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Isaiah 40:12-22 – The Infinite Bigness and Nearness of God 
 

Background: 
This section of Isaiah was written to comfort His people (40:1). Why? Israel had been 
defeated and 50,000 of its leaders taken into captivity 600 miles to the east in Babylon 
(modern Iraq). These captives were lonely, afraid, and wondering if God had forgotten 
them. They also had a problem: idolatry. Through Isaiah, God challenges them to stop 
comparing Him to false gods made by men. His purpose therefore is not only to 
comfort but to purify His people from idols which had crept into their nation through 
the influence of surrounding nations. He wants to encourage them through good news. 
What is it? “Behold your God” (Isaiah 40:9). God comforts His people by declaring to 
them His greatness in 40:11-25 and His faithfulness in 40:26-31.  
 

In Isaiah 40:12-25, God reminds them of: 
• His infinite bigness, or omnipresence – He is everywhere present, bigger than the 

universe  
• His infinite knowledge and wisdom, or omniscience – He knows everything 

perfectly 
• His infinite power to create and control all things, or omnipotence –  He is all 

powerful 
 

This week’s focus will be on discovering what God says about His omnipresence, that is, 
His infinite immensity (He’s bigger than the universe) and immanence (He’s present 
everywhere in the universe).   
 
Read it Carefully:  

1. Read Isaiah 40:9-25.  What do verses 18-20 indicate Israel was involved in?   Why 
do you think God repeats this question: “To who will you liken Me?” in verses 18 
and 25, and later in Isaiah 46:5?  What does this question indicate about what His 
people were thinking? 

 
2. In verse 12, God begins to discuss with His people His attributes. That is, His 

qualities that set Him apart as God, which no one has but Him.  How does God 
describe His bigness in 40:12?  How big is He in relation to all the earth’s waters 
(and oceans)?   How big is He in relation to the heavens (stars)?  Note: A “span” 
refers to the width of a hand. 
 

3. In verse 12, How does God compare Himself to the earth’s surface and 
mountains? 
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4. How does God describe His bigness in relation to nations of the earth in verse 
15?  Why would this be a comfort to Israel in their situation?  How does knowing 
this comfort you? 
 

5. How does God describe His bigness in relation to all the earth’s islands or 
coastlands?  Note: “islands” in the Hebrew meant coastlands, distant lands, all 
the areas of the earth encompassed by coasts.   
 

6. How does God describe His bigness in relation to all the people of the earth in 
verse 22?  Why do you think this would give comfort to Israel?  How does it 
comfort you? Why? 
 

7. How does God describe His bigness in relation to the universe in verse 22?  What 
does 1 Kings 8:27 say about God’s bigness?  Why would this comfort you?  What 
difference does it make knowing this? Note: Though God is bigger than the 
universe and is present everywhere in it, He chooses for the sake of his creatures 
to manifest His presence for them in Heaven on His throne. 
 

8. Though God is infinitely immense (big), He is also immanent (personally present 
everywhere). How is the personal presence of God evident in Isaiah 40:1, 25, and 
27?  Why is this important to know?  Would the bigness of God comfort you 
apart from His personal presence? 

 
Study it Prayerfully: 

1. How did the early church react to their trials by referring to God’s greatness in 
Acts 4:26-29?  Have you ever comforted yourself with the truth of God’s bigness 
and presence?  Why and how did it comfort you in trials or anxiety?  

 
2. What do the following verses tell us about where God is personally present in the 

universe?  What are the implications of His presence? 
• Psalm 139:7-10 
• Jeremiah 23:23-24 

 
3. What do the following verses tell us about the promise of God’s presence and its 

effect on us? Do these verses comfort you? How and why? 
• Psalm 16:11 
• Hebrews 13:5 
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Live it out Practically: 
1. What has the Lord shown you through this study on God’s bigness and personal 

presence? 
 

2. On a scale of 1-10, how often do you let people become big (intimidating or 
discouraging) and God small?  What do you think causes this?  What will you do 
next time it happens?  What verses from this study will you use to remind yourself 
that God is bigger than anything and that He is present with you? 

 
3. What are some big issues in your life that you sometimes let overwhelm you?  In 

light of what God has shown you about himself in this study, what do you think 
God wants you to do? 
 

4. What friend, acquaintance, neighbor or relative has God put on your heart to 
pray for?  How do you think God wants you to show them His love and gospel? 

 


