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Happy  

Mother’s  

Day Proverbs 31:26 

She opens her mouth in wisdom,  

And the teaching of kindness is  

on her tongue.  
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JOHN’S BLOG:  May 2021: 

SPC Congregation 

Everyone is invited to attend a picnic at Don and Nancy Clayton’s yard on 

Sunday, May 2nd following church service. We are sending them off to 

Pennsylvania to be closer to their son. You may bring a chair and a picnic lunch or 

just stop by and wish them well. 

I find myself breaking into singing one of my favorite hymns: 
“All Creatures of Our God and King, Lift Up Your Voice and With Us Sing, Alleluia! Alleluia!” 

 
AND SPEAKING OF SINGING, did you know that we are forming a Young People’s Choir at the church? 
 
They will have their first meeting / rehearsal on Sunday, 
May 16th at 11:15 AM immediately following the worship 
service and will meet in the Choir Room. All children aged 5 
through 12 are invited to come. AND any young person 
aged 13 and older is also invited to come to talk with our 
Music Director, Rosalie Hovencamp, about singing with 
the adult choir. 
 
A young person need not be a member of SPC to come and sing with us. All are welcome. 
 
If you have a young person who you will bring to this meeting / rehearsal OR have additional questions, please 
contact Rosalie Hovencamp by email at: rosencamp81@hotmail.com 
 
Blessings, 
Your Pastor, John 

A Time for Spring and Singing 

Finally, spring is upon us and summer is not far behind! Many 
of you have told me about your outdoor activities and 
adventures as the combination of warmer weather and the 
lessening of COVID restrictions coincide. I have delighted in 

hearing about how your gardens are shaping up; your plans to travel and even your next golf outing! 

LOOKING FOR A SENECA PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER COORDINATOR 

 All of us now know only too well that disasters can strike and we are no exception. 
Every Presbyterian church in South Carolina is being strongly encouraged to have a 
Disaster Coordinator. This person, with help from others, would be the contact person in 
our church should a disaster occur and this person would know how to use and put into 
motion our church’s own disaster plan. That plan is yet to be developed but will be. For 
more information and/or if you are interested please contact Richard Caldwell, our Parish 
Associate. E-mail: rwcfrog@bellsouth.net or Phone: 710-5407. 

mailto:rosencamp81@hotmail.com?subject=rosencamp81@hotmail.com
mailto:rwcfrog@bellsouth.net
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We’d Love to Have You Join Us . . . 
To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation. You are 
invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we provide. Please let us 
know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an invitation to unite with this church. 
Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's Classes that explore the meaning of church 
membership in our Presbyterian tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged 
to participate in these classes. If you are interested in conversation about membership, do 
not hesitate to call the church office anytime at 882-2505. 

Window on the Session 

Committee reports were given by the Elders in charge of the 
committees, recap as follows: 

David Hartman and Reverend John recapped the current status of the 
Church Growth Task Force, stating the Task Force continues to meet 
and review the different thoughts and ideas presented to the 
members of the task force by the congregation. It was noted the 
large Welcome Banners have been placed on the front of the church, 
thanks to Elder Glenn McCants. 

(Take time to look at the new banners, they are great!!), 

Elder Chris Paulik reviewed the plans of the Fellowship Committee 
stating they were making plans to hold a Barbeque on May 12 with a 
rain date of May 19, more to follow. 

The next stated meeting of the Session will held on May 24, 2021 at 
5:30pm. 

Respectively summitted by Jerry Fouts 

Mother’s Day Offering 

Help us celebrate Mother's Day by participating in the Mother's Day offering to be 
collected May 9th. This offering supports charitable care at the five Presbyterian 
Communities of South Carolina, celebrating "60 Years Young" of caring for the older 
adults who live in these communities. Even when a resident has saved prudently for 
retirement, a costly medical crisis or exceptionally long life can deplete his or her 
savings. In any given year, 5-7% of the over 800 older adults living in these 
communities will need some level of financial assistance to remain living there. PCSC 
has been sustained for 60 years by faithful churches and individuals. Please consider 
participating in this offering and support this ministry of our older adults in our care. 

Session Meeting 4/26/2021 

This meeting was conducted in person in Barron Hall. The meeting was called to order by 
Reverend Doctor John Hartman with Helen Kelly serving as clerk. Helen assured the meeting 
Chair of a quorum. Jerry Fouts provided the devotional and prayer for the meeting. 

Upon proper motion, the various minutes were approved as presented. Reverend John 
presented the Joys and Concerns of the church, reviewing the various people needing our 
thoughts and prayers. 
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• ·Circle 2 meeting is the first Tuesday, May 4th, at 10:15 a.m. 
Join us in the church library. 

Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177 

• Circle 6 meeting is the first Wednesday, May 5th at 5:30 p.m. 

Join us in Fellowship Hall. 

Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455 

Sunday, April 18th was a day to celebrate with the Murr family as they moved back into their home in Seneca 

just over a year from the day the EF3 tornado came through Seneca and destroyed much of their house. 

The Deacons and the children's Sunday School teachers generously provided "housewarming" gifts (sheets, 

pillows, towels, and kitchen and pantry items, as well as blankets, stuffed animals and art supplies for the 

children) and the family was so appreciative. We gathered in the living room for a "house blessing" led by 

Pastor John, and everyone felt the joy of this time for the family! We are certainly blessed to have this 

opportunity to celebrate with Matt and Tonya, Katie, Jacob and Ellie! 

Housewarming for the Murr Family 

May 2 —  

May 9 — Flowers are placed in the sanctuary by Pat and Gil Huggins in loving 
memory of Karen McBryde. 

May 16 — Flowers are placed in the sanctuary by June and Jim Carroll. 

May 23 — A donation is made to OPSF, by Nancy and Jon Young in loving 
memory of our loved ones. 

May 30 — A donation is made to Safe Harbor, by Ellen Hotz in honor of 
Jeremy Stanton and Susan Caldwell. 

Consider how the wild 

flowers grow. They do 

not labor or spin. Yet I 

tell you, not even 

Solomon in all his 

splendor was dressed 

like one of these. 

Luke 12:27 

SPC Family, I just want to say how blessed I am to be an employee here. Everyone makes me 
enjoy everyday coming to work and an occasional Sunday to worship with this amazing Church 
Family. I have only been here for six years, but I am looking forward to seeing what the future of 
this beautiful church will be, as it is on its journey to grow. Blessings to everyone, Robin Smith. 
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Fellowship Barbecue 

Wednesday, May 12th (**Rain date: May 19th) 

5:30 PM 

 

 

Please join us for a long-overdue return to fellowship. We plan to practice social distancing so this event will 

be held outside by the gazebo . . . please note the rain date. 
 

Barbecue, cole slaw, chips, and bottled water will be provided. Feel free to bring your own lemonade, iced 

tea, or soda if you prefer. Please bring your own comfortable lawn chair! 
 

Please sign-up by Friday, May 7th, so we will be able to have plenty of food! You may call the church office, 

complete this form, or utilize the church website under “Fellowship Events.” 
 

Name _____________________________________________________________ Number Attending _____ 

The LaRoche twin grandsons Hudson Isaiah 

and Patton Asher, who were born as preemies 

in 2019, are now thriving. As always, the 

LaRoche family continues to be so grateful for 

the love, prayers and support given 

by our church family. 

Paul and Lesley 
Twins quietly exploring! 

Twin boys sharing a moment. 

Looks like trouble to me! 

LaRoche Twin Grandsons Update 

Many thanks to our wonderful Sunday School children for the surprise I found on my front porch Easter 
morning! And many thanks to Diana Owens for making this happen! She knew of my love for sheep and she 
accomplished the amazing task of getting each of our 18 children to decorate their own sheep to add to the 
poster. Each one is special, just like each child is so special! Betty Strobeck added her beautiful artwork and 
Robin Smith kept it all under wraps until Easter when Diana placed this on my porch before sunrise! This has 
been an interesting year as we have tried to provide Bible stories, lessons, and activities for the children at 
home, and we look forward to being "in person" in the fall. You may want to join the staff of dedicated teachers! 
It is such a privilege and blessing to work with our children! 
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Just Coffee-Delicious Coffee with a Purpose 

Just Coffee-May Orders 

The coffee cart will be back on May 2nd! We will be practicing social distancing, so 
please be aware of others when browsing or purchasing! There is a variety to choose 
from, but a new order will be sent this month, so please pre-order if you’ll need coffee 
before summer. 
 

We offer Arabica, Arabica Decaf and Robusta in Regular or Dark roast and in regular 
grind, fine grind or whole beans. Coffee is $10 per pound bag. If paying by check, make 

it out to SPC and make sure to put “Coffee” on the memo line. Please email or call Bonnie Andruszka- 
bandruszka@gmail.com or 864-973-8008, if any questions. 
 

Stop by the coffee cart on Sunday, May 4th, and pick up a pound of available coffee or order exactly your 
preferred roast and grind! Hope to see you there! 
 

Café Justo is a grower-owned coffee cooperative based in Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure organic 
coffee which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of justice. The goal is to maintain a sustainable 
small scale business that provides opportunity and incentive to remain on their family lands. Your coffee 
purchase has a direct impact on the families allowing them training & resources for a successful business and 
living wages. 

Day at the Garden 

One of the jobs the Ripple of One children had this 
week was to check out the bluebird house. 

They were surprised to find newly hatched bluebirds! 
As we all worked in the garden, we spotted the 

bluebird parents up in the trees keeping close watch. 
Beti Strobeck heard that we had bluebird eggs last 

week and graciously painted a lovely picture showing the bluebird with variously colored eggs 
(an accurate observation!) and each child took a copy of her painting home. What a blessing to share the joy 

of God's creation with these children! 

We were delighted to work with the Ripple of One kids in 

the garden! They had lots of jobs to do - thinning out 

radishes and lettuce, planting squash plants that Ken had 

started from seeds, weeding the raised beds, planting 

nasturtiums which Holly started from seeds, sowing zinnia seeds, admiring the beautiful irises, and 

checking out the bluebird box. We are not sure who had more fun, the adults or the children! Many thanks 

to our wonderful garden volunteers! 

mailto:bandruszka@gmail.com
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We had an excellent Well via ZOOM this past Thursday, April 15th!! We have 
revamped a few things for our mentors and program in order to more clearly 
define the mentor role as well as empower our volunteers to be able to ask 

the harder questions that hold our participants accountable in/with love and 
grace. My fellow coworker and our Pickens Mentor Care Manager, Julia 

Schaefer, and I asked ourselves “what’s the best way to empower our mentors, 
give them specific guidelines and boundaries while being able to expand our participant base 
without our staff getting burnt out”?? We really try to continually focus on pouring into our 
mentors who then pour into our participants. Ripple is not a hierarchy. Rather, we highly believe in and encourage 
servant leadership and reciprocity. By serving our mentors we create bigger Ripples as they serve our participants 
and so on! With all this in mind, one of the solutions we came to for the question above was: let’s give the 
mentors a 5-10 minute Google survey/form that they can fill out with their participant once a month. 

Attention Church Members: If you have any children or grandchildren or great grandchildren 
graduating from any type of school, please give us the information below or write a short 
paragraph and return it to the church as soon as possible. We hope to have a page of graduates 
in the June Presby Press. 

 

SPC Member: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Graduate: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

School/College: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Degree and/or Major Field of Study: _______________________________________________________ 

FIFTH SUNDAY PEANUT BUTTER – Every fifth Sunday this congregation presents an offering of 

peanut butter that will be given to the Golden Corner Food Pantry. Peanut butter is 

wonderfully nutritious but also too expensive to purchase in bulk, so your contributions are 

greatly appreciated. Don’t forget your peanut butter on Sunday, May 30th. 

  When presenting the idea of the Google form to our mentors during our quarterly workshop at the 
end of March, they absolutely loved it! They felt like it would not only help more clearly define their role and 
relationship with their mentees but would also help with accountability in a way that didn’t seem nagging or 
judgmental. Julia and I were thrilled at their response!! Our next step was to present this information to our 
participants altogether. We decided on a combined Well with both Pickens and Oconee participants via ZOOM. 

 What an amazing turnout! Almost all of our participants for both locations showed up and were so 
engaged, especially with one another. We talked about: the importance of the role of the mentor within Ripple, 
how it’s evolved over the years, showed a TedTalk about the importance of the mentee being committed, 
vulnerable and reciprocal in the mentor/mentee relationship and heard from our Spiritual Care Pastor (Megan 
Sanders) about the results of a healthy and thriving mentor/mentee relationship even after Ripple graduation. We 
then presented the new Google Survey form alongside a new app our moms will be using to track and incentivize 
chores for our Lil’ Rippler kiddos and Generation Ripple youth. All of our ladies were very receptive and responded 
so well! We truly have an amazing group of families in this program. 

 Thank you again to all of our community partners, volunteers and donors like Seneca Presbyterian Church 
for helping transform lives and being serious ripple wave makers! We couldn’t do what we do without you. 
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SPC Congregation, 

The Shared Blessing Pantry is continuing 

to be used and successful, thanks to an 

amazing SPC congregation and other 

local neighbors who continue to stock its 

shelves. 

Just as a reminder to all, if you want to drop off food to the box during 

the week, which is located in front of the Chapter House, the best days 

are Tuesday - Thursday. Foods that have a ‘pop-top’ are easiest. Also 

fruit cups, spaghetti sauce/noodles, small boxes of cereal, crackers, 

granola bars, peanut butter and jelly. 

Thanks to all of you who have embraced this new ministry. 

SPC Deacons 

A big thank you goes to those individuals who 

attended the church clean-up day on 

Tuesday, April 6th. 

YES, we will have a yard sale! Plans are for it to be in October 

(date to be announced). Start cleaning out your closets and 

storage rooms and collecting donations for the yard sale. 

We need your treasures. 
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Recommended Guidelines for Traveling During The Era of COVID-19 

Dates to Remember! 

It seems that we are all yearning for the opportunity to 'return to normal'. That may 

include a desire, and plans, to visit with ones that we haven't seen for quite some time. If 

that is your situation, the following information may prove helpful: 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/coronavirus-safe-travel-

advice/art-20486965 

Wherever you may be, I hope and pray that you remain safe. 

Regards,  Ernie Lombard, RN  Parish Nurse 

Your Missions & Community Care Committee reports that 
approximately $3,346.35 was collected for the One Great Hour of 
Sharing Offering on Easter Sunday. Our church continues to be 
generous in sharing the love of Christ to those in great need around 
the world through this offering. Thank you! 

P 
N urse 

Ernie Lombard, RN 

Men’s Group is wanting to continue through the summer. We would love to hear from the men 
of the church if this is good for them. We would love for you to email Everett Fuller if you are 
interested in joining or continuing through the summer months. Everett Fuller 
epfuller@gmail.com. Notifying us of one’s plan to attend will assist us in planning for coffee and 
breakfast fare but notification isn’t required for attendance. So come one, come all. 

Sharing God’s Love 

5/2 Don and Nancy Clayton’s Picnic 11 am  5-10 Mission/Outreach Committee 4:00 pm 

5/3 Parish Nurse     5-12 Days for Girls 9:30 am 

5/3 Diaconate 5:30 pm    5-12 Fellowship BBQ 5:30 pm 

5-4 Circle 2 10:15 am     5-14 Knitters 9:00 am 

5-5 Circle 6 5:30 pm     5-16 Young People’s Choir 

5-9 Mother’s Day Offering    5-17 Finance Committee 5:00 pm 

5-10 Worship Committee 1:00 pm   5-24 Session 5:30 pm 

       5-30 Peanut Butter Sunday 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/coronavirus-safe-travel-advice/art-20486965
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/coronavirus-safe-travel-advice/art-20486965
mailto:epfuller@gmail.com
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June 13 

Rick Black 

June 14 

Ellie Murr 

Pat Huggins 

Charlie & Joyce Brickett* 

June 15 

Barbara Click 

Brenda DeHay 

Joan Riley 

Doug & Barbara Click* 

Kenneth & Bonnie Andruszka* 

Ron & Ellie Croft* 

June 16 

Buddy Letson 

Matthew Murr 

Carolyn Palmer 

June 19 

Suzan Strickland 

Memorials and Honorariums 

May 1 

  Margot Holmquist 

  John Lipscomb 

  Janet May 

  Diane Williams 

May 6 

  Carol Hartman 

  Kelly Holleman 

  Brenda Thomson 

May 8 

  Richard Caldwell 

  Sandy Olsen 

May 11 

  Carolyn Maddox 

May 13 

  Jim Kenworthy 

May 14 

  Sandy Smith 

May 16 

  Don & Chellye Pomeroy* 

May 17 

  Chad & Liz Laxton* 

May 18 

  Belinda Harper 

May 19 

  Ken Shull 

  May 20 

  Bob & Sally Caswell* 

May 21 

  Lewis & Michele Creel* 

  James Gaines 

  David Nicholson 

May 22 

  Maria Leitner 

May 23 

  Jay & Becky Hetherington* 

May 26 

  Robert & Maria Leitner* 

May 27 

  Charlie Brickett 

May 30 

  Susan Goebel 

  George & Beti Strobeck* 

May 31 

  Amanda Childers 

  Margaret Trainer 

June Birthdays and 

*Anniversaries 

May Birthdays and 

*Anniversaries 

June 2 

Diana Low 

June 3 

Thomas & Ashley Carlson* 

Kenny Hunt 

Beti Strobeck 

June 5 

Bob Simpson 

June 7 

Bob & Debbie Simpson* 

June 8 

Don & Cindi Lesley* 

June 10 

Tom & Nancy Land* 

Matthew & Alicia Rannou* 

June 11 

Kyle & Emily Cutler* 

Jeremy Stanton 

James & Merilyn Moss* 

June 12 

Betty Lehner 

June 21 

Rick & Nancy Black* 

Warren & Adelaide Carpenter* 

June 22 

John Hostetler 

June 25 

Joseph & Katelyn Carlson* 

Glen & Holly McPheeters* 

June 26 

Judy Kellner 

June 27 

Gabrielle Carlson 

Matthew Carlson 

Deb Conway 

June 28 

Tony Alford 

June 30 

Carol Shively 

Larry & Susan Goebel* 

Lynn & Margaret Trainer* 

Janey Turner has given a donation in memory of Harry Hendershot. 
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Deacons 
Moderator: Donna Absher 

Sue Anders, Vicki Andy, 

Donna Beebe, Sally Fortune, 

Ann Fuller, Pat Harris, Liz Laxton 

Carolyn Maddox, Luke McPhail, 

Julie Perkins 
 

Trustees 
Class of 2021: Danny Day 

Class of 2022: Louis Holleman 

Class of 2023: Paul LaRoche 

Seneca Presbyterian 

Church Officers 

Session 2021 

Moderator: Dr. John Hartman 
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly 

Treasurer: Barbara Davenport 
 

Administration: 
Jerry Fouts, Moderator 

Gary Owens 
Building & Grounds: 

Glenn McCants, Moderator 
Christian Education: 

Kathy Gerner, Moderator 
Steve Gibson 
Fellowship: 

Chris Paulik, Moderator 
Chad Laxton 

Finance: 
Ann Castle, Moderator 

Missions/Outreach: 
Everett Fuller, Moderator 

Stewardship: 
David Hartman, Moderator 

Worship: 
Mark Davenport, Moderator 

Chuck Kellner 

https://www.sprez.org/home 

Or type Seneca Presbyterian Church and our web site will come up. 
When you are on our web site, you can see what is happening, sign up 
for pot lucks, check out the bulletins, read and listen to the sermons. Pay 
the web site a visit, search around and see all the things we have to offer. 

Church Giving Made EZ! 
For those of the congregation that turn 70 1/2 in 2021 
and fortunate enough to have an IRA, giving is made 
easier. Contributions given to the church may be given 
TAX FREE by having a check issued from your IRA. 
Consult with your financial advisor on how to do this 
directly for TAX FREE application. Just insure that your 
name appears on the check so that we can properly 

credit your account. This form of giving also helps meet the required 
minimum distribution rules. 

Shall we gather in the Sanctuary 

Where the best of the 
Presbyterians attend. 

We will worship and praise 
God together 

And enjoy our time “without end”. 
CFP 

Friend in Faith Quote 

for May 

If your child or grandchild has recently celebrated or 

excelled at something, send us a message and a picture if 

you have one, so we can brag on them in the Presby 

Press. Just call the church office (882-2505), leave us a 

note, or email Robin at rsmithsprez@gmail.com. 

With church back together again, we need the 

congregation to either call or stop by the church and sign 

up for flowers to be back in the sanctuary again. Spring is 

here and we need beautiful flowers in the sanctuary. 



Visit us at 

www.sprez.org 

             @ Seneca 

Presbyterian Church 

Telephone – 864-882-2505 

Email – senecasprezchurch@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Dr. John Hartman, Pastor 

johnbhartmanii@outlook.com 

Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate 

rwcfrog@bellsouth.net 

Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus 

Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse 

Tuesdays  - 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

elombardspc@gmail.com 

Rosalie Hovencamp, Director of Music 

rosencamp81@hotmail.com 

Jeremy Stanton, Music Assistant  

Robin Smith, Church Secretary 

rsmithsprez@gmail.com 

James Gaines, Custodian 

Jonathan Hoover, Custodian 

Diane Williams, Financial Secretary 

senecaprestreasurer@gmail.com 

Seneca Presbyterian Church 
Corner of Oak and South 1st Street, Seneca, SC 

(864) 882-2505   sprez.org 

 


