
After a grand entrance into the city of Jerusalem on 
Sunday, Jesus and the Twelve spent a short time in the 
city before heading back to Bethany to stay the night. 
Monday morning, Jesus and the Twelve begin the two 
mile walk back towards Jerusalem. It’s during this walk 
that Jesus wants something to eat for breakfast. When 
He goes to get figs off of a tree that should have fruit, 
He is disappointed when the tree has nothing, so He 
curses it. 

At first this might seem like a harsh move by Jesus, but 
this is a lesson for both the Twelve and us about being 
productive. The fig tree was in leaf, meaning that it 
should have had fruit on it. Yet it didn’t. Because it only 
looked like it was fulfilling its purpose, while not actually 
doing so, Jesus exposed it for what it really was: a 
useless tree. 

How often do we think we are good Christians, but we 
aren’t bearing fruit? As Jesus’ family, we are called to be 
more than just someone who looks like we are good. We 
are called to action, to productivity, for the good of both 
God and our fellow believers.
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A Lesson in Productivity



Fig trees can grow 20-30 feet tall, and almost as wide. They can tolerate seasonal drought, making Middle Eastern and Mediterranean climates especially suitable.

 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was 
hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to 
find out if it had any fruit. When He reached it, He found 
nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for 
figs. Then He said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from 
you again.” And His disciples heard Him say it. (Mark 11:12-14) 

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the gardener. He cuts off 
every branch in Me that bears no fruit, while every branch 
that does bear fruit He prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have 
spoken to you. Remain in Me, as I also remain in you. No 
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in Me. “I am the 
vine; you are the branches. If you remain in Me and I in you, 
you will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do 
nothing. (John 15:1-5) 
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1. Look at John 15:1-8: 
 Who is the vine? What does that mean in the context  
 it is used? 

 Who are the branches? What does that mean in the  
 context it is used? 

 Who is the gardener? What does that mean in the  
 context it is used? 

  

2. What happens to a “branch that bears no fruit”? Why 
does this matter? 

3. Take a moment and assess your current life. Write down a 
simplified version of your daily schedule. 

 What is your fruit? 

 What do you need to trim and get rid of so your life   
 can be more purposeful? 
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