
The Sunday before His death, Jesus entered into 
Jerusalem on a donkey to much fanfare. So many had 
gathered to see just who Jesus was. During that period 
in history, donkeys were what kings used when they 
wanted residents of a visiting nation to understand that 
they were coming in peace. Jesus, the King of Kings, 
was coming to the people in peace and with good 
intent. 

As He crested the hills heading from Bethany to 
Jerusalem, Jesus saw this city of His people… and He 
wept for them. He had come and presented them with 
a wonderful opportunity to find redemption and peace 
with God. But He also knew that they were not going to 
choose that path. Instead, Jesus knew that He was 
heading to His death and to a city that would soon turn 
their backs against Him. 

It would be so easy for Jesus to want to stay in this 
moment, to enjoy the adulation of the people, but He 
knew that there was more to His mission than this 
moment of praise and honor. Jesus knew that He had 
come to die and take the punishment for the sins of 
mankind. And so, He continued onward.
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Across time and culture, palm leaves symbolize victory with integrity, a meaning reinforced when we look skyward to see the leaves catch the wind.

As He approached Jerusalem and saw the city, He wept over 
it and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day 
what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your 
eyes. The days will come upon you when your enemies will 
build an embankment against you and encircle you and 
hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, 
you and the children within your walls. They will not leave 
one stone on another, because you did not recognize the 
time of God’s coming to you.” (Luke 19:41-44) 

They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their 
cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went 
ahead of Him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to 
the Son of David!” “Blessed is He who comes in the name of 
the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” (Matthew 21:7-9)



1. In John 12:46, Jesus says, “I have come into the world as a 
light, so that no one who believes in Me should stay in 
darkness.” Why is it that the world (ourselves included) 
often chooses the dark over the light?  

2. Truly following Jesus brings us peace (Luke 19:42). What 
are some areas in your life that you currently need 
peace? Once you identify them, how are you going to 
work to create that peace? 

3. Jesus knew that there was more to Him coming to 
Jerusalem than this great moment of praise from the 
Jews. His ultimate destination was the cross. How does 
that sacrifice change how you live your everyday life? 

As you move throughout your day, create a reminder for 
yourself of the peace that only Jesus can bring. Maybe it is 
a word, a Scripture, an image. As you notice the times that 
peace seems to allude you, stop immediately and pray 
that your focus will return to Jesus and the peace that 
only He can give. 
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