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JOHN’S BLOG: November 2020
As we look forward to a normally busy time of year on our social calendars, this year invites
us—out of necessity—to be creative. Creativity is important in the best of times, but during
challenging times it is even more important. I
invite you to think “outside the box” as the old
saying goes. Move outside your “comfort zone”
to transform familiar traditions and rituals with
new ones. And in doing so, it never hurts if you
can have some fun in the process!

For example, before Thanksgiving this year, send your favorite
recipe for Thanksgiving dinner to a friend or family member you
will miss being with this year because of the pandemic. Better
yet, exchange favorite recipes with each other. Then after your
Thanksgiving Day meal call each other to compare notes and
share stories.
During the Advent Season, consider designating a special place of worship in your home
where you will place an Advent Wreath, an Advent Devotional guide or book, and a list
of prayer concerns. Each week choose a time to light the appropriate candle(s)
representing the corresponding week in Advent. Then read the devotional and pray for
one person on your prayer list. Better yet, arrange to do this in tandem with a friend or
family member over the phone. “Face Time” works best for this, but even a regular
phone call will work fine. Light the candles on your Advent wreath together and share
with each other one prayer concern.
The Prophet Isaiah wrote:
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.”
Isaiah 43:19
Blessings, John

Daylight Savings Time Ends Sunday, Nov. 1st.

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON THURSDAY
AND FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26th and 27th, FOR THE
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS.
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We’d Love to Have You Join Us . . .
To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation. You
are invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we provide.
Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an invitation to unite
with this church. Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's Classes that explore the
meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian tradition. Those interested in
membership are encouraged to participate in these classes. If you are interested in
conversation about membership, do not hesitate to call the church office anytime at
882-2505.

From time to time Seneca Presbyterian Church offers a series of three
informational classes for those who are interested in joining SPC or
who just want to know more about us. We started a class last March
that was interrupted by our Covid shutdown. We will offer the second
and third classes in the series on consecutive Sundays, November 1st
and 8th. We will meet in Pastors Hall at 9 am. Seating will be socially
distanced and masks will be required. We’d love to have anyone who
is interested. For planning purposes, please let us know you are coming by calling the church at 882-2505. If
you want to be part of all three classes or are not comfortable with gathering with others yet, we hope to
offer a new series in the spring when, hopefully, things will be back to normal.

Window on the Session
Session approved the building of a small food pantry to be located next to the Chapter House.
The Session voted to give Habitat for Humanity $12,500 for tornado relief. made up of the
remainder of the Krech Mission Fund ($12, 465.19) and $800 in individual donations for tornado
relief. The Session also voted to donate $50,000 to the City of Seneca Tornado Relief Fund from
the Byrd Fund and unspent donations for tornado recovery. The Session voted to create a task
force to focus on Church growth to be made up of Elders, Deacons, and congregation members.
The City of Seneca has told the church to remove the church sign as it is now seen as a traffic
hazard. A reminder to the members of the church that stewardship of the church continues
throughout the year and is tax deductible. It is not a once - a - year event.
Thank you, Steve Gibson, Elder

Church Staff
‘Tis the Season to Show our Appreciation for our Church Staff! A reminder that Christmas
is just around the corner. Anyone who would like to make a donation to the staff Christmas
gift fund, is free to do so by Sunday, December 13th (absolute deadline). Please include
“Staff Christmas Gift” on your check. It is a wonderful time to remember our office, parish
associate, music and custodial staff members.

Page 4

Presby Press

Health and Wellness
Save the Date
Coffee with Ernie
November 17th at 9:30 am in Pastors Hall
Hope you can join us for coffee and conversation.
Let’s start our morning talk with the topic of “Gratitude”.
“Gratitude is a powerful catalyst for happiness. It’s the spark that lights
a fire of joy in your soul”.

Ernie Lombard, RN

P urse
N

Amy Colette

The following information was provided to me by a parishioner at Seneca
Presbyterian Church, and it certainly is helpful information.

In the unlikely event of an evacuation from one’s home or an emergency
while traveling, having an ALL-HAZARDS EMERGENCY KIT assembled and
readily available in your home or vehicle can literally be a lifesaver. Possible
components of the kit include the following:
WATER – one gallon per person, per day; FOOD – nonperishable, easy-to-prepare items (minimum 3 day
supply); FLASHLIGHT/EXTRA BATTERIES; BATTERY-POWERED or HAND-CRANK RADIO; FIRST AID KIT
containing whistle, antibiotic ointment, bandages, face masks and gloves; MEDICATIONS (up to 7 day supply)
and ADDITIONAL MEDICAL SUPPLIES (hearing aids/extra batteries, glasses, contact lenses with solution,
syringes); MULTIPURPOSE SUPPLIES (wrench, pliers, plastic sheet, duct tape, scissors, matches);
SANITATION/PERSONAL/HYGIENE ITEMS and bleach; COPIES OF PERSONAL DOCUMENTS (medication list
and pertinent medical information; copies of passport, birth certificate and insurance policies); CELL PHONE
CHARGER; EMERGENCY BLANKET.

Hopefully, the need will never arise for the use of the emergency kit; however, if it does, it will pay to be
prepared.
Stay safe, Ernie

To Seneca Presbyterian, Richard Caldwell and Helpers,
I just wanted to give you a huge shout out and a big thank you for removing the tree
out of my yard from the tornado on April 13th. You were an unexpected blessing to
me. I appreciate all of you for helping me. You were showing your fruits of the spirit. I
hope God will bless each of you. It’s so good to see the community helping one
another. Take care and stay safe! Love and Prayers, Michelle
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A catered Christmas Brunch will be held on Sunday, December 13th, following the 10:00 am
church service featuring special Christmas music. We hope you will join us for some longoverdue fellowship!
**We will have Covid-19 safety measures in place for your safety and peace of mind.**
The menu will include:
• Maple Pecan French Toast
• Scrambled Eggs
• Bacon and Sausage Links
• Fresh Fruit
• English Muffin Toast
• Coffee and Tea
Adults: $13
Children: FREE
Please note: Payment must be accompanied with your reservation
——————————————————————————————————————————
Christmas Brunch
Sunday, December 13, 2020
Name _____________________________________________ # Adults ($13 each) _____
# Children (Free)
Phone # _______________________

_____

email ____________________________________

Are there others you would be comfortable dining with at the same table? Both reservations

need to list the same group. ____________________________________________________

Dear John and Church Family, How nice of you, Judy, Dian and Diana to plan a
church drive by! It was so nice to see some familiar faces. I miss being in church
but watch virtually. It’s not the same as being there, but it works.
I appreciate receiving the church bulletin and your “Good Evening Church”
letter. Thanks to all of you and God bless you. Love in Christ, Jean Reinking.
Also, thanks to the members for so many lovely birthday cards. Being 90
ain’t so bad!!
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Just Coffee-Delicious Coffee with a Purpose
Coffee will be available on November 1st, but please preorder, so the transaction is as
safe as possible. We offer Arabica, Arabica Decaf and Robusta in Regular or Dark roast
and in regular grind, fine grind or whole beans. Coffee is $10 per pound bag. If paying
by check, make it out to SPC and make sure to put “Coffee” on the memo line. Please
email or call Bonnie Andruszka at bandruszka@gmail.com or 864-973-8008. If your
coffee choice is available, it will be available the 1st. If it needs to be ordered, I’ll let
you know and have it available as soon as the shipment arrives!
Café Justo is a grower—owned coffee cooperative based in Chiapas, Mexico. They
market a pure organic coffee which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of justice. The goal is to
maintain a sustainable small scale business that provides opportunity and incentive to remain on their family
lands. Your coffee purchase has a direct impact on the families allowing them training & resources for a
successful business and living wages.

A CARD SHOWER
My dear FIF and a friend of all of us at SPC, Dodie Benzee, will celebrate her birthday on November
9. Please help me bring a smile to her face by “showering” her with birthday cards. It will bring joy
to her heart to hear from her SPC friends. Her address Is: Dodie Benzee, 115 Gillespie Road - Room
115, Seneca, SC 29678. Thank You - Jan Crismore

A CARD SHOWER
Lets also shower Rev. Dr. George Harper with cards.
Hopefully, he will be home from the hospital soon.

Lions Recycle for Sight
Eyeglass Recycling – How You Can
Help
In just about any dresser drawer, one
can find a pair of eyeglasses that are
no longer being used. That same pair of eyeglasses can
change another person's life. That's why we started the
Lions Recycle for Sight program. Everyone can help. If
you have used eyeglasses you no longer need, you can
donate them now. Lions accept prescription and
reading glasses, sunglasses and plastic and metal
frames. Children's glasses are especially needed. The
box for donating is in the church library.

Friend in Faith Quote
for November
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SWEET SUGAR HIGH
Grandmother’s announcement of baking a holiday cake was thrilling.
We kids can help out if she is willing.
She would make it a giant, maybe even huge, cake.
We’ll have a party and have a grand time eating what she’ll bake.
She told us five kids, “This is what I will prepare.
Bring me the powdered sugar your mothers have on hand.”
We brought to her 15 cake mixes and a big batch of sugar.
She proceeded to whip up this cake to beat the band.
When we children brought the powdered sugar, we also brought a lot of chocolate, too.
We all giggled about the size of the cake.
We wiggled when we imagined the size of the piece we would take.
Our bellies were stuffed by the time we got through.
Our parents were quite stuffed, too.
We were all in happy agreement as we said farewell.
We thanked her for baking while she was here.
We will all look forward to her next visit.
It will be sometime in the coming year.
She said as she left, “I think I will do this again when I’m here.”
We all gave a parting cheer.
“I enjoyed this so much,” she said.
She smiled and shed a tear.
CFP—10-24-18

Missions and Community Care says
*Oconee United Ministries (OUM) Needs Volunteers!
OUM (located in SPC’s Chapter House across the street from the church) is in desperate
need of volunteers to answer phones to respond to requests for help for payment of rent,
power, etc. from persons in our community. They are currently doing all of this ministry
by phone and are not personally meeting with clients. The need is for persons to work on
the phone on either the second or third Tuesday of each month from 9 AM to 11 AM. If interested,
please call Ann Smith @ 864-973-8967. Thank you!
*Do you know when there is a 5th Sunday it is “Peanut Butter Sunday”? Please bring peanut butter to be
given to Golden Corner Food Pantry. Peanut butter is a nutritious food that can provide sustenance to
those in need.
*Do you know that Thornwell Home for Children in Clinton is the
Presbytery’s November mission? An offering for them will be collected
on November 22nd.
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•Circle 2 meeting is the first Tuesday, November 3rd, at 10:15 a.m. Join us in the church Library.
Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177
•Circle 6 meeting is the first Wednesday, November 4th. Join us at Pastors Hall at 5:30 p.m.
Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455.

Would you like to impact a child's life? If so, reach out to us and
find out more about our mentorship program for our
children/youth.
""Mentors help kids see their future"~Brian Stemmie Olympian
We are currently in need of children mentors. If you're interested
in making a difference in a child's life please contact us at 864882-8777

Alga, our sponsored World Vision child in Ethiopia
We are now in our 6th year of sponsoring and communicating with Alga! She is 14
years old and lives in the northern region of Ethiopia with her mother, father, sister,
brother and three goats. Because of the COVID 19 impact, we had not heard from her
for a few months, but were happy to receive two letters recently. As of earlier this
year, she and her family were well! Children in her region are studying at home, with
teacher support by radio. World Vision is concentrating on bringing protective
supplies and information to help stop the spread of the virus, as well as focusing on
child protection during these challenging times. Alga sends her love and thanks for
our prayers for her.
Our Sunday School tradition for many years has been to hold a Bake Sale in December
to raise the money for our monthly sponsorship of this special friend. Due to the virus, we will not be able
to gather the children for a baking day and will not be holding the traditional Bake Sale. But....look for
something like a virtual bake sale coming in December! Our sponsorship is especially crucial this year!
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2020 DSS Christmas Program
Everyone, this is our 30th year participating in the Oconee DSS
(Dept. of Social Services)
This one looks very different to me than any of the others that I can remember.
Many parents and foster parents may not even have jobs during this season, so I am sure that
anything that we can do to help will be greatly appreciated. The kids themselves may wonder what
Christmas may be like this year.
Our church family has been blessed in so many ways and have supported this program faithfully for
a long time. I am sure that we will be able to make 2020 Christmas special even though it is
different.
Last year we sponsored 43 children plus there was an additional $590.00 donated by members to
assist DSS to fill in as needed.
We will provide a PROFILE of a youngster which gives information about their needs and wants.
Sizes for clothing will also be provided. A cover letter will be attached with further details. These
profiles will be available the third week of October.
All you need to do is to call me at 864-247-0381 or email me at jerryecrabtree@bellsouth.net and
you will be provided with information you need to give your Christmas a wonderful jump start.
If you are a new member, give me a call and let me explain how this very worthwhile program works.
Jerry Crabtree

2020 CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
We will again offer the opportunity to make a donation during the Christmas season in
honor or in memory of others. The donations will cover the cost associated with the floral
arrangements during the Sundays of Advent. An effort to use natural available greenery and floral
materials will minimize the arrangement cost. As in years past, all additional funds will be donated to
the Oconee United Ministries.
Thank you for your contributions.
————————————————————————————————————————————–
In honor or in memory of (circle one) _________________________________________________________
Name(s) giving the donation ________________________________________________________________

Presby Press
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Garden news:
Fall is here with cooler weather and our church garden continues to provide! Because of a rainy Thursday in
September and a Covid cancellation of Thursday's in—person meeting in October, we have not been able to
meet with the Ripple of One children as planned. But we were delighted to pick 10 bags of Brussel sprouts,
three bags of the first tender and sweet lettuce of the fall and a few sugar snap peas and green peppers in
October. The produce was taken down to the Ripple office and staff members graciously offered to get the
fresh vegetables to the families. We also dug up 21 pounds of sweet potatoes to give to the families. Many
thanks to James for advice on the sweet potatoes! Beginning to grow in the garden are rows of lovely lettuce,
broccoli, kale, green and red cabbage and sweet onions, and we look forward to sharing that as well! If you
love gardening and love working with children, consider joining us in the late winter (February) as we plan
next years’ garden adventures! Drop me an email at sccaldwell11@bellsouth.net. Susan Caldwell

Helen Kelly and her grand girls enjoying the church playground on a pretty day!

Children's Sunday School
We all miss having the children with us in worship and in the
classrooms on Sunday mornings!
Each of our families of elementary children was provided with a
special Bible, "Growing in God's Love Story Bible" along with a
bag of lessons and materials for a unit of study called "Brave
Women and Men of the Old Testament". The lessons were
supplemented by links to online resources and some craft
projects. We are preparing an at-home study for the season of
Advent with some special family projects. Our families are so
special and we look forward to the days that we will come to
gather together again!
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Memorials and Honorariums
Martha Holleman: Robert Moffat, Corise Holleman and Bob Gambrell,
Alexander Macaulay (Active/Retired Circuit Judge), Jan Crismore, Ken
and Lou Schuman, Janey and Chris Turner, and Dian Yanessa

The Community Tree Center in Westminster is sponsoring a "damsel in defense" class for middle/high school
women and adult women. The first twenty females will be accepted. If you are interested, please call Officer
Mulwee at 203-998-8609 to reserve a spot in the class. The first classes are free "instructional only". A
"hands on" class will be offered at a later date at a cost.

Thornwell Offering
The Thornwell Home for Children is located an hour and a half from Seneca in
Clinton, SC. It is a special place sponsored by Presbyterians in SC. Here, children
whose parents can no longer care for them, come and find a place to live, learn, and
grow. No matter if they are there for only a short time or long-term, they find a home
in a cottage with house parents. Thornwell’s mission depends on giving and you are
invited to consider prayerfully the impact this special offering can make in the lives of
the children.
We celebrate Thornwell near Thanksgiving and this year the offering will be gathered
on November 22nd. If you will be out of town that Sunday, contribute anytime prior
to that and mark your gift for Thornwell.

The 2021 Flower Calendar
notebook is located on the table
across from the church office or you
can reserve a date on our website
sprez.org/worship/flowers. If you would
like to provide flowers for the sanctuary
during 2021, please sign on the chosen date.
Please remember, instead of fresh flowers you can
make a donation to your favorite fund or charity. If
you make any changes in the book, please let the
office know about it. There is a link to order your
flowers from Heartwarmers, the florist the church
uses.

Brown Bag and Bible Study (BB&B)
What: The Story
When: Thursdays at 12:00 p.m.
(you are welcome to bring lunch)
Where: Pastors Hall
Contact: John Hartman 864-280-1888
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Volunteers Needed to Count the Offering
Count teams of two meet on Monday mornings to count the offering. The time
commitment is about an hour, once a month. You will work with an experienced
counter to learn the ropes. Substitute counters are needed too. If you would like to
volunteer, please contact Ann Castle at anncastle@charter.net or 864-944-1187.

Congratulations to Our New Officers Elected on October 4th
Ruling Elders (Class of 2023)

Deacons (Class of 2023)

Trustee (Class of 2023)

Glenn McCants

Liz Laxton

Paul LaRoche

Kathy Gerner

Sally Fortune

Elder (Class of 2021)

Gary Owens

Sue Anders

David Hartman

Chad Laxton

Vicki Andy

Elder (Class of 2022)
Everett Fuller & Chuck Kellner

We would like to thank the following for their dedication to serve on the Congregational
Nominating Committee:
Helen Kelly, Elder Chair; Jan Crismore, Deacon; Dian Yanessa; Carol Hartman; Paul LaRoche;
and Rev. Hartman, Ex-Officio.

In Case You are Curious, We Support Four Special Offerings Each Year
Thanksgiving: The Thornwell Home for Children, Clinton, SC (statewide)
Christmas: The Joy Offering (PC-USA)
Easter: The One Great Hour of Sharing (PC-USA)

Mother’s Day: The Presbyterian (Retirement) Communities of South Carolina
Your giving is greatly appreciated!

CHURCH VOLUNTEER APPEAL FOR BABYREAD
Volunteers Needed for BabyRead during Pandemic
BabyRead volunteers continue to stay in touch with families by texting, phoning and dropping off books once
a month. We need volunteers more than ever to provide our moms and babies with books and moral support
during this time of isolation. Become a BabyRead volunteer by emailing Caren at babyread@charter.net.
To learn more about BabyRead, go to www.babyread.org. [501(c)(3) organization, serving Oconee County.]
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November Birthdays and *Anniversaries
November 2

November 14

Tony Knowles

Duane & Margaret Campbell*

November 6

November 17

Vicki Andy

Gil & Pat Huggins*

November 7
Louis & Kelly Holleman*
November 8

Duane Campbell
Caroline Carlson
Scott Nickles

November 18
Peggy Fouts
November 20

Dodie Benzee
Jane Day

Herbert Morgan
Donna & Trey Absher*
Richard & Susan Caldwell*
Glenn & Kathy McCants*
November 29
Larry Harmon

Kaki Harmon

Robin Smith

Chris Cunningham

Knox Williams

November 21

November 9

November 28

November 30

Becky Hetherington

Luke McPhail

Katie Murr

Reid & Jan Arnold*

Bill & Carolyn Palmer*

November 10
Donna Absher
Corbett Long

December Birthdays and *Anniversaries
December 1
Ethan Hovencamp
Walt Smith
December 4
Christy Jones
Stephen Jones

December 9
Tracy Andrews
December 11
Bill Hovencamp
December 12
Pat Williams
December 13
Marti Usher

December 14
Everett Fuller
December 15
Mike Harper
December 16
Curtis & Elizabeth Long*
December 18
Tim & Lavonne Moon*
December 19
Ken Andruszka
December 20
Judy Todd

December 21
Fynn DeHay
Makayla Hovencamp
Bill & Rosalie Hovencamp*
Noel Lehner
James Moss

December 22
Lewis Creel
December 27
Brenda Lamb
Lilli Rannou
John & Nancy Wilson*
December 28
Fynn & Brenda DeHay*
Emily & Jerry Land*
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Seneca Presbyterian
Church Officers
Session 2020
https://www.sprez.org/home
Or type Seneca Presbyterian Church and our web site will come up.
When you are on our web site, you can see what is happening, sign up
for pot lucks, check out the bulletins, read and listen to the sermons.
Pay the web site a visit, search around and see all the things we have
to offer.

Moderator: Dr. John Hartman
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport

November 22 — In Lieu of flowers in the sanctuary, a donation is being
made to DSS in honor of Jerry Crabtree.

Administration:
Jerry Fouts, Moderator
Chuck Kellner
Building & Grounds:
Glenn McCants, Moderator
Christian Education:
Kathy Gerner, Moderator
Steve Gibson
Fellowship:
Bonnie Andruszka and Chris Paulik
Co-Moderators
Finance:
Ann Castle, Moderator
Missions/Outreach:
Ann Smith, Moderator
Everett Fuller
Stewardship:
David Hartman, Moderator
Worship:
Mark Davenport, Moderator

November 29 — Flowers are put in the sanctuary by Helen Kelly in loving
memory of Russ Kelly.

Deacons

Flower Calendar
November 1 — In Lieu of flowers in the sanctuary, a donation is being
made to Oconee United Ministries by Jan Crismore in honor of
Crismore and Steinaway Family members.
November 8 — Flowers are put in the sanctuary by Chuck and Judy
Kellner in honor of their friends and family.
November 15 — Flowers are put in the sanctuary by Donna and Trey
Absher in honor of their 50th wedding anniversary. Happy anniversary!

Co-Moderators:
Donna Absher and Chad Laxton

Keep Collecting

2020 Calendars, Box Tops
and UPC labels
They can be placed in the
church
library.
The
calendars are distributed at
Our Daily Bread, Our Daily
Rest, “Family Friends”, and
O.U.M.

Donna Beebe, Susan Caldwell,
Jan Crismore, Ann Fuller,
Pat Harris, Lesley LaRoche,
Carolyn Maddox, Luke McPhail,
Mark McJunkin, Diana Owens,
Julie Perkins

Trustees
Class of 2020: Jerry Crabtree
Class of 2021: Danny Day
Class of 2022: Louis Holleman

Seneca Presbyterian Church
Corner of Oak and South 1st Street, Seneca, SC
(864) 882-2505 sprez.org

Visit us at
www.sprez.org
@ Seneca
Presbyterian Church
Telephone – 864-882-2505
Email – senecasprezchurch@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Dr. John Hartman, Pastor
johnbhartmanii@outlook.com
Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate

Rosalie Hovencamp, Director of Music
rosencamp81@hotmail.com
Robin Smith, Church Secretary

rwcfrog@bellsouth.net

rsmithsprez@gmail.com

Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus

James Gaines, Custodian

Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse

Christopher Cunningham, Custodian

Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
elombardspc@gmail.com

Diane Williams, Financial Secretary
senecapresfinancialsec@gmail.com

