
 

 

18 March 2020 

 

 

Dear FGA Melbourne Household of FAITH, 

 

This page has been set up to provide current and relevant information to our FGAM 

members as a response to the rapidly changing environment as a result of COVID-19. The 

spread of COVID-19 (which has just been declared a pandemic by the WHO) requires us 

to address the issue clearly and wisely. As you know, the Prime Minister just announced 

new restrictions that came into effect on Monday March 16, while urging all Australians to 

go about their regular life as much as possible.  

 

FGA will be taking a more conservative approach and doing MORE than is required 

by the government  

 

After discussions with our pastors and senior leaders, we believe that the time has come for 

FGA to be more proactive in supporting the community responsibility to stem the tide of 

COVID-19. This will involve us doing what is required by the government and going 

further. Why? 

• We want to be a responsible organisation that looks after the welfare of all who 

come in contact with us (2 Corinthians 6:3) 

• We have a unique composition with lots of our members travelling overseas or in 

contact with people from overseas 

• Other organisations are being proactive in this critical period of containment. Many 

sporting events and schools have taken steps greater than what is required by the 

government requirement 

 

The following THREE changes are now in effect and will be revised/reviewed as the 

situation changes. 

 

1. Move to Online Sunday Services till end of March  

 

Our Sunday services will be available for live-streaming at 10AM Sunday 22 March and 

29th March on our Facebook Page (http://www.facebook.com/fgamelbourne) 

 

This is a critical time for the containment of the spread in Australia. We are continuing to 

follow government guidelines and will update our response accordingly. 

 

This is a temporary measure to allow our leadership to determine how best to keep up 

regular Church life and spiritual discipleship in our Household of FAITH.  

 

A move online does not reduce our responsibilities for worship and dedicated time with 

God (which includes Being Present, Building Passion and Bringing Praise). Our  

leadership and our pastors will increase communication and do all we can to ensure that  

we are growing in Christ as His Disciples during this period. Regular weekly Sunday 

Service gatherings (whether online or in person) are a crucial element of living out our 

http://www.facebook.com/fgamelbourne


faith, and we would ask that you do not neglect it especially in these times. Prime Minister 

Scott Morrison has urged all Australians to go about their regular life and business as much 

as possible and so if you regularly set aside time for church, then please continue to do so 

in the next two weeks. 

 

2. Temporary measures for all other FGA Events 

All FGA Events will either be temporarily suspended (till end of March) or move online 

(via Zoom). 

We will be implementing Zoom video-conferencing technology as an alternative option for 

all our leaders and ministries to use.  

 

Here are some of the changes that will be taking place to make our existing events safer in 

the current context: 

 

• Home Groups will go ahead according to schedule meeting online via Zoom, while 

social events will be temporarily suspended. Home Group leaders will contact all 

members regarding this. 

• Fungus Youth Group will be suspended on Fridays until the end of March 

• Fungus Youth Camp (Chosen Camp) will be postponed and will not go ahead 6-9 

April. Refunds available.  

• Kids Ministry will go online (along with our Sunday Services) 

• Lexton Family Nights will be cancelled until end of March 

• All Lexton and official FGA Events will be suspended or move online. Please 

contact your leader regarding your specific ministry 

 

3. More Conservative Guidelines for attendance at all FGA Services and Events going 

forward 

 

Please note that we are revising our attendance guidelines to reflect that you are now to 

avoid FGA events and stay at home if you: 

• Are feeling unwell or present cold/flu symptoms; 

• If anyone in your home is unwell; or 

• If you have been overseas in the last two weeks 

In addition, please inform us if you have tested positive for Coronavirus as we would love 

to both comply with Government reporting requirements and pray with you and support 

you during your illness. 

 

Moving forward with courage, faith and wide hearts  

 

While we all take measures to be hygienic, let’s take extra effort to find creative ways to 

be a blessing. Practical things we can do in this season to help others include: 

• Checking up on people who are in quarantine or who are suffering 

• Sharing things with others (especially those in need) 

• Praying for people who feel anxious or who are unwell 

• Taking time to intentionally connect (in this time of social distancing) 



All our ministries, leaders and pastors will be working on increasing the level of relational 

connectedness during this period, and more detailed plans for that will be developed and 

communicated this coming week. This is an unprecedented time for all of us, and we aim 

to learn and adapt as we move in step with all of Australia to contain the spread of this 

virus. Things will be changing and we will be watching the situation closely.  

 

Finally, through all of this, please remember that God is still on the throne and that we are 

called to be the salt and the light. Let’s continue to pray for those affected and for healing 

for the whole world.  

 

As discussed, please stay connected to our Facebook page 

(http://www.facebook.com/fgamelbourne) and our Newsletter 

(http://www.fgam.org.au/subscribe). If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

reach out to me or any of the pastoral staff. 

 

We will continue to review the updates provided by DHHS 

on https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and encourage our congregation to stay 

informed.  

 

God Bless, 

 

Ps. Chris Ong 

Senior Pastor 

FGA Melbourne 
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