
A Season for Worship 

As the world enters fall, it prepares for a rich and safe 
holiday season. So does the Church. We begin with 
World Communion Sunday on October 4th. On that day 
we will enjoy our traditional communion service with 
special music and a called congregational meeting to 
follow. So please come and enjoy our worship and 
fellowship together or join us on Facebook at 10:00 a.m.! 
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JOHN’S BLOG:  October 2020 

The Session has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, October 4th 

immediately following the 10:00 am Worship Service for the purpose of electing an 

Elder to complete the unexpired term of Lyn Norton. The name of David Hartman 

has been placed in the nomination by your Nominating Committee. We also be 

electing the officers for 2021 at this time. Other persons may be nominated at this 

meeting if they have been asked and agreed to serve. Election of officers will be the 

only business conducted at this Congregational Meeting. 

A recent article in “Presbyterian Today” asked churches to remember that prayer and 

time for silent reflection are the foundation for all the business of the church. The pastor 

who wrote the article invited church leaders to consider allowing more time for prayer 

during church meetings. He acknowledged the importance of conducting efficient 

meetings for accomplishing the “business” of the church but stressed the importance of 

listening to the Holy Spirit for direction in making decisions. 

This article spoke to me on many levels, but primarily as a sort of “parable” for these times. These odd days 

of 2020 have demanded that we make changes to our lifestyles, and I am aware of the difficulty of “shifting 

gears” between times of inactivity and times of activity. Previously it was easier to divide our lives into 

blocks of time. Now everything seems to be jumbled together. When is the time to be tasking - oriented—

at work if you will? When is the time to wall ourselves off for a time of meditation and prayer? 

As a rather active person, I love the words from Scripture oft repeated by the Psalmist, “Be still and know 

that I am God”. I miss the orderly stillness we had before Covid-19. I miss the orderly stillness we had in 

gathering for Memorial Services for those who have died. I miss the stillness that I always knew would 

happen at pre-appointed times. 

May God Bless us with the re-ordering of these days so 

that we may make times for the tasks demanded of 

these days, and for the work of the Holy Spirit in our 

lives. AMEN. 

Blessings, John 
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Window on the Session 

We’d Love to Have You Join Us . . . 
 

To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation. You 
are invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we provide. 
Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an invitation to unite 
with this church. Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's Classes that explore the 
meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian tradition. Those interested in 
membership are encouraged to participate in these classes. If you are interested in 
conversation about membership, do not hesitate to call the church office at 882-2505 at 
any time. 

The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Dr John Hartman; Helen Kelly served 

as clerk. There was a quorum as 10 Elders were present. 

Ann Castle gave the devotion and prayer. Joys and Concerns  of church members were 

discussed.  Martha Holleman passed away the morning of September 28. 

The Stewardship season will begin in early October with a letter going to the 

congregation.  October 25 will be Stewardship Sunday. 

We will have our fall outdoor worship service at Biggerstaff at 11:00 on October 11.  

There will be no lunch. Everyone is welcome to bring a chair. 

All Committee Reports were given. Administration: Session approved opening a flexible 

spending medical account through USA Presbyterian Board of Pension for Rev. John Hartman. Building and 

Grounds: Session approved to repair, seal and restripe the handicap parking lot. Christian Ed: At home 

curriculum for children began September 20. All is going well. Fellowship: A Christmas Brunch will be 

December 13 after the Worship service. Pam Headapohl will cater. Hoping to have a Talent Show in January, 

with streaming available for any not comfortable with in-person social distancing. Worship: World-Wide 

Communion will be celebrated on October 4th. 

Finance Committee: Session approved establishment of the Seneca Presbyterian Mission Fund with the 

bequest from the Katharine Marshall estate and the investment and distribution policy for the fund. Motions 

were approved to donate $12,500 to Habitat for Humanity from the Krech Mission Fund and $50,000 to the 

City of Seneca from the Adams Fund, both specifically for tornado relief.   Revisions to the Church Investment 

Policy were also approved. 

The recommendation of the ABE Committee was approved to donate prior year income from the Adams, 

Byrd and Endowment Funds to Oconee United Missions, $6,400; the Good Samaritan Fund, $6,4000; Days 

for Girls, $500; and $1,100 to complete funding of the Audio/Visual Project. 

Dave Hartman will fulfill the open term of Lyn Norton. Chuck Kellner and David Hartman, Elders-elect will be 

installed on October 18th. 

Submitted by Ann Castle 
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Prints of Beti Strobeck’s paintings of the Memorial 

Garden are available to order in the church office. The 

prints are on a canvas, and  are offered in many sizes. 

They are also available on coffee cups, blankets and 

mouse pads. There are two different examples in the 

church office if you would like to see them in person: one 

is 8” x 12” and the other print is 10” x 14”. If anyone is 

interested in owning one, you can call Beti Strobeck at 

885-0679. 

SPC Logo T-Shirts 
The church would like to let everyone 

know that Diamond—T Printing, in Fair 

Play, has the SPC logo ready and available for printing on a shirt of your 

choice. You also have the choice of purchasing a shirt from the order sheet 

in the church office. 

Wearing a shirt with the SPC embroidery on it is especially good when members are volunteering, helping 

with other projects, or simply “out and about”. It communicates to the community that we are an active and 

involved church. We have seen that people notice logos, and we want them to notice ours. So stop by the 

church and put your order in or bring a shirt. Thanks so much. 

Below are the choices of the two shirts you can pick from, or bring your own shirt to the church and we will 

take them to Diamond-T Printing. The cost for your own shirt is $8.22, Polo’s are $22.91 each and Long 

Sleeve Shirts are $29.32each. 



P r e s b y  P r e s s  P a g e  5  



P a g e  6  P r e s b y  P r e s s  

A Mountain Rest man was arrested the other day for stealing a goat and a 

bag of goat feed from a home in Mountain Rest. The sheriff’s department 

found the goat in the possession of the thief who was traveling on the 

highway in a golf cart. A 

deputy conducted a traffic 

stop and returned the goat to 

the owners. 

Only in Mountain Rest 

Worship by The Lake at Biggerstaff Retreat Center 
 

The Outdoor Service at Biggerstaff Retreat Center will be Sunday, October 11th at 11:00 
a.m. We do have some parking for handicap and will also have valet service as in the past. 
We look forward to seeing everyone at this outdoor service as it is always a treat to have 
such beautiful scenery to observe during worship. Make sure you write this on your 

calendar for Sunday, October 11th at 11:00 a.m. Bring your lawn chairs if you don't 

wish to sit on the bleachers. If it happens to be raining, we will have the service at the 
church. We will be sending an e-mail blast by Saturday afternoon, so please check your e-mail before you 
retiring for the evening. 
If you have any questions, please call Peggy Fouts, 864 944 5262. 

Biggerstaff Christian Retreat Center, 398 Biggerstaff Road, Seneca, SC. 
 

Directions: From Intersection of 123 By-Pass and SC 28 in Seneca, SC, take SC 28 
toward Walhalla for 2 miles. Turn right onto SC 188, go 3.4 miles to Biggerstaff 
Road. Turn right and go 1 mile. This road dead ends into the retreat. 
 

If coming from SC 183, turn on SC 188 and then turn left onto Biggerstaff Road and 
go to the end. 

Bring a lawn chair if you would like 

With the official start of fall having taken place on Tuesday, September 22nd, the amount of 
daylight per day will be decreasing and the amount of darkness will be increasing. In addition, 

the beauty of the foliage and the crispness of the autumn air will be increasing, as well. As we 
continue to be faced with, and deal with as best we know how, the COVID pandemic, it is my 

hope that each and every one of us can get some fresh air and enjoy this time of year. Of course, it is 
also time for flu shots. If you haven’t already had one, consider speaking with your healthcare provider 
regarding such. 

In the spirit of fall and during these continued times of social distancing, I leave you 
with these words from Henry David Thoreau; 

“I would rather sit on a pumpkin, and have it all to myself, 

than be crowded on a velvet cushion.” 

Stay safe and healthy,     Ernie, Parish Nurse 

P 
N urse P 
N urse 

Ernie Lombard, RN 
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Lions Recycle for Sight 
Eyeglass Recycling – How You Can Help 

In just about any dresser drawer, one can find a pair of eyeglasses that are no longer being 
used. That same pair of eyeglasses can change another person's life. That's why we started 
the Lions Recycle for Sight program. Everyone can help. If you have used eyeglasses you no 
longer need, you can donate them now. Lions accept prescription and reading glasses, 
sunglasses and plastic and metal frames. Children's glasses are especially needed. The box for 
donating is in the church library. 

Just Coffee-Delicious Coffee with a Purpose 

Coffee will be available on October 4th, but please preorder, so the transaction is as 
safe as possible. We offer Arabica, Arabica Decaf and Robusta in Regular or Dark roast 
and in regular grind, fine grind or whole beans. Coffee is $10 per pound bag. If paying 
by check, make it out to SPC and make sure to put “Coffee” on the memo line. Please 
email or call Bonnie Andruszka- bandruszka@gmail.com or 864-973-8008. If your 
coffee choice is available, it will be available the 4th. If it needs to be ordered, I’ll let 
you know and have it available as soon as the shipment arrives! 

Café Justo is a grower—owned coffee cooperative based in Chiapas, Mexico. They 
market a pure organic coffee which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of justice. The goal is to 
maintain a sustainable small scale business that provides opportunity and incentive to remain on their family 
lands. Your coffee purchase has a direct impact on the families allowing them training & resources for a 
successful business and living wages. 

Dear Church Family: 

It's getting to be that time of year when we light the fireplace, get out our 

warm clothing, and snuggle into a comfy couch. For some of us in Oconee 

county, this is impossible. Your Mission/Outreach Committee would like to 

invite you, once again, to join us in a coat drive, a mission begun a few years 

ago by Maria Leitner with the help of her friend (and ours) Officer Mulwee. 

Maria, although her health has improved, is still unable to spearhead this 

important event. She is disheartened that she cannot be a part of this 

mission this year, but is trusting us to go forward in her stead. Please help us 

honor Maria's spirit, and the willingness of Officer Mulwee to participate, by 

joining us in collecting warm coats, gloves, and/or hats throughout the 

month of October. There will be a tub in Knohl Hall for this collection which 

Officer Mulwee will distribute November 7th. This has always been a 

generous, giving congregation, and I know we will donate freely with open 

hearts. Thank you for your kindness!   Ann Smith, Chair 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/how-we-serve/health/sight/eyeglass-recycling.php
mailto:bandruszka@gmail.com
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The Well 
 Ripple of One had a fantastic turn out for our Well and our first ever virtual 

fundraiser/gala in September!! What an incredibly generous and compassionate community 

we belong to here in Oconee County. Even in the midst of COVID, we continue to be blown 

away by the donations and sponsorships we received for our Virtual Auction/Gala. Our net 

amount this year was $130,000!!!! Thank you so much to anyone and everyone who 

supported our mission this year including, of course, Seneca Pres who allows us to utilize 

their space all the time. 

 Our September Well was also successful and refreshing! We were able to have half of our participant 

families here for the event which was really nice. Due to COVID, we have restrictions with childcare and that 

is difficult for a few of our moms. The food was excellent as always; thank you to Carolyn Maddox and her 

team of amazing women who made our favorite -- her famous chicken salad. Yum!!  

 It felt really nice to be able to fellowship with one another downstairs after the meal. Our kiddos got 

to paint while Megan Sanders facilitated a conversation with our moms about expectations and the 

frustration gap. Basically, we looked at expectations as an acute angle, with the higher line being the 

expectations, the bottom line being the level of investment and the gap in between being the frustration. In 

every situation, we either need to re-evaluate the appropriateness of our expectations or we need to invest 

more of our time and energy in order to lessen that frustration gap. I believe this conversation was really 

eye—opening for a lot of our moms, especially in relation to their expectations for their kiddos and their 

goals while in the program.  

 All in all it was a great night and it was really nice for our newest participants to spend time 
together!  

Would you like to impact a child's life? If so, reach out to us and 
find out more about our mentorship program for our 
children/youth. 

We are currently in need of 4 female mentors and 2 male 
mentors for younger Ripple participants. 
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• •Circle 6 meeting is the first Wednesday, October 7th. Join us at Pastors Hall at 5:30 p.m. 

Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455. 

• •Circle 2 meeting is the first Tuesday, October 6th at 10:15 a.m. Join us in the church library. 

Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177 

In 1888, when the worldwide missionary movement of the church was in dire need of 
funds, the Women’s General Missionary Society came to the rescue. The women were 
challenged to help the cause by contributing an extra $1 (above and beyond their usual 
donation) as a “thank offering to their Lord”, and, as a result, the missionary movement was 
able to continue. 

Since that time, the PW organization has granted support to literally thousands of ministries 
worldwide and raised millions of dollars for mission. Through its annual Thank Offering, PW 
has helped to build some of the best hospitals, schools, orphanages, and domestic violence 
shelters, and to fund countless other church-related projects and organizations both here 
and abroad. 

As we approach the season of Thanksgiving, we trust that God will continue to work through us and our gifts. 
We will never know the countless people who have been the beneficiaries of our engagement in God’s 
mission in the world, but we do believe in the ripple effect of the good that comes from even the small gifts 
we bring. Last year’s Thank Offering nationwide amounted to $710,000 and was distributed this spring to 22 
ministries serving people in the U.S. and to 10 international projects where PC (USA) has 
partnerships. 

We encourage ALL OF THE CONGREGATION to contribute toward this year’s Thank 
Offering. (Please make your check out to “Seneca Pres. Church” with “Thank” 
written on the memo line). 

Support women, children, 
and youth through the World 

Thank Offering 

PW Thank Offering 

is for Everyone 

Thank you Jay Hetherington for 
another great year of 

Great Decisions! 
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2020 DSS Christmas Program 

Everyone, this is our 30th year participating in the Oconee DSS 

(Dept. of Social Services) 
 

This one looks very different to me than any of the others that I can remember. 

 

Many parents and foster parents may not even have jobs during this season, so I am sure that 
anything that we can do to help will be greatly appreciated. The kids themselves may wonder what 
Christmas may be like this year. 

 

Our church family has been blessed in so many ways and have supported this program so faithfully 
for a long time and I am sure that we will be able to make 2020 Christmas special even though it is 
different. 
 

Last year we sponsored 43 children plus there was a additional $590.00 donated  by members to 
assist DSS to fill in as needed. 

 

We will provide a PROFILE of a youngster which gives information about their needs and wants.  
Sizes for clothing will also be provided. A cover letter will be attached with further details. These 
profiles will be available the third week of October. 

 

All you need to do is to call me at 864-247-0381 or email me at jerryecrabtree@bellsouth.net and 
you will be provided with information you need to give your Christmas a wonderful jump start. 

 

If you are a new member give me a call and let me explain how this very worthwhile program works. 

 

Jerry Crabtree 
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      Nancy Clayton’s 
           Note cards 
               $9.00 
 

Session has authorized a reprinting of Nancy Clayton’s wonderful note 
cards. The proceeds go to Oconee United Ministries (former OPSF). 
 

Cards are available to purchase in the church office. 
 

Please record your purchase on the sheet provided. Make check payable to: Seneca Presbyterian Church and 
write “note cards” on the memo line. 
 

Thank you. 

Thank you so much for providing the money and wonderful supplies we were able to 

purchase. We were able to buy so many items that we would have either had to purchase 

individually or not at all. This was a blessing to us as teachers and students. Thank you 4th 

Grade Team at Blue Ridge Elementary School. 

Dear friends at Seneca Presbyterian Church, 
 

As we begin this school year like none other, there were many fears, 
doubts, and unknowns. We want to thank you for your generous gift to 
us. It encourages us more that you can know! The well-wishes and 
prayers of the church are so greatly appreciated. We ask you to please 
continue to pray for all our teachers. We know that God has blessed us 
with faith, hope and love, and He will see us through! You were the 
loving hands and feet of Jesus Christ in our lives this week. Thank you so 
very much!             Sincerely, 

Third Grade Team at Blue Ridge Elementary: 

Ginger Hunt, Kay Burrell, Taleasa Glenn, and Paige Quarles 



The 2021 Flower Calendar 

notebook is located on the table 

across from the church office or you 

can reserve a date on our website 

sprez.org/worship/flowers. If you would 

like to provide flowers for the sanctuary 

during 2020, please sign on the chosen date. 

Please remember, instead of fresh flowers you can 

make a donation to your favorite fund or charity. If 

you make any changes in the book, please let the 

office know about it. There is a link to order your 

flowers from Heartwarmers, the florist the church 

uses. 
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Brown Bag and Bible Study (BB&B) 
 
What:   The Story 
When: Thursdays at 12:00 p.m. 
(you are welcome to bring lunch) 
Where: Pastors Hall 
Contact: John Hartman 864-280-1888 

Christians are like Jack O' Lanterns 

God picks you from the pumpkin patch and brings you into his home. He washes off all the dirt on the 

outside that you got from being around all the other pumpkins. He cuts off the top and takes out all the 

yucky stuff on the inside. He removes the seeds of sinfulness and carves you a new smiling face. He puts his 

light inside of you to shine for all to see. 

You can either stay outside and rot on the vine or have Jesus come inside and become something new and 

bright! SHINE for Jesus! 

God loves you so much! He sent Jesus, his only son, to earth to take the punishment for the wrong things 

you do. If you believe in Jesus and follow him, you will never die, but have everlasting life. 

 

 

 

Share His Incredible News Everywhere! 

14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 

15nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lamp stand, 

and it gives light to all who are in the house. 

16“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father who is in heaven.  

Matthew 5:14-16 

http://www.sprez.org/worship/flowers
http://www.heartwarmersflorist.com/
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Friend in Faith Quote 

for October 
Just a reminder that there are 
puzzles in the library. If you love 
to do them, come by the church 
and borrow one; if you have any 
that you don’t want, the library 
would love to have them. 

 

Ruling Elders (Class of 2023) 

Glenn McCants 

Kathy Gerner 

Gary Owens 

Chad Laxton 

Trustee (Class of 2023) 

Paul LaRoche 
 

Elder (Class of 2021) 

David Hartman 

Elder (Class of 2022) 

Everett Fuller & Chuck Kellner 

Congratulations to Our New Officers Elected on October 4th 

Deacons (Class of 2023) 

Liz Laxton 

Sally Fortune 

Sue Anders 

Vicki Andy 

Volunteers needed to count the offering. 

Count teams of two meet on Monday mornings to count the offering. The time 
commitment is about an hour, once a month. You will work with an experienced 
counter to learn the ropes. Substitute counters are needed too. If you would like to 
volunteer, please contact Ann Castle – anncastle@charter.net /864-944-1187 

We would like to thank the following for their dedication to serve on the Congregational Nominating 

Committee: 

Helen Kelly, Elder Chair, Jan Crismore, Deacon, Dian Yanessa, Carol Hartman, Paul LaRoche, and Rev. 

Hartman, Ex-Officio. 

mailto:anncastle@charter.net
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November Birthdays and *Anniversaries 

October 19 

  Emily Land 

  Diana Owens 

October 20 

  Kathy Gerner 

October 21 

  Elizabeth Hartman 

  Larry & Kaki Harmon* 

  John & Elizabeth Lipscomb* 

October 22 

  Mimi & Kenny Hunt* 

October 23 

  Katie Robinson 

October 1 

  Warren Carpenter 

October 2 

  Elaine Williams 

October 5 

  Lesley LaRoche 

  Debbie Simpson 

October 6 

  Mark Davenport 

  Becky Drew 

October 7 

  Sally Fortune 

October Birthdays and *Anniversaries 

October 8 

  Jean Kovacs 

  Tim Moon 

October 9 

  Donna Beebe 

  Beverly Taylor 

  Paul LaRoche 

October 10 

  Ken Schuman 

October 11 

  Betty Aschom 

October 12 

  Jan Arnold 

October 24 

  Will Arnold 

  Mark McJunkin 

October 25 

  Dee Dee White 

October 27 

  Tom Land 

  George Strobeck 

October 29 

  Ashley Carlson 

November 2 

  Tony Knowles 

November 6 

  Vicki Andy 

November 7 

  Louis & Kelly Holleman* 

November 8 

  Duane Campbell 

  Caroline Carlson 

  Scott Nickles 

November 9 

  Dodie Benzee 

  Jane Day 

November 10 

  Donna Absher 

  Corbett Long 

November 28 

  Herbert Morgan 

  Donna & Trey Absher* 

  Richard & Susan Caldwell* 

  Glenn & Kathy McCants* 

November 29 

  Larry Harmon 

  Robin Smith 

  Knox Williams 

November 30 

  Luke McPhail 

  Reid & Jan Arnold* 

November 14 

  Duane & Margaret Campbell* 

November 17 

  Gil & Pat Huggins* 

November 18 

  Peggy Fouts 

November 20 

  Kaki Harmon 

  Chris Cunningham (custodian) 

November 21 

  Becky Hetherington 

  Katie Murr 

  Bill & Carolyn Palmer* 
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Deacons 
Co-Moderators: 

Donna Absher and Chad Laxton 
 

Donna Beebe, Susan Caldwell, 

Jan Crismore, Ann Fuller, 

Pat Harris, Lesley LaRoche, 

Carolyn Maddox, Luke McPhail, 

Mark McJunkin, Diana Owens, 

Julie Perkins 
 

Trustees 
 

Class of 2020: Jerry Crabtree 

Class of 2021: Danny Day 

Class of 2022: Louis Holleman 

Seneca Presbyterian 

Church Officers 

Session 2020 

Moderator: Dr. John Hartman 
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly 

Treasurer: Barbara Davenport 
 

Administration: 
Jerry Fouts, Moderator 

Building & Grounds: 
Glenn McCants, Moderator 

Christian Education: 
Kathy Gerner, Moderator 

Steve Gibson 
Fellowship: 

Bonnie Andruszka and Chris Paulik 
Co-Moderators 

Finance: 
Ann Castle, Moderator 

Missions/Outreach: 
Ann Smith, Moderator 

Everett Fuller 
Stewardship: 

Worship: 
Mark Davenport, Moderator 

2020 Calendars, Box Tops 

and UPC labels 

They can be placed in the 
church library. The 
calendars are distributed at 
Our Daily Bread, Our Daily 
Rest, “Family Friends”, and 
O.U.M. 

Keep Collecting 

https://www.sprez.org/home 

Or type Seneca Presbyterian Church and our web site will come up. 

When you are on our web site, you can see what is happening, sign up 

for pot lucks, check out the bulletins, read and listen to the sermons. 

Pay the web site a visit, search around and see all the things we have 

to offer. 

Flower  Calendar 

October 4 — In Lieu of flowers in the sanctuary, a donation is 
being made to the Golden Corner Food Pantry in loving 
memory of Dian and Richard’s 49th wedding anniversary, by 
Dian Yanessa. 

October 11 — In Lieu of flowers in the sanctuary, a donation is 

being made to Oconee United Ministries in loving memory of 

Dean Fortune by Sally Fortune. 

October 18 — In Lieu of flowers in the sanctuary, a donation is 

being made to Oconee United Ministries by Ann Smith. 

October 25 — In Lieu of flowers in the sanctuary, a donation is 

being made to Oconee United Ministries by Chip and Dee 

Dee White in honor of Dee Dee’s birthday. 



Visit us at 

www.sprez.org 

             @ Seneca 

Presbyterian Church 

Telephone – 864-882-2505 

Email – senecasprezchurch@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Dr. John Hartman, Pastor 

johnbhartmanii@outlook.com 

Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate 

rwcfrog@bellsouth.net 

Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus 

Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse 

Tuesdays  - 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

elombardspc@gmail.com 

Rosalie Hovencamp, Director of Music 

rosencamp81@hotmail.com  

Robin Smith, Church Secretary 

rsmithsprez@gmail.com 

James Gaines, Custodian 

Christopher Cunningham, Custodian 

Diane Williams, Financial Secretary 

senecapresfinancialsec@gmail.com  

Seneca Presbyterian Church 
Corner of Oak and South 1st Street, Seneca, SC 

(864) 882-2505   sprez.org 

 


