The Presby Press

May
2018

Plaque given to Pastor Nancy M. Morris from Carol and David Hartman

Seneca Presbyterian Church
“The Church for All People, Serving God through Serving Others”
115 West South 1st Street, Seneca, SC 29678
864-882-2505 www.sprez.org

Presby Press

Page 2

Window on the Session
The meeting was held on April 9th, 2018; the Christ Candle was lighted with the
Sailing Vessel standing by, and the meeting called to order by Pastor Nancy Morris at
6:30 p.m.
Devotions were provided by Tim Moon.
Pastor Morris reminded those gathering that this was a combined March/April stated
meeting due to the March meeting falling within Holy Week.
Congregational concerns were shared.
Order of the evening included:




 Action of the Foothills Presbytery on the dissolution of our Pastor relationship with
Nancy Morris
Appointment of a liaison to the PNC and a moderator to Session
Nancy Clayton reported on the pulpit supply for the last two Sundays in April and the first Sunday in
May, 2018.

Discussion was held relevant to the definition of and role of the Parish Associate during the upcoming
transition period.
Membership changes were noted with the loss by death of Harold Smith (March 3, 2018) and Garland
Smith (April 2, 2018).
E-mail votes approved since last Session were noted and included:






The sale of Coffee from Café Justo at the fellowship supper on March 21, 2018.
David Wilcox of St. Mark UMC as organist for the memorial service for Jim Williams on April 28,
2018.
To allow publicity in the Presby Press for a fund raiser for Emily Douglas (granddaughter of Robin
Smith).
To serve communion by intinction at both services on April 15, 2018.
To call a congregational meeting on April 22, 2018 for the purpose of electing at—large members of
the congregational nominating committee for 2018-2019 and the pastor nominating committee to
be held at the conclusion of the combined service.

Committee requests and reports were received.
A request from the PW Council was received to celebrate the annual PW Birthday Offering. It was
approved.
Commitment Sunday was set for May 20, 2018.
The next stated session meeting is scheduled for May 28th at 6:30.

Respectfully Submitted Tim Moon

Pastor Nominating Committee
(Elected by the congregation April 22, 2018)
Louis Holleman

Bob Norton

Michele Creel

Don Lesley

Joan Krech

Brenda Thomson
Nan Schwartz
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The Process of Interim Selection
The Transition team (Jim Kenworthy, Tim Moon and Nancy Clayton) has just completed 4 interviews with
candidates for the position of Interim Pastor. Foothills Presbytery supplied the list of applicants of diverse
background, personality, experience and availability. Of these, two are retired pastors with considerable
interim experience. One is a retired medical doctor who has become a minister as a second career and
appreciates the variety of interim assignments. The fourth is an associate pastor for youth who seeks
broader pastoral experience en route to leadership of a church. We have enjoyed discovering the strengths
that these individuals might bring to our church.
While all four candidates are personally qualified for an interim position, their employment circumstances
provide some challenges. One candidate is available for only a half time position. Two candidates would
require temporary housing locally. One candidate is willing to relocate completely, but is not available
immediately. In addition, specialties differ. One candidate is a dynamic speaker. One candidate is a
specialist in conflict resolution. One candidate has expressed a particular interest in connecting with
people. One candidate has solid and practical experience in “staying the course” during the pastoral search.
Foothills Presbytery has 13 churches seeking interim or permanent pastors. As we search, our candidates
also search. As a team, we seek to find the best match in personality and specialty for our congregation.
We feel that we are now able to rank our candidates, and hope to extend an offer soon. We hope that we
have made a persuasive presentation for our church, but consider the possibility that our search may
extend beyond this first group.
In the event that our search is extended, we have many area preachers for Sunday supply, and hope that
our congregation will enjoy the opportunity to hear God’s word from a variety of voices and perspectives.
Please share our peace that God’s will for our leadership is being revealed through this patient process.
A reminder: in Presbyterian polity, an Interim Pastor is hired by the Session and does not come before the
congregation for a vote. The Pastor Nominating Committee just elected by the congregation will soon begin
the search for an installed pastor. After their careful search is complete, their nomination will be placed
before the congregation for approval in a congregational meeting.
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To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our
congregation. You are invited to join us for any and all of the activities and
opportunities we provide. Please let us know if we can serve you in any way.
We also extend an invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we offer a
series of Inquirer's Classes that explore the meaning of church membership in
our Presbyterian tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged to
participate in these classes. If you are interested in conversation about
membership, do not hesitate to call the church office at 882-2505 at any time.

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, May 26th
Rough Room downstairs in Pastors Hall
Start cleaning your closets and storage rooms to collect donations for the
SPC Yard Sale. Please take items to the Rough Room.

“Quick, someone grab the AED!”…………………………………..

Ernie Lombard, RN

Parish
Nurse

Say what? In the event of a cardiac emergency, there is a possibility that the episode
could be related to an irregular heartbeat, which could also be an episode of fibrillation.
If that’s the case, and depending on the heart’s area of fibrillation, an electrical current can

be administered to the heart. The hope is that the electrical shock will restore the heartbeat to a
normal rhythm.
Seneca Presbyterian Church has a device which is capable of delivering an
electrical current to the heart. What is it called? It is called an AED. What
does that mean? AED stands for: Automated External Defibrillator. The
AED is available for use, by knowledgeable personnel, in the case of an
emergency.
As a member of the congregation, please be aware of the AED’s
whereabouts. Also, in the unlikely event that you ever hear the words,
“Quick, someone grab the AED!”, you will know what you are looking for.
Questions? Please talk with Ernie, Parish Nurse for such.
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The Garden Subcommittee of the Missions/Outreach Committee

Early Service Fellowship Opportunity
We would like to encourage an even stronger bond of fellowship for
those attending the 9 AM contemporary service. We would be
delighted for others to join us every 4th Wednesday at Capone’s on
Ram Cat Alley for dinner at 5:30 PM. RESERVATIONS are not necessary.
Just tell them when you walk in that you are joining the SPC group and
they will take you to “our table.” For more information, contact Doug
and Barbara Click (faxforclick@gmail.com). Mark your calendar for May
23rd at 5:30.
See you there!
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SEPTEMBER MISSION TRIP – PUTTING OUR FAITH TO WORK
STILL TIME TO JOIN IN
MISSION TRIP – NEXT MEETING – MAY 20
There is still room for any who feel God may be calling you to join others in
seeking to help people still struggling
to recover from Super Hurricane
Sandy. For those already signed up
and for any who want to explore this
opportunity, our next planning meeting will be Sunday, May 20th,
after the 11:00 a.m. worship service. We will meet in the church
library.
Mother’s Day Offering
Help us celebrate Mother's Day by participating in the Mother's Day offering to be
collected May 13th. This offering supports charitable care at the five Presbyterian
Communities of South Carolina, celebrating "60 Years Young" of caring for the older
adults who live in these communities. Even when a resident has saved prudently for
retirement, a costly medical crisis or exceptionally long life can deplete his or her
savings. In any given year, 5-7% of the over 800 older adults living in these
communities will need some level of financial assistance to remain living there. PCSC
has been sustained for 60 years by faithful churches and individuals. Please consider
participating in this offering and support this ministry of our older adults in our care.

Thank you to the church family, church circle for the support and wonderful food
provided for Garland’s memorial service. We appreciate you so much. The Garland
Smith Family

THEATRE TRIP
Fellowship will be planning a trip to Flatrock or Abbeville to see a play if there is
sufficient interest. Check out the poster on the bulletin board for details to express
your interest in this activity.

We are currently working on compiling an updated list of college—aged students who
are members or who actively attend Seneca Presbyterian Church. If you have or know
of a student who need to include in our updated list, please email me at
chadlaxton@bellsouth.net. Please include the student's name, email address, physical
address, school they attend, and the year in school they currently are (freshman,
sophomore, junior, or senior). This will allow us to be able to connect with our college
students. If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call at 864-650-2490.
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Fellowship Potluck April 18, 2018
K-9 Rogue and Staff Sergeant Sorensen

Sunrise Service, Traditional Easter Morning Breakfast and Easter Flowers fill the
Sanctuary April 18, 2018
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Happy Birthday to Presbyterian Women
Presbyterian Women’s predecessor organizations began more than 200 years
ago when women had no role outside the home. In spite of numerous societal
restrictions, the women’s organizations gained respect, especially that of
missionaries in the field who requested women’s donations and prayers.
Presbyterian Women continue their life-changing work in the world, now with more recognition. PW
incorporated in 2009, establishing itself as a publicly—supported integrated auxiliary of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Then in 2016, the General Assembly added Presbyterian Women to the PC
(USA) Organization for Mission as a related corporation.
Each year we celebrate our Birthday with the Birthday Offering.
It gives women a tangible way to celebrate the blessings in their lives and to make a difference in the
lives of women and children.
The 2018 grants will be awarded to:
Cottage Village, a Tiny-House Community for Low-income Residents—Cottage Grove, Oregon
Cottage Village will provide quality, affordable housing and a safe,
structured social community for individuals and families with low or very
low incomes.
Village of Grace Center for Physical and Spiritual Health—Tegucigalpa,
Honduras
The grant will make it possible for the Presbytery of Honduras to purchase
the Village of Grace Center for Physical and Spiritual Health near
Tegucigalpa.
The Dwelling Place—Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota
Established in 1998 to provide for the physical, emotional and spiritual
needs of women and their children following their escape from a violent
partner.
Celebrate with us! You will find a basket at the entrances of the church,
Sunday, June 10th, if you wish to contribute.
Thanks to Circle 1
I hope you all noticed the new tablecloths used at the reception honoring Nancy. They were purchased
with the funds provided to PW by Circle 1. The cloths will be used in Fellowship Hall for years to come.
Thanks to all Circle 1 members for all your years of dedication and service to the PW Organization and
this church.
Joanna Redick, Moderator

Break for the Summer
Circles will meet in May and begin the new Circle year in September. Hope you will join us.


Circle 2 meeting is the first Tuesday, May 1st, at 10:15 a.m. Join us in the Church Library.



Circle 6 meeting is the first Wednesday, May 2nd. Join us at the Ye’ Ole Sandwich Shop at 5:30 p.m.
If you have questions, you can call either of the two chairs,
Lou Schuman, Circle 2, 718-9177, Kathy Gerner, Circle 6, 903-3455,
or Joanna Redick, Moderator, 944-6011.

Remember, all ladies of the church are welcome. Please join us!!
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The Well
The March Well was a special one! We celebrated one of our long time clients Val McDowell.
She joined Ripple in 2011 before our program became a 2—yr program. When she joined
Ripple, she did not have her GED, a car, job and had issues with her teeth deteriorating due to
medications that were prescribed for a heart condition. Within the first 2 years of being in
Ripple, she earned her GED, enrolled in college, saved up to get a car, saved and was matched
money in order to get her teeth fixed! While earning her GED, she rode public transportation an 1 ½ hour
round trip 4 days a week!
Then when everything seemed to be looking up for Val and her family...her oldest son, Tony was
diagnosed with a brain tumor. The next few years were filled with prayer, tears, hospital visits, more prayer
and finally a REMISSION! During this time Val took a break from actively participating in Ripple but that did
not stop her Ripple family from rallying around her during this time. Val rejoined Ripple as a client in 2017.
She has been an inspiration to all the other moms that face challenges and sometimes want to give up.
After dinner, we had a discussion on a book we are reading as a group. It is called “The Traveler’s
Gift” by Andy Andrews. This book was featured on ABC’s Good Morning America, and combines self help
with fiction. The main character in this book embarks on a journey that will help him discover the Seven
Decisions for Success.
Our children didn’t miss out on any fun either. The Elementary group had a guest from the
community. Libby Imbody,from Walhalla Art Works, came by to do paintings with the kids!
Thank you for sharing your church with us! None of this could be possible without your support!
~Dreama and The Ripple Staff
Join us for an AMAZING week at Rolling River Rampage, SPC's Vacation Bible
School. We will have a great time learning exciting Bible stories, playing
awesome games, eating, making neat stuff in crafts, dancing to the music, and
meeting “Romper the River Otter.” All this happens the week of July 9 – 13,
from 9:00 am 'til noon each day. You won't want to miss this Rolling River
Rampage Adventure! Please invite your children and grandchildren and the
neighborhood kids to discover their strength in God! You can sign up on our
web site sprez.org. See you there!

Come and See
You may be aware that our congregation is
growing at the younger end of the age spectrum.
Between our children and those being served by
Ripple of One, our downstairs is literally bouncing
with new energy. Due to the happy necessity of
equipping a space for our older elementary
students, new appropriately—sized tables and
chairs have been added to the Temple Room, as has a new cabinet that will hold our
costumes. Those were made possible by the generosity of Cal Nixon who remembered our church in his will.
We were also able to get a new rug to replace the badly deteriorated floor covering. New cork strips for
hanging student work are in the works. These were made possible, with Session approval, by disbursements
from the Byrd Fund. Our new furniture was transported and assembled by Susan and Richard Caldwell, Jerry
Crabtree, Glen McCants, and Gary Owens. Our children are benefitting from the stewardship of faithful
members; one generation preparing for the next. This is how our Christian faith is passed along. Come on
down and see what God and his faithful servants have done for our children.
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From the Treasurer and Finance Committee: As we have been reporting, at the
mid-point of the budget year our contributions were less than expected when the
budget was adopted. This situation was a cause of concern. However, the
congregation, as usual, has responded positively and made additional
contributions. As a result, I am happy to report that with these additional
contributions and with cuts in our budgeted expenses which we have identified
(exclusive of benevolences), we are no longer in a negative situation year to date.
But we have four more months to go in this current budget year. We will be monitoring the situation and
will keep you informed in the Presby Press. Thank you for your continued faithfulness in giving.

Attention Church Members: If you have any children or grandchildren or great
grandchildren graduating any type of school, please give us the information below or write
a short paragraph and return it to the church as soon as possible. We hope to have a page
of graduates in the June Presby Press.
SPC Member: _________________________________________________________________________
Name of Graduate: _____________________________________________________________________
School/College: ________________________________________________________________________
Degree and/or Major Field of Study: _______________________________________________________

Family Potluck Dinner
Mmmmm...Potluck is upon us again. Mark your calendar for May 17th,
and get out a favorite recipe for a dish to share—or maybe try out that
new one that you’ve been itching to do. We’ll meet, as usual, at 5:30 for
a great meal and conversation. Afterward the program will be about
Safe Harbor with special guest Becky Callaham, Executive Director.

May Fellowship Meal
Name: ______________________________________________________________
________ people attending with my family/group.
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The Pastor’s gone oh me oh my
Pastor is gone
Her space is vacated.
Her space is waiting to be filled
Where did she go?
I really don’t know
She’s gone away.
She enjoys family
She wants to go to her home
They live in the city.

Pastor’s Gone

We had 8 children and 7 adults join our Young Adult
& Young Family bowling event in March. It was a
wonderful time of fun and fellowship for our
children and adults to get to know one another
better. Please contact Natalie Schwartz for more
information on upcoming events, 864-247-3868.

400 miles from here
As she drives down the pavement
That is a lot of miles from here.
Many pastors have gone in this place
The average tenure is 7 years.
She is exactly 7 years
She will be
Oh my pastor’s gone
7 years was she
Oh my, my friends, oh my.
CFP

Visit to Thornwell Home for Children

On Saturday, April 21, fourteen from our church
boarded a van to make the trip to Thornwell Home
for Children. We toured the beautiful Thornwell
campus, visited one of the family cottages where a
delightful girl who has been at Thornwell for 8 years
gave us a tour, and stopped by the Alumni House to
hear some fascinating history from a man who grew
up at Thornwell and continues, 50 years later, to be
involved. We enjoyed lunch together as Joy Messner
filled us in on all the
wonderful programs that
are building families in
our state and beyond. We
delivered the supplies our
congregation generously
donated. Many thanks for
that and for this amazing
ministry
of
the
Presbyterian Church!
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May Birthdays and
*Anniversaries
May 1
Margot Holmquist
John Lipscomb

Belinda Harper
May 19
Ken Shull

May 4

Phil & Nancy Morris*

May 6
Carol Hartman

May 20

Brenda Thomson

James Gaines

Sue Crerar
Sandy Olsen
May 10
Emily Hanewald
Meg Shull
May 11
Carolyn Maddox
May 13
Jim Kenworthy
May 14
Sandy Smith
May 16
Don & Chellye Pomeroy*
May 17
Chad & Liz Laxton*

Garland Smith: Dr. Robert Dendy, Alan &
Brenda Thomson, Alexander Macaulay, and Don
& Betty Aschom.

May 21
Lewis & Michele Creel*

Richard Caldwell

Karen McBryde: Dian Yanessa

Bob & Sally Caswell*

Kelly Holleman
May 8

John Fields: Wilbur & Shelby Woolbright, Harold
& Mary Boswell, Robert Cureton, Ken & Rose
Lester, Ted Chapman & Patricia Bates, Patrick &
Linda Morgan, Terry & Janet Thompson, Pickens
& Elizabeth Lindsay, G.J. & Linda Skene, Michael
Bond, Louis & Kelly Holleman, City of Seneca,
Blue Ridge Bank, Chris & Janey Turner, Palmer &
Carol Kisker, Thomas/Fisher/Sinclair & Edwards
Law Firm, and Newton Law Firm.

May 18

Janet May
Bob & Linda Akroyd*

Memorials and Honorariums

Jim Williams: Men's Bible Class

David Nicholson
May 22

Friend in Faith
Quote for May

Maria Leitner
May 23
Jay & Becky Hetherington*
May 26
Robert & Maria Leitner*
May 27
Charlie Brickett
May 30
Susan Goebel

Flower Calendar

George & Beti Strobeck*
May 31

May 6 —

Amanda Childers
Margaret Trainer

May 13 — Flowers are placed in the
sanctuary by Pat and Gil Huggins in loving
memory of Karen McBryde.
May 20—
May 27 —

SAVE THE DATE
Our Brother’s Keeper Golf Tournament.
Friday, September 28, 2018
Sign up early since the field fills up quickly.
Registrations are available in the church office.
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Opportunities For Study
Children's Sunday School

Each of these classes is open to
new participants and welcomes
visitors at any time.
Please
consider these opportunities,
choose one that meets your needs
or piques your interest, and then
visit to find out more.

We meet each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
downstairs in the Craft Room. There
will be a snack, a lesson, and an
activity each morning.

Men’s Bible Study

Sara Davis Stribling Class

What: The Present Word

What: The Present Word

Where: Youth Room

Where: Sara Davis Stribling Room

(Archie Barron Hall)

Teachers: Larry Josey and Pat Harris
Contact:

Teachers: Louis Holleman

Jane Thomas, 882-1202

Contact: Louis Holleman, 885-0922
Open Door Class
The Koinonia Class

What: The Wired Word
(Topics vary weekly)

What: Studying the video series

Where: Library

The History of Christian Theology.

Facilitator: Bonnie Andruszka

Where: Koinonia Room
Led by: Dan Toole

Contact: Bonnie Andruszka, 973-8008

Contact: Dan Toole, 364-4846

Everyone is Welcome
Please join us
Brown Bag and Bible Study (BB&B)
What: Unafraid: Living with Courage and
Hope in Uncertain Times by Adam
Hamilton
When: Thursdays
from 12:00 - 1:15 p.m.
(you are welcome to bring lunch)
Where: Sara Davis Stribling Room
Contact: Becky Drew, 888-3409

Drawing on recent research, inspiring reallife examples, and fresh biblical insight,
Hamilton shows how to untangle the knots
we feel about disappointing others, failure,
financial insecurity, loneliness,
insignificance, and aging. Then he helps
readers understand and counter fears
related to such outsize perils as terrorism,
death, and the apocalypse.
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SPC Contribution Report
In keeping with the Session’s plan to monitor the church’s financial
status, the Finance Committee is given a weekly contribution
summary.
(Adjustment for annual contributions)
2017 - 2018 Budget (42 weeks: July 01, 2017 – April 15, 2018):
$341,256.72
Contributions: (42 weeks: July 01, 2017 – April 15, 2018):
$318,484.27
Over/(Short) ($22,772.45)
The Church Office Will Be Closed
Monday, May 28th to celebrate
Memorial Day Holiday.
DATE

EVENT

PREACHER

LITURGIST
9:00

LITURGIST
11:00

May
6

No Communion

Alexandra
Mauney

Paul
LaRoche
Kelly
Holleman
Paul
LaRoche
Maria
Leitner

Chuck
Kellner
Lyn Norton

May
13
May
20

Joseph Gaston
Commitment
Sunday

May
27

George Harper
Tom Richie

Peggy
Fouts
Nan
Schwartz

Please check the Flower Note Book for an opportunity to either place
flowers in the sanctuary or make a donation in honor or in loving
memory of someone. The book has a lot of empty dates, so please
choose now while you have a choice.

Keep Collecting
“Ladies That Do

2018 Calendars, Box Tops
and UPC labels
They can be placed in the church
library.
The
calendars
are
distributed at Our Daily Bread, Our
Daily Rest, “FamilyFriends”, and
OPSF.

Lunch” gather the
2nd
and
4th
Tuesday of each month at The
Spot on Ram Cat Alley at 12:00
noon. Everyone is welcome—
come and
e n j o y
g o o d
fellowship
and great
food!

Seneca Presbyterian
Church Officers
Session 2018
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport
Administration:
Jim Kenworthy, Moderator
Lewis Creel
Building & Grounds:
Glenn McCants, Moderator
Tim Moon
George Strobeck
Christian Education:
Kathy Gerner, Moderator
Fellowship:
Jan Palmer, Moderator
Finance:
Paul LaRoche, Moderator
Missions and Outreach:
Bonnie Andruszka and Ann Smith,
Co-Moderators
Stewardship:
Louis Holleman, Moderator
Worship:
Nancy Clayton, Moderator

Deacons
Co-Moderators:
Becky Drew, Dian Yanessa
Vicki Andy, Susan Caldwell,
Jan Crismore, Becky Hetherington,
Kelly Holleman, Carla Honea,
Lesley LaRoche, Chad Laxton,
Charlotte McDonald, Lavonne Moon,
Diana Owens, Natalie Schwartz,
Nancy Wilson

Trustees
Class of 2018: Jerry Fouts
Class of 2019: Bob Norton
Class of 2020: Jerry Crabtree
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Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate
rwcfrog@bellsouth.net
Carla Padgett, Director of Music
carla@carlasart.com
Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Les and Dr. Cindy Morgan, Missionary
Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse
Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
elombardspc@bellsouth.net

Robin Smith, Church Secretary
rsmithspc@bellsouth.net
Glenda Pitts, Financial Secretary
gpittsspc@outlook.com
James Gaines, Custodian
Jonathan Hoover, Custodian

