
Sermon Guide 9.27.20 - Romans 3:27-31 
May I Boast? 
 
Bragging rights! This phrase is used for a variety of achievements in life, including sports, cook-
offs, spelling bees, all the way to “My dad can beat up your dad.” It is used anywhere there is an 
opportunity to boast about a personal or team achievement, usually involving winning or 
succeeding over a rival.  
 
The Cambridge Dictionary defines bragging rights as the opportunity to speak proudly because 
you have done something impressive. Synonyms would include confidence, self-esteem, pride, 
self-confidence, and self-assurance. You know, all those positive words we find in God’s word 
and are encouraged to absorb in our daily lives. Please insert sarcasm in the last sentence.  
 
We get this early on in life. From learning to walk and all the way to adulthood when getting that 
promotion, our efforts are lauded and celebrated.  
 
So, what does God have to say about bragging and boasting in His Word? In his sermon, our 
pastor looks at how Paul addresses this issue.  
 
May I Boast? 
   

I. May I boast in my good works? - Romans 3:27-28 / 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 
/ Acts 4:13 

II. May I boast in my religious rightness? – Romans 3:29-30 /  
Luke 18:10-14 / Proverbs 28:13 

III. May I boast in my freedom from good works? – Romans 3:31 /  
1 Corinthians 1:30-31 

 
May I boast in my good works? (vs 27-28) 
 
Chuck answers that question with the following two statements: 
“The fact that salvation is completely an act of the grace of God proves the utter futility of man’s 
coming to God in his own way and power.” 
 
“Because the power of salvation is in the cross of Christ alone, man has no cause for self-
congratulation or self-satisfaction - much less for the self-promotion that rises from spiritual 
success.” 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 
 
Chuck continues addressing self-aggrandizing when he says, “It is when we forget who and what 
we were and when we begin to be impressed with ourselves spiritually that we fall into the 
deceitful pride that God will not tolerate.” 
 
Some think humility is the cure to this issue; however, the pursuit of humility will implode upon 
itself. Chuck quotes CS Lewis saying, “True humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking 
of yourself less.” 
 
 
How do you respond to this quote by Lewis? 
How do you respond to what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1:26-29?  



If Paul were to write you a letter, would he glorify God in your obedience to Him, or would his 
letter be more like this one to the church in Rome? 
If you drew a pie chart for who gets the praise for all the things in your life, how big would 
God’s slice be? How big would your piece of the pie be? 
Regarding salvation and spiritual fruit, do you agree or disagree with the statement, we bring 
nothing to the table? Why? 
As you consider your daily walk with God, is it characterized more by a sense of duty, checking 
off a list, or is motivated out of pure love for Him? 
 
 
May I boast in my religious rightness? (vs 29-30) 
 
Our pastor says, “To boast in anything human as having anything to do with my being God’s 
child robs God of his glory because it claims for myself what God has done.” 
 
Read Luke 18:10-14.  
 
Chuck goes on to say, “True faith knows we can’t boast in good works or religious affiliation or 
heritage or any human relationship or accomplishment.” He then moves us to look at true 
saving faith by contrasting three false guarantees against three genuine evidences.  
 
False guarantees: 

1. First, being a moral person doesn’t guarantee I am a person of faith. A person can be 
outwardly moral and not saved. 

2. Religious involvement isn’t evidence of saving faith. 
3. Knowledge of Scripture isn’t evidence of saving faith. You can know reams of Scripture 

and be lost. 
 

Genuine evidences: 
1. Love for God. For the religious person, God is a burden. For the saved person, God is a 

passion. 
2. Hatred of Sin. The true believer often hates sin even while he is doing it and always after 

he has done it because it is completely contrary to his new nature in Christ. Even though 
a believer’s humanness sometimes draws him into sin and, like Paul, he does the very 
thing he knows he ought not to do, he will have no peace of conscience until he repents of 
it. Hatred of sin is a sure sign of genuine faith. 

3. Genuine Humility. A person cannot be saved as long as he trusts in and exalts himself. A 
genuine faith understands how totally unworthy one is of God’s forgiveness and grace. A 
genuine faith is stunned when God works through one so weak and unworthy. A genuine 
faith grows more and more humble the more the person grows in Christ. 
 

Chuck reiterates there is only one God and closes this section by making the following 
statement: “I can’t boast that I am one who found the right way. Rather, I should be humbly 
desperate that there are so many out there who haven’t.” 
 
Read Psalm 115:1. You may consider listening to the following songs as a part of your 
meditation on this portion of the sermon:  
https://youtu.be/8m0LowihOXY 
https://youtu.be/6xvDDog6htE 
Continue reading verses 2-8. Do you see the contrast between sovereign God and impotent 
idols? Are you relying upon manmade idols, such as religious involvement, for your salvation? 



Is your spiritual life represented better by the three false guarantees or by the three genuine 
evidences? 
 
Chuck asks in his sermon, “Do you hate sin or just its consequences?” How do you answer? 
 
May I boast in my freedom from good works? (v 31) 
 
Chuck makes the following three statements: 

1. We Are New Creations!  
2. We Are Born Again!  
3. We Are God’s Workmanship! 

 
According to Paul, the faith God gives us establishes the Law. Good works happen because of 
His presence in our lives. Anything good in our lives is from God. As Chuck says, “So we can’t 
boast in our freedom FROM good works.” 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 1:30-31 to see who should receive our boasting.  
Are you a new creation? Have you been born again? 
Homework for the next week – when giving a compliment to someone else, give God the praise 
for their achievement. In other words, instead of saying, “You did a good job,” say something 
like, “God sure did a good job through you.”  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


