
THE SEASON OF ADVENT - Week 1 

Advent is a time of hope and quiet waiting for the Messiah.  Biblical prophecies foretold the birth of a 

Savior, and we joyfully celebrate that Gift.  But He is coming again!  May this season of waiting be filled 

with wonder. 

Hope and Quiet Waiting 
 

Almighty God, You spoke into existence time, earth and earth’s inhabitants; then, you pronounced them 

very good.  Even after the Fall, You spoke Your promise of a Deliverer.  His name, Immanuel, reassured 

Your people that You were and are “God with us.”  The hope found in Your written Word concerning 

this coming Savior comforted Your people throughout centuries, because You prophesied the humble 

birth of the Living Word, your own Son. 
 

Now He has come! But how many times during this season of celebration do I speak of small and 

worrisome things, or express sadness about the darkness of our world?  Though evil is real, forgive me for 

my misplaced focus that ignores Your word of hope.  I repent of the futile preparations for the holiday 

and new year activities that do not include time spent studying Your Word.  I am sorry for thinking that 

my busyness is more important than time spent with You. 
 

Please give me determination and joy to focus on the gift of salvation given at Your birth and then on the 

promise of a restored earth when You return.  In a time of great despair you offered the prophet Daniel 

the hope of restoration for Your people.  He trusted You.  Generations later Wise Men, whose ancestors 

had learned from him, sought the One who offered that hope.  Help me share Your word of hope so the 

legacy of joyful expectation and the fulfillment of all your promises is carried on.  
 

In these hectic days, as I go about selecting gifts and deciding how to spend time, please fill me with hope, 

and use me to offer it.  Let my spoken and written words be Yours.  Let the absolute assurance I have in 

You shine clearly like the Star of Bethlehem to guide others to find the Savior.  At Christmas time, and 

always, let me “go on my way” as You commanded Your servant, Daniel, when he asked about the future.  

I can live as he did, with confident and joyful hope, because You always keep your Word.  I pray all of 
this in the name of the Word who became flesh, full of grace and truth.  Amen.  (John 1:14) 
 

Genesis 3:14-15 The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you…: and I 
will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise you on 
the head, and you shall bruise Him on the heel.” 
 

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as the only 
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

Hebrews 1:1-2 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many 
ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom 
also He made the world. 
 

Psalm 119:15-16 I will meditate on Your precepts and regard Your ways.  I shall delight in Your statutes; I 
shall not forget the Word. 
 

Daniel 12:8-9 As for me, I heard but could not understand; so I said, “My lord, what will be the outcome 
of these events?”  He said, “Go your way, Daniel, for these words are concealed and sealed up until the 
end of time”. 
 

All scripture references are quoted directly from the NASB. 


