
PRAYERS FOR THE SEASON OF NEW BEGINNINGS 

This season’s prayers celebrate the coming of the Light of the World.  As the Wise Men recognized 

Jesus, and as His baptism proclaimed Him to the world, so may we recognize Him and share with 

everyone that Christ has been made manifest to all! 

 

The Light of the World Has Come! 
 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, You alone are worthy to be 

adored and praised today and for all eternity. You are the Gift that is immeasurable, given to the world 

through love that is incomprehensible.  The Light of the world has finally come and nothing will ever 

be the same again!   

 

Forgive me, Father, for failing to understand the immensity of what You did in sending Your one and 

only Son.  I confess I cannot find the right words to express my gratitude or to fathom how You 

emptied Yourself and entered this dark and sinful world for me. 

 

I earnestly pray that You will fill my days following Christmas with quiet wondering and thoughtful 

consideration of who Jesus is and who I am in Him.  May I, like Mary, treasure and ponder anew Your 

mercy and grace.  

 

Move me to self-sacrificing love and fill my spirit with rejoicing so that I will live this new year in a 

manner worthy of Your holy name.  May Your great light shine on me today and on all who walk in 

darkness. 

 

I pray this in the name of the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. Amen. (Colossians 

1:15) 
 

Isaiah 9: 2 The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the 
light will shine on them. 
 
Psalm 148:1-5  Praise the LORD! Praise the Lord from the heavens; Praise Him in the heights!  Praise 
Him, all His angels; Praise Him, all His hosts!  Praise Him, sun and moon; Praise Him, all stars of light!  
Praise Him, highest heavens, and the waters that are above the heavens!  Let them praise the name of 
the LORD, for He commanded and they were created. 
 
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 

 
Luke 2:19 But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart. 
 
John 8:12 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying,” I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will 
not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.” 
 

All scripture references are quoted directly from the NASB.   



PRAYERS FOR THE SEASON OF NEW BEGINNINGS 

This season’s prayers celebrate the coming of the Light of the World.  As the Wise Men recognized Jesus, 

and as His baptism proclaimed Him to the world, so may we recognize Him and share with everyone that 

Christ has been made manifest to all! 

His Name is Jesus 

 

Great and awesome God, Your love is beyond understanding, and You showed that great love when You 

sent Your Son, Jesus, into the world.  Praise to Him whose name is above all names! 

 

Forgive me for packing away love and concern for others along with the Christmas lights, trees, and 

ornaments – symbols of Your light and of Your name.  As I begin to fill my new calendar, I am sorry for 

making plans that focus on me and not on those who have never called on the name of Jesus. 

 

Now that the New Year is here, I ask that you instill in me, and all those who are called by Your name, 

the desire to urgently share Your holy name with others. 

 

As Simeon and Anna recognized You and thankfully rejoiced, help me to also recognize Your presence 

and daily watch for opportunities to share redemption through Your all-powerful name…JESUS. 

 

Speaking all of this in Your name, Jesus, I bend my knee this day and confess with my mouth that You 

are Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Amen (Philippians 2:9-11) 

 

Luke 1:30-31 “The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.  And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.’” 
 
Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been 
given among men by which we must be saved.” 
 
Luke 2:30-31 “For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples…” 
 
Luke 2:37-38 “… and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.  She never left the temple, serving night 
and day with fastings and prayers. At that very moment she came up and began giving thanks to God, and 
continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.” 
 
Philippians 2:9-11 “For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which 
is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.” 
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His Glory Revealed 

 

Almighty Father, You are the merciful One who shines the true light into this new year, and offers 

salvation and hope.  Your overwhelming love and mercy dispel the gloom of sin, and in Jesus, the perfect 

Christmas gift, your glorious image is reflected to all. 

 

Too often I turn my face from You, choosing rather to stumble in darkness and pursue my own selfish 

agenda.  Forgive me for treating Your costly sacrifice as trivial, when the shed blood of Jesus is the only 

source of reconciliation and cleansing. 

 

Lord, as I have recently celebrated Your birth, I ask that You use me to show others the new life Christ 

offers.  Remind me that in this new life is release and relief from loneliness, despair, and even the fear of 

death. 

 

Because You have called Your people to be salt and light, I yield myself to carry the message of Jesus 

wherever I go. Thank you for showing me Your glory in the face of the Christ Child.  Now let me 

remember to declare His glory to all people and proclaim good tidings of salvation from this day forward. 

 

I pray this in the exalted name of the One whose glory is above heaven and earth!  Amen. (Psalm 148:13) 

 

1 John 1:7 …but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 
Isaiah 9:2 The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light 
will shine on them. 
 
1 Peter 2:9 But you are a CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR 
God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light... 
 
Matthew 5:13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty 
again?  It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.” 
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The Sinless Lord Jesus Is Baptized 

 

Lamb of God, You are the long-awaited Savior whose blood washes away the sin of the world.  You left 

Your throne in glory to humble Yourself, becoming fully man while still fully God.  Your willingness to 

die as a sinless man for the sins of all other men was depicted in Your baptism.  The transgressions of 

those who trust in You are washed away through Your underserved death. 

 

I am guilty, Father, of clinging to my own pride when asked to follow You in humility.  You are the King 

of Glory; I am a sinful human.  You set aside Your rights as the Son of God; I find it difficult to set aside 

what the world says is my “right” to do as I please.  Your blood paid for my new life, but far too often I 

return to my old ways of sin with thoughtless ingratitude.  Forgive me and help me commit to humbly 

carry out whatever You call me to do, even when it causes the death of my own desires. 

 

Please let me hear Your voice through Your Holy Spirit today.  I rejoice that Your Holy Spirit, visibly 

shown to remain with Jesus at His baptism, now He abides with me!  Let Him guide me to obedient 

imitation of Your Son so I can humbly point others to You.  Then prepare me to follow Your servant, 

John the Baptist, in crying out for others to see You as the only One who can take away sin. 

 

Renew Your Spirit in me, Lord, and let me be aware of the presence of Jesus in all situations, even when I 

might not expect Him there.  Let me declare to others that He is Immanuel, God with us and that He is 

the Hope, the Lamb of God, who came to wash us clean from sin.  Please give me eyes to recognize Him, 

and then let me see others with whom I can excitedly share Him as John did.   

 

I pray this in the name of the One who made us alive together with Christ even when we were dead in 

our transgressions and raised us up with Him.  Amen. (Ephesians 2:4-6) 
 

John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world!” 
 
Galatians 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 
 
Mark 1:9-11 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.  
Immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon 
Him; and a voice came out of the heavens: “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.” 
 
Ephesians 4:23-24 … and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the 
likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 
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Come See, Go Tell 

 

Awesome and majestic Father, You are the same miracle-working God today that Your Word has always 

proclaimed.  You are Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, and compassion and mercy are the 

hallmarks of Your heart.  Your unsearchable love is demonstrated in Your kind acts toward the children 

of men.  The greatest act was the giving of Jesus and Your invitation to come, see, and meet Him remains 

open to all.   

 

Forgive me, Lord, for thinking that You should operate on my timetable, when Your timing is always 

perfect.  I am often deceived into believing that I know best, and that the burden of proof of Your 

omnipotence is on my shoulders.  You are completely able to show Your strength and power when, 

where, and to whom You choose.  I repent of my arrogance and foolishness in thinking that I can advise 

You in any way. 

 

Oh, God, it is Your steadfast love that brought hope where there seemed to be none, and joy where 

despair was overwhelming.  Show me how to share Your transforming, redemptive power, even in my 

everyday encounters so that others may see You at work and follow You.  Although I don’t always 

understand Your ways, please soften my heart to trust You completely and to faithfully share Your story.   

 

The glory of that story shines bright, and the darkness cannot extinguish it.  I want to tell what I have 

seen and heard, knowing that Your Holy Spirit is able to draw all people to You.  You are not willing that 

anyone should be lost, so please use my life and voice to count for Your kingdom.  

 

I pray all this in the name of our Lord who showers the sons of men with wonders and lovingkindness.  

Amen. (Psalm 107:31) 
 

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 
John 2:1-5 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; and both 
Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding.  When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him,  
“They have no wine.”  And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does that have to do with us?  My hour has not yet 
come.”  His mother said to the servants,  “Whatever He says to you, do it.” 
 
2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing 
for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.   
 
Isaiah 61:3 To grant those who mourn in Zion, giving them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting.  So they will be called oaks of righteousness, the 
planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.   
 
John 1:5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 
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Make Me Clean, Make Me Whole 

Bless you, dear Lord, for You alone have the power to heal, to forgive, and to raise from the dead!  You are to be 

praised for Your wisdom and greatness, and Your lovingkindness is never to be forgotten.  You are slow to anger 

and abounding in steadfast love.  You fill Your people with gratitude for Your compassion and mercy.   

 

Father, I confess that far too often, I ask for physical restoration for myself and those I know when the need for 

spiritual health is far more imperative.  Your Word is filled with healing miracles, and they all point to Your 

sovereign power to give new spiritual life.  I ask you to remind me that physical healing may not be Your will 

every time I ask for it.   I’m sorry for seeking healing of the body without first desiring the cleansing of the heart.    

 

I ask for Your wisdom and courage in dealing with illnesses and impairments; they are frightening and can cause 

me to doubt Your purposes.  Please give me faith to trust You in Your timing for healing and help me truly 

believe that sometimes healing will come with death.  For that reason, help me be as diligent to pray for right 

relationships with You for myself and for others.  Your promised gift of new life is eternal, while earthly life is 

temporary.  Please give me strength and grace to bear suffering if it is not taken away and allow me to encourage 

others to lean on You in their affliction. Please help me trust You in every circumstance. 

 

Omnipotent God of the universe, change my heart so that I continually demonstrate my faith in Your ability to 

make all things new and clean in Your perfect timing.  I trust my faith will grow as I continually use it.  Thank 

You for showing me that You are the source and the power for all healing. 

 
I pray in the name of the One who is the Great Physician.  Amen. (Mark 2:17) 
 
Psalm 103:2-5 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits; Who pardons all your iniquities, Who 
heals all your diseases: Who redeems your life from the pit, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and 
compassion; Who satisfies your years with good things, so that your youth is renewed like the eagle. 
 
Mark 1:40-41 And a leper came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on his knees before Him, and saying, ‘“If 
You are willing, You can make me clean.” Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out His hand and touched 
him, and said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.” 
 
John 20:30-31 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing you may have life in His name. 
 
Revelation 21:4-5  …and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; 
there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.  And He who sits on 
the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”  And He said, “Write, for these words are faithful and 
true.” 
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Bread of Life 

 

Oh Lord, You are the Creator and Sustainer of all life.  Your creatures know that they are filled 

with good things when You, Bread of Life, open Your hand. The whole earth cannot help but 

offer praise to You.  

 

You revealed Yourself as God in the miracles of turning water to wine and of multiplying loaves 

and fishes for the hungry crowds.  Forgive me for the times when I am like the multitudes and 

miss the miracles You perform that point to You as the Living Bread who came down from 

heaven.  

 

I ask that You feed me through Your Word today so that I may begin to understand that I abide 

in You and You in me. Help me to hunger for the food that endures for eternal life, which only 

You can give.  The sacrifice of Your body and blood opens the way for me to feast at the heavenly 

table forever and ever! 

 

Please grant me the desire and time to meditate on the truth that You are the Provider as well as 

the ultimate provision for all life.  May Your glory be manifested in my life as I seek to live out 

Your perfect will. 

 

I ask this in the name of the One who became wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification, and redemption.  Amen.  (1 Corinthians 1:30) 

 
Psalm 104: 27-28 They all wait for You to give them their food in due season.  You give to them, 
they gather it up; You open Your hand, they are satisfied with good. 
 
John 6:27 Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal 
life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal. 
  
John 6:51 I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he 
will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh. 
 

John 6:35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he 
who believes in Me shall never thirst.” 
 
Romans 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 
 

All scripture references are quoted directly from the NASB. 
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Peace, God’s Peace 

 

Most High God, You spoke the world into existence and You command the forces of nature.  You care 

about the cries of Your repentant children and You save them from a life that ends with total separation 

from You.  You even grant the blessing of a calm and quiet spirit in the midst of life’s storms to those who 

trust You as their Savior.  You alone are worthy of all praise and thanks as the miracle-working God of 

creation who has dominion over all that You have created. 

 

I admit that too many times I am slow to thank You for the benefits of being adopted by You into Your 

family.  You listen when I cry to You for rescue from trials of hard days and lonely nights.  You are there 

to bless me with peace that is beyond understanding, yet I fail to pause for even a few minutes to thank 

You for Your lovingkindness. 

 

Sometimes I am a doubter, God, so when I feel that I am sinking into the darkness of despair or 

disappointment, cover me with compassion and remembrance of Your awesome love for me.  Enable me 

to adopt an attitude of gratitude that is unchanging.  Renew in me a sense of peace as I set aside my old 

ways of relying on my own capabilities to declare my dependence on YOU!  Teach me to be still so I may 

hear Your voice and know with certainty to Whom I belong. 

 

My desire is to totally yield my heart and life to You.  Use me to encourage others who may be steering 

away from You for reasons known only to You.  Help me trust that through Your Holy Spirit I can speak 

words of life in Christ as You orchestrate encounters with family members, friends and others You will 

put in my path. 

 

I pray in the name of the One who causes the storm to still, so that the waves of the sea are hushed. Amen. 

(Psalm 107:29) 
 

Psalm 107:28-31 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and He brought them out of their distresses.  He 
caused the storm to be still, so that the waves of the sea were hushed.  Then they were glad because they were quiet, 
so He guided them to their desired haven.  Let them give thanks to the LORD for His lovingkindness, and for His 
wonders to the sons of men! 
 
Exodus 15:13 “In Your lovingkindness You have led the people whom You have redeemed; in Your strength You 
have guided them to Your holy habitation.” 
 
Psalm 111:4 He has made His wonders to be remembered; the Lord is gracious and compassionate. 
 
Isaiah 50:4-5 The Lord God has given me the tongue of disciples, that I may know how to sustain the weary one 
with a word.  He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple.  The Lord God has 
opened my ear; and I was not disobedient nor did I turn back. 
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Glorious Transforming God 

 
Holy King, heaven and earth are full of Your Glory!  You reveal more and more of Your Glory to those who call 

You Lord.  Whether high atop a hill or down in the valley, Your great and awesome name is worthy of all worship 

and exultation! 

 

Oh, how I see my need to step out of my hurried state and to invite Your presence for quiet comfort.  I’m sorry 

when I do not put my relationship with You as the single most important one in my life.  Please forgive me when I 

only come to You as chaos abounds.  I know your commandments and promises, yet I must confess I wrestle with 

the sin of worry over the circumstances of my life. 

 

I humbly ask that You circumcise my heart – remove anything that hinders my service or testimony for You, 

gracious and compassionate Savior of the world.  I even ask for inspiring mountain top experiences.   For there You 

give respite and renewed energy to me, but please, do not leave me on that mountain.  It is only in the valley that I 

truly connect with others and real life struggles. 

 

Please protect me, Father, from the prince of this world.  Thank You for Your Holy Spirit who allows me to be a 

light shining in the darkness for You. I give You all praise, with a heart of thanksgiving, as You use me to share the 

hope only You can provide.  Let all Your people be transformed from glory into glory, into the same image of the 

Lord, the Spirit! 

 
I pray this to the One who receives thanks for His lovingkindness.  Amen.  (Psalm 107:15) 

 
Psalm 99: 5-6 Exalt the LORD our God and worship at His footstool; Holy is He.  Moses and Aaron were among His 
priests, and Samuel was among those who called on His name; they called upon the Lord and He answered them. 
 
Luke 12:25-26 And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life’s span?  If then you cannot do even a 
very little thing, why do you worry about other matters? 
 
Exodus 33:19 And He said, “I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the 
LORD before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will 
show compassion.” 
 
2 Peter 1:19-21 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.  But know this first of all, 
that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of 
human will, but men moved by the Holy spirit spoke from God. 
 
2 Corinthians 3:17-18 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  But we all, 
with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 
glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 
 

All scripture references are quoted directly from the NASB. 
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