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JOHN’S BLOG: March 2020
Greetings to you all!
Over the next seven Wednesdays in Lent we will gather with other churches in Seneca at 12
noon for a 30 minute Lenten service followed by a light lunch. This year the pastors decided
to focus the meditations for these services on the Stations of the Cross.
The Stations of the Cross or the Way of the Cross, also known as the Way of Sorrows or
the Via Crucis, refers to a series of images depicting Jesus Christ on the day of his
crucifixion and accompanying prayers. The stations grew out of imitations of Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem which
is believed to be the actual path Jesus walked to Mount Calvary. The object of the stations is to help the
Christian faithful to make a spiritual pilgrimage through contemplation of the Passion of Christ.
I invite you this Lenten Season to use the Stations of the Cross as a devotional resource as we journey with
Jesus to Calvary. On Easter morning we will then share the greeting: “Christ is Risen!”
Blessings, John

Window on the Session
The Session met on Monday, January 27, 2020 at 5:30 p.m.
Rev. John Hartman stated that a quorum was present. The Christ candle was lit and the
devotional and prayer were given by Kathy Gerner. It was stated that Bonnie Andruszka
will attend the Deacons meeting in February. Bonnie Andruszka, Glenn McCants and Chris
Pollack will do In—Home Communion on February 2nd. Glenn McCants was excused from
tonight’s meeting.
Stephanie Enders, Director of Ripple of One, did a wonderful presentation to Session
members of the past, present and future of Ripple of One. She explained the process from
enrollment into the program to all the help Ripple provides for their clients. Ripple has
made it possible for 56 adults to be off of government assistance. The future holds so
much for this program and those who participate. Stephanie and her staff are grateful for the use of our
downstairs classrooms and for the many of our church family who support Ripple of One.
Joys and Concerns within our church were discussed. Communications were read. Committee Reports were
discussed as well. Highlights were: Christian Education Committee: the TV’s are up and working for the
Children’s Sunday School Classes. Worship Committee: Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner will be February 25th.
Ash Wednesday service will be February 26th at Trinity Baptist Church with Rev. John Hartman preaching. Our
church will host a Lenten Service and Luncheon on March 18th with Ryan Perry from Seneca Baptist Church
preaching.
Financial Committee report was given.
Steve Gibson was assigned to be on the Christian Education Committee.
The next Presbytery Meeting will be in February in Anderson.
Our next Session meeting will be February 24th. The meeting was adjourned with prayer.
Kathy Gerner, Elder
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We’d Love to Have You Join Us . . .
Seneca Presbyterian Church would like to extend an invitation to all who are interested in
becoming members or who just want to learn more about our church. We will be hosting
a series of gatherings on three Sundays. We will meet on March 8th at 5 p.m. (light
supper provided) and at 10 a.m. (between services) on March 15th and 22nd. We will
share some refreshments, get acquainted with each other, hear more about life at SPC,
ask questions, get invited to “sample” some opportunities, tour our facilities, and make
some new friends.
These classes are not a hurdle to be jumped or a prerequisite for joining SPC. They are offered as
hospitality to those who are interested in learning more about us.

The welcome mat is out and the light is on. Please call the church office at 882-2505 if this sounds like
something you would like to do. If you would like more information or have questions, please call Diana
Owens at 944-6010.

Attention SPC members: Volunteers are desperately needed for the nursery. Need help during the
9 am and 11 am services and also Sunday School classes. If you can help, please contact Kathy
Gerner at 903-3455 or you can call the church office. Thanks, Christian Education.

Bowling….there will be a Seneca Church bowling night, Tuesday night
March 17th, at 6:00 p.m. at the Seneca Lanes.
Any questions call Mark at 864-426-4037 or email Hmcjunk@clemson.edu

Easter Sunrise Service
April 12 On the grounds of SPC at
6:45 am. Breakfast immediately
following the service.

Spring forward
March 8th

Sunday At Church
On most Sunday mornings
I am at the church.
There are no needed warnings
that force me to attend.
For since my childhood days
that is how it has been.
If I didn’t go, my body would feel
as if it were left in a lurch.
So I don’t fight this feeling

that’s pulling me there to worship.
Just head for the building and prepare the mind
to join other bowing heads on this trip.
The songs and the singing attract me as much
as does any other thing.
When the organ is playing my mind just says it’s time
for me and my voice to bring.
I guess to church I come—myself, my prayers
and my voice is waiting and wanting to sing. CFP
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Krech Mission Fund
Being aware of Ed Krech’s desire to help those in need, the Session set aside a portion of the Krech bequest
to be used to provide financial assistance to church members who express a desire to participate in mission
trips or disaster assistance and for activities within the community.
The Krech Mission Committee is looking for ideas for how this year’s money should be distributed.
If you are working with a local organization where a donation will make a difference, please submit a request
with the following information for consideration. Please leave the form in the church office.
Krech Mission Fund Request

Date:_____________

Name of the SPC Member (s) requesting funds:

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Amount of funds being requested $_____________
Mission or Volunteer Organization:
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
Reason for suggesting this group:
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Describe assistance to be provided, including member involvement and time period involved:
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
How will the disbursement be spent?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
What are the expectations?
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Please attach a detailed list of expected expenditures in support of the requested amount and any
additional details and information which you feel will aid us in our decision making.
Signed: ________________________________________________________________
Saturday, May 23rd
Rough Room downstairs in Pastors Hall
Start cleaning your closets and storage rooms to collect donations for the
SPC Yard Sale. Please take items to the Rough Room.
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Ernie Lombard, RN

P urse
N

This year, March is a month in which a lot will be happening. Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday,
March 8th. The first day of spring arrives on Friday, March 20th. If that isn’t enough, the month is also
recognized by the National Kidney Foundation as National Kidney Month. What, you may ask, does that have to
do with me? Well, not only does the time change, but as perhaps you well know, time changes things.
According to the American Kidney Fund website, www.kidneyfund.org, 1 in 3 adults has high blood pressure.
What does blood pressure have to do with kidney disease? Healthy kidneys and healthy blood pressure keep
your body working well. Our kidneys remove waste from our bodies, and high blood pressure makes it harder
for our kidneys to do their job. If waste builds up, your heart has to work even harder and this can be harmful
to your body. In order to stay as healthy as possible, have your blood pressure checked often. Also, maintaining
a healthy weight, limiting alcohol intake and avoiding smoking are important. In addition, eating foods low in
salt and taking blood pressure medication as prescribed is of utmost importance. It is my hope that you will
enjoy the changes that March brings. If I may be of assistance regarding the changes that time brings, stop by
my office on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. until noontime for a visit, or call the church office to arrange another time.
Regards, Ernie Lombard, RN Parish Nurse

Just Coffee—Delicious Coffee with a Purpose
Coffee Sunday will be March 1st! The coffee cart will still offer a variety of coffee to
purchase or order forms to order your exact coffee preferences. Your choices are:
Arabica, Arabica Decaf and Robusta in Regular or Dark roast and in regular grind, fine
grind or whole beans. Coffee is $10 per pound bag. If paying by check, make it out to SPC
and make sure to put “Coffee” on the memo line.
Café Justo is a grower—owned coffee cooperative based in Chiapas, Mexico. They market
a pure organic coffee which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of justice. The
goal is to maintain a sustainable small scale business that provides opportunity and incentive to remain on their
family lands. Your coffee purchase has a direct impact on the families allowing them training & resources for a
successful business and living wages.

Fellowship Meal “Together on Tuesday”
We would like to encourage an even stronger bond of fellowship. We would be delighted for everyone
to join us every 2nd Tuesday at the Lighthouse for dinner at 5:30 pm. RESERVATIONS are not necessary.
Just tell them when you walk in that you are joining the SPC group and they will take you to “our table.”
For more information, contact Doug and Barbara Click. (faxforclick@gmail.com)
Mark your calendar for March 10, 2020 at 5:30 p.m.
See you there!
Lighthouse 1290 Doug Hollow Road Seneca, SC 29672

Everyone welcome!
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Below is a listing of this year’s Lenten lunches and opportunities for worship with our
sister congregations in Seneca. For those new to the tradition, worship begins at noon at
each church followed by a lunch provided free of charge by that congregation. Please
mark your calendars and join in this outstanding opportunity. It is a great way to worship
in different styles and with many faces that we look forward to seeing each Lent. You can
always count on finding many familiar Seneca Presbyterian faces in the crowd, too!
Date
26-Feb
4-Mar

Host Church

Preacher

Title

John Hartman/SPC

Jesus is condemned to death/
Jesus carries His cross

W.C. Honeycutt/Ebenezer Baptist

Jesus falls for the first time under His cross/
Jesus meets His sorrowful Mother

Todd Davis/St. Mark UMC

Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus to carry His cross/
Veronica wipes the face of Jesus

Trinity Baptist
504 S Oak St, Seneca
St. Paul the Apostle
170 Bountyland Rd, Seneca
Ann Hope UMC

11-Mar
18-Mar

702 Goddard Ave, Seneca
Seneca Presbyterian

Ryan Perry/Seneca Baptist

Ebenezer Baptist
25-Mar

502 E South 2nd St, Seneca

Matt Turner/Ann Hope UMC

Jesus falls for a third time/
Jesus is stripped of His garments

Ryan Wilson/Trinity Baptist

Jesus is nailed to the cross/
Jesus dies on the cross

Tony Vincent/Trinity Baptist

Jesus is taken down from the cross/
Jesus is laid in the Sepulcher (the tomb)

Ann Hope UMC
1-Apr
8-Apr

702 Goddard Ave, Seneca
St. Mark UMC
616 Quincy Rd, Seneca

Jesus falls for a second time/
The women of Jerusalem weep over Jesus

Holy Week Worship Services
Plan to join us for the tradition of sharing worship each evening at 6 p.m.
Date
April 8

Host Church

Preaching

Westminster Presbyterian Church

Rev. Audrey Reese

204 N. Isundega, Westminster, SC. From Big Lots, go west on Hwy. 123 towards Westminster 7.0 miles to first traffic light
(Ingles). Turn right. Go .2 miles and go under the railroad underpass to stop sign (dead end). Turn left onto East North
Avenue. Go .7 miles and turn right on Earl Holcombe Street. The church is two blocks on the left.

April 9

*Seneca Presbyterian Church

Dr. John Hartman

April 10

*West Union Chapel

Rev. Morton White

299 W Main St, Walhalla . From Big Lots, go north on Hwy. 28 towards Walhalla 6.5 miles. Chapel is on your right.

*No refreshments
HELP!!!!!!!!! Oconee United Ministries has been selected to be a recipient of
Blue Ridge Fest this year!!!!! As part of the celebration, we have been asked
to sell 500 raffle tickets to the event in Pickens. WE NEED YOUR HELP TO SELL
THOSE TICKETS. PLEASE SEE ANN SMITH FOR DETAILS AND TICKETS. First prize
in the raffle is $10,000!!!
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Our Ripple Resale store is coming along!
Our resale store will be located at 203 Oconee Square Drive in the
Oconee Square shopping center between Big Lots and Auto Zone. We are
extremely excited for this new chapter in the Ripple of One organization
and we are even more excited to be sharing it with you!
All proceeds from Ripple Resale will go directly to Ripple of One.
We are now accepting gently—used clothing.
Recently, we are highlighting our very own, Carolyn Maddox! Carolyn has volunteered with
Ripple for nine years! Her dedication and sincere care for our program has influenced a
number of our participants!
Carolyn we love you dearly and are so thankful for your commitment to Ripple!

Want to become a Ripple Maker? Check out our
website and volunteer with us!
Ripple of One Volunteer

~Thank you so much for all that you do for
Ripple of One to enrich our clients’ lives~
Rachel and the Ripple staff

We are delighted to announce that our own Alan Thomson recently received the Silver
Beaver Award at New Jersey’s Patriot Path Council Annual meeting in New Jersey. Alan
started his Scouting journey many years ago, has served in a variety of roles since then.
He continues to work long-distance with the Watchu Experience, particularly as the e-mail
voice of Chief Watchu. In their words: “The Patriots' Path Council salutes and thanks Alan
Thomson for his service to Scouting and to the community” – as do we here at Seneca
Presbyterian Church. Well done, Alan!

Clean—Up Day at the Garden
February 3, 2020
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•
•

Page 9

Circle 2 meeting is the first Tuesday, March 3rd, at 10:15 a.m. Join us in the church library.
Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177
Circle 6 meeting is Wednesday, March 4th. Join us at the Ye’ Ole Sandwich Shop at 5:30 p.m.
Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455.

Come one, come all!
The Fellowship Committee is looking for lots of volunteers, both men and women to help
with one or two meals held throughout the year. It may be for a Potluck Supper or a meal
after a Sunday Service. This is not to become a member of the committee (unless you’d like
to). The more volunteers that sign up, the fewer times you will be called!
We need help with table set up and decoration (usually done a day or two ahead), food setup (little to no
cooking involved) and clean up after the meal! Just let us know your preferences, and we’ll work
together!
If you would be willing to help out occasionally, please email
Chris Paulik at honkie826@gmail.com or call 973-592-2514 or
Bonnie Andruszka at bandruszka@gmail.com or call 864-973-8008
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Our SPC Band welcomes anyone who would like to join in on all the fun. Raise your
spirits and join the band. Practice is every Wednesday from 6:00-6:55 p.m.
Our SPC Chancel Choir welcomes new singers. If you would like to know more
about the choir, join us every Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. Come explore the challenge
and joy of singing with the choir! Don’t be shy, come and try!
Our handbell choir welcomes new ringers. If you would like to know more about
ringing bells, join them on Mondays at 6:00 p.m. Come explore the challenge and
joy of hand bells! We welcome anyone who is interested in learning to play and
joining the fun they have ringing the bells. Don’t be shy, come and try!

"You may know Sarah Low as the "All-In" Clemson fan
and as the most persuasive Girl Scout Cookie seller of all
time, but did you know that she is musically talented as
well? Sarah was recently named the First Chair Clarinet
player in the All County Band for Oconee County, and
Seventh Chair (out of 146 clarinets) in the All Region
Band that includes Oconee, Pickens, Anderson and
Greenville counties.

Congratulations Sarah! (submitted by a proud Sunday School teacher)
Tai Chi classes will be on hiatus during March. You can still do Tai Chi at home by viewing it on
YouTube. In regards to staying healthy, check out the binder entitled “All About Walking” which
has been added to the H&W shelf in the library.

"HELP!!!" Ann Smith is looking for a few more names to call on to deliver Meals on Wheels on
Mondays. The route is very short (1/2 hour) and might mean just one Monday a month if we have
enough help. PLEASE contact Ann if you can help. 973-8967.
Also, we need 2 volunteers to pick up food at Walmart to take to the food pantry every other Monday.
Don and I have both felt the love and prayers surrounding us from Seneca Presbyterian
Christians. We are certain that has been part of my healing process. To know that we are
prayed for from a distance is comforting. We will always think of Seneca Presbyterian as our
church. Appreciative love, Don and Sally Owen
To the Seneca Presbyterian family, I send you much love and a grateful heart for all the love
you sent my way. I continue to recover and have enjoyed all your cards, calls and visits.
Again, many thanks to a terrific group of people. Much love, Heidi Allen
Dates for Sabbath Lunches at Our Daily Kitchen are March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th. We
need your help with baked goods or if you would like to come and help prepare and/or serve
those Sundays.
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New Member Reception
Knohl Hall
Sunday, March 29th
10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
Presbyterian Women is pleased to host the reception and invites you to
come join us. We hope you will take this opportunity to meet and welcome
our new members and visit with the church congregation.

Look forward to seeing you!
One Great Hour Of Sharing
Easter is nearly upon us! And along with the coming of this joyous
season, we have the opportunity and privilege of participating in the
One Great Hour of Sharing offering. Through this longstanding,
ecumenical effort, Presbyterians share God's love through ministries
that provide relief to those affected by disasters, food for the hungry
and support toward the self-development of poor and oppressed
communities.
•

32% of this offering goes to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Program, working alongside
communities as they recover and find hope after natural or human-caused disasters.

•

36% of this offering goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program, supporting initiatives that create
sustainable food systems and alleviate root causes of poverty so all may be fed.

•

32% goes to the Self-Development of People, providing resources and education to oppressed and
disadvantaged communities working to overcome poverty and injustice through initiatives they own
and directly benefit from.

Please consider giving generously to this most worthwhile offering and showing support to the good work
that the offering does. "It is one way that we can show our love and dignity to those in need."
If your child or grandchild has recently celebrated or excelled at something, send us a message
and a picture if you have one, so we can brag on them in the Presby Press. Just call the church
office (882-2505), leave us a note, or email Robin at rsmithspc@bellsouth.net.
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DATE

EVENT

LITURGIST 9:00/11:00

March 1

Communion

Becky Hetherington/Mark McJunkin

March 8

Worship/Day Light Savings Time

Paul LaRoche/Chuck Kellner

March 15

Worship

Lyn Norton/Peggy Fouts

March 22

Worship

Kelly Holleman/Nan Schwartz

March 29

Worship/Peanut Butter

Noel Lehner/Louis Holleman

Presby Press

March 1
Rich Gerner
Janey Turner
March 3
Beverly Crabtree
Lou Schuman
Jim & Sandy Olsen*
March 5
Lyn Norton
March 6
Barbara Davenport
Janet Palmer
March 7
Mimi Hunt
Cindi Lesley
March 8
Isabella Carlson
March 9
Emily Cutler
March 10
Robert Moffat
Robert Collins
March 11
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March Birthdays and
*Anniversaries

March 18
Don Clayton
Joey & Robin Smith*
March 20
Gary & Diana Owens*
March 21
Ann Josey
Irene Rigby
March 22
Don Lesley
Larry & Barbara Kolze*

March 23
Nancy Young
March 24
Don Aschom
Glen McPheeters
Tracy Smith
March 26
Nancy Land
Rodger Low
Chet Palmer
John Wilson
March 28
Doug Click
Gary Owens
March 29
Lin Akroyd
March 31
Jerry Crabtree
Helen Kelly

Friend in Faith Quote
for March

Joseph Carlson
March 16
Phyllis May

Flower Calendar
March 1 — Communion

March 8 — Flowers are put in the sanctuary in
honor of Emily Cutler's birthday, from Lyn and
Bruce Norton.
March 15 — Flowers are put in the sanctuary in
loving memory of Major Gerald A. McIntire, from
Donna McIntire.
March 22 — Flowers are put in the sanctuary in
loving memory of our parents, from Carol and
David Hartman
March 29—

Memorials and Honorariums
Russ Kelly: Tim and Lavonne Moon
Johnny and Lindsey Fields: Nina Fields Britt
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Opportunities For Study
Each of these classes is open to
new participants and welcomes
visitors at any time. Please
consider these opportunities,
choose one that meets your needs
or piques your interest, and then
visit to find out more.
Sara Davis Stribling Class
What: The Present Word
Where: Sara Davis Stribling Room
Teacher:

Pat Harris, Larry Josey

Contact:

Jane Thomas, 882-1202

Open Door Class. This adult class uses
The Wired Word curriculum, a current
event, web based study. Each week a
topic is introduced with background
information, questions and scriptural
references to encourage discussion. Contact Bonnie
Andruszka at bandruszka@gmail.com or 973-8008
for more information. They meet in the library
(across from church office).

Children's Sunday School
For more information, contact Susan Caldwell
882-7916 sccaldwell11@bellsouth.net, or Ann
Smith 973-8967 asmith124@att.net.
The children meet for Sunday School each
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. for lessons, snacks, crafts
and lots of fun learning! Pre-K through 2nd
grade meets in the craft room downstairs.
Grades 3-5 meet in the Temple Room, just
past the nursery downstairs. Middle school
kids meet upstairs in the last room down the
hall from the office, on the right. All are
welcome!
The Koinonia Class: This class meets in the Koinonia
Classroom. Please contact Betty Lehner or Dan
Toole (864-247-3190) for information.

Everyone is Welcome
Please join us
Brown Bag and Bible Study
(BB&B)
Lenten Study: Brenda Thomson will lead a Lenten
Study in the BB&B class beginning Thursday,
February 27th and in the Koinonia Class beginning
on Sunday March 1st. All are welcome to
participate. The study is titled: Meeting God in Paul
by Rowan Williams. It explores the meaning and
purpose of Paul’s letters with a focus on the social
world of Paul and the “dangerous newness” that
was Christianity. The book can be ordered from the PCUSA store or
from Amazon. If you have questions, please call Brenda at 864-7239031.

What: Brown Bag and Bible
Study Group (BB&B) meets at
noon each Thursday in the Sara
Davis Stribling Classroom. For
more information, you may
contact the church office or Dian
Yanessa at 882-0282.
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The Friendship Pads are very important. Please do not
forget to indicate which service you are attending and print
clearly. This helps us in our record-keeping. If you have a
visitor sitting next to you, please help them with the
friendship pad. Thank you!
Pledge Statements – Mailing of quarterly pledge
statements is being suspended. Annual statements
(December 31) will continue to be mailed. If you need a
quarterly statement mailed to you, please contact the
church office.

https://www.sprez.org/home
Or type Seneca Presbyterian Church and our web site will come up.
When you are on our web site, you can see what is happening, sign up
for pot lucks, check out the bulletins, read and listen to the sermons.
Pay the web site a visit, search around and see all the things we have
to offer.
The 2020 Flower Calendar notebook is located on
the table across from the church office or you can
reserve a date on our web site sprez.org/worship/flowers. If
you would like to provide flowers for the sanctuary during
2020, please sign on the chosen date. Please remember,
instead of fresh flowers you can make a donation to your
favorite fund or charity. If you make any changes in the book,
please let the office know about it. There is a link to order your flowers
from Heartwarmers, the florist the church uses.

Keep Collecting

“Ladies
2020 Calendars, Box Tops
and UPC labels
They can be placed in the church
library.
The
calendars
are
distributed at Our Daily Bread, Our
Daily Rest, “FamilyFriends”, and
O.U.M.

That
Do
Lunch” gather the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of each month at The
Spot on Ram Cat Alley at 12:00
noon. Everyone is welcome—
come
and
enjoy
good
fellowship and great food!

Seneca Presbyterian
Church Officers
Session 2020
Moderator: Dr. John Hartman
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport
Administration:
Jerry Fouts, Moderator
Michele Creel
Building & Grounds:
Glenn McCants, Moderator
Christian Education:
Kathy Gerner, Moderator
Steve Gibson
Fellowship:
Bonnie Andruszka and Chris Paulik
Co-Moderators
Finance:
Ann Castle, Moderator
Missions/Outreach:
Ann Smith, Moderator
Stewardship:
Lyn Norton, Moderator
Bob Norton
Worship:
Mark Davenport, Moderator

Deacons
Co-Moderators:
Donna Absher and Chad Laxton
Donna Beebe, Susan Caldwell,
Jan Crismore, Ann Fuller,
Pat Harris, Lesley LaRoche,
Carolyn Maddox, Luke McPhail,
Mark McJunkin, Diana Owens,
Julie Perkins

Trustees
Class of 2020: Jerry Crabtree
Class of 2021: Danny Day
Class of 2022: Louis Holleman

Seneca Presbyterian Church
Corner of Oak and South 1st Street, Seneca, SC
(864) 882-2505 sprez.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Visit us at
www.sprez.org
@ Seneca
Presbyterian Church
Telephone – 864-882-2505

FAX – 864-882-2528

Email – senecachurch@bellsouth.net
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Dr. John Hartman, Pastor
johnbhartmanii@outlook.com
Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate
rwcfrog@bellsouth.net
Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus

Rosalie Hovencamp, Director of Music
rosencamp81@hotmail.com
Robin Smith, Church Secretary

Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse

rsmithspc@bellsouth.net

Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
elombardspc@bellsouth.net

James Gaines, Custodian

