
Post Sermon Guide 3.15.20 Nehemiah 4:15-23 
Preparation 
 
Last week our pastor preached on discouragement. He said, “The opposite of courage is to be 
discouraged. May our faith give us courage and drive out discouragement.” Wow, what a timely 
message for all that is going on in our world. He said we were to keep the focus and remember who God 
is.  
 
This week he talked about being prepared. There has been a lot of preparation this week in response to 
COVID-19. We have witnessed the intense run on antibacterial wipes and toilet paper. Haven’t figured 
out why TP, but always good to be prepared, I guess, especially as we look at spiritual preparedness.  
 
 Here is Pastor Chuck’s outline for Nehemiah 4:15-23: 
 
Preparation 

I. Building and Preparing Neh. 4:15 / 1 John 4:15-18 / Psalm 33:10-11 / Luke 14:28-32 
II. Building and Battling Neh. 4:16-18 
III. Building and Listening Neh. 4:19-20 / 1 Thessalonians 4:16 
IV. Building and Watching Neh. 4:21-23 / Matthew 13:25 

Preparing for Battle Ephesians 6:10-17 
 
Building and Preparing 
Chuck asks, “Are you preparing for the battles you will face this week? Or do you have that ‘I’ll cross that 
bridge when I come to it’ attitude?” 
 
He also adds Nehemiah “knew that preparations would have to be altered as new challenges were 
encountered.” This week has probably been like no other for you in facing new challenges. How are you 
doing? Are you looking for God’s glory through it all? 
 
No doubt you have heard the word “fear” a lot this week. Look back at 1 John 4:15-18 and discuss what 
it means to abide in Him.  
 
Chuck adds the primary way we prepare for battle is by nurturing our relationship with God. In what 
spiritual ways do you nurture your relationship with God? What disciplines are you engaging, or need to 
be engaging, for that deeper walk with God? 
 
Pastor Chuck gives us this great reminder: God fights for us! God fights for you! 
 
Building and Battling 
Chuck points out that Nehemiah encouraged everyone to work and yet be alert for the enemy. He 
pointed out last week in his sermon that even though the number of Covid-19 deaths is large and 
growing worldwide, the number of those who die without God’s salvation each day is 155,252.  
God has called us to make disciples. This includes us sharing the gospel and encouraging growth in the 
spiritual disciplines.  
 
What specific ways can God use you in the midst of all this social distancing? 
 
 



 
Building and Listening 
Chuck said, “Our work is to proclaim the gospel, make disciples, and glorify God.” We are to do this until 
we hear the trumpet sounds and Christ returns.  
 
How are you encouraging each other in this work? 
 
Building and Watching 
Chuck refers to the story of the wheat and tares in Matthew 13:25. Take a moment to discuss and apply 
this story in light of being alert today.  
 
Discuss what Chuck meant when he said, “It is not enough to build the wall; we must also be on guard 
lest the enemy take it from us. Building and battling are both a normal part of the Christian life if we are 
faithful disciples.” 
 
Preparing for Battle 
Chuck closed using Ephesians 6:10-17 to answer the question, “How do we prepare for battle?” 
Spend the closing moments encouraging each other in each of these elements of armor.  
 
Truth: You believe what God says is true. 
  
Righteousness: You desire for your life to reflect God’s requirements. 
  
Gospel of Peace: You are at peace with God through his grace. 
  
Faith: You trust God to accomplish in you anything he demands from you. 
  
Salvation: You engage the enemy fearlessly because you are SAVED! 
  
Word of God: You encounter God continually through His Word! 


