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Isaiah 40:15-20 – The Comfort of God’s Supremacy  
 

Background: 
God, speaking through Isaiah comforts His troubled people who have been exiled for 
nearly 70 years in Babylon.  He reminds them of his promises to care for them in Isaiah 
1:9-11 and comforts them by reminding them of His power over the nations.  Though 
Babylon had taken them captive, their gods were not gods, and Israel was not to 
mistakenly worship or trust in Babylon’s false gods.  In Isaiah 40:15-20, God reminds His 
people of His infinite supremacy over the nations and therefore all the nation’s idols. 
Babylon boasted that their world domination came as a result of their devotion to their 
gods “Nebo” and “Bel.” Israel was being tempted to think if God didn’t deliver them 
from the Babylonians, perhaps their gods were worthy of fear and trust. This section is a 
powerful explanation of why it is spiritual insanity to fear or worship the gods of the 
nations, instead of the true Creator God.   
 
Read it Carefully:  

1. Read Isaiah 46:1-10. God prophesied the coming destruction of Babylon by the 
Persian king Cyrus 150 years before Cyrus was born (see Isaiah 44:24- 45:6)!  As 
you read Isaiah 46:1-10, how does He describe Bel and Nebo in verses 1-2?  How 
does he contrast Himself with other gods in 46:3-10?  What difference would it 
make to Israel, knowing these things? 

 
2. Read Isaiah 40:15-20.  What is the argument that Isaiah is making?  What is he 

trying to keep God’s people from doing in 40:18-20? 
 

3. What does God reveal about the nations in Isaiah 40:15? What effect does a drop 
have?  What affect does a particle of dust have on scales? What does this reveal 
about the nation’s ability to thwart God’s promises in verses 10-11? 
 

4. According to verse 17, what is God’s estimation of nations from His perspective? 
Why do you think God wants His people to know this? How does His view of the 
world’s nations differ from ours? What difference does it make knowing God’s 
perspective on the nations?  Why? 
 

5. What faulty view of God is verse 16 intended to counteract?  Why do you think 
God would say this?  Note: Lebanon in Isaiah’s day was heavily forested and 
populated by hundreds of thousands of wild animals.  What does this verse imply 
men think would impress God? 
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6. God is using sarcasm in verses 17-20.  What is He telling Israel about idols that 
would cause them to realize it is ridiculous to worship or trust them? 
 

7. Put yourself in Israel’s shoes. How do you think a Jewish person in exile was 
feeling about Babylon?  How have the dealings and power of governments 
tempted you to feel?  Can these feelings affect your walk and service to God? 
Why is it important to know what God says about the nations? 

 
Study it Prayerfully: 

1. Whatever is an idol to us (or to a nation) is that which we look to for our ultimate 
satisfaction and safety (44:17).  That’s why God’s prohibition to idolatry is often 
accompanied in the context by prohibitions against fear. (See Isaiah 40:9, 18-20; 
41:7, 10; 44:6-8).  What persons or things can we sometimes look to for our 
ultimate satisfaction or safety?  
 

2. What do the following passages reveal about idols and those who worship them? 
• Psalm 115:1-8 
• Isaiah 2:17-22 
• Isaiah 41: 24, 29 

 
3. Isaiah 2:10 and 19 describes the return of Christ to earth.  What idols do men 

have in Isaiah 2:7-8?  What effect will Christ’s return have on man’s view of his 
idols according to Isaiah 2:17-21?  How does knowing this affect your view of the 
secret idols you may have? Why do you think God wants you to know everything 
you idolize now will in the near future be worthless? 
 

4. An idol is also evidenced by what we live for and what we serve as top priority in 
our life. Read Romans 1:20-25.  How can you tell if someone has put something 
or someone first in their life above God?  What does 2 Timothy 3:1-5 reveal 
about the evidences of someone who is not worshiping God, that is not a lover 
of God? 
 

Live it out Practically: 
1. What are idols of the heart that you may have looked to for your ultimate 

satisfaction or safety?  What is God showing you through Isaiah about Himself 
that will help you to not be an idolater? What is God showing you about your 
idols that is helping you not to look to them ultimately, for your satisfaction and 
safety? 
 



Grace Church of Napa Valley         
Pastor John Fernandez 
 

2. Pray for God’s forgiveness of idolatry.  Pray for those who the Lord has put on 
your heart to witness to. 
 


