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“The Church for All People, Serving God through Serving Others” 

The threefold discipline of Lent 

 

Prayer… for the good of our souls 

Fasting… for the good of our bodies 

Almsgiving… for the good of our neighbor 

Church is opening the 

doors on March 14th. 

We ask that everyone 

please wear a mask 

and keep 6 feet apart 

from everyone. 
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JOHN’S BLOG:  March 2021: 

“Do We Need to Grow the Church?” 

How many of you memorized Romans 8:28 in Sunday School? How many of you also memorized the verse 

immediately before it—verse 27? 

I would guess that few of you memorized verse 27, yet the two verses belong together. It is one thing to say 

that “all things work together for good for those who love God and are called according to his purpose”. It is 

quite another to include that “God searches our hearts, and the Spirit of God intercedes for us according to his 

will”. 

The point is: God works for good as a way of interceding for us amidst challenging times. The Spirit of God is 

forever calling us to look for the new thing that God is doing among us. 

In these waning days of the Pandemic, it is easy to perceive changes to our lives over the past year as all bad. 

It is easy to bemoan what will become of our beloved activities and ways of being in the world. It is easy to 

fear what our church will look like after the end of these trying times of virtual only worship. Will everyone 

return? Will the ministry of our church continue—even thrive? 

The Apostle Paul always saw what was happening in the world as an OPPORTUNITY for the growth of the 

Good News of the Gospel. He never said, “Oh well, we have enough disciples now. No need to reach out to the 

Romans. The Church has reached its apex.  The ceiling has been reached.” 

The message of Jesus is to stop and see what God is doing in our midst. A faith that is only historic is a dying 

faith. Faith that is alive looks with anticipation for what God is doing among us through his Spirit. 

One of the great Blessings of the Pandemic for SPC is that it has opened our eyes to see that we cannot 

assume that the future will look like the past. Our faith is real only as it continues to shape and inform our life 

together for the days ahead. Our faith is alive only as it continues to build upon the faithfulness of our 

foremothers and forefathers in the faith. Our faith is vital only as it seeks the intercession of God’s Spirit and 

looks for where and how to spread the Good News of the Gospel. 

At the end of 2020, your Session approved the forming of a “Church Growth Task Force” with the mandate to 

listen to the Spirit in order to increase our outreach to potential members. It is chaired by Dave Hartman and 

includes Donna Absher, Jan Crismore, Everett Fuller, Glenn McCants, Diana Owens, and Julie Perkins as 

members. Please pray for the work of this committee and contact them with your ideas. You will be hearing 

more from them in the months ahead. 

Your Pastor, John 

“27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28We know that all things work together 
for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.” 

       --Romans 8:27-28 
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We’d Love to Have You Join Us . . . 
To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation. You are 
invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we provide. Please let us 
know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an invitation to unite with this church. 
Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's Classes that explore the meaning of church 
membership in our Presbyterian tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged 
to participate in these classes. If you are interested in conversation about membership, do 
not hesitate to call the church office anytime at 882-2505. 

Window on the Session 
Session Meeting – 02/22/2021 

The meeting was called to order by the moderator, Reverend John Hartman. Helen Kelly 
served as clerk for the meeting. This meeting was conducted via Zoom due to the current 
Covid situation. 
The devotional and prayer were provided by Mark Davenport. 
Previous minutes were approved. 
People needing prayers were brought up. 
Committee reports were given: 
Christian Education is preparing Easter baskets for the children of the church. 

Fellowship has not been meeting and opened the floor up for ideas during the current pandemic situation. The 
idea of a Zoom get—together was brought up. Chris Paulik and Chad Laxton spoke and Chad is going to look into 
options for this. 

Finance submitted their report, and then Ann Castle brought forth 6 motions on behalf of the Designated Funds 
Committee. This committee is made up of the Trustees, the Finance Moderator and the Treasurer. The motions 
were all approved and they included proposals to consolidate funds, change investment direction to a fee—
based growth path and move away from the dividend and interest mix the church was in, changing the 
distribution percentage of the Byrd Fund and change the Revised Investment Policy. Also, the Gifts and Funds 
policy is being updated. This change requires two Session meetings to pass. The first meeting was this evening 
and if it passes again at the March meeting, this motion will carry. 

Building & Grounds is looking to dispose of two pianos and two organs. Glenn McCants will double check this 
with Rosalie and, pending her consent, he will look to offer them to Goodwill, Salvation Army, Ripple or any 
other organization that will take them without cost to the church. Ripple’s arrangement with the church was 
discussed and Admin and Building & Grounds will work on some sort of agreement to come to with Ripple that 
describes their tenancy and includes their insurance. It was reported that there has been unauthorized entry 
under the church in the area near the memorial gardens. When discovered, the door was reinforced, the police 
were brought out and the area cleaned up. Everyone should be vigilant as this is not the first time we have had 
issues in this area. 

Mission and Outreach reported that $2395 was raised on Souper Bowl Sunday from the church! Also, the Men’s 
Group is starting back up. The first meeting back will be by Zoom on Thursday, February 25th. 

Worship brought up their report and proposals received regarding our sound mixer. After discussion, a motion 
for a proposal to replace the system was approved. Balance of funding beyond what was budgeted will be 
provided by the Finance Moderator prior to proceeding. Discussion was held regarding returning to in—person 
services. A motion was made, based on the current regional reporting numbers trending down, to return to in—
person services on Sunday, March 14. This was approved by Session. 

The next stated meeting of the Session will be Monday, March 22, 2021 at 5:30 pm. 

Submitted by Mark Davenport 
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• ·Circle 2 meeting is the first Tuesday, March 2nd, at 10:15 
a.m. Join us in the church Library. 

Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177 

• Circle 6 meeting is canceled through March. 

Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455 

One Great Hour Of Sharing 

Easter is nearly upon us! And along with the coming of this joyous 
season, we have the opportunity and privilege of participating in the 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering. Through this longstanding, 
ecumenical effort, Presbyterians share God's love through ministries 
that provide relief to those affected by disasters, food for the hungry 
and support toward the self-development of poor and oppressed 
communities. 

• 32% of this offering goes to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Program, working alongside 
communities as they recover and find hope after natural or human-caused disasters. 

• 36% of this offering goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program, supporting initiatives that create 
sustainable food systems and alleviate root causes of poverty so all may be fed. 

• 32% goes to the Self-Development of People, providing resources and education to oppressed and 
disadvantaged communities working to overcome poverty and injustice through initiatives they own 
and directly benefit from. 

Please consider giving generously to this most worthwhile offering and showing support to the good work 
that the offering does. "It is one way that we can show our love and dignity to those in need." 

Many thanks to Pastors John and Richard, to Ernie, to the Deacons and to my church 

family for your care, notes, calls and prayers during my recovery. This has made my days 

much easier, my recovery from surgery much faster, with less pain, and lots more 

comfort. Thanks to all for your prayers and sympathy with the recent loss of my brother. 

Wayne Montague. 

With Church getting back together again, we need the congregation to either 

call or stop by the church and sign—up for flowers to be back in the sanctuary 

again. Spring is right around the corner and we need beautiful flowers in the 

sanctuary. 

Your faithful stewardship keeps us going 

in tough times as well as easier times. 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

GRATITUDE 
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If your child or grandchild has recently celebrated or excelled at something, send us a 

message and a picture if you have one, so we can brag on them in the Presby Press. 

Just call the church office (882-2505), leave us a note, or email Robin at 

rsmithsprez@gmail.com. 

O Lord, I’m writing about the rain. 

It’s not a little like the rain in Spain…on the plain. 

It keeps coming again and again. 

Interviews of house painters began way last summer. 

Painter was chosen and we’re on his timetable. 

Said he’d get to our place as soon as he was able. 

Then comes all this rain—what a bummer! 

We’re now waiting for the climate to get better. 

It’s raining and raining and can’t get much wetter. 

We look to the skies for an improving change. 

Lord, please send the sun back into our range. 

    CFP Feb-2019  

Rain…Ugh! 

At Home Sunday School 

With the help of our wonderful parents, the children of SPC continue their Sunday School education at home. 
Of course, it may not happen all on Sunday morning, but may occur anytime during the week. Each of our 8 
families received a bag of lessons and materials on the Parables of Jesus. As they learn about what the 
kingdom of God is like, they may be planting seeds, baking yeast bread, going on a treasure hunt to find a 
pearl and being a good neighbor by helping fill our Blessing Cupboard! The children also have the fun of 
visiting the online Lent Garden where they can learn new songs, make crafts, explore a garden, listen to 
stories and explore a labyrinth. Please keep our children and their families in your prayers! 

For the month of January we collected 78 pounds of 

peanut butter for the food pantry. 

We collected $2,395.00 for the Souper Bowl which 

will help feed 15 children throughout the year. 

Mission and Outreach would like to thank you all for 

the great contributions as always. 

https://foothillspresbytery.org/
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Just Coffee-Delicious Coffee with a Purpose 

Coffee will be available in March, but with in-person worship suspended for now, please 
preorder! Coffee levels are getting low, and will be placing a new order in March, so let 
me know by March 7th if you need coffee!. We offer Arabica, Arabica Decaf and Robusta 
in Regular or Dark roast and in regular grind, fine grind or whole beans. Coffee is $10 per 
pound bag. If paying by check, make it out to SPC and make sure to put “Coffee” on the 
memo line. Please email or call Bonnie Andruszka- bandruszka@gmail.com or 864-973-
8008. If your coffee choice is available, it will be available for pickup in the church 

office. If it needs to be ordered, I’ll let you know and have it available as soon as the shipment arrives! 

Café Justo is a grower—owned coffee cooperative based in Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure organic 
coffee which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of justice. The goal is to maintain a sustainable 
small scale business that provides opportunity and incentive to remain on their family lands. Your coffee 
purchase has a direct impact on the families allowing them training & resources for a successful business and 
living wages. 

Annual Report Books for 2019-2020 
are here. They are on the web site for 

everyone to see. If you want a paper copy, 
please let the church know. 

2019-2020 

OFFERING 

ENVELOPES FOR 

2021 are now in 

church  office. 

Your envelopes 

will have your name listed on them. Please 

be sure you pick up the correct box. If you 

do not currently have a box of envelopes, 

please contact the church office and we 

will be glad to assign you one. 

The knitters are back to knitting together at the Chapter House every 2nd 
Friday of each month and would like to invite anyone who would like to join 
them. They meet at 9:00 am and would love for anyone to come. The next 
meeting is March 12th. The group is small (but very productive) and can 
spread out. 
 The following groups all received knitted or crocheted items during 
this time period: Seaman’s Institute, Fort Bragg Armed Services, YMCA Baby 

Shower project, Anderson VA Hospital, Our Daily Rest, Lila Doyle, Lake View Assisted Living and Oconee 
Memorial Hospital. 
 Our membership has diminished from illness, moving, or loss, yet over 400 items went out to many 
adults and children. 
 We are grateful to all who donate time, yarn, and funds. You are indeed a blessing. 
Thank you, Donna Montague 

mailto:bandruszka@gmail.com


P a g e  7  P r e s b y  P r e s s  

AN INVITATION TO JOIN US IN OUR GARDEN MINISTRY! 

Four years ago we began a wonderful program to bring the joy and rewards of vegetable gardening to the 
elementary children involved in Ripple of One. The garden and the children have blossomed and thrived, as 
well as the adults who have participated with so much enthusiasm. With spring just around the corner, we 
are now planning our fifth year of gardening with the children! You are invited to join us! If you have an 
interest in working in the garden or helping children learn about growing food or if you just like to see things 
grow, give Susan Caldwell a call (882-7916) or drop her an email at sccaldwell11@bellsouth.net. 

mailto:sccaldwell11@bellsouth.net
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Shared Pantry Guidelines 
 

*Non-perishable shelf-stable foods are needed. 

*Using ”best if used by” should be considered as well as expiration date. 

*When donating foods, please bring them to the church office. 
 

Pantry Food and Supplies Suggestions 
 

Canned goods: (Pop tops are best) 

Applesauce, Soups, Beans, and Vegetables. Meat, Ham, Chicken, Turkey, and Fish 

Pasta Sauces, Chili, Stews etc. 

Peanut Butter 

Dry Foods: (Boxed is best) 

Pasta, Rice, Crackers, Powered Milk, Cereals, Granola Bars, Trail Mix, Dried Fruit etc. 

Baby Food (preferably no glass) 

Diapers, Wipes, Facial Tissue, Toilet Tissue and Plastic Silverware 

Church Giving Made EZ! 
For those of the congregation that turn 70 1/2 in 2021 and fortunate enough to have an IRA 
giving is made easier. Contributions given to the Church may be given TAX FREE by having a 
check issued from your IRA. Consult with your financial advisor on how to do this directly for 
TAX FREE application. Just insure that your name appears on the check so that we can properly 
credit your account. This form of giving also helps meet the required minimum distribution 
rules. 

Years ago, newly arrived from the west coast and knowing no one in Seneca, Bruce and I 
visited different churches and knew immediately that Seneca Presbyterian was a special 
place. Now, sixty years later, this has been brought home to our family so vividly. The love 
and concerns in the past few months has been overwhelming. For three weeks in the 
hospital, followed by a month at home with hospice, Bruce felt the constant prayers and 
support of our church family. He knew he was leaving his earthly family with that love and 
support. 

A month later this love was demonstrated again when our son—in—law, Louis Holleman, suffered a heart 
attack on New Year’s Eve. Now, after more than a month in the hospital, Louis is home recuperating from 
quintuple bypass surgery. The phone calls, the cards, the prayers, and the love shown by our church family 
speaks of God's love working in our church. 

Thank you all so much for being with us every step of the way. God truly is at work in Seneca Presbyterian 
church. 

In Christ's Love.     Lyn Norton, the Holleman Family and the Cutler Families. 
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It will soon be time to “spring forward”, as Daylight Saving Time begins in South Carolina at 2:00 A.M. on 
Sunday, March 14, 2021. It is wise to use that date as a reminder to change the batteries in your smoke 
detectors. Even though the batteries currently in place may be advertised to function for several years, it is 
best to err on the side of caution and change the detector batteries annually. 

Also, the time change will mean losing one hour of time. As the change takes place during normal sleeping 
time, our sleeping patterns may be adversely influenced. Martha Yanci Torres, M.D., Mayo Clinic Health 
System neurologist and sleep specialist, says the loss of an hour of sleep can cause “significant fatigue in 
most people and can linger for days or weeks. To minimize the impact, you can make gradual adjustments.” 
She suggests the following: 

1. Go to bed 15 minutes early, starting several days before the change, and increase by 15 minutes 
every couple of nights. Make an extra effort to be well-rested the week before the time change. 

2. If you feel sleepy the Sunday after the time change, take a short 15 to 20 minute nap in the early 
afternoon. 

3. Avoid sleeping an hour longer in the mornings. 

4. In general, try to go to bed and wake up at the same time each day. This helps your body regulate 
its sleep. 

It is my hope that these tips will help you rest well and that each day you will feel rejuvenated! 

Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse 

P 
N urse P 
N urse 

Ernie Lombard, RN 
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March 1 

  Rich Gerner 

  Janey Turner 

March 3 

  Beverly Crabtree 

  Lou Schuman 

  Jim & Sandy Olsen* 

March 5 

  Lyn Norton 

March 6 

  Barbara Davenport 

  Janet Palmer 

March 7 

  Mimi Hunt 

  Cindi Lesley 

March 8 

  Isabella Carlson 

March 9 

  Emily Cutler 

March Birthdays and 

*Anniversaries 

March 10 

  Robert Moffat 

  Robert Collins 

March 11 

  Joseph Carlson 

March 16 

  Phyllis May 

March 18 

  Don Clayton 

  Joey & Robin Smith* 

March 24 

  Don Aschom 

  Glen McPheeters 

  Tracy Smith 

March 26 

  Nancy Land 

  Rodger Low 

  Chet Palmer 

  John Wilson 

March 28 

  Doug Click 

  Gary Owens 

March 29 

  Lin Akroyd 

March 31 

  Jerry Crabtree 

  Helen Kelly 

April Birthdays and 

*Anniversaries 

April 13 

  Jerry Fouts 

April 18 

  Ernie Lombard 

April 19 

  Lucy Murr 

April 21 

  Martha Mahaffee 

April 22 

  Larry Marett 

April 23 

  Jack Schwartz 

April 29 

  Thomas Henninger 

April 1 

  Danny Day 

  Chuck & Judy Kellner* 

  Mike & Donna Shelton* 

April 3 

  Don Pomeroy 

April 4 

  Manuel & Carla Honea* 

April 5 

  Barry Conway 

  Robert Dendy 

  Helen & Gordon Lewis* 

April 6 

  Sue Anders 

  Ellen Hotz 

April 7 

  Gordon Lewis 

  John McLellan 

April 9 

  Bob White 

April 10 

  Louis Holleman 

April 11 

  Pat Hendershot 

April 12 

  Manuel Honea 

  Nancy Ramsey 

March 20 

  Gary & Diana Owens* 

March 21 

  Ann Josey 

  Irene Rigby 

March 22 

  Don Lesley 

  Larry & Barbara Kolze* 

March 23 

  Nancy Young 

Anna Weil contributed in memory of Lucy Ballenger and Reid Arnold 

Phyllis May contributed in memory of Walker Calderwood  

Memorials and Honorariums 
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Deacons 
Moderator: Donna Absher 

Sue Anders, Vicki Andy, 

Donna Beebe, Sally Fortune, 

Ann Fuller, Pat Harris, Liz Laxton 

Carolyn Maddox, Luke McPhail, 

Julie Perkins 
 

Trustees 
Class of 2021: Danny Day 

Class of 2022: Louis Holleman 

Class of 2023: Paul LaRoche 

Seneca Presbyterian 

Church Officers 

Session 2021 

Moderator: Dr. John Hartman 
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly 

Treasurer: Barbara Davenport 
 

Administration: 
Jerry Fouts, Moderator 

Gary Owens 
Building & Grounds: 

Glenn McCants, Moderator 
Christian Education: 

Kathy Gerner, Moderator 
Steve Gibson 
Fellowship: 

Chris Paulik, Moderator 
Chad Laxton 

Finance: 
Ann Castle, Moderator 

Missions/Outreach: 
Everett Fuller, Moderator 

Stewardship: 
David Hartman, Moderator 

Worship: 
Mark Davenport, Moderator 

Chuck Kellner 

2021 Calendars, Box Tops 

and UPC labels 

They can be placed in the 
church library. The 
calendars are distributed at 
Our Daily Bread, Our Daily 
Rest, “Family Friends”, and 
O.U.M. 

Keep Collecting 

https://www.sprez.org/home 

Or type Seneca Presbyterian Church and our web site will come up. 

When you are on our web site, you can see what is happening, sign up 

for pot lucks, check out the bulletins, read and listen to the sermons. 

Pay the web site a visit, search around and see all the things we have 

to offer. 

Friend in Faith Quote 

for March 

Spring forward  

March 14th 



Visit us at 

www.sprez.org 

             @ Seneca 

Presbyterian Church 

Telephone – 864-882-2505 

Email – senecasprezchurch@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Dr. John Hartman, Pastor 

johnbhartmanii@outlook.com 

Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate 

rwcfrog@bellsouth.net 

Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus 

Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse 

Tuesdays  - 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

elombardspc@gmail.com 

Rosalie Hovencamp, Director of Music 

rosencamp81@hotmail.com 

Jeremy Stanton, Music Assistant  

Robin Smith, Church Secretary 

rsmithsprez@gmail.com 

James Gaines, Custodian 

Christopher Cunningham, Custodian 

Diane Williams, Financial Secretary 

senecaprestreasurer@gmail.com 

Seneca Presbyterian Church 
Corner of Oak and South 1st Street, Seneca, SC 

(864) 882-2505   sprez.org 

 


