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Brothers and sisters, we have been through a trying and difficult year. One year 
ago, would we have thought that there would still be government restrictions on 
how the church can conduct its business? Well, COVID19 was the reason for many 
unprecedented happenings of the past twelve months. 
 
And, make no mistake, this is a terrible virus. We all know people who suffered 
greatly as they battled to recover from this disease. And, likely, we all know 
someone who lost that battle. There are people no longer with us who left this 
earth because of COVID19. 
 
But the damage hasn’t only been done by the virus. The restrictions placed on us 
have also had a terrible toll on the health of the people of our community and 
nation. This terrible toll of the lockdowns has been felt physically, mentally, and 
spiritually. 45% of our nation’s small businesses are in danger of having to close 
their doors. In our year of virtual and part virtual school, there have been 
dramatic increases in failing grades and truancy. A CDC survey from last summer 
found that 25% of young adults had considered suicide during the pandemic. 
During the first month of the pandemic, prescriptions for antianxiety medications 
rose by 34% while the prescribing of antidepressants rose over 20%. In the past 
12 months, there have been more drug overdoses than at any time in American 
history.  
 
Isolation and uncertainty for any reason result in very negative outcomes in any 
population. And what institution is more crucial in the alleviation of these results 
than the church?  
 
The church was born in the events recorded in Acts 2. The Spirit came, the gospel 
was proclaimed, and Peter preached. The result was that a church comprised of a 
few dozen followers of Christ became, in one day, a church of more than 3000. 
How then did they go about doing church? Look with me at Acts 2:41-47 and see 
what role being together played in how they did church.  



 
41  So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there 
were added about three thousand souls.  
42  They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
43    Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were 
taking place through the apostles.  
44  And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common;  
45  and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them 
with all, as anyone might have need.  
46  Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity 
of heart,  
47  praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to 
their number day by day those who were being saved. 
 
They did church TOGETHER. And, as wonderful as modern technology is, church in 
the 21st century is still meant to be done together. Technology can’t replace 
Christian community even when ZOOM works perfectly. 
 
I therefore am proud to announce that Sunday, March 28, we will be fully open 
for the first time in a year. The governor has removed occupancy restrictions on 
churches. Our worship centers are now configured to be at full capacity. So come 
on in to your church and worship with your brothers and sisters. 
 
What about the mask mandate, you ask? You are correct, we are still under a 
statewide mask mandate for public gatherings. The current proclamation expires 
on March 31st, and we do not know what Louisiana will do after that. But here is 
what we do know.  Sixteen states, including Florida, Georgia, Mississippi and 
Texas, have terminated their mask mandates, entirely. We do know the 
governor’s proclamation states that religious organizations are the only places the 
mask mandate will not be enforced. We also know that individuals and families 
have enough information to make personal decisions about responding to the 
threat of the virus.  
 
What will we do? We ask you to be patient for a couple of weeks as we adjust to 
the new fully open schedule. Then, starting April 11, we are going to leave it up to 



you concerning the mask. If you need to wear a mask, for whatever reason, 
please do so.  
 
Regardless, your church needs you. You need your church. See you Sunday at 
church. We welcome you to come on in!  
 
 


