Hope

WEEKLY CELEBRATION OF THE RESURRECTION
First Sunday of Advent

December 2, 2018
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship

WELCOME AND TIME OF GREETING
(Please sign the Friendship Pad, but do not tear off or place in offering plate.)
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
Congregational Response
One: Faithful God, out of war’s chaos, You bring the order of peace. Renew us in hope that we may
work toward Christ’s advent of peace among all nations.
All: God of promise, God of hope, into our darkness come.
(Let us now prepare our hearts for the Prayer of Preparation)
OPENING VOLUNTARY
A PRAYER OF PREPARATION
Come, Lord Jesus, come. Come into our midst. Come into our hearts. May we welcome you, making room
for you, preparing for you, anticipating your arrival with joy and reverence. We commit this season of
Advent to becoming ready. Shine your light in those nooks and crannies we keep in the shadows. Sweep
the cobwebs from our long-hidden doubt and fear. Repair our torn and wounded places. We long for your
arrival. Come, Lord Jesus.
GATHERING AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD
Pouring of the Water
Congregational Response: (Hymn 489 v. 1) Wonder of Wonders, Here Revealed
Wonder of wonders, here revealed: God's covenant with us is sealed, and long before we know or pray,
God's love enfolds us every day.
*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: The King of Glory comes, the nation rejoices
All: Open the gates before him lift up your voices!
One: Who is the King of Glory; what shall we call him?
All: He is Emmanuel, the promised of age
*INVOCATION
*HYMN No. 88

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, who sent light into the world in the coming of Jesus Christ, we confess that we have not
followed the light given to us. We have not searched for signs of your love, or trusted the goodness
of your good news. We have failed to praise your Son’s birth as we have refused his peace on earth.
We have expected little and hoped for less. Forgive our doubt, and renew in us all fine desires so we
may watch and wait and once more hear the glad story of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ the Lord
Sung Response: (Hymn No. 604)
Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world; grant us peace; grant us peace.

Assurance of Pardon
God is not mocked by our sin, but he does not remain angry. God is quick to forgive us. God sent
his only Son not to condemn, but to save us. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen.
*Gloria Patri: (Hymn No. 581) Glory Be to the Father
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen
PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
ANTHEM

Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning
SPC Choir

by Peter Anglea

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE
SERMON

Isaiah 64:1-12
Galatians 4:4-7
In The Fullness of Time

page 606
page 947
Rev. Mike Shelton

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Nicene Creed
page 34
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary and became truly human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES
Musical Offering
*Doxology (Hymn No. 609)
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
*Prayer of Dedication
CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH AND LORD’S PRAYER (Page 35, front of Hymnal)
(…forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.)
CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER
*Communion Hymn No. 82
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Invitation to the Lord’s Table and Prayer of Thanksgiving
Breaking of the Bread and Receiving God’s Gifts
Sharing God’s Gifts
Prayer

GOING OUT INTO GOD'S WORLD
*HYMN No. 93

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

*CHARGE and BENEDICTION
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
(Hymn No. 92 v. 1) While We Are Waiting, Come
While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.
POSTLUDE
*Let those who are able stand
In order that all may partake, the bread served with the Communion meal is gluten free.
We thank Beti Strobeck for her gift of bulletin cover art for the Advent season

..

*Let those who are able stand
To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation. You are invited to
join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we provide. Please let us know if we can
serve you in any way. We also extend an invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we offer a
series of Inquirer's Classes that explore the meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian
tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged to participate in these classes. If you are interested in
conversation about membership, do not hesitate to call the church office at 882-2505 at any time.
THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE (12/2/18-12/8/18)
Sunday

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Contemporary Worship
Church School
Traditional Worship
Christmas Dinner

Monday

5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Diaconate
Session

Tuesday

9:00 a.m. - noon
10:15 a.m.

Parish Nurse
Circle 2

Wednesday

5:30 p.m.
5:30 pm
7:00 pm

Circle 6
Band Practice
Choir Practice

Thursday

12:00 p.m.

BB&B

Liturgist: 9:00 a.m. Noel Lehner and 11:00 a.m. Helen Kelly
Worship Attendance 11/25/18 9:00 AM: 29 11:00 AM: 91; total 120

Attention Grandparents, don’t forget that our Family Christmas pageant is at 5:00 on Christmas
Eve. We would love to have your children join us for this amazing live presentation.








Hearing amplification units and large print hymnals are available in the narthex or speak to an usher.
During both worship services, a nursery is provided for small children through age 5. The nursery is located in
the lower level of the educational building. For directions, please see an usher.
CDs of the services, including sermon, are available. We ask $1.00 to cover the cost of CDs. You can also hear
sermons on our website: www.sprez.org.
The church office often communicates with the congregational family via email, including a weekly email
update each Friday afternoon. If you wish to receive those updates and currently are not, please send an email
from your email address to senecachurch@bellsouth.net asking to be added to the email update list.
Please remember the church in your will.

The 2019 Flower Calendar notebook is located on the table across from the church office. If you would like to
provide flowers for the sanctuary during 2019, please sign on the chosen date. Please remember, instead of fresh
flowers you may make a donation to your favorite fund or charity.

Quick Notes
We will again offer the opportunity to make a donation during the Christmas season in honor or in memory of
others. The donations will cover the cost associated with the floral arrangements during the Sundays of Advent. An
effort to use natural available greenery and floral material will minimize the arrangement cost. As in years past, all
additional funds will be donated to the Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund. Thank you for your contributions.
Christmas Flowers
In honor or in memory of (circle one) ________________________________________________
Name(s) giving the donation ______________________________________________________
Church Staff
Tis the Season to Show our Appreciation for our Church Staff! A reminder that Christmas is just around the corner.
Anyone who would like to make a donation to the staff Christmas gift fund, is free to do so by Sunday, December
9, (absolute deadline). Please include “Staff Christmas Gift” on your check. It is a wonderful time to remember our
office, parish associate, music and custodial staff members.

SAVE THE DATE
Special Musical Offerings by Our Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir:
Sunday, December 9th The handbells will play seasonal music
during the 11:00 a.m. worship service.
Sunday, December 16th The Christmas Cantata will be a
combined service at 10:00 a.m. Stars of Glory by Tom Fettke will be played with
the Chancel Choir and guest instruments.
Tuesday, December 18th Quiet Christmas Service of Worship at 12:15 p.m.
Christmas Eve Services
Monday, December 24th
Christmas Pageant: 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary
Service of Candlelight and Communion: 8:00 p.m. in the sanctuary

Prayer Requests
Church Family: Barney Allgood, Betty and Jack Arnold, Reid Arnold, Lucy Ballenger, Rick Black, Priscilla Byars, Leroy
Drew, Betty Dubose, *Larry Hansen, Harry Hendershot, Leon Hotz, Martha Holleman, Larry Kolze, Jean Kovacs,
Janet May, Mary Ann Nuttall, Suzanne Peden, Meg Shull, Bob Simpson, Debbie Simpson, Bill Thompson and Gary
Whitehead.
Extended Church Family: Walter Andruszka (father of Ken Andruszka) Alvin Barton (brother of Martha Taylor),
James Carter (friend of James Gaines), *Cheryll Crenshaw (friend of Emily Land), Jim Coil (son-in-law of Jean
Reinking), *Dot Collier (friend of Judy Whitehead), Julie Doucet (Paul LaRoche’s sister), Gretchen Driscoll (sister of
Susan Goebel), Norman Faircloth (brother of Merilyn Moss), Cassie Fontana (good friend of The Brickett’s &
Carolyn Maddox), Phillip Gaines (son of James Gaines), Evans Harris (husband of Pat Harris), Joe Kahl (friend of Bob
Norton), Linda Kelly (cousin of Elaine Williams), Dorothy Lee (cousin of James Gaines), Ken Lehner (Noel Lehner’s
brother), Bill & Eileen Mansfield (dear friends of Joan Riley), Boyce McJunkin & son David (friend of Sue Masters),
Elizabeth Murr (new granddaughter of Lucy Murr), Billy Jo Nichols (friend of James Gaines), Donald Rieck (son of
Doris Rieck), Gregory Rigby (brother of Cecil Rigby), Bryn Riley, eight-year-old daughter of McKenzie and Amy Riley
(E/Flo Riley, grandparents), Megan Rothwell (good friend of Rob and Maria Leitner), Miriam Saggus (Pat Huggins
mom), Bobbie Jean Robinson (friend of James Gaines), Fermon Robinson (friend of James Gaines), and Bob Willard
(Elaine Williams’ nephew).
Prayers for those Serving in the armed services:
Master Chief USN J. J. Johnson (Bill and Carolyn Palmer’s son-in-law).
Major Daniel Hendershot has been deployed for one year (Harry & Pat Hendershot’s grandson).
Special request for Prayer:
Police Officer Lieutenant Mark Malueg (son-in-law of Margaret & Lynn Trainer)
Note: Please let the church office know of updates to the prayer list.
*name added this week
A Prayer for Bangladesh
26 November 2018
God of grace, we thank you for raising up indigenous servant leaders in the Church of Bangladesh, a denomination
with historical roots in Anglican and Presbyterian mission efforts dating back two hundred years. A growing church
with over 20,000 members in 104 congregations, the Church of Bangladesh last week chose a new Moderator,
Bishop Samuel S. Mankhin, to lead the denomination. Lord, bless Bishop Mankhin with wisdom and fortitude as he
leads the Church of Bangladesh in its witness to your truth, we pray in the name of Christ the King. Amen.
Café Justo-New Choice this Sunday, December 2nd is your next chance to order and buy your coffee! We will now
have regular ground coffee and a fine ground coffee, in addition to the whole beans! The coffee cart will be filled
with coffee choices, and there will be an opportunity to order, if your choice isn’t available! Coffee is $10 per
pound! This is a delicious opportunity to support Café Justo, a “fair-trade plus coffee co-op”, that provides fair and
living wages for the coffee farmers and supporting staff. If you haven’t tasted the coffee yet, we’ve been making
the Arabica Regular Roast coffees for Sunday School each week! Come and grab a cup to enjoy!
FIFTH SUNDAY PEANUT BUTTER – Every fifth Sunday this congregation presents an offering of peanut butter that
will be given to the Golden Corner Food Pantry. Peanut butter is wonderfully nutritious but also too expensive to
purchase in bulk, so your contributions are greatly appreciated. Don’t forget your peanut butter Sunday, December
30th.

Christian Education Study Opportunities
The Christian Education Committee offers many opportunities for study throughout the week. These include
the sessions listed below. Full descriptions of these opportunities can be found at www.sprez.org.
On Sunday Mornings







Children’s Sunday School meets downstairs in the Craft Room. For more information, contact Susan
Caldwell 882-7916 sccaldwell11@bellsouth.net, or Ann Smith 973-8967 asmith124@att.net.
The Sara Davis Stribling Class is a women's Bible study group using The Present Word and meets in the
Sara Davis Stribling Classroom (office hallway). Contact person: Jane Thomas, 882-1202.
The Men's Bible Study meets in the Youth Room downstairs in Archie Barron Hall and is using The Present
Word curriculum as a guide for their study. Contact person: Louis Holleman, 885-0922
louischolleman@bellsouth.net.
The Koinonia Class During the Advent season, they will be joining the Open Door Class. They meet in the
Koinonia classroom.
The Open Door Class is for men and women. During the Advent season, they will be joining the Koinonia
Class.
Through the Week




Brown Bag and Bible Study Group (BB&B) meets at noon each Thursday in the Sara Davis Stribling classroom.
Advent Conspiracy: Can Christmas Still Change the World? For more information, you may contact Becky Drew, at
888-3409 rebeccadrew@bellsouth.net.
Gentle Tai Chi Class ($2.00 donation appreciated) Seneca Presbyterian Church Barron Hall. Classes
are being planned for the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month from 1:30 until 2:00 p.m. Barron
Hall has an elevator. For more information, you may contact Leslie LaRoche, 719-0132
lalaroche@charter.net

Each of these classes is open to new participants and welcomes visitors at any time. Please consider these
opportunities, choose one that meets your needs or piques your interest, and then visit to find out more.

The Advent season provides a time for study and preparation for the gift of the Christ Child. The
study will be offered at two different times: Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. beginning November
25th through December 25th in the Koinonia Classroom, and Thursdays at 12:00 noon beginning
November 15th through December 13th in the Sara Davis Stribling Classroom. Brenda Thomson
will facilitate both groups. More details will follow.

