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Isaiah 40:13-14 – The Comfort of God’s Omniscience 
 

Background: 
Isaiah 40-48 is intended to comfort Israel, who because of their idolatry had spent the 
last 70 years living in exile in Babylon.  To assure them He hadn’t forgotten them but 
was genuinely caring for them, God urges them to declare “the good news” to others 
by telling them to “Behold your God” (40:9).  In Isaiah 40:12-26, He then describes His 
glorious infinite attributes. In verse 12, He describes His omnipresence, His infinite 
immensity yet personal presence with them. In verses 13-14, He reminds them of His 
omniscience, that is, His infinite knowledge of all things. Through a series of questions 
to them, God describes both the breadth and nature of His knowledge. Reread Isaiah 
40:1-14 to recall God’s description of Himself and promise to His people 

 
Read it Carefully:  

1. Read Isaiah 40:13-14.  Based on this passage what do we learn about the source 
of God’s knowledge?  Would it make any difference if God were dependent 
upon His creatures for knowledge and wisdom? 
 

2. Read Isaiah 40:27. What were the Jews doubting about God?  Describe a time 
you may have been tempted to feel this way about God? Are you feeling that 
way now? 

 
Study it Prayerfully: 

1. Read the following verses from Job. Earlier He had lost his wealth, his children 
and His health. How did Job’s suffering affect him and his view of God?  Have 
you ever felt like Job? 

• Job 19:6 
• Job 23:1-7 
• Job 30:26-28 
• Job 31:35-37 

 
2. Read the following verses in Job. What did God reveal to Job about His 

knowledge and wisdom compared to Job’s? 
• Job 38:1-4 
• Job 38:12-13 
• Job 38:21 
• Job 38:31-36 
• Job 40:1-14 
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3. Read Job 42:1-6. What affect did understanding God’s knowledge and power 
have on Job? 
 

4. What do the following verses tell us that God knows? How does each verse 
comfort you? 
 

5. Read Psalm 139:1-6 and 13-16.  Describe what God knows about you.  Why 
would God want us to know this?  What affect does knowing this have on you? 
Why? 
 

6. Is it possible to have good intentions based on perfect wisdom, but the good 
intentions never materialize? Read Job 9:4; 12:13 and Daniel 2:20. What is God 
said to be, in addition to being wise?  Why would knowing this be a comfort? 
 

7. If someone really believes God has perfect, complete, personal knowledge of 
everything, what affect would this have on them? What did knowledge of God’s 
caring knowledge have on people in the following verses: 

• Job 42:1-6 
• 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

 
8. Read Psalm 73:10-25.  What was the Psalmist struggling and bitter about in Psalm 

73:10-17 and 21?  What knowledge did God reveal to the troubled Psalmist in 
73:17-20?  What affect did this knowledge have on the Psalmist in 73:22-28?  How 
does this passage encourage you? 

 
Live it out Practically: 

1. Have you ever listened to someone telling you what to do, yet doubted they had 
all the information, or the right information? What effect did it have on you? 
Why? 
 

2. Why are people tempted to think God doesn’t know what He’s doing 
sometimes? Have you ever struggled, wondering if God knew what He was 
doing?  What effects did it have on you? 
 

3. What areas of your life has God revealed you sometimes are angry or anxious 
about?  What has God shown you in this bible study that helps you in this?  
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4. If you have been angry, unthankful, resentful or disappointed in God you should 
confess this to God and repent.  Begin to praise Him for His perfect knowledge 
and wisdom and trust Him that based on that wisdom He knows what is best for 
His glory and the eternal gladness of people. 
 

5. Pray for someone you would like to share the good news of Christ with.  Be 
confident in God.  If He is burdening you, He will use you in His time. 
 


