
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

         
 
 

 
  



WEEKLY CELEBRATION OF THE RESURRECTION 
First Sunday in Lent          February 18, 2018 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
The threefold discipline of Lent 

Prayer… for the good of our souls 
Fasting… for the good of our bodies 

Almsgiving… for the good of our neighbor 
 

GATHERING AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 

WELCOME AND TIME OF GREETING 
Pouring of the Water 
Congregational Response (Hymn No. 692, refrain)       Spirit Open My Heart 

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. As you love may I love, 
in receiving and in giving. Spirit, open my heart. 

 

OPENING VOLUNTARY     Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 
by Doane arr. Mary McDonald 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: Hear the promise of the Lord our God: 
All: I will bless you and make you a blessing. 
One: Hear the calling of the Lord Jesus Christ: 
All: Take up your cross and follow me. 
 

*HYMN No. 166   Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days 
 

*INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession (see insert) 
Sung Response (Hymn No. 604)   Lamb of God 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, You take away 
the sin of the world; grant us peace; grant us peace. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
One: In the name of Jesus Christ, and by the power of the Spirit at work within us, 

we are forgiven. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
*Congregational Response (Hymn No. 441; vs. 1)         Hear the Good News of Salvation 

Hear the good news of salvation: Jesus died to show God’s love. 
Such great kindness! Such great mercy! Come to us from heaven above. 
Jesus Christ, how much I love you! Jesus Christ, you save from sin! 
How I love you! Look upon me. Love me still and cleanse within. 

 
 



PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
 

ANTHEM             Come Down, O Love Divine 
by Ralph Vaughan Williams arr. P.R. Dietrich 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE            Mark 8:27 – 9:1             pages 820 
 
SERMON       The Second Calling             Nancy M. Morris 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*HYMN No. 718      Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Adapted from the PC-USA Study Catechism, Question 45) 

One: Why did Jesus have to suffer as he did? 
All: Because grace is more abundant—and sin more serious—than we suppose. 
 However cruelly we may treat one another, all sin is primarily against God. 
 God condemns sin, yet never judges apart from grace. 
 In giving Jesus Christ to die for us, God took the burden of our sin into God’s own 

self to remove it once and for all. 
 The cross in all its severity reveals an abyss of sin swallowed up by the suffering 

   of divine love. 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 
Musical Offering      O Lamm Gottes unschuldig         by J.S. Bach 

*Doxology (Hymn No. 1; vs. 4)          Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and 
sky and sea. Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH AND PRAYER 
 

*HYMN No. 187           Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (Hymn No. 541, v. 1)   God Be With You Till We Meet Again 
God be with you till we meet again; loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
with a shepherd's care enfold you: God be with you till we meet again. 

 

POSTLUDE        All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name                arr. John Innes

 
The Call to Worship is reprinted by permission from Call to Worship © 2014, 
Office of Theology and Worship PC (USA). 
 

We thank Beti Strobeck for her contribution of bulletin cover art. 
 
 
 
 



The Lenten devotions provided on the bulletin insert come from the Presbyterian Outlook 
and follow the revised common lectionary texts for the season. They are offered as an 
aid in your devotional practice and will be available weekly. 
 

The Session has called a congregational meeting for after the 11:00 service of worship on February 25. The 
purpose is to dissolve the pastoral relationship between Nancy Morris and Seneca Presbyterian Church, per 
her request, effective April 30, 2018. The Session’s Transition Team will also bring a report on the process of 
moving forward to provide pastoral leadership for this congregation. 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE (2/18/2018-2/24/2018) 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

 10:00 a.m. Church School 
 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 

Monday 5:00 p.m. Finance 
 6:30 p.m. Handbells 

 

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. - Noon Parish Nurse 
 2:30 p.m. Health & Wellness 
 3:00 p.m. Parkinson Group 

 

Wednesday 12:00 noon Lenten Worship and Lunch 
      Preacher: Father William Hearne, St. Paul the Apostle          Location: SPC 
 6:30 p.m. Choir 

 

Thursday 12:00 noon BB&B 
 

Liturgist: Chuck Kellner 
 

Flowers are placed in the sanctuary by Garland Smith in loving memory of Margaret Smith. 
 

Worship Attendance 2/11/18 9:00 AM: 46; 11:00 AM: 116; total 162 
 

To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation. You are invited 
to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we provide. Please let us know if we 
can serve you in any way. We also extend an invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we 
offer a series of Inquirer's Classes that explore the meaning of church membership in our 
Presbyterian tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged to participate in these 

classes. If you are interested in conversation about membership, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy Morris or 
call the church office at 882-2505 at any time. 
 

 Hearing amplification units and large print hymnals are available in the narthex or speak to an usher. 
 During both worship services, a nursery is provided for small children through age 5. The nursery is located in 

the lower level of the educational building. For directions, please see an usher. 
 CDs of the services, including sermon, are available. We ask $1.00 to cover the cost of CDs. You can also hear 

sermons on our website: www.sprez.org. 
 The church office often communicates with the congregational family via email, including a weekly email 

update each Friday afternoon. If you wish to receive those updates and currently are not, please send an email 
from your email address to senecachurch@bellsouth.net asking to be added to the email update list. 

 On Sunday mornings, the entire parking lot off of Oak St. is reserved for handicapped persons and those 
needing ease of access. Please leave these spaces for our friends who are counting on them being available. 

 Please remember the church in your will. 
 

 

As we enter the winter months, here’s a reminder for Sundays with snow. Check WYFF for closing information. We 
will post our information at that station ONLY. We will also post any changes on the web site, so you can check 
www.sprez.org. We try to make those decisions by Saturday evening, if possible. And let’s be grateful for the 
faithful volunteers who will shovel snow and clear pathways at the church for the rest of us! 

 
 

http://www.sprez.org/


Prayer Requests 
 

Church Family: Melinda Arrington, Barney Allgood, Sue Anders, Betty and Jack Arnold, Reid Arnold, Lucy Ballenger, 
Rick Black, Leon Hotz, Martha Holleman, Larry Kolze, Jacob Murr, Mary Ann Nuttall, Bob Porter, Cal Reinking, *Meg 
Shull, Bob Simpson, Garland Smith, Beti Strobeck. 
 

Extended Church Family: Corey Arnold (friend of the church), Kathy Bryson, Dave Bullock (friend of Susan & Larry 
Goebel), James Carter (friend of James Gaines), Jennifer Chastain (friend of Elizabeth Long), Margie Creel (mother 
of Lewis Creel), Julie Doucet (Paul LaRoche’s sister), Gretchen Driscoll (sister of Susan Goebel), Norman Faircloth 
(brother of Merilyn Moss), Phillip Gaines (son of James Gaines), Jonathan Gimber (cousin of Matthew Rannou), 
Estelle Harmon (Larry Harmon’s mother), Evans Harris (husband of Pat Harris), Joe Kahl (friend of Bob Norton), 
Linda Kelly (cousin of Elaine Williams), Myrt Klein (friend of Don & Norma Liebenberg), Stacy Kloc (Vicki Andy’s 
girlfriend’s daughter-in-law), Dorothy Lee (cousin of James Gaines), Ken Lehner (Noel Lehner’s brother), Sarah 
Lehner (Noel & Betty Lehner’s daughter), Robert Leitner, Sr. (father-in-law of Maria Leitner), Bill & Eileen Mansfield 
(dear friends of Joan Riley), Peggy Lee (friends of Jon & Nancy Young), Billy Jo Nichols (friend of James Gaines), Ina 
Diehl-Pansegrau (German “adopted” daughter of Nancy & Don Clayton), Mary Pirayesh (work colleague of Phil 
Morris), Gregory Rigby (brother of Cecil Rigby), Bryn Riley, eight-year-old daughter of McKenzie and Amy Riley 
(E/Flo Riley, grandparents), Bobbie Jean Robinson (friend of James Gaines), Fermon Robinson (friend of James 
Gaines), Mary Walker (Carol Shively’s mother), Susan Watt (teacher of Walhalla High School & friend of Linda 
Hostetler) and Bob Willard (Elaine Williams’ nephew). 
 

Those Serving in the Military: CDR Patrick O’Mara (Don & Cindi Lesley’s son-in-law); Master Chief USN J. J. Johnson 
(Bill and Carolyn Palmer’s son-in-law); Kenny Alex (friend of Cal and Jean Reinking and grandson of Joan Callahan), 
to be deployed to Syria. 
 

Special request for Prayer: Police Officer Lieutenant Mark Malueg (son-in-law of Margaret & Lynn Trainer) 
 

Note: Please let the church office know of updates to the prayer list. 
*name added this week 
 

A Prayer for Bangladesh 
12 February 2018 

 

O God of all life and joy, we give you thanks for the 150 nursing students at the Nursing Institute at Christian 
Mission Hospital in Rajshahi, Bangladesh, who this week pooled their spare money to take a picnic together at the 
site of a 15th-century mosque two hours away, near the border with India. After loading all the food and drinks 
onto their four hired buses, they set off, singing and dancing to their favorite songs all along the way. At the picnic 
site, they ate rice and curry prepared in cauldrons over fire pits as music blasted from loud speakers they had 
brought. To share in the fun, they invited the nursing school’s staff to come along (without whom they would not 
have been allowed to make the trip, anyway!). Lord, we thank you for the opportunities you have given to these 
young women and men who are learning how to bring joy as well as healing into the lives of the people to whom 
they have been called to minister. We lift our thankful hearts to you in the name of Christ the Savior.  Amen. 

 

Missions/Outreach collecting donations for the Homeless 
With so many cold nights, it is a more difficult winter than usual for the homeless in our community. There is great 
need for socks, cold medicine, scarves, gloves, and blankets to help keep bodies warm and healthy. Any donations 
of any size would be greatly appreciated. Please bring them to the church and place them in the bin available in 
Knohl Hall. All donations will be given to Our Daily Rest for distribution to their clients and to those in need who 
stop by requesting these items. Thank you! The Missions and Outreach Committee 
 

 

Rise Against Hunger (formerly Stop Hunger Now) 
Rise Against Hunger is a faith-based organization that distributes food to alleviate hunger and starvation, both 
globally and in the United States to provide for all God’s children. 
St. Marks United Methodist Church will again be hosting this meal-packaging event this year. They are inviting SPC 
to participate on Saturday, March 3 from 9:00 – 12:00. Sit-down jobs are available for those who can’t stand for 
long periods of time. This event is also open for children as young as 4 yrs old. There will be a nursery for those 
under 4. We are being asked to provide 30 volunteers to help with this worthwhile event. Please contact Dian 
Yanessa 882-0282 to sign-up so they know how many to expect and nursery needs. 
 
 



MISSION TRIP – NEXT STEP:  On Sunday, March 4th, following the 11:00 a.m. worship service, the next meeting will 
be held for those interested in a mission trip to New Jersey in mid-late September or first week of October to help 
those still recovering from Hurricane Sandy. At this meeting we will set the specific dates for that trip. Bring your 
calendars. The interest expressed so far has been great but we are still open for others who want to consider this 
ministry of caring through serving.  We will meet in the church library. For questions contact Richard or Susan 
Caldwell. 
 

 

Save the date! On Saturday April 21, a van will be waiting in the church parking lot for you to board for a visit 
Thornwell Home for Children in Clinton, SC. We will take a walking tour of the campus, visit one of the family 
cottages, meet staff and enjoy a light lunch. If you have not had the opportunity to visit Thornwell, a ministry of the 
Presbyterian Church, you won't want to pass this up! More details will follow; you may contact Richard and Susan 
Caldwell for information. 

Save the Date! Health and Wellness Committee March 8, 2018 at 1:30 
Prevent falls by improving your balance and coordination. Start by marking your calendar to attend the upcoming 
intro-class of Gentle Tai Chi that will take place here at SPC! Check your bulletins each week for more great benefits 
and fun facts about Tai Chi. Please take the time to sign-up for Gentle Tai Chi on Thursday, March 8th at 1:30. 
Bringing a friend is always a good thing! 
 

 

Health & Wellness Tai Chi March 8 at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________________How Many: __________ 

 

Christian Education Study Opportunities 
 

The Christian Education Committee offers many opportunities for study throughout the week. These include 
the sessions listed below. Full descriptions of these opportunities can be found at www.sprez.org. 
 

On Sunday Mornings 
 

 Children’s Sunday School meets downstairs in the Craft Room. For more information, contact Ann Smith 
973-8967 asmith124@att.net or Susan Caldwell 882-7916 sccaldwell11@bellsouth.net. 

 The Sara Davis Stribling Class is a women's Bible study group using The Present Word and meets in the 
Sara Davis Stribling classroom (office hallway). Contact person: Jane Thomas, 882-1202. 

 The Men's Bible Study meets in the youth room downstairs in Archie Barron Hall and is using The Present 
Word curriculum as a guide for their study. Contact person: Louis Holleman, 885-0922 
louischolleman@bellsouth.net. 

 The Koinonia Class is studying the video series The History of Christian Theology. They meet in the 
Koinonia classroom (office hallway). Contact person: Dan Toole, 364-4846. 

 The Open Door Class is for men and women. Their study resource is The Wired Word. Topics change 
weekly. Email Bonnie Andruszka at bandruszka@gmail.com or call 973-8008 to receive information about 
upcoming plans. They meet in the library. 

 

Through the Week 
 

 Brown Bag and Bible Study Group (BB&B) meets at noon each Thursday in the Sara Davis Stribling 
classroom. Their Lenten study is the last week of the earthly life of Jesus, from Palm Sunday to Easter 
Sunday. Resources for the study are the Gospel of Mark and The Last Week by Marcus Borg and John 
Dominic Crossan.  You are welcome to bring lunch. Contact person: Becky Drew 888-3409 
rebeccadrew@bellsouth.net. 

 

Each of these classes is open to new participants and welcomes visitors at any time. Please consider these 
opportunities, choose one that meets your needs or piques your interest, and then visit to find out more. 

http://www.sprez.org/
mailto:asmith124@att.net
mailto:sccaldwell11@bellsouth.net
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