
 

How many of you memorized Romans 8:28 in Sunday School? How many of you also memorized the verse 

immediately before it—verse 27? 

I would guess that few of you memorized verse 27, yet the two verses belong together. It is one thing to say 

that “all things work together for good for those who love God and are called according to his purpose”. It is 

quite another to include that “God searches our hearts, and the Spirit of God intercedes for us according to his 

will”. 

The point is: God works for good as a way of interceding for us amidst challenging times. The Spirit of God is 

forever calling us to look for the new thing that God is doing among us. 

In these waning days of the Pandemic, it is easy to perceive changes to our lives over the past year as all bad. It 

is easy to bemoan what will become of our beloved activities and ways of being in the world. It is easy to fear 

what our church will look like after the end of these trying times of virtual only worship. Will everyone return? 

Will the ministry of our church continue—even thrive? 

The Apostle Paul always saw what was happening in the world as an OPPORTUNITY for the growth of the Good 

News of the Gospel. He never said, “Oh well, we have enough disciples now. No need to reach out to the 

Romans. The Church has reached its apex.  The ceiling has been reached.” 

The message of Jesus is to stop and see what God is doing in our midst. A faith that is only historic is a dying 

faith. Faith that is alive looks with anticipation for what God is doing among us through his Spirit. 

One of the great Blessings of the Pandemic for SPC is that it has opened our eyes to see that we cannot assume 

that the future will look like the past. Our faith is real only as it continues to shape and inform our life together 

for the days ahead. Our faith is alive only as it continues to build upon the faithfulness of our foremothers and 

forefathers in the faith. Our faith is vital only as it seeks the intercession of God’s Spirit and looks for where and 

how to spread the Good News of the Gospel. 

At the end of 2020, your Session approved the forming of a “Church Growth Task Force” with the mandate to 

listen to the Spirit in order to increase our outreach to potential members. It is chaired by Dave Hartman and 

includes Donna Absher, Jan Crismore, Everett Fuller, Glenn McCants, Diana Owens, and Julie Perkins as 

members. Please pray for the work of this committee and contact them with your ideas. You will be hearing 

more from them in the months ahead. 

Your Pastor, John 

“27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28We know that all things work together 

for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.” 

       --Romans 8:27-28 
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