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To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation. 
You are invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we 
provide. Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an 
invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's 
Classes that explore the meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian 
tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged to participate in these 
classes. If you are interested in conversation about membership, do not hesitate to 
call the church office at 882-2505 at any time. 

A Word from Your Interim Pastor 

THE QUESTION IN THE BACK OF OUR MINDS 
 

The best-selling author, Phil Yancy, traveled the globe seeking an answer to a question, 
maybe the big question, “What Good is God”? What good is God in a world where innocent 
kids get shot in school, where terrorists plot, where greed is rewarded, where women/kids 
are sold into sex trafficking? He puts his results in a book by that name. What Good is God? 
There is another way to ask that question: does faith really matter when we are struggling 
with trauma or chronic depression? Whenever we ask “What good is God” we are usually 
longing for God’s presence in a dark place. What we really want to know is: why does not God 

intervene more directly? Why can’t life be better or safer? Will the messes in our personal lives ever be 
fixed? We all have our questions, framed around those things that tear at our hearts. Why doesn’t God 
make things right? What good is God? 

 

Believe it or not, these questions are a part of Holy Scripture. Look at Isaiah 49: the prophet speaking to a 
people whose lives were bleak. They’d wandered far from what God intended. God appointed kings but 
they were poor leaders and allowed greed, selfishness, and sloth to shape the nation instead of 
faithfulness. Early 6th century BC, the Babylonians conquered God’s people, destroyed the Temple, and 
took its key leaders far away from the Promised Land. God’s chosen people were exiled in Babylon for 70 
years or 2 generations. The question-what good is God-was surely on their minds. Read the Minor Prophets 
and it was the same question they were asking in the exile. The more they asked it, the more they thought. 

Is God worthy of being served when his people find themselves in misery? Is God Someone who 
 should be worshipped when life falls apart; when there is no more king, Temple, homeland? 

Is God real? Does he act in life? Does God care? 
 

Isaiah reminds his people that God is still God. God will find a way when you think that 
there is no way. Phil Yancy came to this conclusion. 

 Despite the awful stuff of life, God never leaves us. God is always at work. 
 Though things get difficult, God’s love is steadfast. Through it all, we are to 
 embody the light, to keep on hoping, no matter what happens, no matter 
 where we find ourselves. 

 

Even in tough times, God’s call is to spread hope and light, not just when it feels right, 
not just when our side wins, not just among certain folk, but always and everywhere 
around the world. 



The meeting was held on the August 20, 2018. We began the meeting with a delicious 
dinner prepared by Jan Palmer to welcome Mike Shelton as our interim pastor. We had 
an opportunity to talk and share prior to the official meeting. 

Dr. Shelton called the meeting to order and lit the Christ candle. Bonnie Andruszka 
provided the devotion and opening prayer. 

An omnibus motion was presented and passed which approved minutes of the July 
Session meeting, membership changes and email votes since the last meeting. 

Helen Kelly shared correspondence of thanks received, and an opportunity available for 
lay pastor training. 

Christian Education requested permission for a speaker during the Sunday School hour, a local attorney that is 
working with a detention center in Georgia, which was approved. 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer. Next stated meeting: September 24, 2018 

Respectfully submitted by Bonnie Andruszka 
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Window on the Session 

WOW, TIME REALLY FLIES WHEN YOU GET OLD. 

IT IS ALREADY THAT TIME AGAIN. 

2018 CHRISTMAS FOR DSS KIDS IN OCONEE 

It is hard to believe that another year has gone and it is time to bring Christmas to those children in 
Oconee who are in so much need. 

This is our 28th year of participating in this most worthwhile project. Last year SPC sponsored 40 
kids in the Oconee DSS (Dept. of Social Services) program. If you really want to make your Christmas 
meaningful, join us in this wonderful journey shopping for a needy child. 

We will provide a PROFILE of a youngster which gives information about their wants and needs. 
Sizes for clothing will also be provided. A cover letter will be attached with further details.  
These profiles will be available the third week of October. 

All you need to do is call me at 247-0381 or email me at jerryecrabtree@bellsouth.net and 
you will be provided with the information you need to give your Christmas season a wonderful jump 
start. 

For all our new members, give me a call and let me explain how this very worthwhile program really works. 
Thanks! Jerry Crabtree. 

On Tuesday, October 9th, Ernie will be attending the South Carolina Faith Community 
Nurses Association meeting. Therefore, there will be no Parish Nurse office hours on 
Tuesday, October 9th. Instead, he will have office hours, 9 a.m. to noon, on Thursday, 
October 11th. With the above exception, Ernie is at the church every Tuesday from 9 a.m. 
to noon. Please feel free, during this time, to call him with a question, or concerns, or stop 
by his office for a visit. 

P arish 

N urse 
P arish 

N urse 

Ernie Lombard, RN 

mailto:jerryecrabtree@bellsouth.net
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Health and Wellness News for October 
 
I hope you enjoyed and were inspired by the article “Why Walk” brought to us by Rachel Davis, who is the 
editor in chief for Church Health Reader.  The message resonated with me, and walking was one of the top ten 
requests on the Health & Wellness survey last year. Two other reasons to walk are that we are blessed to live 
in the beautiful state of South Carolina and can enjoy some of the best fall weather ever. So, Health & Wellness 
would like to dedicate October as the month to get out and walk! 
Many of us have neighborhoods and trails where we walk, but varying your walk makes life more interesting. If 
you want to expand your walking experience, please think about walking the Shaver Complex Fitness Trail in 
Seneca or walking the Sertoma Field Trail in Walhalla. Plans are being made to walk on two Saturdays, October 
13th and October 27th at 9:00 am (weather permitting). If you have an interest, please contact me for more 
information at lalaroche@charter.net or call 864-719-0132. 

“An early-morning walk is a blessing for the whole day.” Henry David Thoreau 

mailto:lalaroche@charter.net
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 Eight members of Seneca Presbyterian Church worked for a week, September 17-21, in Keansburg, 
New Jersey, a community still recovering from the devastating Hurricane Sandy almost six years ago. We 
were joined on Wednesday by three members of Paul LaRoche’s family who live nearby. Our lodging was at 
Camp Evans, run by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. The work was supervised by a disaster recovery 
organization called SBP. 
 We worked in two homes during the work week arriving at the work site by 8:15 each morning and 
usually finishing about 4:30. Each morning Alex, the project leader, listed the task goals for that day. Bonnie, 
Jan and Brenda worked tirelessly painting 33 doors for one of the houses. Alan and Ken did floor finishing, 
baseboard and trim work among other tasks. Susan painted, painted, painted and patched dry wall. Paul and 
Richard, and Eric, Paul’s son-in-law, worked across the street at the other house installing a tile floor and 
drywall in a utility closet, allowing the furnace to be 
installed, the last needed step in getting the certificate of 
occupancy. Paul’s daughter, Janice, and granddaughter, 
Emily, caulked and did trim work. Everyone did various 
additional jobs as needed. 
 Members of SPC’s mission team were: Bonnie and 
Ken Andruszka, Richard and Susan Caldwell, Jan Crismore, 
Paul LaRoche, and Alan and Brenda Thomson. 
 We hope in the near future to have the opportunity 
to share more of this week in words and pictures with the 
congregation.  Feel free to ask any member of the team 
about the week. We thank those members of the 
congregation who gave some financial support and the 
Krech Fund for underwriting transportation costs. 

THERE AND BACK AGAIN …. New Jersey Mission Trip 
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BREAD FOR THE WORLD SUNDAY 2018 

"For the Son of Man came not to be served, 

but to serve..."  (Mark 10:45) 

 Today, trusting in Jesus' promise to his 
disciples that "for God all things are 
possible" (Mark 10:27), we join others in 
praying for those who struggle with hunger, 
and we rededicate ourselves to efforts that 
create hope and opportunity for those in 
need. 

 Our prayers and our actions are 
especially urgent at this time.  In Africa and 
the Middle East, severe drought and civil 
conflict have pushed millions of people into 

near- famine conditions.  In the weeks ahead, voters and our elected officials will make decisions that will 
affect the 1 in 8 U.S. families who struggle to get enough to eat. 

 In response to these urgent needs, and as part of Bread for the World Sunday, we join with many 
other churches to pray and to act - so that our nation's leaders put our country and the world on track 
toward the goal of ending hunger by 2030. 

 As we work toward this goal, we find strength and hope in accepting Jesus' invitation that "whoever 
wishes to become great among you must be your servant" (Mark 10:43). 

Bread for the World Sunday is October 21st.  Please pray for the end to world hunger using the prayer below.  
There is also a letter-writing campaign starting to urge our congressmen and representatives to vote for 
policies that will put an end to hunger.  Samples of these letters are posted on the bulletin board across from 
the office.  Please avail yourselves of the opportunity to be a part of this urgent campaign. 

"Loving God:  we are grateful for your blessings to us.  We pray that we may imitate Jesus in embracing 
service to others.  We pray for those who lack food and who are without loving family and friends.  We pray 
that our public officials may accept their responsibility for all our neighbors, both here and abroad, especially 
the poor and vulnerable.  In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen." 

Family Potluck October 17th at 5:30 p.m. 
Come meet and get great tips on being safe. Sergeant McGowan of the 

County Sheriff Department will give us great tips. 

Don’t forget to make your reservation and plan on bringing a delicious addition to the 
buffet table... 

———————————————————————————————————————— 

Fellowship Potluck on October 17, 5:30 p.m. 

 

Name ____________________________________________________________How Many: ___________ 



P a g e  7  Presby Press  

 

 

Early Service Fellowship 
Opportunity 

We would like to encourage an even stronger bond of 
fellowship for those attending the 9 am contemporary 
service. We would be delighted for others to join us every 
4th Wednesday at Lighthouse on Lake Keowee for dinner 
at 5:30 pm. RESERVATIONS are not necessary. Just tell 
them when you walk in that you are joining the SPC group 
and they will take you to “our table.” For more 
information, contact Doug and Barbara Click 
(faxforclick@gmail.com). 

Mark your calendar for 

October  24th at 5:30 

See you there! 

Lighthouse 

1290 Doug Hollow Road 

Seneca, SC 29672  

Nancy Morris ‘s new address is 

6019 Chagall Drive 

Roanoke VA 24018 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends 

that people get a flu vaccine by the end of October.  It usually takes 

about two weeks after taking the flu vaccine, before the body 

develops antibodies which fight against the flu.  The CDC further states 

that getting vaccinated later than October can still be beneficial. So, 

consider discussing the flu vaccine with your healthcare provider as soon as 

possible.  Furthermore, if you have questions regarding the flu shot, please discuss 

with Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse.  Stay healthy and enjoy your fall! 

P arish 

N urse 
P arish 

N urse 

Ernie Lombard, RN 

Friend in Faith Quote 

for October 

Annual Report Books for 2018 
are ready for you. They are on the web site 

for everyone to see. 

mailto:faxforclick@gmail.com
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~~ Thank you for all your support and love for our program. 

We couldn’t do it without our Ripple family!    ~Rachel and the Ripple Staff 

The Garden Subcommittee of the Missions/Outreach Committee 

Our night began with honoring Sandra Pruitt, Executive Director of 
Family Friends. Ripple of One acknowledged her as being our true 

Mother as her mentoring program drew Stephanie Enders into the healing and transformative 
properties of genuine relationships. With permission, Stephanie replicated Sandra’s program 
with the addition of incentives and matched savings. Every single one of our changing stories 
(staff included) is largely credited to Sandra’s pure, loving, and compassionate heart. Thank 

you, Sandra, for casting forth an incredible ripple! 
Financial Coach, Julia Schaefer, then gave an introduction to voting. “Voting is empowering!” She 

shared how to get registered to vote and what to expect when going to the polls. “In reality, there is no such 
thing as not voting: you either vote by voting, or you vote by staying home and tacitly doubling the value of 
someone else's vote.” 

Since we shared this night with many Meet-the-Teacher nights, we watched Mel Robbin’s Ted Talk 
‘How to Stop Screwing Yourself Over.” She shared her perspective on one of the most hurtful words: “Fine.” 
It’s a HUGE issue when you tell yourself that you are fine. There is a one in four hundred trillion chance that 
you are alive! And you’re just fine?! It cultivates stagnancy. Our hair, nails, and skin grow our entire life. Why 
do we think our soul would be any different? Every Ripple client owes it to yourself to transition beyond the 
stuck feeling or dissatisfaction and step into his/her need for exploration.  We can start momentum in the 
morning by not pressing snooze. The activation energy required to get out of bed and greet the day will 
ripple into the rest of our day. (Eleven of us committed to this challenge and to keep one another 
accountable.) 

Mel’s solution was simple (but not easy). FORCE yourself. Force yourself to get out of your head, force 
yourself to get past feelings, and force yourself to step outside of your comfort zone. 
When implemented, this will bypass the natural response to discomfort of pumping 
our emergency brake and shifting gears back into autopilot. Mel also suggested 
marrying an action (i.e. jotting down a note, texting your mentor, speaking it aloud) 
to an impulse to help avoid pumping the emergency 
brake that so often holds us back from our goals. 
The elementary-aged kids harvested tomatoes and 
spinach. They also got to go shopping in the store to 
spend a few of those hard-earned Ripple bucks. At the 
end of the night, Courtney Smith, our Children’s Program 
Coordinator, distributed personal backpacks full with 
their entire school supplies list to each and every kid. 

Talk about a heart to serve paired with extreme organizational skills! 

The Well 

“Little Green 
Thumbs Garden” 
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SPC Logo T-Shirts 
The church would like to let everyone know that Diamond-T Printing, in Fair 

Play, has the SPC logo ready and available for printing on a shirt of your 

choice. You also have the choice of purchasing a shirt from the order sheet 

in the church office. Wearing a shirt with the SPC embroidery on it is 

especially good when members are volunteering, helping with other projects, or simply “out and about”. It 

communicates to the community that we are an active and involved church. We have seen that people 

notice logos, and we want them to notice ours. So stop by the church and put your order in or bring a shirt. 

Thanks so much. 

Below are the choices of the two shirts you can pick from, or bring your own shirt to the church and we will 

take them to Diamond-T Printing. The cost for your own shirt is $8.22, Polo’s are $19.73 each and Long 

Sleeve Shirts are $29.76 each. 
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 Circle 6 meeting is the first Wednesday, October 3rd. Join us at the Ye’ Ole Sandwich Shop at 5:30 p.m. 

Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455. 

 Circle 2 meeting is the first Tuesday, October 2nd at 10:15 a.m. Join us in the church Library. 

Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177 

Tenth Annual SC Women's Retreat 

SAVE THE DATE:  The Tenth Annual SPC Women’s Retreat will 

be held on March 15th and 16th, 2019. Put the dates on your calendar 
now and watch the January Presby Press for more information and a 

registration form. We will once again enjoy the hospitality and beauty of Asbury Hills Camp and Retreat Center, 
near Cleveland SC. The cost of the retreat will again be $100. Our retreat leader will be Rev. Christie Owen 
Brown, who led our first retreat in 2010. You won’t want to miss this opportunity to learn and to grow in your 
faith. Plan now to spend 24 hours away from the everyday and to make new friends, rest, relax and enjoy 
God’s beautiful creation. 

In 1888, when the worldwide missionary movement of the church was in dire need 
of funds, the Women’s General Missionary Society came to the rescue. The women 
were challenged to help the cause by contributing an extra $1 (above and beyond 
their usual donation) as a “thank offering to their Lord”, and, as a result, the 
missionary movement was able to continue. 

Since that time, the PW organization has granted support to literally thousands of 
ministries worldwide and raised millions of dollars for mission. Through its annual 
Thank Offering, PW has helped to build some of the best hospitals, schools, 
orphanages, and domestic violence shelters, and to fund countless other church-
related projects and organizations both here and abroad. 

As we approach the season of Thanksgiving, we trust that God will continue to work 
through us and our gifts. We will never know the countless people who have been 

the beneficiaries of our engagement in God’s mission in the world, but we do believe in the ripple effect of 
the good that comes from even the small gifts we bring. Last year’s Thank Offering nationwide amounted to 
$710,000 and was distributed this spring to 22 ministries serving people in the U.S. and to 10 international 
projects where PC (USA) has partnerships. 

We encourage ALL OF THE CONGREGATION to contribute toward this year’s Thank 
Offering. Please turn in your contribution by check (made out to “PW of Seneca 
Pres. Church” with “Thank” written on the memo line) by Nov. 26th. You can use 
the envelopes found in the pews. 

Support women, children, 

and youth through the World 

Thank Offering 

PW Thank Offering 

is for Everyone 
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October Birthdays and 

*Anniversaries 
Flower  Calendar 

October 7 — Communion 

October 14 — A donation is made to OPSF by 

Dee  and Chip White in honor of their 

parents 

October 21—Flowers will be placed in the 
sanctuary by Deb Johnson Conway in loving 
memory of her family: Audrey, Mel, Ken 
Tery and Jay Johnson 

October 28 — Flowers will be placed in the 

sanctuary by Hansen and Ann Wetsel 

Memorials and Honorariums 
Margie Creel: Don & Cindi Lesley 

John Fields: Nancy Peterson 

Calvin Reinking: Joan Riley, Arthur Perry 

Garland Smith: Eleanor Richardson 

Jim Williams: Elaine Williams 

 

October 20 

  Kathy Gerner 

October 21 

  Larry & Kaki Harmon* 

  John & Elizabeth Lipscomb* 

October 22 

  Mimi & Kenny Hunt* 

October 23 

  Lindsay Hardy 

  Katie Robinson 

October 24 

  Will Arnold 

  Mark McJunkin 

October 25 

  Dee Dee White 

October 27 

  Tom Land 

  George Strobeck 

October 29 

  Ashley Carlson 

October 1 

  Warren Carpenter 

October 2 

  Elaine Williams 

October 5 

  Lesley LaRoche 

  Debbie Simpson 

October 6 

  Mark Davenport 

  Becky Drew 

October 7 

  Sally Fortune 

October 8 

  Tim Moon 

October 9 

  Donna Beebe 

  Paul LaRoche 

October 10 

  Ken Schuman 

October 11 

  Betty Aschom 

October 16 

  Lucy Ballenger 

October 18 

  John Anders 

October 19 

  Emily Land 

  Diana Owens 
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Each of these classes is open to 

new participants and welcomes 

visitors at any time.  Please 

consider these opportunities, 

choose one that meets your needs 

or piques your interest, and then 

visit to find out more. 

Children's Sunday School 

We meet each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

downstairs in the Craft Room. There 

will be a snack, a lesson, and an 

activity each morning. 

Sara Davis Stribling Class 

 What: The Present Word 

 Where: Sara Davis Stribling Room 

 Teachers: Larry Josey and Pat Harris 

 Contact: Jane Thomas, 882-1202 
 

Open Door Class 

What: The Wired Word 

(Topics vary weekly) 

Where: Library 

Facilitator: Bonnie Andruszka 

Contact: Bonnie Andruszka, 973-8008 

Opportunities For Study 

Men’s Bible Study 

What: The Present Word 

Where: Youth Room 

  (Archie Barron Hall) 

 Teachers: Louis Holleman 

  Contact: Louis Holleman, 885-0922 

 

The Koinonia Class 

 What: Studying the video series 

 The History of Christian Theology. 

 Where: Koinonia Room 

 Led by: Dan Toole 

 Contact: Dan Toole, 364-4846 

Brown Bag and Bible Study (BB&B) 
 

What: Brown Bag and Bible Study Group 
(BB&B) meets at noon each Thursday in the 
Sara Davis Stribling classroom. “If You Want To 
Walk On Water, You’ve Got To Get Out Of The 

Boat by: John Ortberg to be their 
focus of study for the month of 
Sep t emb er .  For  more 
information, you may contact 
Becky Drew 888 -3409 
rebeccadrew@bellsouth.net. 

 Everyone is Welcome  
Please join us 

http://www.google.com/imgres?sa=X&biw=1440&bih=708&tbm=isch&tbnid=0pWBP5-m8kk_RM%3A&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dubbsmemorial.org%2Fworship.htm&docid=eqQIvqmn62Qx2M&imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dubbsmemorial.org%2Fimages%2Fsunday%252520school%252520class.gif&w
mailto:rebeccadrew@bellsouth.net


We encourage you to pre-order your 
coffee, so we don’t run out and you 
get exactly what you want! And 
definitely place your order if you 
prefer dark roast and/or whole beans 
as they will only be ordered upon 
request! 

Coffee is $10 per pound! If paying by 
check, make it out to SPC, with 
coffee written on the memo line! 
Payment with the pre-order is 
appreciated! 

See you at the coffee cart soon! 
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Deacons 
Co-Moderators: 

Becky Drew, Dian Yanessa 
 

Vicki Andy, Susan Caldwell, 
Jan Crismore, Becky Hetherington, 

Kelly Holleman, Carla Honea, 
Lesley LaRoche, Chad Laxton, 

Charlotte McDonald, Lavonne Moon, 
Diana Owens, Natalie Schwartz, 

Nancy Wilson 
 

Trustees 
 

Class of 2018: Jerry Fouts 

Class of 2019: Bob Norton 

Class of 2020:  Jerry Crabtree 

2018 Calendars, Box Tops 

and UPC labels 

They can be placed in the church 
library. The calendars are 
distributed at Our Daily Bread, Our 
Daily Rest, “FamilyFriends”, and 
OPSF. 

Keep Collecting 
“Ladies That Do 
Lunch” gather the 
2nd and 4th 

Tuesday of each month at The 
Spot on Ram Cat Alley at 12:00 
noon. Everyone is welcome—
come and 
e n j o y 
g o o d 
fellowship 
and great 
food! 

Seneca Presbyterian 

Church Officers 

Session 2018 

Moderator: W. Mike Shelton 
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly 

Treasurer: Barbara Davenport 
 

Administration: 
Jim Kenworthy, Moderator 

Lewis Creel 
Building & Grounds: 

Glenn McCants, Moderator 
Tim Moon 

George Strobeck 
Christian Education: 

Kathy Gerner, Moderator 
Fellowship: 

Jan Palmer, Moderator 
Finance: 

Paul LaRoche, Moderator 
Missions/Outreach: 

Bonnie Andruszka and Ann Smith, 
Co-Moderators 
Stewardship: 

Louis Holleman, Moderator 
Worship: 

Nancy Clayton, Moderator 

Cafe Justo: Direct Response, Delicious Coffee 

Thanks to Paul LaRoche for this 

beautiful Coffee Cart. 

Just Coffee orders 

The first Sunday of the month is a coffee order day, so October 7th is 
your next opportunity! There will be coffee to taste from our “fair-
trade coffee plus co-op”, Café Justo, and coffee to buy or order your 
favorites. 

Congratulations 
to Officers Newly Elected to 

Serve this Congregation 

Ruling Elders:  Deacons:  
Class of 2021 Class of 2021 
Ann Castle Donna Absher 
Jerry Fouts Pat Harris 
Lyn Norton Kelly Holleman 
Mark Davenport Mark McJunkin 
 Julie Perkins 

Trustee:  Class of 2021 
Danny Day 

When: November 9-December 24 
Where: 12 Locations 
Who: All Ages, 2-4 hour shifts, 
Sign-up sheet is in the church 
office or call the office 882-2505 



Visit us at 

www.sprez.org 

             @ Seneca 

Presbyterian Church 

Telephone – 864-882-2505       FAX – 864-882-2528 

Email – senecachurch@bellsouth.net 

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Dr. W. Mike Shelton, Interim Pastor 

mikeshelton407@gmail.com 

Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate 

rwcfrog@bellsouth.net 

Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus 

Dr. Les and Dr. Cindy Morgan, Missionary 

Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse 

Tuesdays  - 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

elombardspc@bellsouth.net 

Carla Padgett,  Director of Music 

carla@carlasart.com 

Robin Smith, Church Secretary 

rsmithspc@bellsouth.net 

Glenda Pitts, Financial Secretary   

gpittsspc@outlook.com 

James Gaines, Custodian 

Jonathan Hoover, Custodian 
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