

 

E. APPLICATION 
“The Gospel is the good news that God became man in Jesus Christ. He lived the 
life we should have lived and died the death we should have died — in our place. 
Three days later He rose from the dead, proving that He is the Son of God and 
offering the gift of salvation and forgiveness of sins to those who repent and believe 
in Him.”  

Commit this phrase to memory, and prepare an explanation of the Gospel based 
around it. We don’t need to use the exact words, but it does give a good framework 
for how we can present the gospel.  

 

F. LOOKING FORWARD 
In our final session, we will look at what Jesus last instructions to his disciples was 
after he rose from the dead and before he went back into heaven and how that 
applies to us today.  

Pre-reading scripture is Matthew 28:16 - 20. 
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SESSION 6 
HOW: JESUS COMMISSIONS 

 

Key Passage: “And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20  

 

A. INTRODUCTION  
When we look at all the evil on earth and how we have tried to combat it. We find 
much of it is never ending because it does not deal with the root cause—the human 
heart. Only Jesus has the power to transform hearts, and thereby our lives – the true 
work of a saviour. This is why Jesus is so significant. The gospel of Jesus Christ is the 
good news of destroying evil at its very root and enabling us to live a life of freedom 
and purpose.  

In this series, we have been looking at the life of Jesus through the eyewitness 
account of Matthew. As we have been reading through the book, we have paid 
special attention to the who, why, where what when of his life. Now we see How. 
How does the Kingdom of God grow, how did Jesus make disciples, how will we 
respond? 

Let us advance the Kingdom  

by making Jesus known. 

B. PRE-READING SCRIPTURE: Matthew 28:16 - 20 
BACKGROUND  

This passage is famously known as the Great Commission. This is the time when 
Jesus sends his disciples out into the world to make disciples. We need to 
remember that this is not done in a vacuum or without the Lord’s unwavering 
commitment. Christ now has all authority and Acts 1:8 talks about the coming power 
of the Holy Spirit. Meanwhile, it is done holding the greatest commandment in first 
place, “to love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all 
your strength and to love your neighbour as yourself.” (Matt 22:36-40) 
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C. MAIN POINT 
The suffering is over and Jesus has fulfilled his earthly mission. It is now time for the 
disciples to enter a new chapter, to step up to do their part. They have spent the 
best part of three years with their teacher and their Lord. Beginning their journey 
ignorance, they have the full revelation of the divinity and purpose of Christ, and his 
Kingdom. Their new assignment is to bring this news of salvation and God’s good 
way of life to the whole world.  

The Kingdom of God doesn’t come through oppressive instruction, but through 
freely and wholeheartedly turning to him, and allowing the teachings of Christ to 
guide our decisions in life. Jesus had faithfully followed the leading of his Father, 
and through his actions God’s promises to provide a solution for sin were fulfilled. 
Jesus now has been given all authority in heaven and in earth. Our Lord, the greatest 
servant, can go no higher (Phil 2:9-11). Now he promises to be with us in our journey, 
by the power of the Spirit (Acts 1:8). How well do you know your role in the great 
commission of Jesus? 

 

“The Gospel is the good news that God became 

man in Jesus Christ. He lived the life we should 

have lived and died the death we should have died 

— in our place. Three days later He rose from the 

dead, proving that He is the Son of God and 

offering the gift of salvation and forgiveness of sins 

to those who repent and believe in Him.”  

 

D. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. How does the Great Commission relate to the Greatest commandment (Matt 
22:36-40)? Which comes first in the order of importance and why? 

Answer Guide: This is not a trick question, but it is written to remind us that we don’t 
serve in a vacuum. Our premise for sharing, serving, loving is all because we are 
loving God with all of our heart, all of our soul, all of our minds and all of our 
strength. It is so easy to task focussed, aiming to achieve the targets set, that we can 
lose sight of the “who” who are we doing it for… keeping our focus Christ-centred 
keeps us in a position of humility, willingness to change and learn, and 
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demonstrating the servant leadership that is required for true greatness in the 
kingdom of God. 

 

2. Read the Gospel highlighted in this session (also provided above). Break up into 
pairs and take it in turns to practice sharing the gospel with each other. Come back 
together in the group and discuss what that was like, where did you struggle, or 
which parts were easy. 

Answer Guide: This exercise should take around 10-15 minutes, five minutes each to 
practice sharing the gospel. If people are not show how to share the Gospel, let 
them share their testimony in 2-3 minutes on how Jesus has shown himself to be 
God with them, and how it has impacted their life. 

Put simply, here’s a quick explanation of our Gospel definition: 

• God became man in Christ – in Jesus, we have the Creator of the 
universe in human form. Christianity isn’t about us reaching God, but 
God first reaching us. Christ is indeed “God with us” (Matthew 1:23). 

• He lived the life we should have lived – Christ perfectly obeyed God’s 
commands. This is what God ultimately expects of us. We are made to 
live good moral lives, where we love one another. Humans flourish like 
this. Yet, we haven’t done that, we’ve sinned. 

• Jesus died the death we should have died – through His death on a 
cross, He took our punishment for breaking God’s law. There’s no justice 
if sin goes without consequence. We should have died for our sins, 
instead Jesus did. 

• His resurrection from the dead validated His identity as the Son of God. 
• The gospel offers salvation and forgiveness to everyone who repents 

and believes in Jesus Christ – this simply means we turn from a sinful life 
of going our own way and put our trust in the resurrected Jesus Christ. 

 

E. APPLICATION 
Re-visit the idea of a Matthew party (you may like to watch the 3 minute video again). 
Discuss with your group whether this is something you can do, or come up with 
other ideas as to how you can be intentional about reaching people for Jesus.  

Don’t hesitate to discuss your group plans with Pastors and see how the church can 
support your endeavours. If you have any testimonies it would be wonderful to share 
them as well.  
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APPENDIX I 
A GUIDE TO LEADING COMMUNION IN 

YOUR HOME GROUP 
 

Sharing in communion as a home group is an act of worship where we remember the 
Lord’s death for us. It can be a powerful time of intimacy with the Lord and a way to 
strengthen bonds with one another. It is both an act of worship and a blessing that 
you can receive through fellowship with God. 

 

ABOUT COMMUNION 

Communion is the regular remembrance and celebration of the Lord's sacrificial 
death. The breaking and eating of bread has to do with Christ's body being broken 
on the cross. The drinking from the cup has to do with the shedding of Christ's 
blood whereby we are forgiven (Matt 26:26-28; 1 Cor 11:23-24).  

This time of remembrance was initiated by Jesus just before His death. Because we 
tend to be forgetful people, in the Old Testament, believers were called to 
remember the faithfulness of God through various memorials. In the New 
Testament, this is the way Jesus wanted us to remember His love and forgiveness of 
our sins (1 Cor 11:23-26).  

 

WHO CAN TAKE COMMUNION? 

Any person who has believed in or trusted the Lord Jesus Christ alone for his or her 
salvation. This means it is possible that some members of your group may not want 
to participate and that is perfectly fine. 

 

WHO CAN SERVE/LEAD COMMUNION? 

Anyone can lead communion if they have a sincere heart of faith towards God. You 
do not need to have a Pastor present. The home group leader should make the 
decision if they want to lead it or ask someone else to serve this celebration. 
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HOW TO SERVE COMMUNION 

There are many ways to serve communion. The Bible does not dictate a certain 
method. Here is a suggested method: 

1. Place a loaf of unsliced bread or metze biscuit on a platter and some grape juice 
in a nice cup on a table in the middle of your group. 

2. Begin your time of celebration by choosing one or two passages of Scripture that 
remind us of the Lord's death, burial, and resurrection. 

• Psalm 22 

• 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

• Galatians 2:16-21 

• Ephesians 2:1-10 

• Philippians 2:1-11 

• Isaiah 53 

• Mark 15:21-29 

• John 19 

 

3. After reading the Scriptures, pass the bread around and ask each group member 
to tear off a small piece. Remind them that this bread represents the body of Jesus 
which was broken on our behalf.  

4. Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. 

5. Next pass the cup of juice around and have everyone dip their bread into the cup. 
After everyone has dipped, remind them that the cup represents the blood of Jesus 
which was shed for us.  

6. After the bread and juice have been consumed, encourage everyone to spend a 
few minutes in prayer and reflection.  

7. Conclude your celebration in worship by singing a song and having a time of 
prayer in thanks to God.  

 

The important thing to remember is that this is a time of worship and celebration. It's 
a time of remembrance and reflection. Enjoy it and you will see you and your group 
members grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ. 

If you need the materials or individual cups for communion please ask the church 
office. 


