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Welcome to Minster and thank you for joining with us as we cele- 
brate our 90th anniversary. As you will see, Minster has many sto- 
ries contained within that big story of human beings’ relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ. As we see our community here in 
Roath and Penylan change we are reminded that our church has 
seen many changes over 90 years and yet because of our faith in 
Jesus Christ we feel a strong continuity with all that has gone be- 
fore. This is well illustrated in the display in the foyer. Let me say a 
personal thank you to all who have worked so hard in organising 
these anniversary events and may you all know God’s blessing as 
you join with us to celebrate what He has done.

http://www.minsterchristiancentre.org.uk
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In the post war years numbers in fellowship revived somewhat and 
in 1967 there were 82 believers in membership at Minster. In the 
60’s and 70’s Minster had a thriving young people’s work associat- 
ed with the Covenanter movement, and Minster’s Sunday School

Minster owes its origins to the vision of a few believers from Mack- 
intosh Gospel Hall who lived in Penylan and were exercised about 
starting a Christian witness in the Penylan area. In 1925 they start- 
ed meeting in a converted garage in Westville Rd at the home of Mr. 
Edwin Willie, known as the Penylan Assembly Rooms. Edwin Willie 
went on to finance the building of a fine church on the corner of 
Minster Rd. and Sturminster Rd, which was officially opened as 
Minster Gospel Hall (a Brethren Assembly) on 15th October 1927.

            
            

           
          

 

           
          

             
             

          
          
             
   

            
            

           
          

 

           
          

             
             

          
          
             
   

In 1948 Marston Martin, one of the young men in the church, was 
commended to missionary work in Zambia and Tanganyika, and he 
and his wife Betty served the Lord for many years in various African 
countries, only retiring in the 1990’s.

In 1940 Minster Hall became an air raid precaution centre where 
bunk beds, blankets, stirrup pumps and food were stored. Black- 
out curtains were fitted to all windows and the baptistery had to be 
kept filled and open in case of fire. When bombs fell in Sturminster 
Rd. and Newport Rd., Minster Hall was damaged. However, the 
church continued to meet and witness throughout the war years, 
though many of the young men in the church were called up for 
service in the forces.

In May 1928 there were 102 believers in fellowship at Minster, but 
during the years leading up to the Second World War this number 
fell considerably. However, it was not uncommon during this time to 
see the church packed to hear well-known evangelists and Bible 
teachers preach.

http://www.minsterchristiancentre.org.uk
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was also very well attended. However, in the 1980’s and into the 
90’s numbers attending the church began to decline, and by 1998 
there were about 25 in fellowship, the majority of whom were quite 
elderly, and funds were getting perilously low, with the possibility of 
having to shut down the witness at Minster having to be consid- 
ered.

During the latter half of the 1990’s Minster’s elders invited Peter 
Phelps to become an unpaid Pastor at Minster (quite a revolution- 
ary step for a Brethren Assembly), and together with the elders Pe- 
ter began to bring about various changes at Minster which were 
designed to ensure that in God’s will a viable witness would con- 
tinue into the 21st Century. Also at this time a relationship with the 
neighbouring Highfields Church was established, whereby High- 
fields was able to use Minster’s building for baptisms, weddings and 
funerals (as at that time Highfields had no church building of their 
own), and their Minister, Peter Baker shared an office in the balcony 
of Minster with Minster’s Pastor, Peter Phelps.

   An early minster congrogation

http://www.minsterchristiancentre.org.uk
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Out of this relationship came a scheme to rejuvenate the work at 
Minster, and in 1999 a group of 20 members of Highfields church 
(led by John Kendall who became an Elder at Minster) joined Min- 
ster to carry forward plans to take Minster into the 21st Century as 
a free evangelical church, with a vibrant outreach and witness in the 
community. This injection of mainly younger Christians from 
Highfields was warmly welcomed by the members at Minster, and 
following this God blessed the church at Minster with a gradual 
increase in mainly younger people associating themselves with 
Minster as their place of worship. In 2001 Minster Christian Cen- tre 
(as the church was now known) affiliated with the Federation of 
Independent Evangelical Churches. The church was able to call 
Alex Collins to be a salaried Pastor at Minster, and Alex’s inaugural 
service was held in October 2001.

   Early Minster Sunday School

In May 2002 Heulwen Pritchard, one of the believers who had 
joined Minster from Highfields, was commended to work in 
Cambodia for two years with OMF.

http://www.minsterchristiancentre.org.uk
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Many of the believers who joined Minster from Highfields remained 
at Minster for longer than the two-year commitment that they had 
originally made, and several remain with us until the present day. 
The Lord has blessed the church by consistently adding to our con- 
gregation since the turn of the century, and we now have over 50 
believers in membership, and we regularly see between 70 and 100 
people attending our Sunday morning service.

            
             

           
          

            
              

            
         

   

            
              

              
               

 

Looking back over 90 years since Minster was built we can truthful- 
ly say with the Psalmist, “This is the Lord’s doing: it is marvellous in 
our eyes”. (Psalm 118 v 23). And we now look forward to the future 
knowing that The Lord is with us as we seek to serve Him, until He 
comes again.

In 2010 we were able to appoint Andy McKenna as Assistant Pas- 
tor and he served in this capacity for several years before he was 
called to become Pastor of another FIEC church in Market Har- 
borough. In 2011 Clare Gatenby was appointed as part-time Youth 
Leader, and she is still leading the thriving young people’s work in 
the church to this day. God is continuing to work in the lives of 
many who attend the church and we have seen many coming to 
faith, be- ing baptized, and undertaking the Christianity Explored 
course in recent years.

http://www.minsterchristiancentre.org.uk
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E A R LY M I N S T E R
Aubrey Thomas

            
          

           
           

              
            

            
             

          
           

            
               

           
              

            
       

            
           

          
          
            

             
           

           
          

           
         

         
            

       

            
           

          
          
            

             
           

           
          

           
         

         
            

          

            
           

          
          
            

              
           

           
          

           
         

         
            

         

            
           

          
          
            

              
           

           
          

           
         

         

            
           

          
          
            

              
           

           
          

           
         

        

            
           

          
          
            

              
           

           
          

           
         

         
    

            
           

          
          
            

              
           

           
          

           
         

         
   

           
         

          
         
          

            
            

           
         
           

         
        
        

    

           
         

          
         
          

            
           

           
         
           

         
        
        

    

My parents sent me and my sister to Pengam Gospel Hall Sunday 
School, which was an outreach from Adamsdown Gospel Hall. On 
becoming too old for Sunday School, my then teacher, Mr Horace 
Corrick, suggested joining Minster, where they had a boys class led 
by Mr Don Towler (Colin’s father) and Mr Eric Gray. At this time, I was 
studying at Llandaff Tech, was almost 16 years old and about to 
take up an apprenticeship with Hopkins Electric Co Ltd, based at 
Maes-y-Coed Rd, Cardiff. I was not a Christian at this time and had 
no previous idea or experience of “church”. Minster was “church” for 
me. Shortly after joining Minster, I became a Christian and then had 
to wait 12 months before I was baptised and received into fellowship 
in 1949. For the next 4 years, I took part in all the activities and 
worship at Minster, with a group of young people all keen to learn 
and grow in the Christian faith. In 1953 I left Minster for 2 years 
National Service, and when I returned I married at Minster. Mr Eric 
Gray conducted the service.

What was Minster like as we grew up in the Minster Assembly? A 
typical Sunday was at 11:00am, the Lord’s Table, which was the 
central meeting of the week. There was no prearranged ser vice, no 
music and the hymns were pitched by someone present at the 
meeting. It was intended for the worship to be led by the spirit. No 
ladies took audible par t. We used a ‘Believer’s Hymn Book’ written 
for this meeting. A brother would pray, another give out a hymn and 
another minister God’s word. We celebrated the Lord’s supper by 
breaking bread and wine poured out into two chalices, then shared 
with the believers. This was only permitted if you were baptised into 
the fellowship. Christians visiting would bring a letter of 
commendation from their place of worship.

http://www.minsterchristiancentre.org.uk
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This would be read out and the visitors welcomed prior to the 
commencement of the worship. At the close of the meeting, the 
notices were read out, giving details of the speaker at the 6:30pm 
gospel service, and the names of those going out to preach in and 
around Cardiff. There was much ‘lay preaching’ as we had no pastor 
or minister. The work and worship of the church was overseen by 
elders. We had visits from ‘full-time workers’ from time to time to take 
a series of meetings. The offerings at this time, 1957, would be £9-
£12 per week, with a monthly missionary offering for Marston and 
Betty Martin.

At 3pm on Sunday afternoon we had Sunday school. Benches were 
turned over in the main hall, to provide classes. This meant the main 
hall was comfor tably full, 6-8 classes of various ages, plus infants, 
and seniors in the balcony. Most of the children came from the other 
side of Newpor t Road and walked to Sunday school. Only two 
people had cars at Minster at this time: Mr Percy Cruwys, the Sunday 
school superintendent, who was a commercial traveller and Mr Ron 
Thomas, who was an estate agent.

           
          
            

           
           

          
           
          

         
            

     

           
          
            

           
           

          
           
          

         
            

     

On Monday afternoon was the women’s meeting, run by the ladies 
who booked the speakers. On Tuesday, was the children’s meeting, 
held where we now have our coffee, known as the ‘lesser hall’: 
There was much fun, choruses, quizzes, Bible stories, prizes and the 
making sure that no child was left without being collected. On 
Saturday night was ‘The Cardiff Christian Rallies’ held in various 
gospel halls throughout the city. These were very well attended and 
notable speakers were invited to speak on various subjects. The 
numbers attending were mainly young people and many lifelong 
relationships were formed. A number of us met after the rally to 
discuss the speaker and his message. Minster also went out into the 
open air to preach the gospel in many streets around Minster and 
Broadway. 

http://www.minsterchristiancentre.org.uk
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Many folks listened, but when the television came in it became 
very ineffective, as people were reluctant to come out of their 
houses to listen. A team of young men went out on Sunday 
evenings to sing and preach the gospel around Cardiff and District. 
The Whitsun Treat was a highlight of the year. The whole church 
was galvanised into action for Whit Monday. All praying for a fine 
day, we took the Sunday school, plus parents to Heath Park for 
the day. It was a great opportunity to meet the parents, and 
witness. There was one large marquee, one double- decker bus, 
one lorry for swing and slide and coal for the boiler. There was a 
tug-o-war, a football match that went on all day, races for parents 
and children, a treasure hunt and a coconut-shy. Senior boys 
camped out Saturday and Sunday nights, ready for Monday. They 
were great days, and you felt like you had ran a marathon on the 
Monday evening. After the children left for home on the bus, all the 
gear had to be packed and stored away at Minster.

The main hall during the early days.

http://www.minsterchristiancentre.org.uk
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At one time Minster was left a legacy by a lady member. From this 
generous gift, all the floors were sanded and polished, a minibus 
was purchased and a television complete with video cassette player 
were bought. This was so highly valued that a security cupboard 
was built in the vestry to keep it safe. Both minibus and television 
were wellused for the many activities that the church was involved in 
and to build up the church and further the work of the gospel. In 
addition to Sunday school, children and young people’s meetings, 
we also ran Covenanters, junior and senior, for boys and girls. This 
was a national movement, inter-denominational and Bible based. 
The groups met on Sunday for Bible teaching and earned badges, 
such as ‘swordsman’ and ‘gold swordsman’, as they progressed in 
scrip- ture knowledge. They represented their groups in area and 
national competitions of all kinds; football, swimming, cross- 
country, Bible-reading and table tennis. Minster won the national 
football competition one year, and we had the national table tennis 
champion in our group. To take part in Games Night the young 
people had to be regular attenders at the Sunday meeting. As the 
years progressed, it was evident that Minster was an ageing church 
and resources were limited. The elders were aware of this and made 
it an urgent matter as they prayed for guidance regarding Minster’s 
future.

           
               

 

The Lord heard and answered our prayers. What happened and the 
direction in which we were led is the subject of a further article by Mr 
Peter Phelps.

http://www.minsterchristiancentre.org.uk
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Their 1994 phone call came out of the blue: “Could I informally meet 
some of the Minster Elders who had queries concerning the church 
I might be able to help them with?” I then met Eric Gray, the church 
founder’s son-in-law, Don Towler (Colin’s Father) and Ivor Howe the 
following Sunday evening. It was clear from their concern that these 
long serving Minster men were unsure what to do about its decline. 
Given my ignorance of the church, I was at a loss as to what to 
advise and offered to do a church survey that might clarify some 
choices open to them. They agreed, and, after conversations with 
individual members, I reported back to them in January 1995.

The survey suggested five options. These ranged from one: “To do 
nothing, and enjoy it while it lasts“, to five: “Make a Fresh-start, 
appoint a Pastor with leadership skills and change the church 
structure.” Months later I was invited to join them in order to imple- 
ment the Fresh-start option. Now being fully aware of the size and 
nature of the task, I thought the chances of success were slim. On 
the other hand, I was impressed by the qualities seen in the 
members and thought they had the motivation to cope. Challenges 
were not new to me and, feeling called to accept this one, retired 
from my business and joined Minster as a part-time, unpaid Pastor 
for one year, to be followed by an objective review. This was to 
prove an elastic commitment(!) and the role dominated my life, 
proving very stressful at times.

          
          

             
           

To have any chance of success, I knew a decisive start was 
needed to take advantage of ‘the honeymoon period.’

To give perspective on the differences between now and then. 
Weekly collections averaged £105 (less than the outgoings). Only 4 
adults were aged under 40, with 40% of the regulars being over 70 
- most in their 80‘s. Only 4 people were in paid employment.

http://www.minsterchristiancentre.org.uk
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The Elders agreed to postpone my Induction Service for several 
months and I used this interval for preparation. I canvassed local 
schools and outlets, met church leaders, and invited a small team 
to meet weekly to plan an open Community day on Saturday 14th 
October 1995, following my Induction Service set for the evening 
before. In opening up the main hall for these events we had to use 
a crowbar to get the rear partitions moving, Don Towler telling me 
that this was the first time they had been opened for over 30 years!

          
            

           
            

            
         

             
          

            
           

         
        

         
           

             
          

             
            

          
             

          
            

             

          
            

           
            

            
         

             
          

            
           

         
        

         
           

             
          

             
            

          
             

          
            

             

Both events went well, the Community day being crowded with 
children keen to meet the official ‘Postman Pat’ and Jess his cat, 
thanks to the influence of Len Davies a retired Post Office official.
Len was highly respected in Minster. We became close and his wise 
counsel and support were invaluable to me. The scale of reforms to 
services and programmes was considerable during Fresh Start and 
we can be grateful for the courage of the Minster family in sac- 
rificially carrying them through, not without pain at times. Gospel 
outreach is in Minsters DNA and the new church name and logo 
reflected this: ‘The Cross at the Centre’. We had active visitation 
programmes with a constant stream of special services, meals, 
musical events, holiday Bible clubs, ’Exploring Christianity’ groups 
and a well supported youth night. Operation Mobilisation (O.M.) 
evangelist, Jonathan Harris, was a great help to us throughout this 
period. He led our weekly ‘after school Bible club’ which was held in 
a classroom at Stacey Road school. Responsibility for these events 
fell upon the small number of people able and fit enough to conduct 
them. It was exhausting but lives were touched with the gospel. On 
approaching a visitor after Sunday service one morning, she greeted 
me with the words: “I am trying to find God, can you help me?”

There were tensions of course, more often than not involving 
secondary matters such a disposing of the pews in favour of chairs 
etc. I was once torn off a strip by a dear lady because after 70 years

http://www.minsterchristiancentre.org.uk


 

 

 

 

Minster Christian Centre 90th Anniversary Edition 13
14th October 2017

            
     

          
         

            
            

          
         

             
             

          
          
            

              
             

           

          
          

             
          

            
             

              
            

           
            

          
          
          
 

          
          

             
          

            
             

              
            

           
            

          
          
          

          
          

             
          

            
             

              
            

           
            

          
          
         

          
          

             
          

            
             

              
            

           
            

          
          
        

          
         

            
            

          
         

             
             

          
          
            

              
             

           

            
          

             

          
         

            
            

          
         

             
             

          
          
            

              
             

           

            
      

            
          

             

          
         

            
            

          
         

             
             

          
          
            

              
             

           

            
          

             

             
    

of using cold water, she didn’t think that adding hot water to the 
toilet wash-basins was necessary!

            
          

             

          
          

           
             

          
          

              
            

          
         

             
             

             
          

A small number of people did leave the church, and we missed 
them and their valued contributions. Given the degree of challenge 
inherent in the changes of that time, I am surprised it was so few.

          
          

           
             

          
          

              
            

          
         

             
             

             
          

Meeting Rev. Peter Baker of Highfields church over coffee proved 
eventful. Mentioning the frustration of working from home without a 
Church office, he was persuaded to see an ideal resource that 
Minster could offer. There and then I brought him to Minster to show 
him the spacious upstairs balcony area. He was impressed and 
Highfields agreed to share the conversion costs, around £2,500 in 
total, using it as joint church offices, until such times as they had a 
building of their own. Removing the tiered floor, we used the timber 
to construct two Pastoral offices alongside each other, the large 
remaining space becoming a general shared office area. The 
construction was not without a minor mishap for me. In work- ing as 
the builders lackey, my foot slipped off a joist with the floor exposed 
and, with a loud yelp, I suddenly shrank as one leg went right 
through the ceiling of what is now the coffee lounge below!

Peter Baker and the Highfields leadership were generous in their 
encouragement and support to us and Minster gained far more than 
a paying tenant, friends and allies, we gained a partner in the 
gospel. Several joint attempts to persuade people to leave High- 
fields for Minster failed miserably but they agreed to one final ef- fort. 
I well remember Peter Baker saying to me: “Peter, this has to be the 
last throw of the dice.” It proved to be the breakthrough that 
secured our continued existence as a church. We set up a Strate- 
gic Planning Team - ‘SPLAT’, eight people from both churches, who 
agreed the kind of church that Minster needed to become in order 
to attract a significant number of Highfields people to join them. 
‘SPLAT’ set out a clear blueprint for Minster’s future with specific 
measures of success or failure of the project.

http://www.minsterchristiancentre.org.uk
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These included at least 20 Highfields people signing up for it within 
three months, an average attendance of 60 adults, minimum weekly 
offerings of £250 and the appointment of a full time Pastor a.s.a.p. If 
this was not achieved within one year, the church should graciously 
admit defeat and disband. Immediate credibility was given to the 
initiative when the Highfields contingent of ‘SPLAT’ - including John 
Kendall and Matthew Todd, were the first to put their names down 
and the target of 20 was reached - just!

          
             

             
           

            
             

    

The intense, mould-breaking era of Fresh-start was about to give 
way to a no less eventful, albeit calmer period of growth and con- 
solidation that was to ensure Minster’s future but it had been a close 
run thing! February 6th 1999 marked a momentous occasion in the 
history of the church, as we welcomed ‘the 20’ with open arms, 
sincere gratitude - and a huge sigh of relief! John Kendall now takes 
up the ongoing Minster story.

Minster being built in 1927
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We asked some regular minster members what Minster Christian 
Centre meant to them. We had some great responces...
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John Kendall

             
           
           

              
          

       

           
           
           

           
          

         
             

            
           

          
  

          
       

           
          

           
           

           
          

        
           

          
          

            
           

Until recently, it hadn’t dawned on me that, just as I was begin- 
ning a part-time post as Church Worker at Highfields in October 
1995, Peter Phelps was also beginning his role as part-time Pastor 
at Minster. At the time I was quite unaware of how, in God’s provi- 
dence, this ‘coincidence’ of new ministries would impact not only 
my life, but the lives of many others.

I began my work with Highfields, while also teaching part-time at 
the theological college at Bryntirion, at a time of massive change 
and upheaval for the congregation. Within a year of Peter Baker’s 
arrival as Pastor in October 1994, the church had rapidly outgrown 
its rented premises on Allensbank Road. So from January 1996 
until June 1997, the congregation endured a wandering existence 
until it was able to settle at the current site on Monthermer Road. 
During this time we met at various venues around the city, some- 
times with very short notice of change. Amazingly, despite this dis- 
ruption and the logistical difficulties, the church continued to grow 
at a pace.

          
       

           
          

           
            

          
          

         
          

          
           

           
           

During this transitional period for Highfields, and for some time 
afterwards, Minster provided office accommodation for Highfields 
and the two Peters, Phelps and Baker, developed a strong working 
relationship. Indeed, it soon became clear that both pastors were 
keen to see the burgeoning Highfields congregation as a means of 
rejuvenating the faithful but fading work of the gospel at Minster. By 
the beginning of 1997, the leaders of both congregations were 
engaged in concerted discussions and prayer. Soon, plans for a 
way forward were mutually agreed and enthusiastically presented to 
the churches, complete with a promotional video. The hope was 
that, by June, with ongoing support from Highfields’ preachers and 
musicians, there would be a significant core of active Highfields folk 
willing to grasp this opportunity for the gospel and transfer to 
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Minster, injecting a new impetus into the work. … Sadly, the 
proposals were met with little enthusiasm from the Highfields 
congrega- tion, and by the time of the move to Monthermer Road 
that summer, the Minster project appeared to be dead and buried.

          
          

          
           

          
         

          
            
           

           
           
            

          
             

             
            

          
               
              

          

Peter Phelps, however, was not a man who was easily 
discouraged. He continued to work tirelessly on Minster’s behalf to 
build closer links between the congregations. By January 1998, the 
churches were operating joint home groups and were engaged in a 
number of shared activities. By February, a Strategic Planning and 
Action Team (amusingly known as SPLAT!), composed of leaders 
and members of both churches, was convened to review the 
situation at Minster and to propose a new way forward. As a 
member of SPLAT, this was a challenging time for me. Highfields 
was going through a vibrant period in its life with exciting 
opportunities on the horizon; my family and many of my key 
relationships were there; a major part of my ministry was there. The 
thought of moving to a small, struggling congregation like Minster 
was not at all a com- fortable idea. Yet, it was also becoming 
increasingly clear to me that here was a door of opportunity for the 
gospel that could not remain open for very much longer. The sense 
of responsibility and conviction grew. And I remembered the words 
of Jesus, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit.” It was a call to follow in the Master’s footsteps.

          
            

           
            

           
             

          
   

After much prayer and discussion over the following months, a 
fresh plan of action was agreed by the leaders of both churches 
and approved by the congregation at Minster. Three of the High- 
fields SPLAT team – myself, Matt Todd and Lydia Morey – commit- 
ted ourselves to joining Minster if another twenty people would join 
us for at least one year. The plan was presented to the Highfields 
congregation in late November 1998 and this time was received 
with significant positive interest.
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Thankfully, by the deadline at the end of January 1999, the requisite 
number were signed up: David Beard; Jo Bramall; Jo Case; Nicola 
Clark; Esther Harris; Andrew and Pat Harrison; Matthew Holt; Ed- 
ward, Carol and Alun Mills; Justine Nola; Ann Parry; Sarah Pearce; 
Katherine Pearson; Heulwen Pritchard; Rhys Taylor; Sue Tomkins; 
Jonathan Turner; Alan Underwood and Huw Williams. And so, with 
grateful thanks to God, on the first Sunday of February 1999, Min- 
ster began a new chapter of its life.

From these relatively small beginnings, our hope and prayer as 
church leaders was to see a viable worshipping, nurturing and wit- 
nessing community develop. We focussed on our Sunday morn- 
ing gatherings, aiming to provide engaging and relevant expository 
preaching of the Scriptures and to combine the best of tradition- al 
and contemporary patterns of worship. While I’m not sure we 
achieved all that we hoped for in these respects, from early on the 
congregation began to grow. Soon we were joined by Ulrika 
Paulus, Tim Price, Corrine Nelms and Rhiannon Rees. Later in the 
year, the Hope-Gill family arrived and settled with us. Seeds of new 
growth were beginning to sprout.

Humanly speaking, I think this remarkable turn-around hinged on 
two key factors. Firstly, there was the gospel-hearted willingness of 
the early reinforcements to move out of the comfort-zone of ex- 
isting friendships in a large, well-resourced church with a range of 
highly-gifted ministries to join a congregation which seemingly had 
a lot less to offer them. Secondly, and very significantly, was the 
gospel-motivated readiness of the ageing Minster congregation to 
embrace change and to offer a deep and genuine warmth of wel- 
come to the newcomers. Human factors, yes; but in them and be- 
hind the scenes, God was quietly but powerfully at work.

http://www.minsterchristiancentre.org.uk
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The early months of this “church transplant” were, nevertheless, not 
entirely easy for everyone. Many of the volunteers from Highfields’ 
large congregation simply did not know one another and it takes 
time to establish new networks of Christian friendship and support. 
There was also a measure of culture-shock in moving from a large, 
dynamic church to the slower, more mundane pace of a small con- 
gregation. And, for some, high expectations of rapid transformation 
and growth needed to be moderated. During that period I learned 
many lessons that have continued with me in church life:
•Be prayerful and dependent on the Lord.
•Keep the ‘big picture’ in mind at all times, so that the main thing -- 
the gospel -- remains the main thing.

         
          

•Recognise and focus on the strengths of the people and sit- 
uation that God has actually given you to work with, not on some 
hypothetical ideal.

•Encourage a long-term perspective; build morale by cele- brating 
milestones and focussing on the positives with thanksgiving to 
God.

•Work to foster a welcoming culture.
•Be ready for challenges and disappointments; be flexible where 
possible; hold firm on core issues; hold your nerve on mat- ters 
beyond your control.

         

One of the challenges we faced early on was a financial one. While 
Minster was now in a position to meet its own expenses and offer 
some financial support to those beyond its walls, it really wasn’t at 
all clear how we were going to be able to support a full-time pastor 
in the near future. Yet, over the months, as we prayed and mulled 
over the monthly accounts, God provided through his people and 
by the Spring of 2000 preliminary moves were afoot in seeking a 
pastor for Minster.

                           •As you serve, be prepared to bear a personal cost.
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One of my 2nd year students at Bryntirion at the time was a Scot 
by the name of Alex Collins. I’d been impressed by his down-to-
earth Christian maturity, his warm pastoral heart and his preaching 
skills. With the agreement of the other Minster elders, I thought it 
would be good to get him acquainted with the church and to fit him 
in to the preaching programme. And so began the process of 
calling Minster’s first full-time pastor.

In October 2000, the Minster elders began preliminary talks with 
Alex. He in turn began a series of visits to Minster, preaching on a 
number of Sundays on which he was warmly received. By the end 
of March 2001, firmly convinced that Alex was God’s man for Min- 
ster, the elders made a unanimous recommendation to the church 
that we should call him to be our Pastor. This recommendation was 
met with the firm and joyful acceptance of the congregation. And 
so, in the autumn after completing his ministerial training, on 13th 
October 2001, Alex Collins was ordained and inducted into pastoral 
ministry at Minster Christian Centre. It was a day to thank God for.

The sixteen years that have followed have seen many, many en- 
couragements as lives have been transformed by the good news of 
Jesus. So much could be said, but little by little the church has 
grown. It has provided a formative model of church life for those 
who have moved elsewhere and has been a helpful training ground 
for a number of folk who now serve in various forms of Christian 
ministry. Beyond this, the church has maintained an expansive mis- 
sional perspective far beyond its immediate locality, with partners in 
far-flung places such as Papua New Guinea, the Arab world, It- aly 
and Serbia, as well as here in the UK, particularly through the 
student work of UCCF and Friends International. Life in a small-ish 
congregation, while once a daunting challenge for me, has become 
a deep and lasting joy. And to see something of God’s work among 
us as a community over the past eighteen years has been a thing
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of wonder. For Minster has been a community where, in the ordi- 
nary, frail and fleeting lives of its members, the glorious hope of the 
gospel shines out to a needy world. As the church celebrates its 
ninetieth anniversary, we pray that by God’s grace this will continue 
for many, many years to come.
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Wednesdays at 7:30pm
Sunday at 10:30am & 6:00pm

MINSTER CHRISTIAN CENTRE

Service Times

(2nd, 4th and 5th in each month)

2 Sturminster Road, Roath, Cardiff CF23 5AQ
http://www.minsterchristiancentre.org.uk
Pastor Alex Collins: 07748 301 557
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