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To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation.
You are invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we
provide. Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an
invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's
Classes that explore the meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian
tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged to participate in these
classes. If you are interested in conversation about membership, do not hesitate to
call the church office at 882-2505 at any time.

A Word from Your Interim Pastor
GETTING MORE THAN WE DESERVE…
In a cartoon, a husband and wife are standing in a long line before the gates of heaven. They are
waiting for their turn to face examination. The woman leans toward the man and whispers,
HAROLD, WHATEVER YOU DO, PLEASE DON’T DEMAND WHAT’S COMING TO YOU.
Harold isn’t alone: we all have an internal calculator keeping track of our accounts, telling what
is coming to us, how much we are putting into relationships versus how much we are getting
out of them. We prefer to run a negative balance. No one wants a one-way relationship, in
which one person does all the giving and the other all the taking. Peter had listened to Jesus talk about God’s
mercy, how his followers were to forgive as God had forgiven them. Then his calculator started beeping. He’d
heard enough…
JESUS, HOW OFTEN SHALL ONE SIN AGAINST ME AND I FORGIVE ME? SEVEN TIMES? THERE HAVE TO
BE LIMITS. WHAT DO YOU EXPECT?
Jesus told Peter to put away his calculator and to think bigger. This wasn’t a math exam; what he was really
talking about was God, who God was, and what God was like.
NOT SEVEN TIMES, BUT SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN.
As Jesus saw it, mercy was a way of life, and not a favor we bestow a few times. Jesus never stopped
being merciful and neither should we. Peter lost his lunch. It was hard enough to show mercy a few times but
if Jesus thought that it was unlimited, then he’d lost his mind. In real life, people reap what they sow; they get
what they deserve. Is that really true? If we always got what we deserved,
where would any of us be? We may clamor for our rights, demand what is
coming to us, but our calculators cannot compute who owes what to whom.
As a society, we are obsessed with fixing the blame rather than fixing our
problems. We are fixated on ensuring our rights, having our grievances
heard. The motto many people live by is “DON’T GET MAD, GET EVEN” and
this attitude often leads to tragic results. We spend many weary days and
sleepless nights brooding over resentments, calculating ways to get even. It
is time to trade in our calculators. They are too faulty to be reliable. Our
refusal to forgive may be a sign that we’ve lost sight of the debt we owe
God. We run up a higher tab with God than anyone will ever owe to us.
Maybe that’s why Jesus included it in the prayer he taught his friends.
“Forgive us, God, to the degree we have forgiven others”. Imagine if God
took that prayer literally.
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Window on the Session
The March 25th meeting of the Session was opened with prayer. We were thankful
Helen Kelly was able to return as acting Clerk.
Joys and concerns of the congregation were discussed.
Jerry Fouts reported on the information gathered by the Finance Committee
concerning the Church providing health insurance to the Church Secretary. The Finance
Committee recommended proceeding with providing this insurance at a shared cost.
The motion was seconded and after discussion was approved.
Buildings and Grounds submitted a draft of a letter that was recommended to be sent
to The Arnold Co. from the Session concerning the issues with the Chapter House floor.
The intent of the letter is to hopefully move forward in resolving this problem. Motion
carried and was approved. Jerry Crabtree and Glenn McCants to handle the follow up. Glenn McCants reported
as information a contract for the repair of the sanctuary and educational building roofs has been issued.
Finance moved for approval to distribute $5000 from the ABE Fund to OPSF. This was approved. A second
motion was made to allow the Finance Committee on an annual basis to review the ABE Funds available and
make recommendations to the Session on how they will be distributed. Approved.
Mark Davenport was approved to be the commissioner to the May 18 Presbytery meeting.
Committee Chairs were advised that budgets for the upcoming fiscal year are due by the next meeting.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer.
Submitted by Glenn McCants
Attention Church Members: If you have any children or grandchildren or great grandchildren
graduating any type of school, please give us the information below or write a short paragraph
and return it to the church as soon as possible. We hope to have a page of graduates in the
June Presby Press.
SPC Member: ___________________________________________________________________________
Name of Graduate: _______________________________________________________________________
School/College: __________________________________________________________________________
Degree and/or Major Field of Study: __________________________________________________________
Any details :
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Saturday, May 25th
Rough Room downstairs in Pastors Hall
Start cleaning your closets and storage rooms to collect donations for the
SPC Yard Sale. Please take items to the Rough Room.

Family Potluck May 15th at 5:30 p.m., one you won’t want to miss!
Mark your calendar for the family potluck. We will have Robin Smith (church secretary) showing and explaining
all the things you can do with our web site, Facebook and the email blast that is sent out when something is
happening at SPC. Also, learn about the Golden Corner Respite Care Program, with special guests Bob Ricker
and Jane Thomas. You don’t want to miss this one so make your reservation and plan on bringing a delicious
addition to the buffet table. If we do not get at least 30 people, we will have to cancel.
—————————————————————————————————————————————————
Fellowship Potluck on May 15th, 5:30 p.m.
Name ________________________________________________________How Many: ___________
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Bowling….there will be a Seneca Church bowling night, Tuesday night April 30th at
6:00 at the Seneca lanes. Any questions call 864-723-0439 or email
Hmcjunk@clemson.edu.

Nomination of Officers for the Class of 2022
The Nominating Committee will begin their work this month and welcome your input. The committee is
Bonnie Andruszka (Elder chair), Lyn Norton (Elder co-chair), Kelly Holleman (Deacon), and at-large members:
Peggy Fouts, Dan Gryder, Jerry Land and Jill Marett.
Candidates must be members of SPC, faithfully participate and willing to serve the congregation for a 3—year
term.
Elders provide leadership in congregational decisions, and agree to moderate one of the Session committees.
Deacons provide care to our congregation and regular visitors serving as a “shepherd “ to a small group of
“Friends in Faith”, and serve on a Diaconate committee.
Trustees provide oversight for the property of the church and any permanent special funds.
Please forward your suggestions to the committee for Elder, Deacon and Trustee for consideration.
Name ___________________________________________________ Position ________________________
Name ___________________________________________________ Position ________________________

Café Justo: Delicious Coffee with a Purpose
The first Sunday of each month offers the coffee cart (after the 9 am service and
before the 11 am service) with a variety of coffee for purchase, or order forms to
order your exact coffee preferences. Coffee is $10/1—pound bag! If paying by
check, make it out to SPC and make sure to put “coffee” on the memo line! Hope
to see you on May 5th!

Thanks to Paul LaRoche
for this beautiful
Coffee Cart.

Café Justo is a grower-owned coffee cooperative based in Chiapas, Mexico. They
market a delicious, organic coffee which is grown, harvested and marketed in the
spirit of justice. The goal is to maintain a sustainable small-scale business that
provides opportunity and incentive to remain on their family lands. Your coffee
purchase has a direct impact on these families allowing them training & resources
for a successful business and living wages.

Volunteers Needed for BabyRead
BabyRead is an early literacy program dedicated to low-income families in Oconee County.
Volunteers are needed to read to moms and their babies or toddlers at public or school libraries
twice a month for one hour each time. We are, also, looking for volunteers in management,
leadership, and administrative positions. Become a BabyRead volunteer by emailing Caren at
babyread@charter.net. To learn more about BabyRead, go to www.babyread.org.
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Great Decisions 2019
This will be our fourth year to host a Great Decisions discussion group. Again
we will welcome Jay Hetherington as our teacher/facilitator. We will gather
weekly on Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. The dates are July 31, August 7,
14, 21, 28, September 4, 11, 18. Briefing books are $35 each, including
shipping charges.
Topics for 2019 are: Refugees and Global Migration, The Middle East:
Regional Disorder, Nuclear Negotiations: Back to the Future? The Rise of Populism in Europe, Decoding
U.S.-China Trade, Cyber Conflicts and Geopolitics, The United States and Mexico: Partnership Tested, State
of the State Department and Diplomacy.
If you wish more information about Great Decisions, check out www.greatdecisions.org. For more
information about our group or to sign-up, contact the church office (864-882-2505).

Adult Vacation Bible School
Save the date. This year the guest speaker will be Dr. Bob Bryant, Professor at Presbyterian
College. AVBS will be held Sunday, August 4 through Tuesday, August 6 in the Fellowship Hall.
The dinners and sessions will be from 5:30 to 8:00 each evening, and each night a meal will be
provided. There will be a $15 registration fee per person attending to cover some of the
expenses.
(If this fee causes financial strain, please contact Kathy Gerner at 903-3455.)
Please register by July 28th by contacting the church office. Make checks payable to Seneca Presbyterian
Church, and mark AVBS in the memo line. More details will follow.
What a wonderful blessing Adult Vacation Bible School promises to be!
Let your friends and family know. All are welcome to share this wonderful upcoming event!

Mother’s Day Offering
On Sunday, May 12, we will be receiving the Mother’s Day offering to support
Presbyterian Communities of South Carolina (PCSC). PCSC serves over 819 residents
in its five different communities. 100% of the Mother’s Day offering goes toward
providing charitable care to seniors at these Presbyterian Communities who have
outlived their financial resources. Even when someone has saved responsibly for
retirement, a health crisis or an especially long life can quickly deplete resources. At
any given time, up to 7% of residents find themselves in such a situation at
Presbyterian Communities of SC. In 2017, approximately $1.2 million was received,
serving 37 residents, whose average age is 91.
Your gift can offer hope, shelter and care to some of our most advanced seniors.
Please consider giving generously to this offering, knowing that your gift will offer
seniors and their families security and peace of mind. Envelopes will be in the
church bulletin on May 12!
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Mr. & Mrs. James (Sandy) Olsen
603 Laurel Oak Drive
Valencia PA 16059

Thank you for all the help from my
church family. Your prayers and cards
are so helpful. I will never forget your
kindness and Christian outpouring of
concern for me. Blessings, Betty DuBose

SAVE THE DATE
Our Brother’s Keeper Golf Tournament
Friday, September 20, 2019
Sign up early since the field fills up quickly.
Registrations are available in the church office.

Sabbath Day Lunches
The Sunday Lunches program is back for May at the Soup Kitchen. We need
cookies, brownies, and pies for desserts. We also need helpers to set-up, serve, and clean-up: either 11:00
a.m. - 1:30 p.m. or after church 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. If you have any questions, please call Carolyn Maddox at
944-2436. This program provides lunches on Sundays, supplementing the Monday-Friday lunches served by
Our Daily Bread.

For the month of March we gathered 194 pounds of Peanut Butter. Way to go SPC!
This will help a lot of families.

Make note of the date change and location
Early Service Fellowship Opportunity
We would like to encourage an even stronger bond of fellowship for those attending the 9 am contemporary
service. We would be delighted for others to join us every 2nd Tuesday at Lighthouse for dinner at 5:30 pm.
RESERVATIONS are not necessary. Just tell them when you walk in that you are joining the SPC group and
they will take you to “our table.” For more information, contact Doug and Barbara Click.
(faxforclick@gmail.com).
Mark your calendar for May 14, 2019 at 5:30.
See you there!
Lighthouse 1290 Doug Hollow Road Seneca, SC 29672

Everyone welcome!
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The Well
During this month’s Well, we had a lot of action going on! We had Lisa Fields from Heath’s
Haven come in and talk to our ladies about childhood trauma. In order to have enough time,
we had dinner time cut down to half an hour, so we really hit the ground running this month!
Lisa’s presentation on childhood trauma centers around a test called ACE (Adverse
Childhood Experiences). This is a 10—question quiz that helps determine how many traumatic experiences a
person has had during their developmental years. During her presentation, Lisa took time to explain how this
trauma can affect your brain. These changes can affect how you process emotions, handle stress and even
your memory. However, Lisa’s main message was that you do not have to be a prisoner to this trauma. Once
you recognize that it’s there, you can do things to counteract the effects of the changes in the brain.
During this presentation, the small group that is working on health goals was pulled aside to speak
with Tim Wiles. At the last Well, he had come to explain what kind of health measurements he could do, and
what they meant. Between then and March’s Well, he dropped off monitors for a small group of 5 clients so
they could undergo the measurements themselves. At this Well, he went
over what the results were and tactics we could do to change the results.
The main measurement we looked at was stress levels. Tim gave tips on
deep breathing, hydration and positive emotions as a way to lower stress
levels. We left the meeting with a plan on how to improve stress in our
lives, which Tim would come back to remeasure after 6-8 weeks of
practicing our new methods.
As for the children’s program, now that it’s
springtime they have been jumping back
full swing into gardening. For this Well,
they focused on a project of helping with a
new sign designed by Seneca High honors
art students. The kids were able to help
paint the sign and create something
beautiful for the garden!
One of our children and volunteers
in the garden.
~Thank you so much for all that you do for Ripple of One to enrich our client’s lives~
Rachel and the Ripple staff
Join us for an AMAZING week at Mars and Beyond, SPC's
Vacation Bible School. We will have a great time learning
exciting Bible stories, playing awesome games, eating, making
neat stuff in crafts, dancing to the music, and meeting “EP3-20
Robot.” All this happens the week of July 8 – 12, from 9:00 am
'til noon each day. You won't want to miss this Mars and
Beyond adventure! Please invite your children and grandchildren and the neighborhood kids to discover their
strength in God! You can sign up on our web site sprez.org. See you there!
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It is great to be Great-Grandparents. Gwendolyn
Rose Battles was born to granddaughter Kimberly
and Lake Liebenberg-Battles on March 8, 2019. We
traveled to meet Gwendolyn and enjoyed watching
her and holding her for a week in late April. We feel
grateful and blessed that this sweet happy baby
joined our family. Norma and Don Liebenberg

SAVE THE DATE! A Farewell Reception for Jeremy Stanton will be held in Pastors
Hall between services on Sunday, May 19 at 10 am. In June, Jeremy will be moving
to Texas, and we wish to express our love, appreciation, and good wishes. Jeremy
has been a member of this congregation for many years and has been an important
and talented musical contributor to our worship services. He will be greatly missed!
There will be a collection point at the reception for cards and expressions of
appreciation.
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Circle 2 meeting is May 7th, at 10:15 a.m. Join us in the church library.
Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177
Circle 6 meeting is the first Wednesday, May 1st, at 5:30 p.m. Join us at the Ye’ Ole Sandwich Shop.
Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455.

Happy Birthday to Presbyterian Women—Sunday, June 2, 10:00 a.m.
Presbyterian Women’s predecessor organizations began more than 200 years ago
when women had no role outside the home. In spite of numerous societal
restrictions, the women’s organizations gained respect, especially that of
missionaries in the field who requested women’s donations and prayers.
Presbyterian Women continue their life-changing work in the world, now with
more recognition. PW incorporated in 2009, establishing itself as a publicly—
supported integrated auxiliary of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Then in 2016,
the General Assembly added Presbyterian Women to the PC (USA) Organization
for Mission as a related corporation.
Each year we celebrate our Birthday with the Birthday Offering.
It gives women a tangible way to celebrate the blessings in their lives and to make a difference in the lives of
women and children.
The 2019 grants will be awarded to:
In 2019, five projects will receive funding through Presbyterian Women’s Birthday Offering: Disaster Response
Team, Effingham Child Development Center, Presbyterian Homes, Services of Kentucky, Inc, and Wings of Refuge.
Celebrate with us with a reception in Knohl Hall! You will find a basket at the entrances of the church,
Sunday, June 2nd, if you wish to contribute.
Dee Dee White, Moderator
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Important Dates
DATE

EVENT

LITURGIST 9:00 a.m.

LITURGIST 11:00 a.m.

May 5

Richard Caldwell Preaching

Paul LaRoche

Peggy Fouts

May 12

Stewardship Sunday/Mother’s Day

Becky Hetherington

Alicia Rannou

Noel Lehner

Louis Holleman

Kelly Holleman

Mark McJunkin

May 14

Fellowship Supper
Lighthouse 5:30 p.m.

May 15

Family Potluck 5:30 p.m.

May 19

Party for Jeremy

May 21

Coffee Time with Ernie 9:30 a.m.

May 26

Pledge Statements – Mailing of quarterly pledge statements is being suspended. Annual
statements (December 31) will continue to be mailed. If you need a quarterly statement mailed
to you, please contact the church office.
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May Birthdays and
*Anniversaries
May 1
Margot Holmquist
John Lipscomb

Memorials and
Honorariums

May 18

Meg Shull: Bob & Linda Porter

Belinda Harper
May 19

Flower Calendar

Janet May

Ken Shull

May 4

Phil & Nancy Morris*

Bob & Lin Akroyd*
May 6
Carol Hartman

May 20
Bob & Sally Caswell*
May 21

Kelly Holleman

Lewis & Michele Creel*

Brenda Thomson

James Gaines

May 8
Richard Caldwell
Sue Crerar
Sandy Olsen
May 10
Emily Hanewald
May 11
Carolyn Maddox
May 13
Jim Kenworthy
May 14
Sandy Smith
May 16
Don & Chellye Pomeroy*
May 17

David Nicholson
May 22

May 5 — Communion
May 12 — Dian Yanessa is giving a donation
to Thornwell.
May 19 —Carolyn Maddox is giving a
donation to OPSF for all the mothers.
May 26 — George and Beti Strobeck are
giving a donation to OPSF for their wedding
anniversary.

Maria Leitner
May 23
Jay & Becky Hetherington*
May 26
Robert & Maria Leitner*
May 27
Charlie Brickett
May 30

Friend in Faith Quote
for May
Anyone with a heart
full of friendship has
a hard time finding
enemies.

Susan Goebel
George & Beti Strobeck*
May 31
Amanda Childers
Margaret Trainer

The Church Office Will Be Closed
Monday, May 27th to celebrate
Memorial Day Holiday.

Chad & Liz Laxton*
In an effort to reducing printing/mailing costs, we will begin distributing the Presby Press via e-mail, or
on our Web Site (SPREZ), or you can pick up a printed copy at the church or continue to receive it in the
mail. If you would like to continue receiving a printed copy, please fill in the form below and place in
the collection plate.
Presby Press Preference:
Name: _________________________________________________
Printed copy mailed ______ OR pick up at church ______

Page 14

Presby Press

Opportunities For Study
Each of these classes is open to
new participants and welcomes
visitors at any time. Please
consider these opportunities,
choose one that meets your needs
or piques your interest, and then
visit to find out more.

Children's Sunday School
We meet each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
downstairs in the Craft Room. There
will be a snack, a lesson, and an
activity each morning.
Men’s Bible Study

Sara Davis Stribling Class

What: The Present Word

What: The Present Word

Where: Youth Room

Where: Sara Davis Stribling Room

(Archie Barron Hall)

Teacher:

Pat Harris, Larry Josey

Teacher: Louis Holleman

Contact:

Jane Thomas, 882-1202

Contact: Louis Holleman, 885-0922

Will be on Hiatus starting in June
The Koinonia Class
Open Door Class

What: Studying the video series

What: The Wired Word
(TopicsH
vary
tus
iaweekly)

Christianity and World Religions:
Questions We Ask About Other Faiths

Where: Library

Where: Koinonia Room

On

Facilitator: Bonnie Andruszka

Led by: Brenda Thomson

Contact: Bonnie Andruszka, 973-8008

Contact: Dan Toole, 364-4846

Everyone is Welcome
Please join us
Brown Bag and Bible Study (BB&B)
What: Brown Bag and Bible Study
Group (BB&B) meets at
noon each Thursday in
the Sara Davis Stribling
classroom. For more
information, you may
contact Becky Drew at
888-3409.
rebeccadrew@bellsouth.net.

Americans are the most anxious people in
the world. We take the most medication
for it, see doctors to treat it, and spend
fortunes trying to relieve it. How have we
let our fears get the better of us? In his
book, “Anxious for Nothing”, Max Lucado
reflects on the promises of Paul’s great
words in Philippians 4:4-8. It contains an
antidote to anxiety that will help us
develop a mindset of resilience. Our
Thursday BB& B group will start our study
of this book on May 16th and all are
welcome to attend. Please order a copy of
the book prior to the first class.
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The Friendship Pads are very important. Please do not
forget to indicate which service you are attending and print
clearly. This helps us in our record-keeping. If you have a
visitor sitting next to you, please help them with the
friendship pad. Thank you!

https://www.sprez.org/home
Or just type Seneca Presbyterian Church and our web site
will come up. When you are on our web site you can see
what is happening, sign-up for pot lucks, check out the
bulletin, read and listen to the sermons. Pay the web site a
visit, play around and see all the things we have to offer.

If your child or grandchild has recently celebrated or
excelled at something, send us a message and a picture
if you have one, so we can brag on them in the Presby
Press. Just call the church office (882-2505) or leave us a
note or email Robin at rsmithspc@bellsouth.net.

Session 2019

Moderator: W. Mike Shelton
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport
Administration:
Jerry Fouts, Moderator
Building & Grounds:
Glenn McCants, Moderator
Tim Moon
Christian Education:
Kathy Gerner, Moderator
Fellowship:
Jan Palmer, Moderator
Finance:
Ann Castle, Moderator
Missions/Outreach:
Bonnie Andruszka and Ann Smith,
Co-Moderators
Stewardship:
Lyn Norton, Moderator
Worship:
Nancy Clayton, Moderator
Mark Davenport, Co-Moderator

Deacons
Co-Moderators:
Becky Drew, Donna Absher
Susan Caldwell, Jan Crismore,
Pat Harris, Kelly Holleman,
Carla Honea, Lesley LaRoche,
Chad Laxton, Mark McJunkin,
Lavonne Moon, Diana Owens,
Julie Perkins, Dian Yanessa

Keep Collecting

“Ladies
2019 Calendars, Box Tops
and UPC labels
They can be placed in the church
library.
The
calendars
are
distributed at Our Daily Bread, Our
Daily Rest, “FamilyFriends”, and
OPSF.

Seneca Presbyterian
Church Officers

That
Do
Lunch” gather the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of each month at The
Spot on Ram Cat Alley at 12:00
noon. Everyone is welcome—
come
and
enjoy
good
fellowship and great food!

Trustees
Class of 2019: Bob Norton
Class of 2020: Jerry Crabtree
Class of 2021 Danny Day

SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CORNER OF OAK AND SOUTH 1ST STREET, SENECA, SC
(864) 882-2505 SPREZ.ORG
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Visit us at
www.sprez.org
@ Seneca
Presbyterian Church
Telephone – 864-882-2505

FAX – 864-882-2528

Email – senecachurch@bellsouth.net
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Dr. W. Mike Shelton, Interim Pastor
mikeshelton407@gmail.com
Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate
rwcfrog@bellsouth.net
Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Les and Dr. Cindy Morgan, Missionary
Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse
Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
elombardspc@bellsouth.net

Carla Padgett, Director of Music
carla@carlasart.com
Robin Smith, Church Secretary
rsmithspc@bellsouth.net
Glenda Pitts, Financial Secretary
gpittsspc@outlook.com
James Gaines, Custodian
Jonathan Hoover, Custodian

