
Sermon Guide 8.2.20 - Romans 2:6-10 
Two Options 
 
You would remember from last week’s passage that Paul, in his message to the Jews, came up in 
their front yard with a strong message of true salvation versus heritage. Our pastor brought it 
home to us when he said the following: 

“Many church members are similarly deceived. They trust in their baptism, in their church 
membership, in their being born into a Christian family, in high ethical standards, in 
orthodox doctrine, or in any number of other outward ideas, relationships, or ceremonies 
for spiritual and even eternal safety. They enjoy the judgment of God on their enemies while 
expecting the blessing of God on them.”  

 
Paul also hammered his audience about wrongly judging the Gentiles while engaging in the 
same sins. In looking at what Paul wrote in the first few verses in chapter two, Chuck closed his 
sermon with these three admonitions: “Don’t celebrate God’s judgment of someone else, focus 
on repentance of me and not judgment of others, and model our Father in how we relate to 
sinners.” 
 
In today’s sermon we get the “why is this important” answered. Paul continues describing “the 
day of wrath” mentioned in verse six, providing a powerful incentive to truly repent, trust Jesus 
alone for salvation, and to live a life of obedience. These verses move us into some very 
important theology. We will see that true faith results in an obedient life. Chuck says about each 
person, “At issue will be whether or not his life has manifested obedience to God.” 
 
Read Revelation 20:11-15. 
 
In his opening, Chuck says, “God offers himself as a Father to fallen mankind. He pleads with 
them to come to him for salvation through his Son. But one day the opportunity for repentance 
will end. At that time God will execute his perfect final judgment.” 
 
Two Options 
 
 Revelation 20:11-15 
   

I. The Basis of the Judgment – Romans 2:6 / Jeremiah 17:10 / Matthew 
16:27 / Ephesians 2:8-9 / Philippians 2:12-13 

II. Option #1: Eternal Life – Romans 2:7 / 1 Corinthians 10:31 / Matthew 
25:21 / Galatians 2:20  

III. Option #2: Wrath and Indignation – Romans 2:8-10 / Matthew 6:24  
 
The Basis of the Judgment (v 6) 
 
Read Jeremiah 17:10 and Matthew 16:27.  
 
Our pastor states, “The subjective criterion for salvation is faith alone, with nothing added. But 
the objective reality of that salvation is manifested in the subsequent godly works that the Holy 
Spirit leads and empowers believers to perform. For that reason, good deeds are a perfectly valid 
basis for God’s judgment.” 
 
 



You may be questioning how deeds/works correlate with being saved by faith. Chuck makes two 
very important points:  

“Again, we are saved by grace through faith, but a changed person exhibits changed 
behavior. If there is no changed behavior, we have not been saved.” 

 
“Although Scripture teaches that judgment is by works, it never teaches that salvation is by 
works.”  

 
Think about the marriage relationship. Being married is a big change. It is supposed to be a 
major change in how one acts and thinks in their new stage of life. If you don’t believe that, 
then look at the criteria Paul shares in Ephesians 5 concerning this covenant relationship. 
That’s a lot of change. Our words, actions, and thoughts should reflect the vows made at the 
altar “until death do us part.” Ask any married person if they want the actions of their spouse 
to be that of a married person, and you will receive a resounding “Yes!” Our deeds, or works, 
should let everyone know that we are married. They reflect a change that has occurred in our 
lives.  
 
Read Ephesians 2:8-9 and Philippians 2:1-13.  
 
In recognizing our deeds as the basis for judgement, Chuck says, “Every believer falls short of 
God’s perfect righteousness and sometimes will fall into disobedience. But a life that is 
completely barren of righteous deeds can make no claim to being redeemed.” 
 
Does your life reflect your claim of being saved? Have you been redeemed? Have you truly 
repented from your sins and surrendered your whole being in trust to God’s only begotten son, 
Jesus? Would those closest to you like family, friends, and co-workers agree with your 
answer? Most importantly, would God agree? 
 
 
Option #1: Eternal Life (v 7) 
 
In looking at verse seven, Chuck interprets it this way: 

“True salvation is manifested by persevering in doing good, and the highest good is to seek 
for glory, honor, and immortality. This demonstrates that the follower of Christ has a 
heavenly perspective. He is focused on eternal, not temporal. That is manifested in how he 
lives.” 

 
Read Galatians 2:20 and then reflect on our pastor’s words as he states the following:  

“A person who possesses the life of God will reflect the true character of God, and it is on 
the basis of that reflected godly character that he will be judged. When God receives a 
sinner at the time of his conversion, he asks nothing but that he believe in Jesus Christ and 
submit to him. But from that moment on, the believer enters into a responsibility of 
obedience, and the mark of his new spiritual life becomes his obedience to God. Faith in 
Christ does not produce freedom to sin and to do as we please but freedom from sin and a 
new, God-given desire and capacity to do what pleases him.” 

 
Is the goal of your life to please God? 
 
 
 
 



Option #2: Wrath and Indignation (vs 8-10) 
 
Chuck states, “Here Paul contrasts those who prove by their good deeds that they belong to God 
with those who similarly prove by their bad deeds that they do not belong to him. Those who do 
not belong to God exhibit many sinful behaviors, and Paul mentioned three underlying ones in 
verse 8.” Those three are selfishly ambitious, not obeying the truth, obeying unrighteousness. 
Paul says they deserve God’s wrath and indignation.  
 
Read Matthew 6:24. Do you agree with Chuck’s statement, “When man does not serve God, all 
other masters lead him to sin and death”? 
 
Our pastor goes on to state the following:  

“The righteous deeds that God requires and for which men will be judged are impossible 
even for a believer to produce in his own power. He is no more able to continue his 
salvation by good works than he was able to attain it by goods works. Like salvation itself, 
the good works it produces are made possible by God’s grace and empowered by his Holy 
Spirit working within us.” 

 
What are your thoughts concerning the statement, “One of the best gifts a husband or wife can 
give their spouse is not themselves but God living through them”? The best gift we can give to 
any relationship is not ourselves but God living through us. Along with Galatians 2:20, read 
Luke 9:23, 14:6, 2 Corinthians 5:15, Philippians 2:5-8, Galatians 5:16-25, and John 3:30.  
 
Chuck closes by stating the two options: eternal life or wrath and indignation. He then asks the 
question, “If you died right now, which would it be for you?” 

 
 
 
  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


