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 grace groups   STUDY GUIDE 

The Gift of Advent 

Luke 2:1-5, 19:28-40 

Pastor Mark Smith 

December 15, 2019 

 

 

Where are you from? What’s your favorite thing about going home?  

 

1. What would it look like today if ALL of us had to return to our hometown 

for a registration like Joseph and Mary?  Describe the chaotic, the 

expense, the inconvenience.  

 

Imagine the journey of everyone in our country ‘going home’ for a census.  

 

2. Does the Bible say Mary rode a donkey into Bethlehem? 

 

3. How do we see the sovereignty of God in Joseph and Mary going to 

Bethlehem for the birth?  John 7:40-42; Matt 2:1-6; Micah 5:2 

 

4. What did it mean for a king to ride a “donkey”? 1 Kings 1:28-40; Zechariah 

9:9-10 

 

5. List as many things as you can think of how the stories of Joseph/Mary 

going to Bethlehem and Jesus riding the colt each fulfilled scriptures?  This 
is how we see God’s sovereign work, His activity.  
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6. From Psalm 118:26 and Zech 9:9, what does Luke 19:38 mean, and why is 

this so significant? 

 

7. Why did the Pharisees want Jesus to quiet His disciples in 19:39? Have you 

ever felt pressure to not be so vocal about Christ and the amazing works 
of God?  What did you do?  

 

8. What are some good ways to testify of God’s goodness and grace 

today?  

 

 

9. What did Jesus mean with His response in 19:40? How does this speak to 

our purpose? 

 

 

 

We won’t have Grace Group notes for a few weeks, pray for one another and a 

meaningful Christmas season. Ask God to bless the Christmas Eve services at Grace!   
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