
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

         
 
 

 
  



SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WEEKLY CELEBRATION OF THE RESURRECTION 

5th Sunday in Lent       March 18, 2018 
 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
The threefold discipline of Lent 

Prayer… for the good of our souls 
Fasting… for the good of our bodies 

Almsgiving… for the good of our neighbor 
 

GATHERING AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 

WELCOME AND TIME OF GREETING 
Pouring of the Water 
Congregational Response (Hymn No. 692, refrain)       Spirit Open My Heart 

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. As you love may I love, 
In receiving and in giving. Spirit, open my heart. 
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
All: slow to anger and abounding in love. 
One: The law of the Lord revives the soul; 
All: the word of God makes the simple wise. Let us worship God. 
 

*HYMN No. 475       Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

*INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 … forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
 

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 

God our Redeemer, we confess that we are people of ashes and dust. 
You gave us Your law to guide us, but we seek the wisdom of the world. 

You made us a temple of living stones, but we dishonor the body of Christ. Forgive us, 
God of grace. Instruct us in our foolishness and strengthen us in our 

weakness so that we may be holy and whole; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Hear us in the silence, where there is always more to say… 

 

Sung Response (Hymn No. 604)   Lamb of God 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, You take away 
the sin of the world; grant us peace; grant us peace. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
One: In the name of Jesus Christ, and by the power of the Spirit at work within us, 

we are forgiven. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 



*Congregational Response (Hymn No. 441; vs. 1)     Hear the Good News of Salvation 
Hear the good news of salvation: Jesus died to show God’s love. 
Such great kindness! Such great mercy! Come to us from heaven above. 
Jesus Christ, how much I love you! Jesus Christ, you save from sin! 
How I love you! Look upon me. Love me still and cleanse within. 

 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
 

ANTHEM           When I Survey the Wondrous Cross           arr. Gilbert Martin 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

SCRIPTURE      Psalm 51:1-12      page 452 
 

SERMON      Lenten Cobwebs            Alexandra Mauney 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*HYMN No. 435       There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.09) 
God’s reconciling act in Jesus Christ is a mystery which the Scriptures describe in various ways. It is 
called the sacrifice of a lamb, a shepherd’s life given for his sheep, atonement by a priest; again it is 
ransom of a slave, payment of debt, vicarious satisfaction of a legal penalty, and victory over the 
powers of evil. These are expressions of a truth which remains beyond the reach of all theory in the 
depths of God’s love for humankind. They reveal the gravity, cost, and sure achievement of God’s 
reconciling work. 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 
Musical Offering          Tapestry on Be Thou My Vision     arr. Janet Linker 

Hand Bell Choir 
*Doxology (Hymn No. 1; vs. 4)         Holy, Holy, Holy 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea. Holy, 
holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three persons blessed Trinity! 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH AND PRAYER 
 

*HYMN No. 724         O Jesus, I Have Promised 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (Hymn No. 541, v. 1)   God Be With You Till We Meet Again 
God be with you till we meet again; loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
with a shepherd's care enfold you: God be with you till we meet again. 

 

POSTLUDE

 
We thank Beti Strobeck for her contribution of bulletin cover art for the Lenten season. 
 

The Call to Worship and Prayer of Confession are reprinted by permission from Call to 
Worship © 2017 Office of Theology and Worship PC (USA). 
 
 



Today we welcome Alexandra Mauney as our guest preacher. Alexandra is a second-year Master of Divinity student 
at Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, GA. Originally from Greenville, S.C., Alexandra moved to Minnesota for 
college where she fell in love with the snowy Midwest and completed a Bachelor of Music degree in Church Music 
and Pipe Organ Performance from St. Olaf College. Her time spent at St. Olaf and in two summer internships at First 
Presbyterian Church in Greer helped her to discern a call to ordained pastoral ministry, leading her to seminary. 
Aside from her studies, Alexandra enjoys baking, teaching voice lessons, and hiking with friends in the Georgia 
mountains. 

 

 
THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE (3/18/2018-3/24/2018) 

 

Sunday 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
 10:00 a.m. Church School 

 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 

Monday 5:00 p.m. Finance Committee 
 6:30 p.m. Handbells 

 

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. - noon Parish Nurse 
 2:30 p.m. Health & Wellness 
 3:00 p.m. Parkinson Group 

 

Wednesday 12:00 noon Lenten Worship and Lunch 
 Preacher: Deedie Marshall, Ascension Episcopal          Location: New Hope UMC 
  5:30 p.m. Fellowship Potluck 
 7:00 p.m. Choir 

 

Thursday 12:00 noon BB&B 
 

Liturgist: Peggy Fouts 
 

Worship Attendance 3/11/18 9:00 AM: 30; 11:00 AM: 129; total 159 
 

To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation. You are invited 
to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we provide. Please let us know if we can 
serve you in any way. We also extend an invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we offer a 
series of Inquirer's Classes that explore the meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian 
tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged to participate in these classes. If you are 

interested in conversation about membership, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy Morris or call the church 
office at 882-2505 at any time. 
 

 Hearing amplification units and large print hymnals are available in the narthex or speak to an usher. 
 During both worship services, a nursery is provided for small children through age 5. The nursery is located in the 

lower level of the educational building. For directions, please see an usher. 
 CDs of the services, including sermon, are available. We ask $1.00 to cover the cost of CDs. You can also hear 

sermons on our website: www.sprez.org. 
 The church office often communicates with the congregational family via email, including a weekly email update 

each Friday afternoon. If you wish to receive those updates and currently are not, please send an email from your 
email address to senecachurch@bellsouth.net asking to be added to the email update list. 

 On Sunday mornings, the entire parking lot off of Oak St. is reserved for handicapped persons and those needing 
ease of access. Please leave these spaces for our friends who are counting on them being available. 

 Please remember the church in your will. 
 

Adams, Byrd, and Endowment Funds: Early each calendar year, the Adams, Byrd, and Endowment Fund Committee 
meets to recommend distribution of the earnings from these three funds from the prior calendar year. 
Recommendations are made to the Session, which has final approval. The Adams Fund income is designated for 
church missions and capital improvements. The Byrd Fund income is designated for local mission and world-wide 
mission, and serious consideration shall be given to both by the committee. The Endowment Fund income is 
designated for church missions and/or major capital improvements. If you have suggestions for the distribution of 
these funds, please let us know by April 9, 2018. You can send the information via email to 
senecachuch@bellsouth.net or by leaving a note in the church office.  Be sure to include as much information about 
the suggested recipient as possible, including why you think they should be considered. Thanks! 
 

 

mailto:senecachuch@bellsouth.net


Prayer Requests 
 

Church Family: Melinda Arrington, Barney Allgood, Sue Anders, Betty and Jack Arnold, Reid Arnold, Lucy Ballenger, 
Rick Black, Larry Harmon, David Hartman, Leon Hotz, Martha Holleman, Larry Kolze, Janet May, Mary Ann Nuttall, Cal 
Reinking, Meg Shull, Bob Simpson, Garland Smith, and Bill Thompson. 
 

Extended Church Family: Corey Arnold (friend of the church), Kathy Bryson, Dave Bullock (friend of Susan & Larry 
Goebel), James Carter (friend of James Gaines), Margie Creel (mother of Lewis Creel), Julie Doucet (Paul LaRoche’s 
sister), Gretchen Driscoll (sister of Susan Goebel), Norman Faircloth (brother of Merilyn Moss), Phillip Gaines (son of 
James Gaines), Jonathan Gimber (cousin of Matthew Rannou), Estelle Harmon (Larry Harmon’s mother), Evans Harris 
(husband of Pat Harris), Joe Kahl (friend of Bob Norton), Linda Kelly (cousin of Elaine Williams), Myrt Klein (friend of 
Don & Norma Liebenberg), Stacy Kloc (Vicki Andy’s girlfriend’s daughter-in-law), Dorothy Lee (cousin of James 
Gaines), Ken Lehner (Noel Lehner’s brother), Sarah Lehner (Noel & Betty Lehner’s daughter), Robert Leitner, Sr. 
(father-in-law of Maria Leitner), Bill & Eileen Mansfield (dear friends of Joan Riley), Peggy Lee (friends of Jon & Nancy 
Young), Billy Jo Nichols (friend of James Gaines), Ina Diehl-Pansegrau (German “adopted” daughter of Nancy & Don 
Clayton), Gregory Rigby (brother of Cecil Rigby), Bryn Riley, eight-year-old daughter of McKenzie and Amy Riley (E/Flo 
Riley, grandparents), Miriam Saggus (Pat Huggins mom), Bobbie Jean Robinson (friend of James Gaines), Fermon 
Robinson (friend of James Gaines), Megan Rothwell (good friend of Rob and Maria Leitner), Mary Walker (Carol 
Shively’s mother), Susan Watt (teacher of Walhalla High School & friend of Linda Hostetler) and Bob Willard (Elaine 
Williams’ nephew). 
 

Those Serving in the Military: CDR Patrick O’Mara (Don & Cindi Lesley’s son-in-law); Master Chief USN J. J. Johnson 
(Bill and Carolyn Palmer’s son-in-law); Kenny Alex (friend of Cal and Jean Reinking and grandson of Joan Callahan), to 
be deployed to Syria. 
 

Special request for Prayer: Police Officer Lieutenant Mark Malueg (son-in-law of Margaret & Lynn Trainer) 
 

Note: Please let the church office know of updates to the prayer list. 
*name added this week 
 

A Prayer for Bangladesh 
12 March 2018 

Compassionate and merciful God, we give you thanks for your healing grace in the life of Smrity, a 12-year-old Hindu 
girl in Bangladesh.  Last month, just ten days after her father’s sudden death, she came down with a severe case of 
typhoid fever that threatened her life.  At her lowest point, teetering on the brink of an emotional and physical 
catastrophe, she gathered all her strength and persevered through fourteen days of intravenous antibiotics to regain 
her health.  Lord, you see the needs of your beloved children, and you help them.  Thank you for healing Smrity. We 
lift up our grateful hearts to you in the name of Christ the Savior.  Amen. 
 

MISSING COMMUNION TABLECLOTH - We are missing one of our special Communion table cloths. These cloths are 
very precious to us as they have been donated by SPC families. If you have borrowed this cloth, or know the 
whereabouts of the cloth, please contact Jan Crismore at 973-8056. Your assistance will be greatly appreciated. 
Thank You. 
 
The Congregational Nominating Committee is responsible for nominating persons to serve on the Pastor 
Nominating Committee. They are seeking suggestions from the congregation of those who should be considered for 
this important duty. You may send your suggestions to Lewis Creel (Elder and Moderator), Jan Palmer (Elder), Natalie 
Schwartz (Deacon); Jan Crismore, Pam Hagan, Lyn Norton, or Lynn Trainer (at large members). The CNC will present 
their nominees for the PNC at a congregational meeting where the congregation will vote on the final PNC. That 
meeting will be called when the CNC has completed their work and will be announced to the congregation with at 
least two weeks notice.  

 

Bob Simpson is a member of this congregational family and friend to many. He has been battling a rare type of colon 
cancer for over two years. Bob lost his medical insurance last fall when he was unexpectedly dropped from coverage. 
A benefit fundraiser for Bob and Debbie is planned for this Saturday, March 24, at Triple D Racks Sports Bar (1284 S. 
Highway 11, Walhalla) from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. The fundraiser includes a silent auction and bake sale. If anyone 
would like to contribute an item for the bake sale, you can contact Debbie directly at 864-557-0470. Both Bob and 
Debbie appreciate your support. 

 
 

Young Adults/young families will be meeting again on 
March 19 at 6:00 p.m. at the Seneca Bowling Alley. 



Christian Education Study Opportunities 
The Christian Education Committee offers many opportunities for study throughout the week. These include the 
sessions listed below. Full descriptions of these opportunities can be found at www.sprez.org. 

On Sunday Mornings 
 Children’s Sunday School meets downstairs in the Craft Room. For more information, contact Ann Smith 973-

8967 asmith124@att.net or Susan Caldwell 882-7916 sccaldwell11@bellsouth.net. 
 The Sara Davis Stribling Class is a women's Bible study group using The Present Word and meets in the Sara Davis 

Stribling classroom (office hallway). Contact person: Jane Thomas, 882-1202. 
 The Men's Bible Study meets in the youth room downstairs in Archie Barron Hall and is using The Present Word 

curriculum as a guide for their study. Contact person: Louis Holleman, 885-0922 louischolleman@bellsouth.net. 
 The Koinonia Class is studying the video series The History of Christian Theology. They meet in the Koinonia 

classroom (office hallway). Contact person: Dan Toole, 364-4846. 
 The Open Door Class is for men and women. Their study resource is The Wired Word. Topics change weekly. 

Email Bonnie Andruszka at bandruszka@gmail.com or call 973-8008 to receive information about upcoming 
plans. They meet in the library. 

 
Through the Week 

 Brown Bag and Bible Study Group (BB&B) meets at noon each Thursday in the Sara Davis Stribling classroom. 
Their Lenten study is the last week of the earthly life of Jesus, from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. Resources for 
the study are the Gospel of Mark and The Last Week by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan.  You are 
welcome to bring lunch. Contact person: Becky Drew 888-3409 rebeccadrew@bellsouth.net. 

Each of these classes is open to new participants and welcomes visitors at any time. Please consider these 
opportunities, choose one that meets your needs or piques your interest, and then visit to find out more. 
 
An Invitation: Trinity United Methodist Church in Anderson invites you to experience their Journey to the 
Resurrection – an interactive biblical “walk-through drama” of the events of Holy Week. This project offers a hand-on 
marketplace experience with crafts, food, and animals. It will be presented on March 22-March 25. For exact 
reservation times, consult their website: www.trinityanderson.com. Women from this congregation are helping with 
our Days for Girls project and wanted to share this opportunity with us. 
 
 
Visit Thornwell Home for Children: The long awaited trip is coming as we head together in a van to Thornwell on 
Saturday, April 21st. Full details about this trip can be found on the church website (www.sprez.org) under What’s 
Happening. Join us for an enlightening, touching day and fun trip together. Space on the van is limited to 15 people 
so sign up today. 
 

Name/s ____________________________________ # Going ______ Phone ______________ 
 

We are going to have a spring garden again this year for Easter flowers. Unfortunately, hydrangeas will not be 
available, but we do offer lilies, dark pink azaleas, and assorted colors of tulips. Please make your wishes known 
before the deadline of March 26th. Thank you!!!! 
 

Yes, I would like to put flowers in the sanctuary for Easter: 
 

Lilies             $17.00    # _______________   $ _____________ 
 

Azaleas        $12.00    # _______________   $ _____________ 
 

Tulips           $10.00    # _______________   $ _____________ 
 

I would like to place these in the sanctuary in memory of/in honor of (circle one): 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

They’re Back From the Border .... They Have a Story to Tell! 
Recently returned from their trip to the Arizona/Mexico border with the Presbytery Team, Natalie Schwartz and 
Donna Beebe will be the featured speakers at the Fellowship Potluck this Wednesday, March 21, 5:30 p.m. Don’t 
forget to make your reservation and plan on bringing a delicious addition to the buffet table....maybe your favorite 
Tex-Mex dish. 
 

Fellowship Potluck on March 21, 5:30 p.m. 
 

Name __________________________________________________How Many: ___________ 

http://www.sprez.org/
mailto:asmith124@att.net
mailto:sccaldwell11@bellsouth.net
mailto:louischolleman@bellsouth.net
mailto:bandruszka@gmail.com
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