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OVERVIEW 
GOOD NEWS FOR ALL 

 
Series Passage: But the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring 
you good news that will bring great joy to all people.” Luke 2:10 (NLT) 
 

“The Gospel is the good news that God became 

man in Jesus Christ. He lived the life we should 

have lived and died the death we should have 

died—in our place. Three days later He rose from 

the dead, proving that He is the Son of God and 

offering the gift of salvation and forgiveness of sins 

to those who repent and believe in Him.” 

A. THE “GOOD NEWS FOR ALL” SERIES 

As a Household of Faith, each year we focus on one of the five-fold F.A.I.T.H. 
ministries. 2020 is our Evangelism year where we have been looking at our first core 
value “Faithful to the Mission”. While this year continues to be extremely 
challenging, as His church we need to obey with Faithfulness and urgently carry out 
the task of the Great Commission assigned to us by our Lord Jesus.  

Why is it essential for us to reach out to the world around us with the Gospel? The 
injustice of the world, and its problems are immensely costly and impossible to fix. 
Carrots, sticks and systems are temporary in nature, if they work at all. A change of 
HEART is needed. The Gospel is the ultimate human right because it alone has the 
power to destroy injustice and evil—at its very root. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is Good News for all because it is a public truth and one 
that we are called to proclaim (Matt 28:18-20). It is rooted in real world history, it 
can be refuted and investigated and is ultimately the true solution, for all people.  
The early church, when faced with difficult times and the challenge to Advance the 
Kingdom didn’t ask for the challenges to be removed, or an easy life, but rather, 
they prayed for boldness (Acts 4:29-31)! Let’s use this time to equip ourselves and 
be confident in the message we carry, so that when coronavirus restrictions ease, 
we are well prepared to share the Good News.  



4 

B. ABOUT THE SESSIONS 

“Good News For All” is an apologetics series, where we take four sessions to equip 
our members to understand the reason why everyone needs to hear the Gospel. We 
hope to defend common objections to Jesus and the Gospel. We need to become 
confident in the message we carry, as a message of justice, truth, love and freedom 
which all people have the right to hear.  

The format is similar to other home groups. The application for this series will come 
through personal evangelism (a focus for the next Home Group series), so we have 
created a new section called “GOING DEEPER”. This is optional for those who are 
keen to study further than what we are limited to during the home group session. 
This has a leading question (or people can choose their own), with suggested 
angles to tackle the question and links to more information. The aim is to better 
equip ourselves to proclaim and defend the message of the Gospel, or answer any 
underlying questions we may have ourselves. 

The following table outlines the key points of each video: 

SESSION TITLE MAIN POINT 

Session 1 Introduction Video Let’s not reach out without first knowing why the gospel is 
good news. 

 Justice For All The right to know God is just 
Session 2 Truth For All The right to know what is true 
Session 3 Love For All The right to experience love and fulness 
Session 4 Freedom For All The right to true freedom 
Leaders Good News For All The gospel is the ultimate human right 

 

C. SESSION STRUCTURE 

Here is a reminder of the suggested format for your home group (options bolded): 
 

SESSION ACTIVITY TIME 
Worship / Opening Prayer 5-20 mins 
Welcome and Session Introduction 10 mins 
Read Scripture 5 mins 
Watch Session Video and read Main Point 20 mins 
Discuss one or more of the Questions 20 mins 
Pray for needs 5-10 mins 
Going Deeper (further study) In people’s own time 
TOTAL TIME 60-90 mins 
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D. ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE 

The "Good News For All" copies of the Leader’s Guide, Member’s Notes and 
videos are available for streaming or download at 
http://fgam.org.au/media/homegroup-materials.  
 
If you are unable to access the files please let us know. 
Contact Ps. YC Goh | 0425 799 576 | yc.goh@fgam.org.au, or  
Ps Quentin Loke | 0402 558 316 | quentin.loke@fgam.org.au.  
 
Unfortunately, while COVID-19 Stage 4 Restrictions are in place the FGAM office is 
unable to print the notes for you. 
 
The “Good News For All” Sunday preaching series will be spread over 5 weeks 
from 20th September to 11th October 2020. Sermons will be available online in video 
(http://fgam.org.au/media/video-sermons) or audio 
(http://fgam.org.au/media/audio-sermons) format. 

 
Book references for the series: The Human Right (2018) by Rice Broocks. Thomas 
Nelson Publishers.  

 
 
 
 

Keywords: Gospel • Human Right • Justice • Truth • Love • Freedom  

F.A.I.T.H. emphasis: F - Faithful to the mission 

  



6 

SESSION 1 
JUSTICE FOR ALL  

The right to know God is just 

 
Key Passage: “For from the inside, from a person’s heart, come the evil ideas which 
lead him to do immoral things, to rob, to kill…” Mark 7:21 (GNT) 

A. INTRODUCTION  

While we are all called to be a witness of all God has done for us, it is vital that we 
be able to defend the existence of God to those who do not share or understand 
our personal experiences. Conversing with unbelievers using a rational, logical 
approach is a key part of explaining why we believe what we do. While a large part 
of the evangelism process will be relational and driven by experience, at some 
point people will invariably look for a deeper understanding of our faith. Apologetic 
discussions like the ones we bring up in this series helps them realise that what they 
believe may not always be founded on a real or true understanding of God. We 
need to be confident in the full message of the gospel that we believe. 

Regardless of how or why we came to faith, we all need to have a deep conviction 
that everyone needs to hear the gospel. The Great Commission is not just a 
membership drive or an order to be blindly followed. It is an act of love for all 
people, not imposed, but shared for people to freely choose God. 

Injustice is often at the heart of these discussions, as almost no one is exempt from 
its pain or effects. Unbelievers are unable to see the goodness of an all-powerful, 
ever-present God in a world that is corrupt and decaying. This session looks at the 
root of injustice and God’s solution to it. 

B. PLAY INTRODUCTION & SESSION VIDEO:  

There are TWO videos for this session.  

After playing the Introduction video (3 mins), read the summary of the gospel by Dr. 
Rice Broocks below. A longer explanation is provided in the Appendix, and worth 
reading.  

Pause to discuss any questions the members may have regarding the Introduction 
or the meaning of the gospel.  
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“The Gospel is the good news that God became 

man in Jesus Christ. He lived the life we should 

have lived and died the death we should have 

died—in our place. Three days later He rose from 

the dead, proving that He is the Son of God and 

offering the gift of salvation and forgiveness of sins 

to those who repent and believe in Him.” 

C. READ SCRIPTURE: Luke 2:10, 2 Corinthians 5:11-21, Romans 10:12-
15, Mark 7:21. 

These scriptures relate to the core message of God’s desire to reconcile mankind to 
himself. With the birth of Jesus came the announcement of God’s plan (Luke 2:10) 
and God’s desire for all to hear the Good News (Rom 10:12-15). As we have been 
reconciled to God, we have been given the mandate to share his love with others (2 
Cor 5:11-21). 

Mark 7:21 is a quote from Jesus where he explains the issues of humanity’s broken 
heart and sin, leading to all kinds of evil. 

D. MAIN POINT 

As Christians, we are tasked to share the gospel and tell people about Jesus. Yet, 
we often fail in our task. Perhaps it is because we lack confidence in the message, or 
we feel the Gospel is old news rather than good news and is lost in the tide of 
change. Perhaps we have the mistaken view that our faith is supposed to be 
personal and private; something that is not easily shared. Through the “Good News 
For All” series, we have an opportunity to re-familiarise and equip ourselves with 
the heart of the gospel message—God’s answer to injustice that humanity 
desperately needs.  

God has given us the privilege and right to choose. Our moral choices are real and 
have consequences, even into eternity. Humanity already has the power to rid the 
world of evil, but has failed to do so. When Jesus came, the disciples hoped he 
would be the king to end their injustice by overthrowing the oppressive Roman 
government. However, Jesus’ answer was one that would be the lasting solution for 
his disciples and for ALL generations, irrespective of ethnicity, culture or language. 
One that brings God’s Spirit to live within us and change us from the inside out. The 
claim that the gospel is the cure for injustice is certainly a bold one but, in reality, is 
the essence of Christianity. 
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The Gospel is the ultimate human right because it alone has the power to destroy 
injustice and evil – at its very root. Everyone deserves an opportunity to hear it. 
 

God wants evil to stop happening,  

not just to you but through you 

E. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. How comfortable are you with defending your belief in Jesus when people 
oppose it? What are some of the challenges that unhinge you? 

Answer Guide: This opening question is to gauge how comfortable your members 
are to share the gospel with non-Christians. Some find it easy, but they are not the 
majority. Most of us feel intimidated to share something that means a lot to us, or 
we lack the confidence in case we are asked any tricky questions about our faith. 
We all know we SHOULD share our faith, but let’s be honest about what STOPS 
us from doing so. Encourage people to be open, as we all probably fail in similar 
ways. 
 

2. What are some of the injustices in the world today? What solutions would you 
propose to fix them? 

Answer Guide: Despite the declaration of human rights in the mid-1940’s, it has 
been impossible to enforce the charter worldwide. Humanity continues to be its 
own worst enemy. Evil and injustice seem to pour continuously into our world 
from every place, every city, and every nation. The list of atrocities grows daily—
from genocide, human trafficking, exploitation of the poor, and oppression of 
women and children, to poverty and crime. The very thought of ending all the 
evil in the world is a dream that might happen in a fairytale but not in real life. 
Speak about ways that we can fix them, perhaps refer to what Ps. Chris spoke 
about in the video, e.g. $1 trillion dollars spent on defence could end world 
hunger. See what solutions the group can come up with. Talk about whether they 
would have lasting effects, or what would need to change for the solutions to be 
long-lasting. 

Human Rights are a great, possibly God-given ideal, but just as the laws of Moses 
were impossible to follow, so are the standards prescribed by the charter of 
human rights. The reason is not due to lack of the world’s resources, but it has 
everything to do with the sin -nature of human beings. We have a propensity to 
sin (the Bible says we are slaves to sin; Rom 6:15-23) and without the regenerating 
work of the Holy Spirit we are bound to fail. The root of injustice comes from the 
selfishness of mankind.  
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The Gospel provides the only real solution to the problem of evil. Not only does 
it deal with evil at its source but it provides comfort that justice will ultimately be 
served to everyone. 

 
3. Human Rights recognise the inherent value of each person, regardless of 

race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, or any other status. Quite 
often Christianity is painted as being opposed to Human Rights (especially 
when Human desires/wishes are elevated to the top of the agenda). Why 
does the Gospel actually support a high view of Human Value and Human 
Rights? 

Answer Guide: Historians tell us that the idea of rights grew out of societies that 
believed in the God of the Bible. That is not a proof of the existence of God. 
Nevertheless, human rights make more sense in a universe created by God. 
Without God, it is difficult to explain why or how they exist (Tim Keller). 

Respect for human rights is the cornerstone of strong communities because the 
promote justice through equity, they intend to provide a secure society in which 
everyone can contribute and feel included. Christianity has led so many of the 
world’s justice movements in battling inequality, slavery, discrimination and 
abuse. At its core it comes down to the fact that we believe that every human life 
is important as we are made in the image of God. John 3:16 expresses it 
beautifully, for God so loved the world (the people in it) that He gave his only 
begotten son.  

Hearing and responding to the gospel is the ultimate human right because Jesus 
died for all people, regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language, 
religion, or any other status. In the Kingdom of God, by accepting Jesus Christ, 
we find there is no distinction between people. “There is no longer Jew nor 
gentile, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male or female. All of 
you are one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:23). 

The Gospel is the ultimate human right because it includes everyone. God says 
everyone has the right to hear and respond to the gospel (Matt 28:19, Mark 
16:15, Acts 1:8, Rom 10:12-15, Ps 22:27). 

Without God, Human Self-Actualisation (my needs, my wants, my happiness) 
becomes the ultimate goal of Human Rights. Unfortunately, while our HEARTS, 
DESIRES are broken/evil…we’re never going to spend the $1 trillion dollars 
wisely. Giving us rights to do whatever we want, isn’t actually going to help us 
value humans more. Our history has shown us, that we prey on other humans, 
and our greed gets the better of us, leading to the strong getting stronger and 
the weak getting weaker.  
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With God, we get the right to be restored to our full life and potential … free 
from sin, it’s bondage and its payment (which is death). We get the right to a 
New Heart, and a New Life born again into God’s kingdom. 

 

Everyone has the right to make real choices about 

their morals and destiny. 

 
4. (OPTIONAL) Jesus said “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 

anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free” (Luke 4:18). Share an example of how God has changed your life 
(broken a sin or a bad habit, or caused you to be more thoughtful or 
compassionate). Do you see how the Gospel can end injustice globally? 

Answer Guide: The problem of injustice relates to the evil within us. If Jesus is 
lord of our lives, we will not perpetuate injustice, but rather reflect the nature of 
Christ. Having God’s sprit within us changes us from the inside out. encourage 
the group to make it personal, so that can see what effect God can have if 
everyone has a change of heart. 

F. GOING DEEPER (Optional) 

This section allows for further exploration into the key matters of apologetics. It 
could be that you are talking to people that are struggling with these questions, or 
that person may even be you. Be encouraged to find answers to these questions. 
 

QUESTION FOR FURTHER STUDY: 
The notion that God allows evil in the world is a major stumbling block for people 
coming to believe in a good God. How could you respond to someone that asks 
“Why would a loving God allow evil”? 

The teachings of Scripture are clear about just and unjust behaviour. Try using the 
Scripture to search for times where God has initiated justice. For example, the Ten 
Commandments given to Moses more than 3,000 years ago were actually 
statements of human rights. The command to not murder delineated the right to 
life; the command to not steal spoke of the right to personal property. It was the 
belief in God, who had created mankind for a purpose, that proved human beings 
had a right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Many scriptures speak to 
the Israelites, telling them to care for the orphan, the widow and the stranger. 
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G. LOOKING FORWARD 

In Session 2, we will look at Truth for All. How we can know that truth exists and 
how to defend it. 
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SESSION 2 
TRUTH FOR ALL  

The right to know what is true 
 
Key Passage: Jesus said "...I was born and came into the world for this one purpose, 
to speak about the truth. Whoever belongs to the truth listens to me.”  

John 18:37b (GNT) 

A. INTRODUCTION 

There are many voices today espousing truth, yet some people think all truth is 
relative (meaning that anything can be considered to be true) or contrarily, no such 
thing as truth exists. This session talks about how Jesus came to bring us the truth; 
and how we can know the truth, but only through Jesus (and his teachings). 

One of the biggest battles Christians face is the split between faith and everyday 
life. For example, with the rise of Secularism (the split of Church and State), today’s 
society has been brought up to think that Christianity should be kept in a small 
corner of an individual’s life (e.g. religion). According to this belief, everyone can 
believe their own things about God, their faith and their purpose in the world. Each 
person choosing to believe their own truth.  

So, while it is important that we do not impose our beliefs onto others, it is also 
essential to realise that there can only be one truth when it relates to God and our 
lives. 

This session helps us understand that belief in God is not a conclusion, or a result of 
blind faith or opinion. But rather, much like the early disciples discovered, belief in 
God is based on evidence that it is truth. 

Belief in God is a conclusion not an assumption 

B. READ SCRIPTURE: John 1:17-18, John 18:37(b), John 14:6, Numbers 
23:19 

Jesus was the one who proclaimed he was the bringer of truth (John 14:6, John 
18:37). The disciples, like John, also testified to the fact that truth and grace came 
through Jesus Christ (John 1:17-18). God cannot lie (Num 23:19) and always speaks 
the truth. Jesus always reflected the father in his speech and actions. 
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C. MAIN POINT 

The message God brought to humanity was that He cared for us enough to do 
something about injustice. This isn’t what some would call “fake news” or 
“alternative facts”. The Gospel is a public truth as it’s grounded in historical facts of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. As such, it can withstand investigation and scrutiny. 
This means that the billions of people on this planet have the right to know the 
message and how it impacts their lives. The truth of the gospel can be tested, like 
all truths. 

The early apostles boldly proclaimed the gospel in spite of fierce opposition of 
paganism. They prevailed because the message was true and produced measurable 
results through changes in peoples’ lives. Although the opposition we face in 
secularism is different to the first-century believers, we can have great confidence 
that, as it did for them, the word of God will grow mightily and prevail (Acts 19:20), 
as God is true to His word. The greatest threat to the Christian faith is silence. 
 

Because the gospel is based in history, it allows us 

to investigate and debate it in the public arena. 

D. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. A massive amount of misinformation proliferates on the Internet, making 
unfounded claims that the story of Jesus was simply a retelling of ancient myths. 
Those claims have no scholarly backing or historical sources. What sources do 
you use to increase your knowledge? How do you test whether it is true or not? 

Answer Guide: When we are seeking to grow in our knowledge, we need to 
have a reference point. We usually apply a thought process as follows: 

• Receiving the information through listening or reading 
• Asking what is the source (who wrote it & why). Is the original source 

reliable? 
• Evaluating what we have heard against what we know 
• Asking is it reasonable? 
• Evaluating the information against the Word of God. 

The gospel passes the test of reason: the original sources are reliable and the 
events actually happened. The Gospel is news about things that have happened 
historically. There is no mythology behind it. The record of history conclusively 
affirms that Jesus lived and was eventually crucified at the hands of Pontius 
Pilate, the Roman procurator. Jesus rose from the dead. His tomb was found 
empty three days after he died. Christianity started in Jerusalem the very place 
it would have been easily disproven if not true. In addition, this event was 
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foretold by prophets hundreds of years in advance and points to the fact Jesus 
is who he said he was, the Son of God. 

The gospel passes the second test of reason: As we do with knowledge from all 
other areas of our existence, we use our senses, logic, intuition, reason, as well 
as a set of assumptions to interpret the data and input we receive. A scientist 
does not present research findings as a personal preference, but with hope for 
universal agreement if the findings stand up to investigation. Similarly, we can 
have confidence in the gospel. The quality of our decision-making process 
depends on whether the knowledge we possess is true or false. All knowledge 
is not equal and should be diligently and carefully evaluated. The gospel 
demonstrates logical coherence. The life of Christ and His message to humanity 
are consistent with the claim of the existence of a loving Creator. Because the 
universe came into existence out of nothing, it is also logically consistent that 
miracles are possible. Therefore, the prophetic announcements of Christ’s birth, 
life, death, and resurrection are evidence of this kind of supernatural power at 
work in our world. The miracles themselves, including His virgin birth and the 
resurrection, are consistent within the plausibility structure the gospel provides. 

Note that no one has the full truth (so we must all be humble). We all have 
perceptions of the truth but can be completely objective. However, Jesus, who 
is the truth has made himself known to us. Jesus is a person we can trust 
implicitly, because we know he is just and good. He has proven his faithfulness 
to mankind, by sacrificing his own life, laying it down so we could be reconciled 
to the father. The truth can be found by the revelation of the cross. It is our faith 
that leads us into truth because we trust in Jesus, who is the truth, to lead us. 

 
2. Should our religious beliefs be kept private? Why do we say that the Gospel is a 

Public Truth? 

Answer Guide: There is a flawed reasoning that comes about when we make the 
claim that all religions are the same (and therefore it’s a private personal choice 
what you believe). By its very nature, truth is exclusive. To say something is true 
means you exclude everything that contradicts it as false. This applies to 
religious beliefs. In fact, the major religions all claim to possess exclusive truths. 

It’s helpful to distinguish between Beliefs, Truth and Knowledge. 
• Beliefs: This can be anything. Anyone can have any private beliefs. A 

massive amount of misinformation proliferates on the Internet, making 
unfounded claims that the story of Jesus was simply a retelling of ancient 
myths. Those claims have no scholarly backing or historical sources. What 
sources do you use to increase your knowledge? How do you test 
whether it is true or not? 

• Truth: Beliefs that are based on truth are different from made up beliefs. 
Truth is verifiable, testable and not subjective. 
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• Knowledge: True knowledge (how we can know anything about this life) 
stems then from gathering and considering evidence. This can be from 
history, philosophy, literature, art and even our own experience.  

Using this broad framework, we need to understand that the Christian Faith is 
not just a “belief” system. It is knowledge BASED on very real public truth 
claims. Will COVID-19 get transmitted if you are exposed to someone who has it 
and you don’t socially distance (maybe they spit on you or touch you)? It doesn’t 
matter what you privately believe, the truth is, you’ll get it over a long time of 
exposure because it’s highly contagious. So then, telling people about this truth 
becomes a PUBLIC TRUTH. 

Jesus either IS the only way the truth and the life, the Son of God and saviour of 
the world … or he is not. That’s why CS Lewis talks about Jesus being either 
“lunatic, liar or Lord”. The gospel itself (which is a belief that says it is based on 
truth) doesn’t allow you to view it as a “private truth” 

 
3. How can we proclaim the public truths of the gospel without forcing it on 

people? 

Answer Guide: Violence in the name of God resulting from disobeying Christ’s 
commands, not following them. While the gospel should be presented as public 
truth, it should never be forced upon anyone through coercion by any political or 
religious authorities. When it is, the message is seriously undercut and ultimately 
discredited. Religious leaders demanded that Jesus be crucified. However, this 
only shows that being outwardly religious isn’t enough; there must be a change 
of heart. This is the hope the gospel brings and why it should be proclaimed 
with boldness.  

Origins: That we are created by God with a capacity to reason, love, experience 
beauty, and even think about these kinds of things demonstrates that life is no 
accident. The worldview of materialism and naturalism that reduces our 
existence to chance is directly contradicted by the gospel. Purpose: The gospel 
tells us that humans have a purpose. The loss of this belief in human purpose has 
produced catastrophic results in terms of the inevitable nihilism 
(meaninglessness to life). If there is no knowledge of what human purpose is, 
then there is no way to decide what actions are good or bad. Because there is a 
purpose to life, it has meaning. Our lives matter and our choices are important 
as well—beyond their mere, albeit important, practical value here on earth. 
Condition: The gospel tells us that something is wrong with human nature, that 
we have a spiritual problem. We are separated from God due to sin and need a 
Saviour. Though we wish to do good, we have a proclivity toward selfishness and 
evil—the evidence of which is painfully obvious worldwide. (The next chapter 
gives a more detailed description of this fact of human evil.) We have the ability 
to do good or commit evil acts. The evidence of the impact of both of these 
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potentials is overwhelmingly obvious. The gospel tells us that something is 
indeed wrong with human nature and that we need a Saviour. God’s plan: The 
gospel gives us true knowledge to deliver us and help us. The knowledge of 
salvation is the essence of this story. By accepting this as true, our lives are 
healed and uplifted. Rejecting this knowledge leads to futility and despair. This 
is why the gospel should be heard by everyone everywhere. Grasping the reality 
of the truth of the gospel provides the anchor and foundation to our faith and 
our desire to tell the story to others. It offers a new starting point for humanity to 
trust that this knowledge is indeed true. 

E. GOING DEEPER (Optional) 

This section allows for further exploration into the key matters of apologetics. It 
could be that you are talking to people that are struggling with these questions, or 
that person may even be you. Be encouraged to find answers to these questions. 

That people with vested interests have used religion to do bad things doesn’t mean 
God doesn’t exist or the Christian faith isn’t true; it just demonstrates that division 
and hatred are a part of human nature and need to be redeemed and transformed. 

 

QUESTION FOR FURTHER STUDY:  
Atheism is common in Australian society, and the predominant thought of 
secularists. What evidence can we provide for the existence of God? 
 

F. LOOKING FORWARD 

In Session 3, we will look at how the gospel is a message of Love For All. 
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SESSION 3 
LOVE FOR ALL 

The right to experience love and fulness 
 
Key Passage: And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Matthew 22:35–40 (ESV) 

A. INTRODUCTION  

In our third session on “Good News For All”, we will discuss the right for all to 
experience love. God is love (1 John 4:7) and the fullness of love is experienced by 
loving our Creator and his creation (Matt 22:35-40). From the beginning of recorded 
history, humans have expressed a belief that there is some form of an afterlife. It’s 
expressed in beliefs and funeral ceremonies across all cultures.  

We are far more than a collection of molecules that has evolved over time into 
physical beings. The truth is that we are complex creatures having a body, spirit and 
a soul. We were not created to be functional robots who reproduce and populate 
this planet. We have a purpose. Each of us has the right to know what that purpose 
is. The best path to finding our purpose is through reconciliation with our Creator.  

 

Every human has the right to know their creator. 

The gospel makes us relationally whole (love) with 

God and with others. 

B. READ SCRIPTURE: John 3:16, Romans 5:1-11 

These scriptures were selected to remind us of the immense love that God, our 
Creator, has for the whole world (John 3:16); how he reconciled us while we were 
separated from him, through the death of Christ (Rom 5:1-11). If we ever feel far 
from God, we know we are not far as he has poured out his love into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit (Rom 5:5). 
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C. MAIN POINT 

The message of the gospel shows that God has an incredible love for us (John 3:16, 
Rom 5:6-11). God stepped into the world by taking on human flesh. Most religions 
of the world call men to ascend and work their way to God. Christianity explains 
that God came down to us in the form of a man and died in our place, to 
demonstrate the love of our Creator. Why? Because we are fundamentally different 
from anything else in God’s creation. A part of us is eternal and has been designed 
to have fellowship with God. We are incomplete until we have been reconciled with 
Him.  

Humans have been created in God’s image which means we have a purpose 
beyond ourselves and are never fully satisfied with just a functional life. Despite 
trials and tribulations, we can experience the love of God and his love working 
through us as we reach out to others (Rom 5:1-5). We hear of people, who have all 
the world’s material goods at hand but have unfulfilled lives; their emptiness drives 
them to despair. They are sadly missing the main point of living.  

What makes humans different is we have a spirit and a soul that gives us our unique 
identity. This part of us lives on after our bodies have ceased to live. God wants us 
to experience his love as well as love others (Matt 22:35-40). The existence of the 
human soul is inextricably linked to the reality of human rights as well as human 
responsibility. 

D. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Contrast the implications of having a soul and a spirit with creatures who do 
not? Share how having a soul and a spirit shapes the way you look at others. 

Answer Guide: A soul or spirit gives humans unique value. If we are just animals 
whose actions are programmed by our DNA, and did not have a soul or spirit, 
then our actions have no moral consequences. Animals killing other animals are 
not crime scenes. This is the position of those who are committed to the 
philosophy of naturalism, who insist that human life is no more valuable than 
any other animal life. If there is no God and man is, therefore, just another 
animal, then there really isn’t much difference.  

If humans were no different from other animals, then the concept of human 
rights falls apart as well. The gospel points out that God has created us in His 
image and we are fundamentally different from anything else in His creation. If 
there is no God, then we humans are soulless collections of chemicals. It is the 
result of the influence of Scripture, which explains that men and women are 
created in the image of God. The existence of the human soul is inextricably 
linked to the reality of human rights as well as human responsibility. 
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2. How would you explain the concept of a soul to someone? What are some of 
the things that you could provide as evidence? 

Answer Guide: 
1. The evidence for the existence of the “self” points to the existence of the 

soul. If there is a self, then you and I are more than just chemicals and neural 
connections. As a person, we each have an identity. We can look at our loved 
ones and friends as well as any other human and detect that they have a real 
identity—they exist! 

2. The reality of self is the consciousness. Consciousness is the experience of 
being you. The apostle Paul explained that as a follower of Christ, you were 
given a new self. Therefore, being true to yourself means being true to the 
new identity you have in Christ. 

3. If we have a soul that is fashioned by God and endowed with reason and the 
ability to think, then it makes sense that we would be able to comprehend 
our human condition and be able to respond to a hostile world with potential 
solutions and remedies. 

4. Worship is one unique behaviour that is unique and separates us from other 
animals. Animals have personalities (souls) with minds, emotions and wills, 
but they don’t worship as human beings do. Only humans have a spirit 
breathed into us by God (Gen 2:7). You don’t see elephants or monkeys 
praying or worshipping a stone or tree. 

5. Final evidence for the fact we have a soul comes from the scripture which has 
many references to our eternal soul. For example, Matt 16:26, Matt 10:28, 
Deut 4:29, Ps 42:11, 3 John 1:2. 

 
3. Read Matthew 11:28-30. How would you share this verse or concept with 

someone who is not a Christian, in order to bring them closer to knowing the 
love of Jesus?  

Answer Guide: We are all missing something. A good entry point for explaining 
this is to ask “How is everything going?”. More often than not, you’ll get an 
answer that material things cannot solve. Money can’t make your children love 
you, or fix your self-worth. Objects, fame, power and influence … don’t make 
our burdens lighter, instead you now have more things to look after, more 
followers to appease and more stress about the decisions you make.  

God reconciling us to Himself, reaches at some level an intangible element of 
our lives. Maybe we call that the heart, maybe it’s our need for love but 
regardless of the name, we have the right to know the GREATEST LOVE of our 
lives. In this, we will find rest, shalom, peace and contentment. Not just for this 
life, but for the life to come. 

Showing the world the love of God can be hard. But people in this world are 
weighed down with so many problems. One way is to listen to the person, earn 
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their respect and trust. Share with them how you give your problems to Jesus 
and offer to pray for them. 

E. GOING DEEPER (Optional) 

This section allows for further exploration into the key matters of apologetics. It 
could be that you are talking to people that are struggling with these questions, or 
that person may even be you. Be encouraged to find answers to these questions. 

God intends for us to have his favour and salvation. Try doing a word study on the 
Hebrew word and the Greek word for salvation used in the New Testament. 
Meditate on the meaning of the words.  

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY:  

What do the meanings of the Hebrew word for Shalom (the peace of God used in 
Num 6:24-26) and the Greek word for salvation (sótéria; e.g. Acts 4:12) have in 
common?  

Reading it in context, what does it speak to you about the desire of your creator 
towards you? How does that change your view of what salvation means? 
 

F. LOOKING FORWARD 

In our final meeting for this topic, Session 4, we will look at how the Gospel brings 
Freedom to all.
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SESSION 4 
FREEDOM FOR ALL 

The right to true freedom 
 
Key Passage: “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not 
submit again to a yoke of slavery.” Galatians 5:1 (ESV) 

A. INTRODUCTION  

This home group series, “Good News For All”, has highlighted four epic values that 
brings life to humanity: An answer to Injustice; the opportunity to know the Truth 
(which has been historically verified); the ability to experience love and purpose; 
and, in this final session, we will look at the power to live in Freedom.  

Freedom isn’t the ability to do whatever you want, as some may think. But as 
created beings, by God’s grace, we have freedom from sin and legalism (Gal 3:1). 
We also have ability to make the decisions in life that lead to the loss of freedom. 
The bible provides guidelines to live a full life with purpose. We know we will live 
better if we forgive, if we are not jealous of others or prone to anger. Only the 
gospel allows us to have the forgiveness of sins and have the grace to receive 
power to be free from the effects of sin and self-righteousness. 

B. READ SCRIPTURE: Luke 4:16; Galatians 3:1; Galatians 5:13; Romans 
6:19-23 

These scriptures speak about freedom that Jesus came to give us (Luke 4:16, Gal 
3:1). Until we know Christ, we are powerless over sin. The bible says we are slaves 
to sin. The freedom that Christ gives us, is in the grace to receive power over sin, to 
be able to make right choices (Rom 6:19-23). 

C. MAIN POINT 

Our desire for freedom is a theme found throughout the Bible, from Genesis to 
Revelation. Just three chapters into the story of God’s creation, humanity gave up 
its freedom by choosing to rebel against God. From that time forward, the perfect 
freedom God created in the Garden of Eden was gone, and the long-term effects 



22 

were both physical and spiritual. Although we desired freedom, we could not attain 
it. 

Until today, many of us are living in spiritual slavery without realising it. We chase 
false gods of money, success, personal comfort and romantic love—only to realise 
we still have an emptiness that can’t be filled by any of those things. When Jesus 
began his short period of ministry on the earth, He announced He was the One that 
God’s people had been waiting for to set the captives free (Luke 4:16).  

To experience freedom, including the freedom of eternal life, we discover it can 
only be enjoyed within the boundaries we were designed for. Our right to freedom 
is not the ability to do whatever we want to do. Sin or destructive behaviour binds 
us, we are caught by repeated destructive behaviours. By the same token, seeking 
godliness apart from the grace of God will bind us into legalism and self-
righteousness (trying to achieve godliness by our own effort). God knows that only 
by depending on his favour and mercy we are free to grow into godliness, allowing 
Christ’s character to shine through us. It is by resting in the knowledge that God’s 
grace is sufficient for us that brings us freedom and rest. 

D. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Do you think freedom is a good thing? What does a life of freedom look like to 
you? For example, if you were free to do anything you like, what would you do? 
What sort of freedoms would not be good? 

Answer Guide: This opening question helps us to share on our ideas of freedom. 
While we all desire freedom, people have a range of ideas of what it actually 
looks like. Some will be within the bounds of our humanity (i.e. natural laws of 
physics), whereas others will have ideas that would be impossible for humans to 
do (e.g. freely explore the universe). This question provides a starting point for 
further discussion. 
 

2. We have spoken of Freedom meaning to live within the boundaries designed for 
us by God. Does that mean we don’t have free will? 

Answer Guide: This question looks at the idea of whether our life is fated 
(predestined) or whether we can make real choices for our lives. Some people 
think that because God has planned our lives from before we were born, or since 
he knows all the decisions we will make, that we are unable to make real 
choices. If we are merely physical beings, then a logical conclusion is our actions 
are determined and free will is just an illusion. If, on the other hand, free will 
exists, then there is a self or a soul that is able to make choices against our very 
instincts or genetic proclivities. This has enormous implications in the area of 
justice. If we aren’t truly free to make real choices, then are we really responsible 
for any negative actions we take?  
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3. Why is the Gospel actually the key to freedom? What does Paul mean in 

Galatians 3:1 when it says it is for freedom that Christ has set us free? How do 
we depend on grace to walk in freedom?  

Answer Guide: The answer lies in realising none of us is perfect. We cannot 
attain godliness by our own effort. We rely on Christ to bear good fruit (John 
15). It is by resting in the knowledge that God’s grace is sufficient for us that 
brings us freedom and rest. 

The Gospel is the key to freedom by first telling us the truth. The truth really 
does set us free. It stops us from living a lie, and understanding the true, grave 
nature of sin and our own brokenness. 

The Gospel is the key to freedom because it shows us the way we were meant to 
live, through the example of Christ. 

The Gospel is the key to freedom because it paid the price for us to escape from 
the rat-race that is sin and death, with Jesus stepping in himself to pay the price 
in full. 

The Gospel is the key to freedom because it is the means by which we can live 
each day empowered by His Holy Spirit to live a NEW Life, walking in God’s 
kingdom under his Lordship and leading, away from the shackles and the 
limiting traps of sin. It is our salvation in this life, and the life to come for all 
eternity. 

It’s summarised well, in this concise statement about the Gospel: 
“The Gospel is the good news that God became man in Jesus Christ. He lived 
the life we should have lived and died the death we should have died—in our 
place. Three days later He rose from the dead, proving that He is the Son of 
God and offering the gift of salvation and forgiveness of sins to those who 
repent and believe in Him.”. See the Appendix for a more detailed explanation. 

E. GOING DEEPER (Optional) 

Pick one of the topics we have looked at over these four sessions: 
Justice, Truth, Love or Freedom. Find someone, or a group with whom you can 
discuss these topics with in more detail. It would be good to find someone who 
holds a different view so that you can research your answers. 
 
For more explanation and deeper thought on these topics you can read the book 
by Rice Broocks “The Human Right” (2018) Thomas Nelson Publishers.  
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APPENDIX 
THE GOSPEL DEFINED 

 

“The Gospel is the good news that God became 

man in Jesus Christ. He lived the life we should 

have lived and died the death we should have 

died—in our place. Three days later He rose from 

the dead, proving that He is the Son of God and 

offering the gift of salvation and forgiveness of sins 

to those who repent and believe in Him.”  

 
God became man in Jesus Christ. God stepped into the world by taking on human 
flesh. Most religions of the world call men to ascend and work their way to God. 
Christianity explains that God came down to us. Our god doesn’t sit detached from 
the problems in the world, like the gods of the ancient Greeks, or a cosmic 
watchmaker who wound up the world and turned his back on it. We believe in the 
God who entered the world to deal with injustice personally.  

He lived the life we should have lived. God expects us to keep the moral law. This is 
the plumb line that sets apart justice from injustice. The life Jesus lived was 
completely just and merciful. There is no parallel to the life of Christ. Far from some 
ecstatic mystic or fiery prophet, He was the embodiment of grace and truth.  

He died the death we should have died—in our place. Everyone cries out for justice 
when evil affects them. If there is no consequence for breaking a law, then the law 
ceases to be a law. Since we have all broken God’s law, we all deserve judgment. 
However, Christ bore our punishment by taking our place through His death on a 
Roman cross. The harshness and torture of Christ’s death was the payment for all 
injustice and the provision to set us free from the slavery of sin. 

Three days later, He rose from the dead. Christ’s resurrection from the dead verified 
His identity and proved that His authority was real. It also gives us hope that there is 
life after death. This further demonstrates His exclusive claim to be the true path to 
God. This event can be examined historically and presented as fact, not merely 
subjective belief or opinion. Christianity is the only religion that bases the entire 
weight of its truth on one historical event—the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. He offers the gift of salvation and forgiveness of sins to those who repent and 
believe in Him. In God’s gift of salvation, we not only receive forgiveness of sins but 
also are delivered from the power of injustice and its consequences—both in this 
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life and the next. To repent means to turn from injustice and from trusting in our 
own efforts to earn our own salvation.  

In turning from evil, we turn to Christ and believe. The promise is staggering “If 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come” (2 Cor 5:17). This doesn’t mean we aren’t able to sin or act unjustly. It 
does mean Christ has taken His rightful place in our hearts and made us new 
people. We now have a new power at work from within us that is empowering us to 
live holy lives. The transformation of our hearts is how the world is changed, one life 
at a time. With this clarity in the content and meaning of the gospel in mind, let’s 
look deeper at the reasons why we should view this message as public truth. 
 
Extracted from “The Human Right” by Dr Rice Brooks, pp. 30-31. 
 


