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A PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
Lord of all creation, encountering your presence has always been followed by the message “Do not be 
afraid.” In this place remove any sense of routine, that we indeed might be filled with awe and reverential 
fear. Then enable us to experience your love and out of that profound love to go forth renewed to serve you 
in our daily lives with radical courage and compassion. Amen. 

 

GATHERING AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 

WELCOME AND TIME OF GREETING 
 Pouring of the Water 
 Congregational Response: Hymn 488 (verse 4)  I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry 
 I was there to hear your borning cry; I’ll be there when you are old. 
 I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF CHURCH LIFE 
(Please sign the Friendship Pad, but do not tear off or place in offering plate.) 
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   (Congregation reads bold print) 
“Fear not,” said Jesus, “for I am with you,” 
Be not dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with my victorious right hand. 
I am the first and the last, and the living one; I died, and behold I am alive forever more. 
Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
Let us worship God! 

 

*HYMN No. 49        The God of Abraham Praise 
 

*INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (Page 35, front of Hymnal) 
                (…forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.) 
 

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
Call to Confession 

 Prayers of Confession 
Faithful God, it is easier for us to speak and sing of trusting you than it is to live by that trust in the 
realities of daily life. Too often trust turns to anxieties when we cannot see beyond the horizon of our 
experiences. We cling to the comfortable and resist change. The unknown tends to create fear rather 
than excitement of new possibilities. Loving God, our sin is not in having these feelings, but in failure 
to act in trust in spite of them. Forgive us for this lack of trust in you. By your Spirit restore our courage 
and confidence that is rooted in your love, mercy and power. 

           [Moment for Personal Silent Confession] 
 

Sung Response: (Hymn No. 604)  Lamb of God 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace; grant 
us peace. 



Assurance of Pardon 
In the name of Jesus Christ, and by the power of the Spirit at work within us, we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Congregational Response: (Hymn No. 581)    Glory Be to the Father 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

ANTHEM                 Awake, My Soul and Sing        Allen Pote 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

SCRIPTURE READING  Genesis 17:1-8  Page 11 
 

SERMON Beyond the Door  Richard W. Caldwell 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*HYMN No.   51  To Abraham and Sarah 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) 
“We confess we are heirs of the story of God's work in the world. We are charged to remember our 
past, to be warned and encouraged by it, but not to live it again. Now is the time of our testing as 
God's story with the church moves forward through us. We are called to live now as God's servants in 
the service of people everywhere. God has not taken us out of the world, but has sent us into the 
world to worship and serve him there."1 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 
Musical Offering    Pachelbel’s Canon in D  arr. by Linker/McFadden 

      Handbell Choir 
 *Doxology (Hymn No. 609) 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures high and low. 
   Alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit One. Alleluia! 

 *Prayer of Dedication 
 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH AND PRAYER 
 

*HYMN No. 541    God Be with You Till We Meet Again 
 

*CHARGE and BENEDICTION 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: Hymn # 765   May the God of Hope Go with Us 
 May the God of hope go with us every day, filling all our lives with love, 
 and joy and peace. 
 May the God of justice speed us on our way, bringing light and hope to 
 every land and race. 
 Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all; 
 Working for a world that’s new; faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 
 

*RETURNING INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE 
 

POSTLUDE: 
 

* Let those who are able stand    1. From "A Declaration of Faith" 



THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE (4/29/2018-5/5/2018) 
 

Sunday 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
 10:00 a.m. Church School 

  11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 

Monday 6:30 p.m. Handbells 
 

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. - noon Parish Nurse 
 10:15 a.m. Circle 2 

 

Wednesday 5:30 p.m. Circle 6 
 7:00 p.m. Choir 
 

Thursday 12:00 noon BB&B 
 

Flowers are placed in the sanctuary by Ellen Hotz to celebrate the life God gave me 64 years ago. 
 

Liturgist: Noel Lehner 
 

Combined Worship Attendance 4/22/18 total 117 
 

To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation. You are invited 
to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we provide. Please let us know if we can 
serve you in any way. We also extend an invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we offer a 
series of Inquirer's Classes that explore the meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian 
tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged to participate in these classes. If you are 

interested in conversation about membership, do not hesitate to call the church office at 882-2505 at any time. 
 

 

 Hearing amplification units and large print hymnals are available in the narthex or speak to an usher. 
 During both worship services, a nursery is provided for small children through age 5. The nursery is located in 

the lower level of the educational building. For directions, please see an usher. 
 CDs of the services, including sermon, are available. We ask $1.00 to cover the cost of CDs. You can also hear 

sermons on our website: www.sprez.org. 
 The church office often communicates with the congregational family via email, including a weekly email 

update each Friday afternoon. If you wish to receive those updates and currently are not, please send an email 
from your email address to senecachurch@bellsouth.net asking to be added to the email update list. 

 On Sunday mornings, the entire parking lot off of Oak St. is reserved for handicapped persons and those 
needing ease of access. Please leave these spaces for our friends who are counting on them being available. 

 Please remember the church in your will. 
 

After the service, and if you are able, please exit the sanctuary following 
Nancy and Richard through the front door on the way to the reception. 

All are invited to the reception. 
 

Mark your Calendar! 
 

What:   Gentle Tai Chi Class ($2.00 donation appreciated) 
Where: Seneca Presbyterian Church – Barron Hall Downstairs/Forus Room 
Classes are being planned for the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month at 1:30 
till 2:00 p.m. Barron Hall has an elevator. 
 

Come out to hear the Madrigal Singers of Seneca High School and support the Historic Old Pickens church and 
courthouse site. The singers will be in concert today at 2:30 p.m. The Old Pickens site is located on Highway 183 
next to Duke Energy. This event is part of the sesquicentennial celebration of Oconee and Pickens Counties. 
 

Mother’s Day Offering 
Help us celebrate Mother's Day by participating in the Mother's Day offering to be collected May 13th. This 
offering supports charitable care at the five Presbyterian Communities of South Carolina, celebrating "60 Years 
Young" of caring for the older adults who live in these communities. Even when a resident has saved prudently for 
retirement, a costly medical crisis or exceptionally long life can deplete his or her savings. In any given year, 5-7% of 
the over 800 older adults living in these communities will need some level of financial assistance to remain living 
there. PCSC has been sustained for 60 years by faithful churches and individuals. Please consider participating in 
this offering and support this ministry of our older adults in our care. 



Saturday, May 26th 
Start cleaning your closets and storage rooms to collect donations for the SPC Yard Sale. Please take items to the 
Rough Room. 

 

Many thanks to all who so generously gave supplies for Thornwell Home for Children. Fourteen of us made the trip 
there last Saturday for an inspiring and informative tour, and we were happy to deliver the sheets, batteries, 
toiletries, kitchen towels, snacks, silverware, note cards, stamps and more! The parent-teachers and children there 
will use them well! Thank you!  (Richard and Susan Caldwell) 
 

Join us for an AMAZING week at Rolling River Rampage, SPC's Vacation Bible School. We will have a great time 
learning exciting Bible stories, playing awesome games, eating, making neat stuff in crafts, dancing to the music, 
and meeting “Romper the River Otter.” All this happens the week of July 9 – 13, from 9:00 am 'til noon each day. 
Please invite your children and grandchildren and the neighborhood kids to discover their strength in God! You can 
sign up on our web site sprez.org. See you there! 
 

Attention Church Members: If you have any children or grandchildren or great grandchildren 
graduating from any type of school, please give us the information below or write a short paragraph 
and return it to the church as soon as possible. We hope to have a page of graduates in the June 
Presby Press. 
 

 

SPC Member: _________________________________Name of Graduate: _________________________________ 
 

School/College: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

Degree and/or Major Field of Study: ____________________________________________ 

 

Christian Education Study Opportunities 
The Christian Education Committee offers many opportunities for study throughout the week. These include the 

sessions listed below. Full descriptions of these opportunities can be found at www.sprez.org. 

On Sunday Mornings 

 Children’s Sunday School meets downstairs in the Craft Room. For more information, contact Ann Smith 973-

8967 asmith124@att.net or Susan Caldwell 882-7916 sccaldwell11@bellsouth.net. 

 The Sara Davis Stribling Class is a women's Bible study group using The Present Word and meets in the Sara 

Davis Stribling classroom (office hallway). Contact person: Jane Thomas, 882-1202. 

 The Men's Bible Study meets in the youth room downstairs in Archie Barron Hall and is using The Present Word 

curriculum as a guide for their study. Contact person: Louis Holleman, 885-0922 louischolleman@bellsouth.net. 

 The Koinonia Class is studying the video series The History of Christian Theology. They meet in the Koinonia 

classroom (office hallway). Contact person: Dan Toole, 364-4846. 

 The Open Door Class is for men and women. Their study resource is The Wired Word. Topics change weekly. 

Email Bonnie Andruszka at bandruszka@gmail.com or call 973-8008 to receive information about upcoming 

plans. They meet in the library. 
 

Through the Week 

Brown Bag and Bible Study Group (BB&B) meets at noon each Thursday in the Sara Davis Stribling classroom. They 
are currently studying Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times by Adam Hamilton. For 
information, you may contact Becky Drew 888-3409 rebeccadrew@bellsouth.net. 
 

Each of these classes is open to new participants and welcomes visitors at any time. Please consider these 
opportunities, choose one that meets your needs or piques your interest, and then visit to find out more. 
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Prayer Requests 
 

The sympathy of the congregation is expressed to Jean Reinking in the death of her husband Calvin on Saturday, 
April 21, 2018. Please keep this family in your prayers. 
 

The sympathy of the congregation is expressed to Judy Kellner in the death of her sister. Please keep this family in 
your prayers. 
 

Church Family: Barney Allgood, Betty and Jack Arnold, Reid Arnold, Lucy Ballenger, Rick Black, *Michele Creel, 
Leroy Drew, Kathy Gerner, *Larry Hansen, David Hartman, Harry Hendershot, Leon Hotz, Martha Holleman, Larry 
Kolze, Janet May, Mary Ann Nuttall, Meg Shull, Bob Simpson, and Bill Thompson. 

 

Extended Church Family: Corey Arnold (friend of the church), Kathy Bryson, Dave Bullock (friend of Susan & Larry 
Goebel), *Conway Carter (Kathy McCants brother), James Carter (friend of James Gaines), *Jim Coil (son-in-law of 
Jean Reinking), Margie Creel (mother of Lewis Creel), Julie Doucet (Paul LaRoche’s sister), Gretchen Driscoll (sister 
of Susan Goebel), Norman Faircloth (brother of Merilyn Moss), Phillip Gaines (son of James Gaines), Jonathan 
Gimber (cousin of Matthew Rannou), Evans Harris (husband of Pat Harris), Joe Kahl (friend of Bob Norton), Linda 
Kelly (cousin of Elaine Williams), Myrt Klein (friend of Don & Norma Liebenberg), Stacy Kloc (Vicki Andy’s girlfriend’s 
daughter-in-law), Dorothy Lee (cousin of James Gaines), Ken Lehner (Noel Lehner’s brother), Sarah Lehner (Noel & 
Betty Lehner’s daughter), Robert Leitner, Sr. (father-in-law of Maria Leitner), Peggy Lee (friends of Jon & Nancy 
Young), Bill & Eileen Mansfield (dear friends of Joan Riley), Billy Jo Nichols (friend of James Gaines), Ina Diehl-
Pansegrau (German “adopted” daughter of Nancy & Don Clayton), Gregory Rigby (brother of Cecil Rigby), Bryn 
Riley, eight-year-old daughter of McKenzie and Amy Riley (E/Flo Riley, grandparents), Megan Rothwell (good friend 
of Rob and Maria Leitner), Miriam Saggus (Pat Huggins mom), Don Smathers (Donna Beebe’s father), Katie Smith 
(Robin’s Smith’s daughter in law), Bobbie Jean Robinson (friend of James Gaines), Fermon Robinson (friend of 
James Gaines), Mary Walker (Carol Shively’s mother), Susan Watt (teacher of Walhalla High School & friend of 
Linda Hostetler) and Bob Willard (Elaine Williams’ nephew). 
 

Those Serving in the Military: CDR Patrick O’Mara (Don & Cindi Lesley’s son-in-law); Master Chief USN J. J. Johnson 
(Bill and Carolyn Palmer’s son-in-law); Kenny Alex (friend of Cal and Jean Reinking and grandson of Joan Callahan), 
to be deployed to Syria. 
 

Special request for Prayer: Police Officer Lieutenant Mark Malueg (son-in-law of Margaret & Lynn Trainer) 
 

Note: Please let the church office know of updates to the prayer list. 
*name added this week 
 

A Prayer for Bangladesh 
22 April 2018 

O God, our Hope, we pray for Srijol, an eighteen-year-old woman in the village of Salbanda in rural northwestern 
Bangladesh. Fourteen years ago, as a happy four-year-old playing with her friends, she fell and broke her right arm; 
but she received no medical care. Within days, she developed a contracture of her fingers and wrist, sometimes 
seen after such breaks. Still receiving no medical care, she permanently lost the use of her hand, and as a result 
was never sent to school. Now a young woman, she is handicapped, illiterate, and carries much pain in her heart. 
Lord, only you have the power to save the world’s forsaken ones; only you can restore them to abundant life.  Look 
now upon Srijol, whose name means “Beautiful Water,” and claim her as your own, we pray in the name of Christ 
the Redeemer. Amen. 
 


