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Betty Ballenger Arnold received an
award naming her the Bertha Lee
Strickland Cultural Museum’s first
board member emeritus. She is
pictured here with the award and
her
granddaughter
Natalie
Schwartz, who was selected by
Seneca Presbyterian Church to
represent the church’s seat on the
board, previously held by her
grandmother. (see page 13 for the
article)
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“The Church for All People, Serving God through Serving Others”
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To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation.
You are invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we
provide. Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an
invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's
Classes that explore the meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian
tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged to participate in these
classes. If you are interested in conversation about membership, do not hesitate to
call the church office at 882-2505 at any time.

A Word from Your Interim Pastor
WHILE WE WAIT ON GOD....
A resident of an assisted-living community walked into the dining hall in time to get his favorite
table and was soon joined there by his friend who asked him where he’d been. He explained
that he just got back from the “Ear Doctor” and he got a new hearing aid. His friend exclaimed,
“No kidding! What kind?” A puzzled look came over the man’s face, “What time? I don’t know. I
think we left around 10:00.
Hearing aid or not, we all get confused about what time it is and we all want things to happen
on our schedule. When it comes to God, this impatience won’t work. We seem to be in different time zone
than God; his timing and ours are not set to the same clock. We pray but his reply seems delayed. How do we
trust God when it seems like HE IS RUNNING LATE? Whether waiting on God, waiting in line, waiting for jobs
or medical tests, waiting on relationships to improve: we hate to wait. Waiting isn’t a brief interruption in our
lives. It is our destiny, what it means to be a creature waiting on the Creator, a mortal dependent upon the
immortal. Waiting reminds us of how powerless we really are.
Church Sign “Don’t hope for something; hope in someone”
What is your hope: for something to happen or someone to come? Are you waiting for your problems to go
away, or for God’s will to be revealed? In the end, waiting is a spiritual discipline, a way to learn how to rely
more on God, not our own instincts. The first Christians were known for perseverance; they all had a sense of
God’s peace. They didn’t sit on their hands. They didn’t wait for the world to change or for their odds to
improve. They waited with expectancy for God’s power to fill their lives. I wish our waiting led to “happy
endings” but faith is not a guarantee. Faith won’t cure cancer, erase a bankruptcy, or heal broken
relationships. While life on earth remains uncertain, God is not. His love is limitless; he has your life in his
hands, and his hands are trustworthy.

FIFTH SUNDAY PEANUT BUTTER – Every fifth Sunday this congregation presents an offering of
peanut butter that will be given to the Golden Corner Food Pantry. Peanut butter is
wonderfully nutritious but also too expensive to purchase in bulk, so your contributions are
greatly appreciated. Don’t forget your peanut butter on Sunday, June 30th.

Presby Press

Page 3

Window on the Session
The April 22nd meeting of the Session was opened with the lighting of the Christ candle.
Devotion and prayer was led by Barbara Davenport. Helen Kelly served as Clerk of
Session. Joys and concerns of the congregation were discussed. Session approved a
request for transfer of membership for Phillip Morris to Second Presbyterian Church,
Roanoke, VA. Buildings and Grounds reported work had begun to repair the roof.
Worship motioned to cancel communion for May since communion was served 5 times
in April. Worship motioned to schedule a meeting immediately following the
Contemporary Worship Service with members of the Session on June 9 th. Both motions
were approved. The meeting was closed with prayer. The next Stated Session meeting
is scheduled for May 28, 2019 at 4:00.
Submitted by Barbara Davenport, Elder

In an effort to reduce printing/mailing costs, we will begin distributing the Presby Press via e-mail, or on
our Web Site (SPREZ), or you can pick up a printed copy at the church or continue to receive it in the
mail. If you would like to continue receiving a printed copy, please fill in the form below and place in
the collection plate.
Presby Press Preference:
Name: _________________________________________________
Printed copy mailed ______ OR pick up at church ______

Attention Church Members: If you have any children or grandchildren or great grandchildren
graduating any type of school, please give us the information below or write a short paragraph
and return it to the church as soon as possible. We hope to have a page of graduates in the July
Presby Press.
SPC Member: ___________________________________________________________________________
Name of Graduate: _______________________________________________________________________
School/College: __________________________________________________________________________
Degree and/or Major Field of Study: __________________________________________________________
Any details :
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Once again, SPC pulls through with a fantastic success of a yard sale. Over $5,000 collected this
year! This does not happen without the hard work of a myriad of volunteers, which actually
goes on all year beginning with donation pick-ups. The Monday of the sale, the veterans of the
yard sale get to work to sort, move, and unpack. I am always amazed at the energy and
willingness of these volunteers because this is not an easy task! Then all week, more and more
volunteers come in to unpack and price. Finally, the yard sale is ready! Thank you to Carolyn
Maddox and Ellen Hotz for "taking charge" on Friday and Saturday in my absence, and thank
you to everyone who donated to the yard sale. In fact, there was SO MUCH donated and SO
MUCH left over, that the decision has been made and Session approved to hold another "mini"
yard sale on June 15th. This will not be as big a project as the initial sale since everything is
already priced. All that is needed is some advertising and taking things out of boxes. And if you
did not get a chance to bring your "treasures" to the big sale, you have another opportunity! I,
for one, am looking forward to it and I definitely plan to be at this sale! Again, thank you TO
EVERYONE who made the yard sale such a huge success! Ann
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Fisherman Fisherman!
The ice is gone from the lakes, stream and the sloughs.
Old sol comes up in a glorious dawn
Of purples, pinks and soft blues.
The waters are teeming with hungry fish.
The forests abounding with game.
Oh, give me a dish of some fresh fried fish.
Made crisp by the camp fires flame.
Oh, me for a dish of some fresh fried fish.
Rolled up in meal and batter.
You can have steaks till your belly aches.
Me for the fresh fish platter.
Oh, give me a dish of some fresh fried fish
Split up in trapper fashion
On an iron sheet, by the campfire’s boat
That’s nature’s princely ration.
CFP

Knitters loving work
Oconee Rehab Center—Lap robes
Lakeview Assisted Living—Afghans
Foothills Nursing Home—Shawls
International Seafarer’s Ministry
Our Daily Rest—Afghans
Oconee Memorial—Baby Hats
Fort Bragg’s Armed Services YMCA Baby Bundles
Shower—Baby Items.
This PW mission touches lives far beyond the
borders of Oconee County and reaches sailors
from over 75 nations!
A special thanks to the Krech Fund for their
financial support of this mission. We are most
appreciative! Thanks to all who contribute to this
SPC Mission Project.
Donna Montague & Sue Crerar

Mark your Calendar!

Celebrate the beginning of summer with friends!
The Health and Wellness Committee is planning an Ice Cream Social for Saturday, June 22

nd

at 2:30.

It is going to be a

“No Reason, Just Because Event”
featuring cookies and ice cream served with the opportunity to embrace life with friends.
Be sure to read the upcoming June bulletins for more details.
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Great Decisions 2019
This will be our fourth year to host a Great Decisions discussion group. Again
we will welcome Jay Hetherington as our teacher/facilitator. We will gather
weekly on Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. The dates are July 31, August 7,
14, 21, 28, September 4, 11, 18. Briefing books are $35 each, including
shipping charges.
Topics for 2019 are: Refugees and Global Migration, The Middle East: Regional Disorder, Nuclear
Negotiations: Back to the Future? The Rise of Populism in Europe, Decoding U.S.-China Trade, Cyber
Conflicts and Geopolitics, The United States and Mexico: Partnership Tested, State of the State Department
and Diplomacy.
If you wish more information about Great Decisions, check out www.greatdecisions.org. For more
information about our group or to sign up, contact the church office (864-882-2505).

Adult Vacation Bible School
Save the date. This year the guest speaker will be Dr. Bob Bryant, Professor at Presbyterian
College. AVBS will be held Sunday, August 4 through Tuesday, August 6 in the Fellowship
Hall. The dinners and sessions will be from 5:30 to 8:00 each evening, and each night a meal
will be provided. There will be a $15 registration fee per person attending to cover some of
the expenses.
(If this fee causes financial strain, please contact Kathy Gerner at 903-3455.)
Please register by July 28th by contacting the church office. Make checks payable to Seneca Presbyterian
Church, and mark AVBS in the memo line. More details will follow.
What a wonderful blessing Adult Vacation Bible School promises to be!
Let your friends and family know. All are welcome to share this wonderful upcoming event!

SAVE THE DATE
Our Brother’s Keeper Golf Tournament
Friday, September 20, 2019
Sign up early since the field fills up quickly.
Registrations are available in the church office.

Pledge Statements – Mailing of quarterly pledge statements is being suspended. Annual
statements (December 31) will continue to be mailed. If you need a quarterly statement mailed to
you, please contact the church office.

Page 8

Presby Press

This is a VERY heartfelt THANK YOU
to my amazing church family for all
the kind words and cards of
condolences on the death of my
dad, Henry Savini. Dian Yanessa

Dear SPC Family,
Once again I want to thank you for your
outpouring of prayers, love, calls and cards.
My most recent emergency surgery and new
diagnosis sent us into a tailspin. However, we
are comforted knowing we remain in your prayers.
Thank you, so very much. Maria Leitner

Join us for an AMAZING week at Mars and Beyond, SPC's Vacation Bible School.
We will have a great time learning exciting Bible stories, playing awesome
games, eating, making neat stuff in crafts, dancing to the music, and meeting
“EP3-20 Robot.” All this happens the week of July 8 – 12, from 9:00 am 'til
noon each day. You won't want to miss this Mars and Beyond adventure!
Please invite your children and grandchildren and the neighborhood kids to discover their strength in God! You can
sign up on our web site sprez.org. See you there!

Café Justo: Delicious Coffee with a Purpose
The first Sunday of each month offers the coffee cart (after the 9 am service and
before the 11 am service) with a variety of coffee for purchase, or order forms to
order your exact coffee preferences. Coffee is $10/1—pound bag! If paying by
check, make it out to SPC and make sure to put “coffee” on the memo line! Hope
to see you on June 2nd!

Thanks to Paul LaRoche
for this beautiful
Coffee Cart.

Café Justo is a grower-owned coffee cooperative based in Chiapas, Mexico. They
market a delicious, organic coffee which is grown, harvested and marketed in the
spirit of justice. The goal is to maintain a sustainable small-scale business that
provides opportunity and incentive to remain on their family lands. Your coffee
purchase has a direct impact on these families allowing them training &
resources for a successful business and living wages.

Make note of the date change and location
Early Service Fellowship Opportunity
We would like to encourage an even stronger bond of fellowship for those attending the 9 am contemporary
service. We would be delighted for others to join us every 2nd Tuesday at Lighthouse for dinner at 5:30 pm.
RESERVATIONS are not necessary. Just tell them when you walk in that you are joining the SPC group and
they will take you to “our table.” For more information, contact Doug and Barbara Click.
(faxforclick@gmail.com).
Mark your calendar for June 11, 2019 at 5:30.
See you there!
Lighthouse 1290 Doug Hollow Road Seneca, SC 29672

Everyone welcome!
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The Well
The Well in April was a great chance for us to get back to our roots and our reason behind
having the Well. We started the night with a great dinner and the chance to socialize amongst
ourselves. We have 5 new clients who had entered into our program in April and it was a great
opportunity for them to meet current clients and strengthen bonds with each other. Right
now, they have been working as a group learning all about how Ripple works and getting in touch with their
coping mechanisms. This has been a great chance for the 5 women to bond, but it’s always great to have
the whole group together as a whole.
After dinner, we split into two groups. The new group of 5 went with our Financial Freedom
Manager Julia to learn about the financial aspect of Ripple and get oriented on all the information they
needed there. Meanwhile, the rest of the clients went with our Spiritual Care Pastor Megan to go through
our normal Well routine of an open conversation. For this Well, you could feel the Holy Spirit in the room
taking over the night. Megan had planned a topic, but she felt so moved with what the clients were talking
about that she ended up leading the group in prayer for the night. She laid hands on clients, and they all
prayed together over one another, asking the Lord to bless each client in whatever way they needed then.
It was such an emotional night, but also such a great way to feel connected to God and to each other. It
helped us remember why we come together to pray and support each other, and how that is a vital aspect
of our Well programming.
Meanwhile, the children had a great time. They love the third Thursday of the
month because it’s the time they get to shop! Quite a few kids have been
diligently saving up. One even told us she has her eye on a bike in the store that
she wanted to put on layaway. It has been such a blessing to be able to have a
store they can physically shop in and watch their wonder. Other than that, they
were able to partake in placing pinwheels out in the yard for Child Abuse
Prevention Month. This was a great activity to talk to them about a serious
subject, while also having an activity for them to channel their energy.

Little Ripplers placing
pinwheels in yard.

~Thank you so much for all that you do for Ripple of One
to enrich our client’s lives~
Rachel and the Ripple staff

We love our community partners! Thank you Seneca Presbyterian
Splash Team for hosting a beautiful luncheon for Beth and for
offering up your love and prayers. We are so blessed by your
support!
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Great big 'THANK YOU' to those who helped pick up food from the post offices to deliver to the food pantry
Saturday, May 11th. Those people were Ken and Lou Schuman, Everett Fuller (son-in-law), Jon and Nancy
Young, Jerry and Bev Crabtree, Mark and Barbara Davenport, Dennis Beebe, Otto Tysland, Chip and DeeDee
White, and Don and Chellye Pomeroy. Thanks to you, almost 12,000 POUNDS of food was delivered to the
pantry!!!!
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Circle 2 meeting is on hiatus through September.
Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177

Circle 6 will be having the last meeting for the summer and will be meeting at Puerto Nuevo in West
Union for their final meeting of the year on Wednesday, June 5th at 6 pm. All women of the church are
invited to join us for this evening of fellowship and laughter! Please RSVP to Bonnie Andruszka at
bandruszka@gmail.com or 864-973-8008 by June 4th, so the table will be big enough for all. Hope to
see you there! Then they will be on hiatus through September.
Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455.

Happy Birthday to Presbyterian Women—Sunday, June 2, 10:00 a.m.
Presbyterian Women’s predecessor organizations began more than 200
years ago when women had no role outside the home. In spite of numerous
societal restrictions, the women’s organizations gained respect, especially
that of missionaries in the field who requested women’s donations and
prayers.
Presbyterian Women continue their life-changing work in the world, now
with more recognition. PW incorporated in 2009, establishing itself as a
publicly—supported integrated auxiliary of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Then in 2016, the General
Assembly added Presbyterian Women to the PC (USA) Organization for Mission as a related corporation.
Each year we celebrate our Birthday with the Birthday Offering.
It gives women a tangible way to celebrate the blessings in their lives and to make a difference in the lives of
women and children.
The 2019 grants will be awarded to:
Disaster Response Team, Effingham Child Development Center, Presbyterian Homes, Services of Kentucky, Inc.,
and Wings of Refuge.
Celebrate with us with a reception in Knohl Hall! You will find a basket at the entrances of the church,
Sunday, June 2nd, if you wish to contribute.

Dee Dee White, Moderator

Sabbath Day Lunches
Thank you to everyone that helped make this another successful month
at the Soup Kitchen.
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Important Dates
DATE

EVENT

LITURGIST 9:00 a.m.

LITURGIST 11:00 a.m.

Lyn Norton

Chuck Kellner

Paul LaRoche

Nan Schwartz

Becky Hetherington

Steve Gibson

June 23

Noel Lehner

Peggy Fouts

June 30

Kelly Holleman

Sally Fortune

Communion
June 2

PW Birthday Celebration
(Knohl Hall 10:00 am)

June 5

Circle 6 All ladies invited

June 9
June 11

Memorial Service for Ruth Davidson

June 12

Days for Girls

June 15

Yard Sale

June 16

Father’s Day

June 22

Just Because Ice Cream Social

Presby Press
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June Birthdays and
*Anniversaries
June 2
Diana Low
June 3
Thomas & Ashley Carlson*
Kenny Hunt
Beti Strobeck
June 4
Harry Hendershot
June 5
Bob Simpson
June 6
Suzanne Peden
June 7
Betty DuBose
Bob & Debbie Simpson*
June 8
Don & Cindi Lesley*
June 10
Tom & Nancy Land*
Matthew & Alicia Rannou*
June 11
Kyle & Emily Cutler*
Jeremy Stanton
James & Merilyn Moss*
June 12
Jerry Bandy
Betty Lehner
June 13
Rick Black
Doug & Barbara Click*
June 14
Barbara Click
Pat Huggins
Ellie Murr
Charlie & Joyce Brickett*

June 15
Brenda DeHay
Bruce Norton
Joan Riley
Kenneth & Bonnie Andruszka*
June 16
Buddy Letson
Matthew Murr
Carolyn Palmer
June 20
Bob Norton
June 21
Rick & Nancy Black*
Warren & Adelaide Carpenter*
June 22
John Hostetler
June 25
Joseph & Katelyn Carlson*
Glen & Holly McPheeters*
June 26
Judy Kellner
June 27
Deb Conway
June 28
Tony Alford
Joan Erdman
June 30
Russell Kelly
Carol Shively
Larry & Susan Goebel*
Lynn & Margaret Trainer*

Memorials and
Honorariums
Henry Savini : Daniel and Sherry Toole
Mary Ann Nuttall: Ann Smith
Meg Shull: Don and Cindi Lesley
Valerie Turner: Jim and June Carroll

Flower Calendar
June 2 — Communion
June 9 — Dodie Benzee is giving a donation
to OPSF in loving memory of Les.
June 16 — Ann Smith is giving a donation to
OPSF in honor of Father’s Day.
June 23 — Don and Norma Liebenberg are
putting flowers in the Sanctuary in honor of
their daughter Kira and Chuck’s silver
wedding anniversary.
June 30— Joan Krech is giving a donation to
OPSF in loving memory of Ed Krech and his
many gifts he shared.

Friend in Faith Quote
for June

HELP!!!!!!!!!! We are still looking for an assistant teacher for VBS.
Please contact Ann Smith, 973-8967, asmith124@att.net if you would
like to join the team and help as an assistant teacher. Thank
you!" (Dates of Children’s VBS are 7/9-7/13).

Page 16

Presby Press

Opportunities For Study
Each of these classes is open to
new participants and welcomes
visitors at any time. Please
consider these opportunities,
choose one that meets your needs
or piques your interest, and then
visit to find out more.

Children's Sunday School

s

atu at 10:00 a.m.
HiSunday
We meet
Oneach
downstairs in the Craft Room. There
will be a snack, a lesson, and an
activity each morning.
Men’s Bible Study

Sara Davis Stribling Class

What: The Present Word

Hiatus
n
O
(Archie Barron Hall)

What: The Present Word

Where: Youth Room

Where: Sara Davis Stribling
Room
s

Hiatu
n
O
Teacher: Pat Harris, Larry Josey

Teacher: Louis Holleman

Contact:

Contact: Louis Holleman, 885-0922

Jane Thomas, 882-1202

Open Door Class

The Koinonia Class

What: The Wired Word

What: Studying the video series

(Topics vary weekly)

Where:HLibrary
iatus

Christianity and World Religions:
Questions We Ask About Other Faiths

Facilitator: Bonnie Andruszka

Where: Koinonia Room

On

Contact: Bonnie Andruszka, 973-8008

Led by: Brenda Thomson
Contact: Dan Toole, 364-4846

Everyone is Welcome
Please join us
Brown Bag and Bible Study (BB&B)
What: Brown Bag and Bible Study
Group (BB&B) meets at
noon each Thursday in
the Sara Davis Stribling
classroom. For more
information, you may
contact Becky Drew at
888-3409.
rebeccadrew@bellsouth.net.

Americans are the most anxious people in
the world. We take the most medication
for it, see doctors to treat it, and spend
fortunes trying to relieve it. How have we
let our fears get the better of us? In his
book, “Anxious for Nothing”, Max Lucado
reflects on the promises of Paul’s great
words in Philippians 4:4-8. It contains an
antidote to anxiety that will help us
develop a mindset of resilience. Our
Thursday BB&B group started our study of
this book on May 16th and all are welcome
to attend. Please order a copy of the book
prior to the first class.
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The Friendship Pads are very important. Please do not
forget to indicate which service you are attending and print
clearly. This helps us in our record-keeping. If you have a
visitor sitting next to you, please help them with the
friendship pad. Thank you!

https://www.sprez.org/home
Or just type Seneca Presbyterian Church and our web site
will come up. When you are on our web site you can see
what is happening, sign-up for pot lucks, check out the
bulletins, read and listen to the sermons. Pay the web site
a visit, play around and see all the things we have to offer.
If your child or grandchild has recently celebrated or
excelled at something, send us a message and a picture
if you have one, so we can brag on them in the Presby
Press. Just call the church office (882-2505) leave us a
note or email Robin at rsmithspc@bellsouth.net.

Session 2019

Moderator: W. Mike Shelton
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport
Administration:
Jerry Fouts, Moderator
Building & Grounds:
Glenn McCants, Moderator
Tim Moon
Christian Education:
Kathy Gerner, Moderator
Fellowship:
Jan Palmer, Moderator
Finance:
Ann Castle, Moderator
Missions/Outreach:
Bonnie Andruszka and Ann Smith,
Co-Moderators
Stewardship:
Lyn Norton, Moderator
Worship:
Nancy Clayton, Moderator
Mark Davenport, Co-Moderator

Deacons
Co-Moderators:
Becky Drew, Donna Absher
Susan Caldwell, Jan Crismore,
Pat Harris, Kelly Holleman,
Carla Honea, Lesley LaRoche,
Chad Laxton, Mark McJunkin,
Lavonne Moon, Diana Owens,
Julie Perkins, Dian Yanessa

Keep Collecting

“Ladies
2019 Calendars, Box Tops
and UPC labels
They can be placed in the church
library.
The
calendars
are
distributed at Our Daily Bread, Our
Daily Rest, “FamilyFriends”, and
OPSF.

Seneca Presbyterian
Church Officers

That
Do
Lunch” gather the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of each month at The
Spot on Ram Cat Alley at 12:00
noon. Everyone is welcome—
come
and
enjoy
good
fellowship and great food!

Trustees
Class of 2019: Bob Norton
Class of 2020: Jerry Crabtree
Class of 2021 Danny Day

SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CORNER OF OAK AND SOUTH 1ST STREET, SENECA, SC
(864) 882-2505 SPREZ.ORG
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Visit us at
www.sprez.org
@ Seneca
Presbyterian Church
Telephone – 864-882-2505

FAX – 864-882-2528

Email – senecachurch@bellsouth.net
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Dr. W. Mike Shelton, Interim Pastor
mikeshelton407@gmail.com
Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate
rwcfrog@bellsouth.net
Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Les and Dr. Cindy Morgan, Missionary
Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse
Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
elombardspc@bellsouth.net

Carla Padgett, Director of Music
carla@carlasart.com
Robin Smith, Church Secretary
rsmithspc@bellsouth.net
Glenda Pitts, Financial Secretary
gpittsspc@outlook.com
James Gaines, Custodian
Jonathan Hoover, Custodian

