
 
 
Good evening Church!         May 12, 2021 
 
I was hoping to be eat barbeque with you tonight at the church, but the rain and cold temperatures rightly 
persuaded the Fellowship Committee to postpone this event until next Wednesday evening, May 19th at 
5:30PM. If you already signed up for this week, no need to sign up again. IF you signed up for the BBQ this 
week and will NOT be able to make it next week, please call the church office--or email Robin Smith--to let us 
know. And IF you were not able to attend this week and WILL be able to attend next week, also please contact 
the church office. We had 80 people sign up for the BBQ today! Let's "play it again Sam' for next Wednesday 
evening. See you then! 
 

Reflection on Psalm 9 
Psalm 9 speaks to the power and justice of God. I find the twentieth verse illuminating these days: 
"Put them in fear, O Lord; let the nations know that they are only human." 
 

The thrust of this section of the 9th Psalm is a prayer that God--not mortals--shall prevail in this world of ours. 
The gist of this particular verse is that we should fear God alone rather than humans because humans are, well 
human! The Psalmist knows the folly in expecting perfection from humans regardless of their position or 
station in our world and lives. The Psalmist reaffirms that God is the only one in whom we can rightly place 
our trust. God, as the Creator of our world, is not bound by the imperfect ways of us humans. 
 

I find this statement of faith refreshing in these days when criticizing human beings and human institutions 
has become as toxic as the pandemic. Not that our leaders and institutions do not need our prayers, help and 
correction. But I cannot help but wonder where the idea came from that we are capable of finding perfect 
leaders--without flaw or blemish--to lead perfect institutions. (Except at SPC of course where I am the perfect 
pastor of course!!) Is it because we have come to expect persons to be as logical as computers? Is it perhaps 
because the electronic media has the ability to find out so much about us that it can dig up something we do 
not like about just about anyone? Is it true that people are just more imperfect and flawed today than they 
were 100 years ago? While I doubt this, who can know for sure? 
 

What I do know is that the Jesus Christ whom we worship is the only person without sin--and he was the Son 
of God. Jesus Christ--whose Ascension we celebrate in the Church tomorrow—is Lord overall and the only 
trustworthy Prince of Peace. If we look to anyone else in our world to set us free from our sin and to release 
us from our fears, we will be disappointed. Why? Because they are only human. Yes, wonderfully human, but 
still human. Yes, humans are capable of marvelous acts of courage, achievement, and service to others. But in 
the end humans they are, well human. They--that is we--will always be flawed by sin--most often the sin of 
self-interest. 
 

So, I encourage you to have faith and to believe in the future. Not because some perfect leader will appear 
among us on the horizon. Or because our institutions--private or public--will finally become perfect in meeting 
our every need in a way that is accountable to everyone. But because the God we worship can be trusted to 
provide a way for us imperfect human beings if we choose to listen. God is still there to lead us to great acts 
of courage, achievement, and service--but not without sacrifice. God will do so not because we are perfect, 
but because we are imperfect human beings who live by faith and not by sight. 
 

Blessings to you all, 
Your Pastor, John 


