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Isaiah 40:1-11 – Study Questions 

Background: 
In Isaiah 40-66, God comforts Israel (40:1). Though Isaiah prophesied about 720 B.C., 
chapters 40-48 describe a future time when God’s people would be conquered and 
taken into captivity by the then Babylonian world empire in 597 B.C.  They would be 
stressed and doubt God’s care and control (40:27).  In Chapters 44-66, God encourages 
them by describing the certainty of their future deliverance from Babylonian captivity 
and their ultimate deliverance in the last days, when He returns to earth.  But that is in 
the future; what about their immediate danger and suffering?  In chapter 40, God 
comforts them with His immediate, present and personal comfort by reminding them of 
His greatness, power and faithfulness.  Chapter 40 is timeless.  It encourages not only 
that ancient generation but every generation. He’s the same God today. 
 
Read it Carefully:  

1. What is the theme of Isaiah 40:1-11 according to verse 1?   
 

2. What did God want His suffering people to know in 40:2?  Note: Their sins “paid 
double” means they were fully paid. Why would this knowledge comfort them?    

a. What does Romans 5:1-2 say we have because of God’s justification 
(forgiveness due to faith in Christ)?  

b. What does Romans 8:32-39 tell us about God’s love for us? Note: this 
section was written to Christians suffering and being persecuted by Nero, 
the Roman Emperor.  

 
3. What does God command in verse 3?  Note: Preparing the way for the Lord is 

explained in Luke 1:17 and Matthew 3:2-3 as people preparing their hearts for 
Him by repenting (turning from sin).  Why would God want His people to do this?  
How would this relate to God’s comfort?  How could the experience of God’s 
comfort and peace be affected if a person does not repent?   

 
4. What does God promise in verse 5?   

 
5. Read Isaiah 40:6-8. What things does God want us to know and remember about 

man? Why would this information about man be a comfort to God’s people in 
trials? What does Isaiah 2:12-21 tell us about man and how does Isaiah 2:22 tell 
us it should affect us?  
 

6. In verse 8, what is God telling us about His word (and therefore all his promises)?  
What are the implications of this?  How does it comfort a believer? 
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Study it Prayerfully: 

1. List each promise God makes to His people in Isaiah 40:1-11.  What does each 
mean to you?  Which of these promises encourages you the most and why? 
 

2. Recall Isaiah 40:2. If you are in trials, why is this important to know? What 
difference would it make if you did not know this?   
 

3. Read Matthew 24:29-31 and recall Isaiah 40:5. This is a promise of the Lord’s 
return to earth.  Why would God want his people to know this?  Why and how 
would God use this truth to comfort us?   
 

4. What do 1 Peter 4:7 and 2 Peter 3:10-14 say about the end times and the effect it 
has on us? Why would focusing on this have this effect? 

 
Live it out Practically:  

1. What specific issues are you struggling with anxiety and needing God’s comfort 
and peace? How can God’s promises from Isaiah 40:1-11 comfort you today? 
 

2. What does God command His people who are in trials to do according to verse 
9?  Why would this comfort us? How can you start doing this today? 
 

3. Who has God put on your heart to know the joy of knowing Christ?  If God could 
give you the courage and opportunity and promise to use you, who would you 
like to tell about Jesus? Pray for that person(s).  Follow the Lord’s promptings to 
share with them God’s good news of Jesus. 


