
Good Evening Church! 
 
One of the things I find difficult to do as a disciple of Jesus Christ is to confess my sins to God in life-giving (and 
life-affirming) ways. Since my childhood, I have said aloud the Prayer of Confession printed in the bulletin with 
the congregation on Sunday mornings during worship. As I grew older, I even began to think about what I was 
saying! 
 

Yet acknowledging my sins before God has never been easy for me. It has always felt like the act of having your 
"mouth washed out with soap" by a parent. (Not that that would have ever happened to me!) I did not like 
having my sins made public. And when they were, I was mortified and felt disgraced. 
 

Even as an adult I have had difficulty appreciating the difference between "behaving wrongly" versus "being 
wrong as a person". "Behaving wrongly" means I have simply made a mistake. It is not the end of the world. I 
can admit the mistake, accept it, and learn from it. Owning my mistake--or sin--in this sense means "welcome 
to humanity"! I am like everyone else. We all fall short of the glory of God. Get used to it. Accept it. Learn from 
it and become a better disciple of Jesus Christ because of it. 
 

"Being wrong as a person" is another way of understanding my mistakes--but with few long-term benefits. This 
way of interpreting my mistakes gets translated as, "I am a bad person". Any mistake, or sin, becomes a 
monumental and life diminishing experience that gives me another reason for self-flagellation. "See, you are 
NEVER going to be good enough!" "All those persons who doubted you would amount to anything, are right" . . 
. and so on and so on . . . Ad nauseam. 
 

The purpose of the Sunday ritual of joining in praying the Prayer of Confession is not about proclaiming that we 
are "bad people", but rather that we are "beloved children of God" who have been blessed with the ability to 
learn and grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. We join to pray the prayer of confession not to wallow in our sins, 
but to grow more and more into the image of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 

All of this has led me to view the scourge of racism in our country from a different perspective. Instead of 
becoming defensive because I think "I" am being blamed for racism because "I am a bad person", I have come 
to see my participation in systemic racism as an opportunity to admit my sin, seek God's forgiveness, and look 
for new ways to act as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Racism is not an ultimate judgment of my worth as a 
Euro-American person. Rather it is an opportunity to learn from my sin so that I may follow Jesus Christ more 
nearly and dearly. 
 

With this in mind, I invite any members of the congregation who would like to discuss how we as disciples of 
Jesus Christ can discern positive and life-giving ways to respond to the reality of racism in our country and 
community to meet with me. We will gather to envision together new ways to build a more loving and inclusive 
church, community, and world. I have no idea what this will lead us to do, but I do know what it will lead us to 
continue to "be" persons seeking God's way and will in all things through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

If you would like to participate in this group with me, please email me at johnbhartmanii@outlook.com within 
the next few weeks with the following: 
 

1. When do you prefer to meet: Please indicate possible days of the week and times you are available AND 
when you are unavailable to meet in the next month. 
2. Would you attend an in-person meeting at the church at this time, or are you needing to continue to 
sequester yourself from in-person church gatherings for now? 
3. Would you attend a virtual ZOOM meeting to discuss this topic? 

 

If you choose not to attend these meetings, no problem. Just pray for our meetings that the Spirit will move 
among us and guide us. 
 
Your Pastor, John 
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