
ACKNOWLEDGING GOD’S GIFTS OF WORK AND REST 

As we approach the time of harvest, the following prayers help us contemplate the blessings 

of work and of rest. Let us pray to appreciate God’s involvement in and His concern about 

these aspects of our lives.  

 

The Blessing of Work 

 

Glory to You, the creative Lord, for patterning the world after Your own heart, with cycles 

of work and rest, rhythm and order, and purpose.  You bless Your people with the privilege 

of work.  You generously trust humanity with the task of caring for and cultivating the 

earth. 

 

Too often I behave as if my foolish and self-absorbed thoughts were at the center of the 

universe.  I disregard Your plan for my life in favor of one I choose that makes me feel more 

significant and important.  Forgive me for acting as though I will remain here forever.  In 

reality I am only a temporary steward of Your gifts and grace. 

 

As Your redeemed child, help me see my life and work as a reflection of Your plan for me, 

both in my earthly vocation, and in the work of Your kingdom.  Burn into my memory that 

my foremost task is to live and to work in such a way that Jesus is the One whom others see.  

Teach me to redeem each day for what it is…an opportunity to love and serve You more. 

 

In my daily work, and in Your eternal plans, use me or lay me aside, as You see fit.  I am the 

clay and You the potter, and I surrender myself to Your purposes. Thank You that through 

Your Word, the Holy Spirit, the counsel of other believers, and the daily circumstances of 

life, You guide me.  Give me ears to hear and a heart to understand.  

 
In the name of the One who created us in Christ Jesus for good works. Amen. (Ephesians 
2:10) 
 
Psalm 145:5-6 On the glorious splendor of Your majesty and on Your wonderful works, I will 
meditate.  Men shall speak of the power of Your awesome acts, and I will tell of Your 
greatness. 
 
James 4:14 Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow.  You are just a vapor 
that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. 
 
I Corinthians 3:9 For we are God’s fellow-workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.   
 
Isaiah 64:8 But now, O LORD, You are our Father, we are the clay, and You our potter; and 
all of us are the work of Your hand.  
 
All scripture references are quoted directly from the NASB. 


