
Cancellation of all extra activities. Moving to Online Worship 
for 11/22 and beyond.

Hey everyone!

Earlier this week the Columbus Public Health department and Franklin County 
Public Health department both issued a Stay at Home Advisory requesting that 
citizens limit their time outside of the home due to a significant and rapid rise in 
the positive cases of Covid-19. You can read that advisory here. Their request 
is that you only leave your home for functions that are absolutely necessary: 
work, school, and essential needs like groceries, medical care, and medicines. 
This advisory lasts until December 18th and is meant to slow down, and 
potentially stop, the significant increases that have happened as of late.

Earlier today, Franklin county was also designated as level 4 (purple) on Ohio's 
coronavirus advisory map. In the October elders meeting, it was decided that if 
Franklin county were to reach this level, we would move from in-person worship 
to online worship in an effort to be a proactive part of the solution and not the 
causation of potential spread. During that time, staff and elders would work to 
constantly evaluate a return to in-person worship moving forward.

In reading through the advisory, discussing with the elders and staff, and in light 
of the announcement of Franklin county's designation, we have made the 
decision to do two things.
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1. Cancel or postpone all extra in-person activities of the church that have
been planned during this 28 day time period and potentially beyond that.

These events include, but are not limited to:

The Breakthrough Prayer event,
Student ministry in-person gatherings,
Friendship Connection's Hymn Sing, and
Moms Connect's in-person meeting (which has already begun to move its
meeting online for December).

We are currently working on some creative ways to get some extra materials to
you for the prayer event so we can all pray TOGETHER at a specific time. Will
is working hard to reimagine student ministry and how to best engage with
students and parents over the next month. We are already in the process of
making available printed and online Advent materials for all age groups
beginning December 1st.

2. This coming Sunday, November 22nd, and until Franklin county moves
back out of the Level 4 (purple) category, we will move all of our services
from in-person to online.

Like we have done for those who have chosen to worship at home during the
summer months, our online service will be made available via Facebook and
our website every Sunday at 9 am. This online service will include a time of
teaching, communion/meditation, and any announcements we may have. Last
week, we launched The Orange Zone for Pre-K through 5th grade. All of the
volunteers and the kids did a great job of being safe and smart. They all
seemed to enjoy that time together, too! The same video materials that they
used during their time together will also be made available on our website every
week. We will also work to have something available on the website, Facebook,
and via email during the middle of the week to provide some more depth and
interaction from the message given the preceding Sunday.

I won't lie to you and say that I didn't see something like this coming again. This
is something the elders and staff have prepared for over the past few months.
Since we are better prepared this time than when the coronavirus first hit, we
are able to make quicker and more informed decisions meant for the safety and
well-being of all. I want to leave you with these words of encouragement from 1
Peter 1:3-6:

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great



mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that
can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for

you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of

the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In all this you
greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer
grief in all kinds of trials.

In Him,
Dave Van Buskirk
Lead Minister
Beechwold Christian Church
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