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 grace groups   STUDY GUIDE 

A 25th Celebration – To God Be the Glory! 

Selected Scriptures 

September 29, 2019 

 

 

• Read: Ps 105:1-3 

• Matt 16:18, we know we belong to Him, this is His church. May Christ be 

honored. 

A church is made up of those who have been born again. God has called us to 

Himself. We repent of our sins, and we trust what the Bible says is true about 
Jesus, the Son of God, who loved us and took our place on the cross, died for 
our sins so that we can be right with God. That’s who Jesus is and that’s what He 
did for us.  

• John 3:16-17 

• John 3:3 

• 1 Peter 2:10 

 

We come from a long line of Gospel preaching, Word-driven, Holy Spirit-Led, 
Jesus-following, God-Honoring churches from the day of Pentecost in Acts 2 up 
through today, September 29, 2019. We just happen to find ourselves at a 

pivotal point, a time of celebrating our local birthday. The church is 2000 years 
old. Our family is 25. Happy Birthday, Grace Community! 

When Laurie and I came to Flagstaff we wrote these words. As kind of a vision, a 

sense of “why are we going to do what we’re about to embark on?” 

 

“We want to honor God above all with our best as He uses us to 

equip the body to build up His church.” Mark and Laurie Smith 
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1. May we be pleasing to God with true hearts of worship, not just to say we’ve 

worshiped, but that He is indeed worshiped.  Rev 5:13 

 

2. May God’s name be lifted high because of His works, never ours. Ps 115:1 

 

3. May we always give God our best, from the top, not the bottom, from the full 

line, not the empty. May He receive our best as an offering. 2 Samuel 24:24 

 

4. May we recognize His gifts to us and His use of us as means of accomplishing 

His will.  Eph 4:11-13; 1 Peter 4:10 

 

5. May our life’s work be summed up as His work. Matt 16:18 

I will build My church. 

 

6. May God be seen clearly in all we do and say. 

Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain that build it. Psalm 127:1 

 

We stand here today committing ourselves to for this next chapter: 

• We don’t live in the past and we don’t live in the future.  

• We live from the past and for our future.  

• This is the day the Lord has made, and He’s made it so we can rejoice.  

 

My prayer for you, Grace Community: that we never get over the cross. The 

Gospel is the core of our church. It’s not what we add to our meetings, it’s why 
we meet. Jesus has been changing lives, for 2000 years, and right here in our 

midst, for 25 years. But here’s what I want you to see, He’s been doing it ONE 
LIFE AT A TIME. It’s not just about the excitement of the crowds, the future 
buildings, it’s about His love for YOU. Right here, right now in this very moment. 
He knows You, he died for you. He want’s NOTHING more than for you to trust 
Him as Savior and to follow Him as Lord. 1 Peter 2:9-10 

May we never get over the cross. 
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Plans are moving forward with the building site and budgets.  

 

Here’s what I continue to ask of each of you: 

1. Pray 

• We are NOT waiting on this property to move forward with ministry. As you 

well know by now, Grace is a very active, ministry minded church that is 
adding to our outreach here in the city and with our partnering 
missionaries. We will keep growing and adding. 

• Pray that we never lose focus. 

• Pray for God’s favor in the long list of tasks in front of us. 

2. Give.  

• As many of you have added to your tithes and offerings to give to our 

building fund, please continue. Ask God to show us more ways to bring in 
the funds necessary to build a truly amazing home for Grace. 

3. Be patient.  

• We are honestly just getting started.  

 

I read this week: 

Look back and be grateful 

Look ahead and be hopeful 

Look around and be helpful 

Look to God and be faithful 

2 Peter 3:18 
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