
On what we call Good Friday, Jesus willingly gave 
Himself up to those who came searching for Him. Led 
by Judas Iscariot and some of the officials of the chief 
priests and Pharisees, a detachment of Roman 
soldiers has come to arrest Jesus. 

Jesus doesn’t try to fight or talk His way out of what 
He knows is coming. Instead, Jesus faced His fate with 
resolve: a resolve that came from knowing that what 
He was about to do wasn’t for His benefit. Instead, it 
would be for the benefit of all mankind. 

Friday could easily have been the darkest day of Jesus’ 
life. He spent much of the day being paraded between 
leaders in an attempt to have Him found guilty. In the 
end, His detractors succeeded. Jesus was found guilty 
by the Jewish leaders, beaten by the Romans, and 
ultimately hung on a cross: an innocent man forced 
into a criminal’s death.
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 Romans used the cross as a brutal execution method to produce social conformity. The Roman politician Cicero said it was the “most cruel and hideous of tortures.”

When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples 
and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a 
garden, and he and his disciples went into it. Now Judas, who 
betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met 
there with his disciples. So Judas came to the garden, 
guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the 
chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, 
lanterns and weapons.Jesus, knowing all that was going to 
happen to him, went out and asked them,  

“Who is it you want?”“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.“I am 
he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there 
with them.) When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and 
fell to the ground.Again he asked them, “Who is it you 
want?”“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said. Jesus answered, “I told 
you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these 
men go.” (John 18:1-8) 



1. In all of the times in your life, when you knew 
something bad was about to happen to you, how did 
you respond to it? 

     What can we learn about facing difficulty from Jesus’  
     experience here? 

2. After this event on Friday, Jesus has several trials in which 
He is called to answer for the things that He has said and 
done. While none of them are bad or sinful, Jesus is 
painted as a criminal by the Jewish leaders. If faced with 
that kind of trial, how would you respond? 

     How  have you responded in the past? 

     How should you respond in the future? 

3. As the end of our look at the Final Week of Jesus’ life 
draws to a close, what are some things that you have 
learned from these devotions? 

How have you been blessed and challenged? 

Take a few moments today to meditate on those and 
thank God for them. 
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