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OVERVIEW 
 

SERIES PASSAGE 

Joshua 24:14-18 

“Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away 
the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 
And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of 

the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to 
serve other gods, for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our fathers up from the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight 
and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through 

whom we passed. And the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who 
lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 

 

ABOUT THE SERIES: HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH 2019  

Family is important. It’s not just that we have a family or that we’re part of the 
community – the kind of family we have matters. This series unpacks the relational 
way of looking at church and family that goes across generations, building deep bonds 
so that we can serve the Lord as a Household of FAITH.  

When done right, it will be life giving and the source of blessing not just to ourselves, 
but to our families and those around us. This is how we reflect the very image of a 
good God made you and gave you purpose. 

We have a long way to go to get it right, BUT this is what we’ve been called for. To 
showcase love for one another and for the world.  

Building a relational multigenerational church and family starts with us. People long 
for healthy connections that can build healthy communities. Households of FAITH are 
what the world needs. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This series is based on the soon to be released book by Pastor Chris Ong called “Life-
Giving Households of FAITH”. It also reflects the five core values that have been used 
to build FGA Melbourne over 25 years. Through the series, we will look at God’s 
blueprint for building Households of FAITH in our homes and at church. It aims to be 
as practical as possible, by challenging us to apply each session to our own lives and 
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within our own homes as a first response. If done right, transformed homes is the 
foundation for building healthy churches.  

Households of Faith are not new. They have been around since God created the first 
family with Adam and Eve. They have continued with power from the household of 
Abraham in the Old Testament and on to the house churches in the New Testament, 
continuing even till today and beyond in families, homes and churches all around the 
world. 

God has always chosen to work with people who have deep relational ties to each 
other. It not only keeps authenticity and integrity, but it serves to be a living breathing 
testimony to the kind of God he is - a triune, deeply relational and loving God. 

Each Session focusses on an essential component in the Household of FAITH for those 
who are really trying to give it a good go. It’s never going to be as clean and neat as 
things can sound in a book. However, households of FAITH are powerful. 

 

Household of FAITH 2019 series presents a five-step 
blueprint for God’s transformation of your home and 

our community. 

 

ABOUT THE SESSIONS 

Over six sessions we will look at God’s blueprint for transforming our home and our 
church. The sessions are not aime to stimulate intellectual discussion and analysis of 
theory alone. Rather, we want look at how we can apply each of the FAITH acronyms 
in our home and church lives. It is only through application we can truly test how well 
this model works, as we live out our FAITH in service to the Lord. 

The following table outlines the key points of each Session: 

SESSION TITLE MAIN POINT MINISTRY 
GIFT 

Session 1 Households of FAITH Your family has a God-given purpose All 

Session 2 Faithful to the Mission Faithfulness is better than excellence Evangelist 

Session 3 Active & Personally Involved Be doers of the Word Apostle 

Session 4 Intimate Relationally Love one another Pastor 

Session 5 Teachable in Discipleship We need to grow Teacher 

Session 6 Holy & Set Apart God uses the ordinary for his glory Prophet 

 

 



 5 

F.A.I.T.H. & THE 5-FOLD MINISTRY GIFTS 

 “And he [God] gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the 

saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ”. Ephesians 4:11 

From the Table above we also see the core tenants of our faith can be mapped to the 5-
fold ministry gifts that are given for the purpose of building up the body of Christ (Eph 
4:11). While some people may be stronger in particular areas, one ministry gift is not 
more superior to another. Corinthians teaches us that all gifts are of value, what is 
important is that we exercise them. It is important that we faithfully exercise the gift 
that God has given each of us, that way both our homes and the church will be 
strengthened and we will be able to fulfil our purpose. 

SESSION STRUCTURE 

The format for each session is largely the same as previous home groups, with a short 
5-6 minute video, and a chance to read and answer some questions that relate to the 
main point.  

For groups who are keen to take a more in-depth look at scripture we have included 
the optional segment called “Biblical Spotlight”. This has been structed to provide a 
general direction and some scripture for the basis for free flow discussion, based on 
what you have read. While this is less directed than the standard discussion questions, 
the sessions leader will need to bring it back to how any insights from scripture applies 
to our personal lives and our home life.  

Here is the suggested format for your home group (options bolded): 

SESSION ACTIVITY TIME 

Worship / Opening Prayer 5-20 mins 

Welcome and Session Introduction 10 mins 

Read Scripture 5 mins 

Watch Session Video and read Main Point 10 mins 

Biblical Spotlight OR 20 mins OR 

Discuss one or more of the Questions 20 mins 

Application & pray for needs 10 mins 

TOTAL TIME 60-90 mins 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE 

The "Household of FAITH 2019" video streaming and copies of the Leader’s Guide and 
Member’s Notes are available for download at http://fgam.org.au/media/homegroup-
materials. You can also get a copy of the Videos on a memory stick from the church 
office. If you are unable to access the files or need assistance with printing notes, 
please let us know (contact Ps. YC Goh (0425 799 576, yc.goh@fgam.org.au).  

The Household of FAITH Sunday preaching series will for 8 weeks from 8th September 
to 20th October 2019. Sermons will be available online in video 
(http://fgam.org.au/media/video-sermons) or audio (http://fgam.org.au/media/audio-
sermons) format. 

Keywords: Family • Purpose • Faithful • Active • Intimate • Teachable • Holy 

F.A.I.T.H. emphasis: ALL  
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SESSION 1 
HOUSEHOLDS OF FAITH 

A blueprint for transforming God’s home and yours 
 

Key Passage: “And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will 

serve the Lord” Joshua 24:15 

A. INTRODUCTION  

The Household of FAITH 2019 series reflects a very personal journey that has birthed 
the family values of Ps Roland Seow and Ps Chris Ong, as well as those of FGA 
Melbourne. Household of FAITH has become a blueprint to implement God’s plan for 
transforming our homes and our church family.  

The story begins with Pastor Roland bringing the gospel back from England to his own 
family, including his brothers and sisters as well as leading his nephew, Chris Ong, to 
the Lord when he was around 4 years old. The impact of Christ’s presence in the family 
brought rapid and significant change to many lives, rippling across the generations 
resulting in them serving the Lord together. This is very much like what the impact of 
the Gospel would have been like in the lives of believers in the early church. 

This stands apart from what we see in most churches presently. Currently, there is a 
drift towards ministries and even churches being tailored to meet the preferences of a 
specific demographic. While there is certainly space for the Gospel reaching each 
generation in their own way, there is unusual strength formed in a multigenerational 
congregation, or family of faith. Individualism and tailored ministries can lead to 
people becoming less tolerant to differences (within and outside the church). Our 
spiritual antennae become increasingly refined and we are more conscious of 
irregularities or differences. On the plus side, the tailored approach to church makes 
things are easily digestible, like fast food. But like fast food alone, it won’t provide the 
solid foundation required for strong growth and lasting fruitfulness. 

God is highly relational and his plan for us is to reflect his nature. Jesus’ time on earth 
revealed the intimacy and intensity of his relationship with the Father, and Jesus did life 
together with a diverse group of disciples. We don’t pretend that it is easy as sticking 
together is HARD. We invite you to come on this journey of FAITH with us and see 
how it can bring life to transform your family and our church. 

God’s plan never aimed at a particular generation 
and living FAITH is always relational 
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B. READ SCRIPTURE: Joshua 24:14-18 

BACKGROUND  

In Joshua 24 (the last chapter of the book), Joshua is about to retire after he has 
successfully lead Israel for 28 years. They are at Shechem and he does a rally cry to 
gather everyone in the nomadic nation of Israel together. Their forefathers had left 
generations of slavery in Egypt in pursuit of the Land promised by God. The nation was 
at the cusp of building their dream together thanks to God who rescued them.  

Joshua calls the people of Israel to put away their false gods (whether they be gods that 
they brought with them from Egypt, or gods of the land that they were in). He invites 
them to join him to serve the only true God, the one who had brought them to this new 
land and fulfilled his promises.  

Joshua lived his life following the LORD, and also realised the importance of unity in 
purpose. But he offered up a choice to the people. It was invitational: 

“And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will 
serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or 
the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, 
we will serve the LORD." - Joshua 24:15 

Joshua leads by laying out the invitation and setting the example for others to follow. 
Jesus, who is so much greater than Joshua, also set the example for us to follow 
through his service (John 13:12-17) and in doing so explains the otherworldly 
principles of the Kingdom of God.  

C. MAIN POINT 

Family is important. It is what we have been born into. Whether it is our family that 
brought us up or whether we have been born again into the family of God. In a sense, 
it’s where we have been divinely placed. It’s our home, our household, our default 
environment. If it’s done wrong, it taints everything else we do, like smog in the air we 
breathe. However, if it’s done well, as God has intended, then it can bring life. 

How we form households and families is also much bigger than you and your own 
family. Households throughout God’s kingdom all add up to be the people that carry 
the Good News of the gospel of Jesus Christ and build future disciples. If we get it 
wrong, then we risk spreading a shallow gospel and inviting people into a community 
that doesn’t develop authentic disciples.  

This series introduces core values to help us build Households of FAITH. It presents a 
practical Christ-centred way of living that is active in the home environment and also 
in the church. Like Joshua in our key passage, we can take the approach to focus on 
what we can do and set the example in following the Lord. His example became one 
that many others could follow, and are still inspired by to this day. You know what? 
Even though he didn’t see success immediately (with the generation he passed the 
banner to), he did end up leaving a legacy. A great legacy in a land promised by God 
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for all the people of faith that followed. In fact, one could argue that his legacy was a 
Household of Faith. 

What is it that you really want for your home and your church family? The first 
decision we need to make is whether or not we will serve the Lord. When we say Yes 
it starts with inviting Jesus to change the deepest parts of us, which is reflected most in 
our family relationships. What will your answer be? 

 

Let’s steward our families and our church in such a way 
that we reflect God’s relational love and warmth.  

D. BIBLICAL SPOTLIGHT: GOD-GIVEN PURPOSE (optional) 

UNITED BY PURPOSE — SERVE THE LORD 

We will look more closely at the context of the scripture passage for this Session: 
Joshua 24:14-18. Look at the following life examples of Joshua to get an understanding 
of how Joshua lived out his life purpose:  

• Joshua is given his assignment/purpose. Joshua 1:1-9 
• Joshua leads the people of Israel. Joshua 3:9-10, 4:14 
• Joshua submits to the Lord’s leadership. Joshua 5:13-15,  
• Some people are rebellious. Joshua 6:27-7:1,  
• Joshua follows the word of the Lord. Joshua 8:34-35 
• God fulfils his promise. Joshua 11:23, 21:43-45 

Reflect on the passages and answer following questions 

• What responsibilities would Joshua have to undertake to achieve God’s mission? 
How did he achieve unity among the people? 

Joshua was tasked with leading the nation of Israel to conquer the promised land. 
He had gone from being Moses aid for over 40 years (Exodus 33:11), to being the 
nation’s leader. Joshua had to unify, exhort, direct and lead some 3 million people. 
Apart from Joshua and Caleb, they had not experienced the powerful miracles that 
God could perform. Their daily provision of mana had become normal.  

• Joshua had to lead the people into a battle situation 
• Unify the nation 
• Manage change.  
• Called them to step out in faith and experience God’s miraculous provision 
• Submitted to God with great reverence (5:13-15). 
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• Do a word study on “serve” or avod (abad) in the Bible. It is used 
interchangeably with “worship”. What qualities of true worship does it bring out? 

 
Worship is not just coming to church and singing songs while a band plays, neither 
is it having a playlist of favourite Christian songs in your car while you drive to 
work. Joshua’s choice of the word “serve”. 
 
Perhaps look up: 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H5647&t=NKJV 
 
Here are some qualities associated with the word serve as it relates to worship: 
• It involves all of you 
• You are a servant of the Master you worship 
• There’s work, sacrifice and effort involved in worship (that’s why we are to 

be a living sacrifice) 
• There is something created, fruit of service  

 

Reflection Point 

• How can you apply this learning to your own life? 
Reflect on your purpose, call, and the promises of God to you. Let them refocus 
your priorities, strengthen your faith and motivate you to continue to pursue God 
with your whole heart. 

 

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Why is it important to have a vision for your own family? What do you see for your 
family? What are some of the values important to your whole household? 

Answer Guide: The crux of building healthy families is to have a vision for what we 
want them to be like. If we don’t have a goal to aim at then family life and family 
values will be change with circumstances, like a boat on the waves of the ocean (Jam 
1:5-8). We will be vulnerable to the currents and tides of people’s stresses, moods and 
bad habits. People will settle into patterns of behaviour which may not be healthy and 
without a goat to aim at they won’t see the need to change. We need goals to 
encourage one another towards, ones that honour God and are the foundations of a 
strong, healthy relational family.  

 

2. What is your biggest challenge to building a Household of Faith? 

Answer Guide: As we will see as we go through this series, Households of Faith are 
built on strong relational ties. Maintaining authentic relationships requires work. 
Superficial, functional relationships seem so much simpler. Sometimes those that are 
closest to you drive you absolutely nuts. They’re doing the exact same things that 
they’ve been doing all the years you’ve known them, and they are so slow to change 
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that you think it would just be easier to change them away! Let’s be honest, we all can 
think of irritating things that our husbands, wives, children, parents, home group 
members and best friends do that just make it hard to stay together. 

After all, why not just work with people who are like-minded and just tap out of the 
relationship when it gets rough. It is easy to think, that we’d be able to get so much 
more done if we could assemble a team of experts that got together specifically around 
a task. But these frameworks are devoid of heart, and love. Over time, instead of being 
life-giving this lack of love wears you down. 

 

3. What is one change you want to see in your family? What changes do You need to 
make that happen? 

Answer Guide: Like Joshua, setting the example for others to follow is a powerful way 
of leading and building your family. Even if you are not the head of the home, your 
personal culture, values and way that you serve the Lord will impact your family. As 
you continue to allow Christ to work in your heart, life and the way you do things there 
will definitely be a positive flow on affect to all of your relationships. 

 

F. APPLICATION 

Our third discussion question asked “What is one change you want to see in your 
family?” You also had a chance to think about what changes you can do to make that 
happen.  

Pair up with someone and share with them what that change is you would like to see 
(encourage spouses to form a pair). Spend some time talking through what you would 
like to see happen and how you can be the avenue of change. It’s important to pray for 
one another, as without the work of the Holy Spirit, our good intentions will not go far.  

Close by committing your households to the Lord. 

G. LOOKING FORWARD 

In Session 2, we will look at the first of the Five keys to building Households of Faith. 
The first is Faithfulness, and being Faithful to the Mission. 
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SESSION 2 
FAITHFUL 

Faithful verses Excellent  
 
Key Passage: ”But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if 
only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to 
testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” Acts 20:24. 

 

A. INTRODUCTION  

We’re looking at what it’s like to build Households of Faith, first in your home then in 
our church. It’s hard work, but there are five keys that God’s has given to make it work: 
Faithful, Active, Intimate, Teachable and Holy.  

Last session we asked the question whether you will serve the Lord. In today’s session 
we look at the first key in serving the Lord, which is being Faithful.  

Faithfulness is what we are called to. This stands in contrast to the often preferred value 
- Excellence. Whether it be in your work, education or recreation, people strive and 
are rewarded for being the best. There can be significant costs to pursuing excellence 
over faithfulness. It means we judge on ability and results not attitude and effort. 
Making it to such a high level becomes exclusive and there are few winners. The 
standards set can be set too high, and pursuit of Excellence requires all your attention. 
This often comes at the cost of pursuing God’s call – his primary purpose for your life.  

We should not look down on the struggle in a family or a church that strives for 
faithfulness. Faithful people can be tested to the limit but they don’t fail. Faithfulness 
and putting in the hard yards can yield great fruit as God breathes on it to bring life to 
the mission he has given us. As we are Faithful, excellence is built up over time. 

 

You can’t just buy faithfulness it comes from 
persistent obedience over time. 

B. READ SCRIPTURE: Matthew 21:28–32 

BACKGROUND 

This story in the Gospel of Matthew is a parable told by Jesus when he was preaching 
and teaching in the Temple. The chief priest and the elders had been questioning his 
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authority and refused to acknowledge that Jesus had God-given authority, as evidenced 
by John the Baptist (Matt 21:23-27). Now the tables are turned, and Jesus is 
highlighting their God-given responsibility. As Elders and Chief Priests over God’s 
people, they have a divine responsibility to lead and guide the people of Israel in 
God’s ways. Jesus taught this parable to show an example of true faithfulness, and also 
highlight their own failures. Faithfulness is not just willingness to do the right thing, it is 
evidenced by action. 

About the parable: The two sons, were given the same instructions, to go and work in 
their father’s vineyard. It was only their responses that differed. One son presented an 
excellent attitude which must have been initially pleasing. However, for one reason or 
another he never did what his father asked. All his goodwill came to nothing. The 
second son was initially reluctant and refused to comply, defying his father to his face. 
Yet in the end he went and worked as his father had asked. Yet, it was the second son 
that was recognised as being faithful. His actions triumphed over his initial reluctance 
and he was rewarded for it. 

Jesus now uses the parable to point to the leaders implying they are the ones that 
refused to repent and believe in the testimony of John the Baptist, whereas the sinners 
who had been in rebellion against God were the ones who had turned to lead the way 
in Faithfulness. 

C. MAIN POINT 

Faithfulness reflects the heart of God’s character, which was clearly revealed by Jesus 
during his time on earth. As Christ’s followers, it should be a core value we hold 
closely to. Given our current exposure to educational and corporate trends, we tend to 
reward excellence over faithfulness. Striving for excellence is not a bad thing in itself, 
but let’s consider the arguments that Faithfulness is the superior quality. 

Excellence is a bit of commodity everyone is pushing for it in spurts and with very 
tightly defined boundaries. In order for things to be excellent, often everything drops to 
the side to make that one thing excellent. The truth is not many people make it to the 
standard of excellence they strive to reach. And there are many casualties along the 
way. 

Faithful is the new spectacular. God has a specific task he has called you to and this 
will test your level of faithfulness. Very few are called to be pastors or in full time 
ministry, but God has called each of us to be a faithful disciple of Jesus and to serve the 
Lord with our whole heart.  

Faithful to the mission can look different to each of us, but the core is the same. We are 
united by a common purpose to work together to serve the Lord. If we do this 
excellently, we may say it’s of our own doing. If we do it faithfully, it takes that away. 
You sow the seeds, someone else may water them but God brings the growth (1 Cor 
3:5-7). God makes things excellent. Don’t misunderstand, we are not saying let’s be lax 
in standards we set, but let’s be Faithful to the best of our ability. Let our faithfulness 
reap excellence as God brings the growth, whether that be in our home or church 
family.  
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Practically, modern approaches to excellence tend to 
sacrifice long term faithfulness.  

D. BIBLICAL SPOTLIGHT: Faithful versus Excellent 

For this session we will look at what the scripture says about Faithfulness and 
Excellence. As these nouns are not often used in scripture our word search will look at 
the adjectives Faithful and Excellent.  

Go to https://www.blueletterbible.org/ (NB change the Bible version from KJV [King 
James Version] to ESV or your preferred version).  

Key in “Faithful” and read about several versus, including several New Testament 
versus. Repeat using the keyword “Excellent”. 

Bible Verses for Faithfulness:  

Matthew 25:21 – “His lord said to him, Well done, good and faithful servant; you were 
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of 
your lord.”(NKJV) 

Luke 16:10 – “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is 
unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.” (NKJV) 

Bible Verses for Excellence:  

Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatever your hand finds to do, verily, do it with all your might; for 
there is no activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol where you are going. 

2 Corinthians 8:7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, 
and in all eagerness and in the love from us that is in you—make sure that you excel in 
this act of kindness too. (NET) 

1 Thessalonians 4:1 Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, 
that, as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God 
(just as you actually do walk), that you may excel still more. (NASB) 

Matthew 23:37-38 Jesus said to him, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment. 

FAITHFULNESS PRODUCES EXCELLENCE 

Both concepts are in the Bible and are essential. Practically, however, modern 
approaches to excellence tend to sacrifice long term faithfulness. Here’s a quick 
snapshot of why Excellence needs to be secondary to Faithfulness: 
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1. Excellence requires all of your attention: In order to be the best of the best, you 
have to devote all your resources to it. Think about the top 1% of your field, or perhaps 
the top 0.1% of any sport or endeavour. What kind of sacrifices need to be made to be 
excellent. Many things will have to drop to make that one thing excellent. In fact, what 
I’ve discovered from years consulting to companies about operational excellence 
(using techniques like six sigma, zero tolerance, TQM, ISO, Lean, Agile etc.) is that a 
lot of people die on the way to excellence. They get cast aside, used or even stepped 
on. In the context of your own family, who will get that treatment? 

2. Scope needs to reduce to excel: Another modern technique is to define a niche so 
narrow that you can simply be the best in your carefully selected area. Some days I 
wish family could be like that! Let’s just pick something that we are going to do well as 
a family and then be excellent in it. Unfortunately (for that idea), children grow up and 
have their own dreams. Spouses have different callings and then perhaps further on in 
the family journey, your family extends as your children marry people who were 
brought up differently. How will you keep your scope tight then? 

3. You buy excellence: If you want a product that’s good. It’s pretty easy to just go 
ahead and read reviews and buy a good brand. For the purposes of this book (and for 
the purposes of your life), we aren’t talking about products. We’re talking about your 
family. Whether that’s your spiritual family or your own household of FAITH. Attempts 
at buying products in a family context don’t really work, because there are many things 
that money cannot buy. If you could buy everything that was needed, rich families 
wouldn’t be so dysfunctional.  

4. Excellence is a commodity nowadays: So many companies are pursuing excellence 
by iterating fast. They sacrifice stability. Sometimes even sacrificing proper testing and 
safety so that the latest and greatest can be put out on the market. It’s everywhere. 
What’s much harder to find is something that is reliable for a very long period of time. 
That’s why people say, “They don’t make it like they used to”. When was the last time 
you bought something and expected it to last a lifetime? 

5. Excellence highlights your ability: There is always the problem of our own 
achievement. We tend to say, “If I have done excellent it is my own doing”. 
Faithfulness removes that away. So I sow the seeds, I water it and God brings the 
excellence. We just become faithful stewards, and God gets the glory not us. 
Faithfulness is a more accurate representation of our task. We are called to be faithful. 

 
Reflection Point: 
• Do you value Excellence more than Faithfulness? If so what changes do you need 

to make or what do you need to be more faithful in? 

This question opens up the discussion to see what we value most in life. It will be 
easy to go with the “right” answer, but allow a bit of reflection time to look at our 
responses. How is our life structured? Is it based around ensuring we get the best 
results or are we building resilience for the long term? What do we celebrate with 
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our family or even ourselves? Is it only after we have done a good job, or is it after 
we have tried hard and seen through a difficult situation irrespective of the final 
outcome?  

Our society calls us to value excellence, and this worldview is quick to push out 
kingdom thinking.  

If you struggle being satisfied with yourself for not reaching the standard of 
excellence, take heart that God values faithfulness even more. So, don’t let the 
enemy undermine the value of your contribution. Irrespective of the size, your 
contribution is valued and important in building up the Kingdom of God. 

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Think about your family life, what do you celebrate most, excellence or 
faithfulness? 

Answer Guide: This question opens up the discussion to see what we value most in 
life. It will be easy to go with the “right” answer, but allow a bit of reflection time to 
look at our responses. How is our life structured? Is it based around ensuring we get 
the best results or are we building resilience for the long term? What do we celebrate 
with our family or even ourselves? Is it only after we have done a good job, or is it after 
we have tried hard and seen through a difficult situation irrespective of the final 
outcome?  

Our society calls us to value excellence, and this worldview is quick to push out 
kingdom thinking.  

If you struggle being satisfied with yourself for not reaching the standard of excellence, 
take heart that God values faithfulness even more. So, don’t let the enemy undermine 
the value of your contribution. Irrespective of the size, your contribution is valued and 
important in building up the Kingdom of God. 

 

2. Looking at the Parable of the two sons (Matt 21:28-32), what does it tell you about 
how we can struggle to be faithful? 

Answer Guide: It’s not about how good your initial response was, nor is it about how 
excellent your backstory is. This parable contrasts (you have to read a little bit into the 
cultural context) the self-righteous religious people with the sinners who struggle with 
doing the will of the Father. Of course religious churchgoers can be Faithful to the 
Mission and do the will of the Father, but think about how many people go to church 
and say that they will read the Bible and pray only to go through the week without 
doing either. Consider, in today’s modern context, how many sing about undying 
devotion to God, yet never end up having anything to do with Him in the living of their 
life during the days that follow.  

Jesus introduced a new understanding to a familiar concept. He taught that even 
though you struggle, what counts is that you ultimately hear and obey faithfully. I 
believe that if you can grasp this, your family will take a big step on the road to being a 
Life giving Household of FAITH. 
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3. What can we do to help our families be Faithful? 

Answer Guide: Talk about having a buffer/margin in life. 

Having a buffer means that you have space for the ups and downs of life. A margin. 
Just like you would have a margin on a piece of paper. So that instead of writing all the 
way to the edge of the page and filling all the page up with words, you leave a gap at 
the edges. That way, when you need to add something, or when someone else reviews 
your work, they have space to write in the margins. Just like a well layed out 
document, your life is well presented for others to see Christ in you. 

Again, I’m not saying that we shoot for mediocrity, nor am I advocating for laziness. 
We’re talking about building space so that you can go the long haul. Let’s look at some 
practical examples: 

 

• Proper sabbath and rest: In Mark 2:27, Jesus says that the Sabbath (one day of 
rest) is for mankind. Why is that? Well, we could work seven days a week, but 
then we wouldn’t last. It’s important for you to take time to spend time with 
God and recharge with Him. You need to rest in Him. 

• Take a breath before heading home:  I was given a great tip when I first became 
a dad. Before you go home, build in 10-15 minutes to take a breath. Take the 
time to mentally close off work, so that you’re not taking things back home. 
That margin has been so helpful in giving me a space between work and home, 
so that when I get back, I can fully devote myself to the family. It’s enabled me 
to balance work and family for over 20 years.  

 

F. APPLICATION 

Think of something in your family, friends, or you homegroup have been doing 
Faithfully. Plan a time to celebrate together.  

Prayer a prayer of thankfulness for God’s goodness and his faithfulness in your lives. 

G. LOOKING FORWARD 

In Session 3, we will look at the second key to building healthy households of FAITH. 
That is to be Actively and Intimately involved. 
  



 18 

SESSION 3 
Active & Personally Involved 

Doers of the Word 
 

Key Passage: “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be 
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, 

and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do 
them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great 

was the fall of it.” Matthew 7:24-27 

A. INTRODUCTION  

This Session highlights the second of our five keys to building a household of Faith. 
Previously we saw how serving is being Faithful to do what God has called us to. Now 
we see how Active and Personal involvement is a key to how we express our FAITH in 
Christ.  

Active sits against conceptual. We are asking, how are we going to serve the Lord and 
what does serving look like? Today we live in a generation that is big on intentions and 
ideas – let’s solve world poverty and go for a rock concert. We buy particular brands or 
join a cause. We can be big on their ideas but end up doing very little. True love 
results in action. 

Jesus was active and personally involved. He was incarnational. In his most famous 
meal with his disciples Jesus demonstrated how to be active and personally involved 
through servant leadership (John 13; Matt 20:24-28; Luke 22:25-27). He called his 
followers to do likewise. 

Love is expressed in action 

B. READ SCRIPTURE: James 1:19-25 

BACKGROUND  

In his book, James is writing to the messianic believers to convey the point that true 
followers of Jesus demonstrate their faith is not about saying the right things but about 
doing them. Jesus served his Father faithfully, by serving his disciples and healing those 
who came to him. James also leads by example, and refers to himself as a bondservant 
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of Christ (as do other apostles, Paul in 1 Cor 1:11 and Peter in 2 Peter 5:3). James gives 
instructions on how to approach trials and temptations, relationships with people 
different to yourself, then he goes on to talk about receiving the word of God that has 
been planted within them with humility (meekness). What does that mean? It means 
studying the word then acting on what you have learnt.  

James likens people who only read the word without actively applying it to their lives 
in practical ways as fools (1:22). If that is all you do, then you are deceived. He 
challenges the audience to not be forgetful. If you do what the word says you will be 
blessed.  

C. MAIN POINT 

Active sits against conceptual. It’s so much easier to like the idea of being part of 
something greater. In fact, nowadays, we are sold on big ideas and epic initiatives, and 
given so much encouragement for very little contribution on our part. So much so that 
it can mean we’re only contributing conceptually. 

We say we want to solve world poverty and go for a rock concert. That event ends up 
contributing only a small percentage of its net profits (after paying all the bills 
associated with promotion, electricity, staff and acts) to the cause it’s promoting. The 
many thousands that “participate” basically build up the muscle of sitting on a seat 
listening to music that they like. Wouldn’t it be better to build up the actual muscle of 
helping people in poverty by being active and personally involved? 

And what about brands that are now becoming socially conscious (something that is 
actually good and taking our society to a better place). They raise awareness of issues, 
and they promote the idea of reform, but just about 1% of the pre-tax profit actually 
makes it to the cause they advocate for. This makes most brands worse than the giving 
of regular people percentage wise. 

The church is not meant to be a brand. God’s vision of love is not one that is removed 
from active and personal involvement. God didn’t proclaim his Word in the sky, and 
save us remotely by some kind of faraway waving of a wand. Jesus left heaven and all 
the glory and power to come to earth, live as a human, wandering for years during his 
ministry with no home and was eventually rejected by the leaders of the day, and 
killed as a criminal.  

God’s love, is not distant, professional and clinical. He is present and active in our 
lives. Let’s reflect this to others and be active in our homes and in our church, building 
up our households of FAITH. 

 

Part of forming a healthy household of FAITH is in 
the doing of things 
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D. BIBLICAL SPOTLIGHT: Incarnation (optional) 

A key component of our FAITH acronym is active involvement. It’s a chance to put 
into practice the kinds of things we read about in the Scripture. It gives us the 
opportunity to apply the prompting of the Holy Spirit, and perhaps most importantly it 
changes us from the inside out - helping our bodies understand and feel what it’s like 
to be transformed incarnationally into the image of Christ by “doing” his words, not 
just hearing. 

Read these passages and spend some time in discussion and reflection. 

John 3:16, John 13; Matt 20:24-28; Luke 22:25-27.  

 
• Why does following Christ require active involvement? 

Our activity shows our faith in action. Serving Christ in practical ways 
demonstrates that we believe what we say. Serving Christ may test us, but it 
changes us over time. God’s goodness and blessing is revealed to us as we 
act in obedience (Jam 1:25). As we are active we have the privilege to 
experience God’s personal and active involvement in our lives and the things 
he has called us to. So not only do we get to know Christ, but we become 
more like him in the process. 
 

• What do these verses teach about leadership and how does that challenge 
us? Kingdom leadership is always servant based. It is not about self, it is 
about putting other’s interests first and leading by example (1 Cor 1:11; 2 
Peter 5:3). 
It may help to talk about what our culture says about leadership first before 
contrasting it to Kingdom leadership.  
Serving kingdom style comes with its own challenges. In particular, it hits at 
our pride and to the core of where we seek identity and recognition. We 
may be afraid of people using us, being seen as a walk over. How do we 
respond? The key is knowing that your service is first and foremost to the 
Lord. Jesus lived his life with very little gratitude from others and was killed in 
the end. He is our prime example (Heb 12:2-4). 
 

Reflection Point 

• How can you apply this learning to your life? 
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E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. How much are you involved in doing things at home and with your family? 

Answer Guide: An essential key of a vibrant Household of FAITH (whether at home or 
at church) is putting into action the kinds of things that we dream about or want to see 
come to pass. We have to become involved. Hands on!  

We touched on this in the first session, when we looked at one change we would like 
to see in our family and what we could do about it. This is a chance to follow up how 
we have put that into action, and what is the result so far. Encourage one another in 
this. If the thing they saw has not been put into action, then maybe it is a good 
opportunity to explore why not. What are the blockages that have stopped them? Is it 
time? Resources? Unforeseen circumstances? Or they forgot about it? Remember any 
change we want to see in our families must start with us. Like Jesus, we must lead by 
example. 

If you feel you are carrying too much weight or burden within your family maybe it’s a 
time to have a discussion with your spouse or your children how this work can be 
shared. While it is important that we love and care for our family in practical ways it is 
equally important that all family members are active and involved in our homes, as 
they are able. This strengthens respect and family connections, as well as making for a 
more pleasant and fruitful home. It can be a difficult conversation at first, it will help 
build the character of your children and your home in the long run. 

 

2. In what ways was Jesus active and personally involved? 

Answer Guide: God’s vision of love is not one that is removed from Active and 
Personal involvement. Why didn’t God just proclaim His Word in the sky, and save us 
remotely by some kind of far away waving of a wand? He is God after all. Why get his 
hands dirty? 

Turns out Love is not like that. God’s love, is not the kind that is distant, professional 
and clinical. See how Jesus is introduced in the book of Matthew 1:22-23 “Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” Immanuel 
means God with us. The word theologians use for God showing up in person is 
Incarnation. It comes from the Latin combination of “In” and “Caro” meaning to be 
made flesh. “Caro” is linked to many of our words that have to do with meat or flesh - 
like carnivore or carnal. It’s a term to show that God came in the flesh, and got his 
hands dirty literally. Can you imagine for a moment what a drastic change it would 
have been, going from heaven and being royalty, to being born in a manger and 
despised by humanity. Such a sacrifice. But also, incredibly powerful.  

Jesus, being Active and Personally Involved in the way he showed love to us, built up 
love in us. It drew us closer to Him. We are called to the same kind of love and the 
same kind of ministry. If we are serious about serving Christ, we should not sit back 
and expect to be served. There comes a time for us to “go and do likewise”. 

Taking on a servant approach in our own homes and church will bring people closer to 
each other and to God. It will showcase the love of Christ, and propel others to see 
Christ incarnationally through us.  
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There’s no shortcut. If you’re going to be part of a Household of FAITH, you will have 
to roll up your sleeves and be an Active part of the Household. 

 

3. If you were to give advice to someone who wanted to become involved in church 
ministry for the first time, what are some tips you would give to help them? 

Answer Guide: It is a good thing to be involved. Every healthy member of a body 
should be doing something. Here are some keys: 

Serve In A Ministry: Don’t worry too much about where you’re best placed, just pick 
something to begin with. We really believe that this is the best way to build resilience. 
That’s probably why at FGA, you can’t really show up at the church for more than a 
couple of weeks before someone asks you to help out in some kind of way. Whether it 
be ushering (it’s kind of weird that we get new visitors to welcome new visitors, but 
hey, they know best what it’s like to be brand new at a place. Plus it’s a great way to 
meet the older regulars), or simply just helping out with food or the odd clearing and 
packing up.  

Deliberate Practice: Doing the same thing again and again, doesn’t necessarily 
produce great results. You might actually be reinforcing and learning how NOT to do 
something. Think about all the golfers out there who play golf every weekend at a 
mediocre level. They don’t get better with more practice. They only get better if they 
pay attention to their weaknesses, get coaching and deliberately practice what the 
coach says.  

Healthy Habits: Habits help us to repeat things consistently over time. Great active 
habits like daily reading the Bible, being thankful every day or spending time with God 
in prayer slowly transform you over time. This kind of change (incremental over time) 
has long term stickability. Habits are hard to break, and that’s something that can work 
to your advantage. 

If you are going to get your hands dirty and throw your whole life into being a part of a 
Household of FAITH there need to be some realities that you have to deal with. These 
are: 

• It’s easier said than done 

• Your unique weaknesses and strengths play deeply into the equation 

• You’re going to make a lot of mistakes, so fail and fail often 

• People will notice that you’re failing and not always respond well 

• It’s going to take time and energy. That means you’ll have to give up something 
else 

• You can’t be personally involved in everything 

• You grow and get stronger 

• Prepare for a marathon not a sprint. Incarnational ministry needs to be nurtured 
and wisely balanced for the long run. Taking breaks and recharge is a healthy 
part of life. There needs to be time for encounters with God, pauses for learning, 
teaching and fellowship. 
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F. APPLICATION 

This Household of FAITH series will be no more than a good idea if we don’t apply our 
learnings from each session. Write down one thing you want to put into place in your 
home and one for your church, and what you can to do to help make that happen.  

PART A: 

What is one change you want for your home? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

What action will you take to make that happen? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PART B: 

What is one change you want for to see in church? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

What action will you take to make that happen? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Remember we have to demonstrate that attribute if we are to see it in the church, 
whether that be being more friendly, prayerful, loving etc.) 

 

G. LOOKING FORWARD 

In Session 4, we will look at Intimacy and how to love one another well. 
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SESSION 4 
Intimate Relationally 

Love One Another 
 

Key Passage: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you 

are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35  

A. INTRODUCTION  

In this series we have been looking at building life-giving households of FAITH. So far 
we have seen that being Faithful God’s call (Session 1) means Active & Personal 
involvement (Session 2). This Session puts our activity in context — as we live out 
God’s vision for our family or church, we serve the Lord together in the context of 
Intimate relationships. Intimacy with God and intimacy with one another.  

Nurturing love creates a strong home base and a household of FAITH that provides a 
stable healthy environment that will both fuel outreach. Also, more importantly, we 
want to be the safe arrival port for all the people that we reach out to. Just like in Psalm 
1, we can be like a “tree planted by streams of water”, yielding fruit in season and 
providing shade and shelter for others with our leaves. We require a strong base. 

When an individual or family shows up at our doorstep (whether at home or at 
church). Will we showcase a superficial faith and love, or will we invite them into 
something deeper and more intimate? 

Love needs an anchor. It needs an example of the 
kind of love you’re talking about. 

B. READ SCRIPTURE: 1 John 4:13-21 

BACKGROUND  

The author of this book was the apostle John, who also wrote the gospel of John, and 
was written around 85 AD to believers. While the specific location was not mentioned, 
it is understood that this letter would have be circulated widely among the established 
communities of faith. The main reason for writing the letter was to counteract false 
doctrine and to teach believers about Christian living, one that was an integration of 
ethical and Christ focus. 
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John focuses on honesty, love and confession as key distinctives for true followers of 
Christ. On love, John writes that we need to love our brothers. Please note, the use of 
brothers is a generic term pointing to the interconnected relationship between all 
believers is like that of siblings (blood relatives). This is an true spiritual connection 
forged as we are join fellowship with God, Christ and other believers (1 John 1:3).  

The passage we study here shows how fear exposes a lack of love or understanding of 
God’s love and also that our own practice in love exposes if we are truly following 
Christ. To follow Jesus we are exhorted to love our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

C. MAIN POINT 

Now, I’m sure every church and every Christian family says that they are aiming for 
God’s love. What happens though, if God’s church or your family shoots for LOVE, 
and instead dishes out something else. What would happen if we use big words like 
Body of Christ, Family and Household of Faith in the context of Christian community 
to describe the Christian experience. And then, when people come close to taste it, 
what you see is just strangers who sit next to each other and interact at a very 
superficial level. Two hours on a Sunday and little else. Well, the image of Christian 
community and love gets built around that. People will learn that the kind of Love that 
we talk about in Scriptures is more like the love that Santa Claus has for the world. It’s 
neat, distant and highly dependent on whether we are on the naughty list or not. We 
must not let modern Church become like that. 

We must ask the question, “What are we saving people into?” What kind of church, 
what kind of family will our kid be born into? 

That's why we have chosen “Intimate Relationally” as the Core Value for our Pastoral 
gift. It’s actually right at the centre of our acronym. We hope that the way we show 
love is much more intimate and closer. It sits opposed to superficial hellos and today’s 
church where we look at everyone from a distance, like an Instagram feed. 

Jesus did not come up with an employee manual, or a home group leader’s guide. He 
didn’t do strict service times, and tight guidelines about what could and couldn’t talked 
about without being seen as interfering. Instead, Jesus (much like the early church), 
chose a discipleship model that centred around doing life together. They were 
intimate. 

Let us not let church become this carefully curated experience, where we hide our 
deepest hurts, our passions and our real lives. If we are not careful, we can even craft a 
family where we don’t engage in deep matters of the heart. This is not the way 
demonstrated by Jesus. Your family, friends and your neighbours need to be able to 
experience God’s love and intimacy, let them experience it through you.  

 

We must always remember, that when we do love, 
whether it is in our family or in our church, the basis 

is Jesus Christ  
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D. BIBLICAL SPOTLIGHT: Love each other (optional) 

Not only did Jesus call us to love one another (John 13:34-35), but when we read the 
epistles we see time and time again how the writers instruct their congregations to love 
one another (1 Thes 4:9, 1 Pet 1:22, 1 Pet 3:8, 2 Pet 1:5-7). 

A great testimony to the effectiveness of love among the disciples can be seen after 
Jesus’ death even. This group of strangers, who have only been together for a few 
years, became the 12 apostles (broadly speaking) who lead through many church 
conflicts, theological discussions and the spread of the church across geographical 
divides, in an atmosphere of severe persecution. What a tight bond. 

Compare and contrast the passages below, asking the question are we showing 
enough love to one another and how can we do it better? 

• John 13:34-35 
• 1 John 3:16-19 
• 1 John 4:13-21 
• Phil 2:2-4 

Reflection Point 

• What changes in attitude are required to help you love better? 

The answer will be different for each person. If people are struggling, as them to 
reflect on any recent conflict they have had or someone that they struggle to get 
along with. How can they love that person better? 

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Does the love we express taste like God’s love? How can we tell if we are loving 
the way God wants us to in our homes? 

Answer Guide: Jesus attracted the children. Sinners and people from all walks of life 
ran after Jesus. He did not just espouse rules and a Godly lifestyle, even though he kept 
a righteous, pious life himself. He exuded warmth, care and love. It was not just in the 
ultimate act of dying on the cross, but the daily life of feeding the poor, healing the sick 
and reaching out to the lost. Love is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22). Our hearts are built 
to respond to love and it impacts those around us (1 Cor 13:4-7). We know when we 
are loving well as we impart peace, hope and wisdom to others. 

This kind of love can only be shown relationally. In tight close, messy, honest 
relationship. 

Discuss the ways we practically create a relationally WARM and LOVING home. For 
example: 

• Taking time to really listen to one another and communicate 

• Creating space for showing love to others (when you show love outside, you 
develop love, just like when you teach a subject, you get better at the subject) 
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• Grace, repentance and forgiveness need to be present in the home (parents, 
kids and couples). Maybe discuss what that looks like? 

 

2. Can two people (or any group) truly be intimate relationally without conflict? 

Answer Guide: No, it’s impossible. James has a pretty good explanation: 

“What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that 
your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you 
murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not 
have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” (James 4:1–3, ESV). 

We are made so differently, we have different passions and desires. Once we get close, 
it’s so easy to see how the other person is just in the way of getting what we want or 
doing something the way we would do it. God places us in relationships with people 
different from ourselves as an opportunity for us to grow in love. We can become 
highly irritated by others, but God calls us to forgive them and to love them. This is 
demonstrating Christ’s love and proving we are following him. We can’t do this alone, 
but only through intimacy with God and the power of the Holy Spirit.  

In marriage, there’s a phenomenon called “polarisation”, where, because there’s just 
two of you, one will be the opposite of the other. One is always the spender and the 
other the saver. One is neat, and the other messy. One careful and the other carefree 
or careless.  

Conflict can bring about truth. It allows another person to interfere and poke a hole in 
our self-deception. It can reveal issues that exist under the surface. If we can get past 
the initial pain, and conduct ourselves well through it in relational intimacy, we can 
grow. 

 

3. What are some of the things that you’ve noticed in your intimate relationships over 
time? Discuss your experiences of long-term relationships, and make a list of tips for 
making it work. 

Answer Guide: If you are going to stay close with people over a very long period of 
time there need to be some realities that you have to deal with.  

Here are some insights the book “Life-Giving Households of FAITH”:  

• People are hard to get to know well (superficial relationships are much easier) 

• People change over time, and so you will have to constantly get to know them 
again and again. People only appear to remain the same if you don’t know them 
very well. Even if they keep the same quirks and personality for their whole life, 
age and stage of life change all of us. 

• You can’t be intimate relationally with everyone, so you will have to choose well 
who you will journey life intimately with 

• Intimacy means more than you can imagine. There’s nothing as good as being 
truly known and loved. 
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F. APPLICATION 

As we serve the Lord together, there is often conflict and we rub up against one 
another. This can cause us to become resentful or angry with others as they don’t do 
things the way we would do them, or their own sinful attitudes are exposed. This is an 
opportunity for us to love well (as love covers a multitude of sins 1 Peter 4:8). 

If you are disturbed by a recent conflict or there is someone that you struggle to get along 
with, then pray to God and release forgiveness to them. For areas where you see them 
struggle, pray God would release grace for breakthrough and restoration. Pray that God 
would bless them in all areas of their life. Ask the Lord if there is any practical way you 
can express his love to them. 

Doing these things will help you to love that person better. 

 

G. LOOKING FORWARD 

In Session 5, we will look at the importance of Teachability as a core aspect of our 
discipleship.  
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SESSION 5 
Teachable in Discipleship 

Households of Faith are disciplemakers 
 

Key Passage: “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 

A. INTRODUCTION  

In our last session we looked at being Intimate Relationally, which talks about how we 
show love, just as Christ showed love to us. Today’s session is on Teachable in 
Discipleship and really, it’s a focus on our Great Commission. We were called not just 
to agree with a particular belief system, or to just have a best friend in Jesus. We are his 
disciples and we are called to make disciples. This means that our lives must be open 
to change by Him, and that we must be teachable. In today’s session we will see that 
even Jesus was teachable, modelling for us what our orientation should be to God. 

Jesus started with the weak. Rabbis usually pick the smartest and the most dedicated 
students. Jesus didn’t follow that pattern. Jesus tolerated his disciples’ ignorance (Mark 
for 8:14–21) for he knew they had to be taught. 

Being teachable is tied into our relational connections as we serve the Lord together. 
When we’re in relationship easy to be accountable and we feel more compelled two 
do what is right rather than what our flesh tells us to do. 

 

We are called towards disciple making 

B. READ SCRIPTURE: Luke 6:46-49 

BACKGROUND  

This passage in Luke 6 comes at the end of Jesus’ teaching session called the Sermon 
on the Mount. He has spent time talking on various aspects of daily life and how God 
wants us to respond to everyday situations. He has given instructions on the 
importance of 

• Loving your enemies (v’s 27-36) 
• Not judging (v’s 37-42) 
• Good fruit versus bad fruit as evidence for what’s in a person’s heart (v’s 43-45) 
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Now, in verse 46, Jesus turns to the importance of teachability. If we are teachable and 
follow God’s word then we are building households that will stand the test of time and 
the storms and floods that come our way. This teaching comes with a sobering 
message… Jesus warns us if we don’t follow God’s word (allow it to outwork in our 
lives), our house will fall when tested. And the fall will be very great (Luke 6:49).  

C. MAIN POINT 

All of us start with some kind of disadvantage. We are born as babies with little ability 
to do anything for ourselves, and are almost totally reliant on others for learning and 
growing. Fortunately, God made us with a natural inclination to grow and develop. 
After a while though, when we hit adulthood, that learning and growing process can 
sometimes halt. Our weaknesses can become limiting or defining characteristics for us, 
and then we can get into a rut or pattern of fear. Instead of having the mindset of 
possibility, and thinking “everyone starts off as a beginner”, we say things like “I can’t 
do this” or “I’m just not gifted in this area”. This leads to a slow decline and 
deterioration in us. 

Growing is an essential part of all living things. If we are to be a healthy part of the 
Body of Christ, we need to grow and develop. That’s why it’s our fourth key for 
transformation of your household is Teachable in Discipleship. It’s not just growing for 
growth’s sake, we are not talking about hitting the growth targets that are so prevalent 
in the corporate world. Instead, what’s in view is the kind of orientation to be 
teachable that comes in the context of being a disciple of Christ. 

Households of Faiths, whether they be churches or families, are primarily disciple 
makers. The Great Commission (Matt 28:18-20) compels us towards that goal and Jesus 
is our role model. We must move away from just thinking about Discipleship in terms 
of programs and weekly meetings. Discipleship needs to be done in the context of long 
term, highly relational and committed relationships. That’s the Household of FAITH 
difference. 

 

“If you think education is expensive, try ignorance” 
Derek Bok  

D. BIBLICAL SPOTLIGHT: Christ’s model of Discipleship (optional) 

In first-century Palestine, the ideal career for most young Hebrew boys would not be 
taking over the family business. It would be sitting under the tutelage of a Rabbi. It 
would be the brightest of the students, those that aced Hebrew school and memorised 
the Torah with ease that would seek out a Rabbi for the possibility that they would be 
selected as disciples. It was a coveted and esteemed position. Yet, Jesus chose ordinary 
people for his discipleship position. People who were in the process of taking over 
their family business. 
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Right from the outset, it was clear that the disciples Jesus chose had a lot to learn. They 
would be confused by his parables and he would frequently come up against their 
ignorance. There’s this one story told by Mark in Mark 8:14-21: 

“Now they (the disciples) had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one 
loaf with them in the boat. And he (Jesus) cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” And they 
began discussing with one another the fact that they had no bread. And Jesus, 
aware of this, said to them, “Why are you discussing the fact that you have no 
bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? … And he said to them, “Do 
you not yet understand?”” (Mark 8:14–21, ESV)  

They thought Jesus was worried about food, but he was trying to teach them something 
bigger. He was teaching them that He himself was the source of life. This would repeat 
itself with them not knowing that Jesus was the Messiah, being surprised at Jesus’ need 
to die on the cross and even in their attempt to be recognised as the first amongst each 
other.  

For Jesus, all of this was fine. He knew that they had to be taught. It didn’t disqualify 
them. In fact, there was a much greater purpose behind the choice of weak, 
unqualified disciples. Ordinary people if you will. People just like you and me.  

Let’s jump ahead to Acts 4, after the resurrection of Jesus and the beginning of the 
church as we know it. These former fishermen are now boldly proclaiming the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God is rapidly expanding. They are brought before 
the Jerusalem council and asked to explain what was going on. The Jewish authorities 
there were blown away, not just by message, but by the messengers themselves. Look 
at what Luke writes: 

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they 
were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized 
that they had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13, ESV)  

Uneducated, common men. The world transforming, empire destroying, eternal life-
giving news of the gospel was being delivered through such improbable messengers. 
This would evoke a great awe for God and be clearer evidence of Jesus’ power. That’s 
the goal with discipleship in our lives. 

God chose what was weak in the world to shame the strong (1 Cor 1:26–29). That’s 
God’s plan for you and your household of FAITH. You aren’t meant to be achieving 
greatness on the basis of your own strength. It’s meant to be done through being 
Teachable in Discipleship.  

By allowing God to mould you into His pattern, your weaknesses get used for the 
Kingdom and God gets all the glory.  

 

Reflection Point 

• How is Jesus discipling you? Reflect on some specific examples in your life 

We are all a disciple of something or someone. If you look carefully at your own 
life, you are invariably following either the trends of this age or the 
recommendations of the people you look up to. Christians model their life after 
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Christ, and their leader, teacher and indeed Lord/Master is Christ himself. He sets 
the model for our love of others and our love for God.  

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Why is being in relationship with one another an essential part of Discipleship? 

Answer Guide: Discipleship is not the same as listening to a podcast, or reading a 
book. These passive vehicles don’t have the necessary sticking power to transform our 
lives. When I think of all the times I’ve changed the way I do things, whether it’s 
breaking a bad habit or starting something healthy, it’s usually been as a result of a 
highly accountable relationship. 

Let’s look at that dynamic a bit closer. With so much information available to us 
nowadays, simply googling a Bible verse and forwarding it to someone isn’t really going 
to do much to help them grow. In life, the times that cause us to hold back from sin, or 
been jolted towards greater Christian maturity are usually instances where we are 
confronted by people who we love and respect.  

For example, as pastors regularly chat with people about pornography addiction. 
Explanations of how porn is unhealthy and how it changes your tastes towards 
dysfunction ring shallow because people hear it all the time. So do long lectures about 
bible verses. However, deep relational ties have a way of influencing us. 

 

2. What does a Teachable person do? What are some of the markers of someone who 
is teachable? What attitudes or actions oppose teachability? 

Answer guide: During the home group video, I mention a few qualities of someone 
who is teachable (Patient, Humble). However, they are just qualities that I would list 
down. Maybe your group can explore those two points, or come up with some of your 
own. It may also be helpful to make a list of the kinds of things a person who is 
teachable does. 

After you make a list, or discuss this question, it’ll be good to turn the question inwards 
(i.e. directed at ourselves and not others). We always want our children to be 
teachable, other people to be teachable, but what we are exploring today is what 
markers of teachability are in our own lives and how do we grow it? 

Can God teach us if we don’t spend time with Him? If we don’t read his Word? If we 
don’t allow ourselves to be accountable to our leaders? Etc. Some of these topics may 
be controversial, so please do explore the controversial nature of this discussion J So 
many people say “I don’t have a mentor because I can’t find anyone I respect 
enough”. Explore that, because we can all learn things from others if we are teachable. 

Why are we not teachable? While it can vary from person to person usually 
commonalities include 

• Pride. We think our way is right. We make excuses and justify our behaviour. 
We refuse to look at how it impacts others.  
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• Blindspots. We all have blindspots that we need others to point out to us. What 
do we do when they are pointed out to us shows whether or not we are 
teachable.  

• Insecurity. When people try to direct us we can take it as a criticism or a 
condemnation. We can recoil in pain and hurt, rather than looking at the truth 
and seeing what we can do to change. 

• Unforgiveness. People that harbour unforgiveness are inherently unteachable. 
They are blinded to the truth. The scripture says they are like the blind leading 
the blind and they will both fall into the ditch. 

• Self-deception. We believe my way is the right way. We can think there is only 
one way to do something and it must be done that way or not at all. Some 
people incorrectly claim they have heard from God on the matter. You cannot 
disciple someone if they use this trump card. It is now between them and God. 

• Incorrect advice. This is a legitimate reason for not following someone’s advice. 
We need to be discerning and have the ability to weigh up what others tell us to 
do so we are not blindly pushed around by people. This is part of serving the 
Lord.  
 

Where things are not obvious need to take it to the Lord in prayer and ask the Holy 
Spirit to show us what the truth is and what we should do about it. While this book 
makes the case for highly relational discipleship, we must not forget that all discipleship 
follows the template set by God’s Word. So many churches and families go astray 
because of distorted theologies or strong personalities that pull people away from a 
balanced Scriptural core. 

 

3. How does Scripture speak into your life and your family? (Let’s talk specific 
examples) 

Answer Guide: While we make the case for highly relational discipleship, we must not 
forget that all discipleship follows the template set by God’s Word. So many churches 
and families go astray because of distorted theologies or strong personalities that pull 
people away from a balanced Scriptural core. All of our relational disciple making 
needs to be infuse Scripture into our lives. Take time to talk about how that is done in 
the real life of your home. 

A good test of whether a person is doing Quiet Time, or having regular time with 
Scripture is to ask: When, Where, What and How. If you are actually spending time in 
God’s word, you’ll be able to articulate when you usually do it, where it takes place 
(even if it’s a few different places). You’ll be able to say what you’ve been reading (and 
point to the last passage you’ve actually read), and How you go about your Quiet 
Time (is it SOAP? Journaling? Worship? Etc.) 

Please take time to dig in to the When, Where, What and How. We must not make 
discipleship just something that is talked about but not practically implemented in the 
home. 
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F. APPLICATION 

Mind a mentor 

Take some time to cultivate a close relationship with someone who can mentor, 
correct and teach you. Remember that it’s not about finding the best-qualified person, 
but rather, more about having the right orientation to learn. We can learn and grow to 
be more like Christ through the examples of even our spouse, our parents or our home 
group members. 

If you are going to allow people to teach you and mould you into Christ-likeness over a 
very long period of time there need to be some realities that you have to deal with.  

These are:  

• There are good teachers everywhere, you just need to pursue them 

• Learning is a life-long process, and you never reach the end of all knowledge 

• Learning without implementing is pretty futile, that’s why it needs to be 
tempered with discipleship. 

• The best lessons are learned over a long period of time. 

 

G. LOOKING FORWARD 

In our final session, we will look at being Holy. The basic call of all Disciples is to be 
holy and set apart for God’s purposes. This is the essence of Households of FAITH.  
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SESSION 6 
Holy and set apart 

God uses the ordinary for his glory 
 
Key Passage: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 1 Peter 2:9  

A. INTRODUCTION  

In this series, we have been looking at God’s blueprint for establishing fruitful 
households of FAITH, whether that be in your own home or in FGA Melbourne. These 
include: 

1. We need to be Faithful to the Mission God has given us.  
2. This requires Active and Personal involvement.  
3. Expressing our faith through Intimate Relationships that reflecting love 
4. We need to be Teachable and clothed in humility.  
5. Finally we are called to be holy. 

People adjust their lives around things that they really love and want to pursue. In 
some ways these things can become sacred like setting apart a part time for a soccer 
game or looking at that TV series, or going to that particular restaurant. There are things 
that we love to do that we will make every effort to do them. In practical terms this is 
sacred. 

Holy has to do with purpose and being set apart. God has called us to be sacred 
people (1 Peter 2:9). However, we are just ordinary people called to do ordinary things 
but when we are set apart oh god we become holy and we do extraordinary things. We 
look at two examples or indicators of how our lives are set apart for God: Time and 
Money. We ask specifically, what do we do with our time for God? and how do we 
honour God with our money?  

 

What we do with our time and money reflects our 
heart desires 

B. READ SCRIPTURE: 1 Peter 2:9 
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BACKGROUND  

Background on the passage: The passage from 1 Peter is addressed to a scattered 
audience (in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia). These are people who 
have had to assimilate into a different culture, and are holding on to their faith while 
they live far away from their Jewish homeland. Remember that Peter was really 
somewhat of an apostle to the Jews. Everything around them would look different, and 
their lives would be very disconnected from the stories of the Old Testament that they 
would have grown up hearing. Yet, this promise that they are a nation and people that 
God would call as his own would ring very familiar to them. They were called to be a 
light, and a blessing … to proclaim the excellencies of God who called them out of 
darkness. That word “excellencies”, just means that they were set apart to show or 
reflect God’s excellent ways. 

This has many parallels to us today. 1 Peter 2:11 calls us “sojourners and exiles”, and 
indeed we are in this world, but we don’t belong here. We are called to be different, 
because we serve a different Master and we are born again into another citizenship. 
This affects how we worship. It affects our function as priests to the world. 

 

C. MAIN POINT 

Being Holy is often confused with external actions and clichés. We think that a Holy 
person is someone who doesn’t swear, drink excessively or viewing explicitly violent 
or sexual material. While resisting those things are certainly good for soul and healthy 
expressions of a transformed inner life, they are not in and of themselves the criteria for 
holiness. 

Holy means that something is “set apart” in purpose. It is being put aside for a 
particular use. It can’t be used for other things. It might be a very ordinary piece of 
furniture, like a pot, but if it is God’s temple, then it is Holy and meant only for sacred 
use (1 Cor 1:28-29; 2 Cor 4:7).  

A household that is filled with regular people, maybe even your own household with 
you in it, your kids, your grandparents. It can feel very ordinary, especially when we 
see all of the issues that come up in everyday life. However, do you see your family 
with God’s eyes? God always uses the ordinary, in sometimes spectacular ways. What 
matters is whether it’s Holy or not. 

 

God makes the ordinary holy to become spectacular.  
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D. BIBLICAL SPOTLIGHT: Holy (optional) 

Being holy means we are to proclaim the “excellencies” of God who saved us. Have a 
look at the teachings from 1 Peter that gives examples of how we can live out our Faith 
to the glory of God: 

- by our conduct (1 Peter 2:12) 
- by our honouring of others (1 Peter 2:13-25) 
- by our family life (1 Peter 3:1-7) 
- by how we handle suffering (1 Peter 3:8 – 4:19) 

Aside suggestions from 1 Peter you may choose to do further research. Some 
recommended sites are: 

• Bible Gateway for a topical search: https://www.biblegateway.com/topical/ 
• Bible hub to compare translations, interlinear Bible, study the meaning of 

Hebrew & Greek words: https://biblehub.com  
• Blue Letter Bible for additional tools such as commentaries, audio resources, 

word search: https://www.blueletterbible.org  

 

Reflection Point: 

• How do you see yourself as a priest or prophet in your everyday life? What 
sets you apart? 

 

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. How as Jesus ordinary yet Holy? 

Answer Guide: It goes without saying that Jesus was Holy. He was incarnation meant 
he was fully God and fully human. This is one of the mysteries of the Christian Faith. 
Most Christians will easily acknowledge that. However, what is quite surprising is that 
for most of his life (prior to his public ministry), Jesus was actually quite an ordinary 
person. He was born in a stable with just his parents there, he was a refugee early in 
life (Matt 2:13-15), he then grew up in an ordinary town (Nazareth) and spent about 
30 years going to school, learning the trade from his father and going to “church”. 
However, despite doing very ordinary things (no real big miracles yet), Jesus knew that 
he was Set Apart and he had a very clear sense of purpose (Luke 2:49).  

 

2. How can we be Holy and Set apart in our everyday lives (workplace, family, 
school, neighbourhood)? 

Answer guide: This question gets at the core to how we live our lives as set apart for 
God. Please remember that none of these things will make us Holy or save us. Jesus set 
us apart and made us holy when he called us (1 Cor 1:2; 1 Pet 1:2). Living this out 
means you prioritise doing things for God over other thing for yourselves. It might 
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mean that you are an ordinary accountant who works 9 to 5 every day. Except that we 
are not just an ordinary accountant alone. We are a Holy Accountant! Or it might 
mean that we are an ordinary student, but we are set apart for God. Water in the 
temple, that is set apart, cannot be used for drinking when you’re thirsty or for washing 
your car. We conduct ourselves in a way that gives glory to God and that reflects our 
life purposes for God. 

Similarly, if your life is Holy and Set Apart, there will be things that you can’t or won’t 
do. It doesn’t align with your purpose. Your purpose for existing and living.  

Have you heard of the sequence people go through in coming to Faith in Christ… 
Belong, Believe, Behave? Belonging is that step of Faith that leads to holiness and being 
set apart for God’s purpose. So often, we have it the other way around. We try to make 
people do things that are different, without letting the Holy Spirit really tackle the inner 
life. Whether it be your family member or friend, they must first discover that he or she 
is set apart. There must be that inner conviction and then, from the inside out, there 
will come a change in action that will move them towards their purpose. 

 

3. Why does honouring God with our time and money test us? Which is harder for 
you – Time or Money or both? 

Answer Guide: Read Exodus 20:8–11. Being set apart for God is demonstrated in 
practical ways. Not just by doing good but we show it with how we live our lives.  

About Time: When we learn to prioritise our time, and learn to live our own lives and 
our busyness within the six days that are given to us, we will be more peaceful and 
closer to the healthy state that God intends for us.  

It’s not so much about God demanding the Sabbath day for him. It’s really about us 
making sacred things sacred, and setting aside TIME so that our actions match with our 
purposes.  

This means that we aren’t just rushing to church (maybe a bit late) and leaving service 
a bit early to beat the food queues. Or quickly moving on to many other activities that 
we have lined up for that day. If we have the mindset that the whole day belongs to 
God, then we will come early for prayer, volunteer for things, stay back to fellowship 
with our brothers and sisters in our Household of FAITH. We will deliberately keep the 
day clear, away from things that press for attention and time.  

About Money: So many times, when Jesus talked about the “other” gods that vie for 
attention as Master, he would use the god of Money as the example (Matthew 6:24, 
Luke 16:13). It’s a big thing for most, if not all of us. 

It’s said that you can tell the things a person loves by where they spend their money. 
It’s a reflection of inner priorities. That’s why one of the biggest issues that married 
couples fight about is money! Even couples who have more money that we could ever 
amass in our lifetime fight about money. Why? Because it’s always about something 
deeper.  

Just like the Sabbath and time, it’s not so much about the demand for tithe. Rather, 
tithing and keeping the tithe untouched helps us to reflect our internal priorities. It 
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helps us from drifting away from putting God first. By first putting aside what belongs to 
God, we prevent other things from grabbing at our hearts. 

You cannot be Set Apart for God and have none of your money Set Apart for God. I’d 
go so far as to say, that an insignificant, inconsequential amount set apart for God is 
also missing the point. That’s why 10% works so well. It is a necessary although painful 
reminder that our lives are Set Apart, just like the tithe is Set Apart.  

Some people are more time poor than others, and will struggle prioritising God with 
their time. Other’s will have more challenge over money and where it is spent. This can 
also a common source of conflict in the home because one partner is more particular 
about how money is spent.  

This maybe a good time to chat with your spouse or to reflect on how you spend your 
time or money. If it is time, what things can you drop to make more time for God? Is 
this something you really want to do or just feel you should do? Remember the parable 
of the two sons? 

If it is money, what way can you restructure your spending to honour God more. This 
doesn’t mean giving more money to the church (although it can). It is about submitting 
your finances to God and seeking his wisdom on what to do. If you are in financial 
difficulty.  

  

F. APPLICATION 

We have come to the end of our series. Reflect over the keys that produce active 
households of Faith. 

• Responding to God’s call 
• Knowing your purpose 
• Being faithful in the things you are called to do 
• Not standing back but becoming involved, hands on 
• Journey with others, in love and humility 
• Disciple others, and never stop learning yourself 
• Being set apart for God needs to be reflected in our life choices. 

 

As you read through this list. If there are any areas you feel you fall short or haven’t 
grasped properly, find someone to talk it through with and pray over it. Remember we 
don’t make something of ourselves. It is God who uses the ordinary for his glory. Our 
role is to be available. 
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APPENDIX I 
Five Core Values of FGAM 

Evangelistic • Apostolic • Pastoral • Teaching • Prophetic 

 

The five core values of FGAM have been summarised as the 5-letter acronym for 
F.A.I.T.H. These five core values can map to the five ministry gifts in Ephesians 

 
FAITHFUL TO THE MISSION (F):  

Faithful has been chosen as opposed to Excellence (which we used to have in our 
values statement). Excellence is not up there as part of our vision for how to serve 
because in order for things to be excellent, you have to devote all your resources to it 
and everything drops on the side to make that one thing excellent. A lot of people 
nowadays are pursuing excellence (six sigma, zero tolerance through a whole bunch of 
excellence processes) but the thing is … a lot of guys die on the way to excellence. 
Excellence is a bit of commodity everyone is pushing for it in spurts and with very 
tightly defined boundaries.  

Faithful is the new spectacular. As for me I just want to be a faithful pastor and if I can 
really be honest with you now, when I was younger, I wanted to be an excellent pastor 
but now I have seen so many guys fall and I just want to be the real thing I want to 
finish my days serving the Lord and be a faithful pastor to the mission that God has for 
me and I want to be a faithful husband, a faithful father and I tell you with today lack 
of loyalty, faithful is the new spectacular.  It is spectacular to find the guy who will 
serve the Lord with joy, it is spectacular to find the person with one wife the whole 
time and his family survived the whole thing. I was just thinking faithful to the mission 
for me and excellent also has this problem of our own achievement and if I have done 
excellent it is my own doing, faithfulness removes that away so I sow the seeds, I water 
it and God brings the excellence so we are not saying let’s be terrible and I think 
faithfulness reaps excellence whereas I think you can short cut a lot of things and get 
excellence, in today world there are a lot of shortcuts to get excellence and I am not 
keen on these so that is off for us and you are going to hear us talk about that  a lot 
from us but I am giving you the short version. 

 
ACTIVE AND PERSONALLY INVOLVED (A):  

Active sits against conceptual. How are we going to serve the Lord, what does serving 
look like? What is the vision when you close your eyes – serving is being faithful is it 
serving every day or serving the lord but not being active because today we live in a 
generation that is big on intentions and ideas – let’s solve world poverty and go for a 
rock concert and that’s about it, we buy all these brands, promote love, climb the 
highest mountain for you on my T-shirt, they big on their ideas but they are not doing 
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it. I have just finished a book called, “Love Does”. For us it has to be active or the word 
that we discussed is incarnate it has to be involved us in the flesh and so if we are 
serving then not just pay money for someone to serve the Lord, we don’t want that e.g. 
P&W team can’t pay people to come and play for us or pay a missionary so we are 
doing the stuff but not active in it.  

 
INTIMATE RELATIONALLY (I):  

I is intimate. We are going to do our relationship intimately. We tossed between using 
the word intimate and the word love. Love is a more technically appropriate word to 
use, however, the problem with the word Love in this day and age is that I can say “I 
can love my coffee, I love my car, I love all kinds of things”. It is really hard and for it 
to be the distinctive of FGA. For it means that Ps. Quentin is going to get involved with 
your children’s life, finding out their grades/home life. It’s like being an interfering 
parent all over the place almost like an Asian way to be a lot more intimate with the 
relationship. So how are we going to serve? We are going to serve intimately which 
involves getting to know people, understanding the differences between each of us and 
the kind of conflict that comes with a close-knit relationship. Intimate sits against clean 
and neat. That is why there will be a lot not dead set written down yet will be some but 
not a lot to allow the intimacy to occur which is quite a Hebrew way. 

 
TEACHABLE IN DISCIPLESHIP (T):  

How are we going to serve? With a teachable spirit. That is the entire discipleship 
model we are also going to have the orientation of teaching – I catch myself how often 
how I get irritated with my kids for not learning things fast enough or I get irritated with 
some people that I teach the computers but I have to understand that people are 
learning – I have practiced a thousand times but my kids are learning to control their 
emotions, growing up and learning how to build their characters to tell the truth so a 
few times they will lie, throw tantrums but if we remember how we serve is in this 
whole model of teaching and being teachable as  discipleship then we account for all 
those thing – part of it was inspired by people that had inspired me. As for intimate, 
Roger has inspired me during the holiday we go together and for teachable Quentin 
and his team has really inspired me for that as Quentin takes these really young guys in 
their raw format and Quentin has the patience to teach them, disciple and groom them 
and then they graduated into our main ministry. A lot of our ministries are powered by 
people that come out of the pipeline of other ministries. That is a good model for us to 
have a teachable discipling type model. Teachable sits against Expert. We are always a 
learner, there usually an expert service model so when you talk about serving- you 
always go and get the expert but what I want is to get the learners. 

 
HOLY AND SET APART FOR GOD (H):  

Holy (H) used to be something that was judged based on appearance or outside so e.g. 
he is a holy person, he does not smoke and drink, does not do this or that etc... 
holiness for us from the biblical meaning means set apart (on purpose). A good analogy 
for holy is water. Water can be used for all kind of things. You can wash your car, your 
dog can drink it, you can wash your dirty boots, you can bathe with your water, you 
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can swim in it or boat ride on the water but then water in the temple of God becomes 
holy water. It looks exactly the same and I reckon the molecular composition is exactly 
the same as water used for watering your garden. God can use things solely for his 
purposes. Holy is there for us so that when we go off and do normal things we 
remember that its purposes are for God - so that God’s name get glorified. If anyone 
looks at our activities, it looks like a dance competition and looks like water. Holy 
water. We make sure that people know its purposes and our lives are like that too. That 
means as Christians, Raymond, you should look like an accountant except that you are 
a holy accountant because everything in your life exists for the purpose of God. That is 
the concept of Holy. So the holy for purpose sits opposed to looking holy. I think in our 
past we have a whole bunch of things that just look holy so people serve to look holy 
which is what we don’t want.  

 
 

 


