
 
 
Good evening Church! 
 

Recently I have been pondering what it means to say that we have been "redeemed" by 
the Lord. I was reminded of my childhood when my mother would take "S&H Green 
Stamps" she had earned from buying groceries to be "redeemed" for gifts at a catalogue 
store. I would help her fill "books" with green stamps so that we would have enough 
"books" to redeem--or trade--for an item we had seen in the catalogue that we wanted. 
 

While redeeming Green Stamps no longer exists today, many persons regularly "redeem" 
coupons for a discount on an item they want to purchase. I do not play the State Lottery, 
but I suspect that when you buy a winning ticket that you go back to the store where you 
bought it to have it "redeemed" for more cash than you paid for it. 
 

Merriam-Webster defines "redeemed" as follows: "to make (something that is bad, 
unpleasant, etc.) better or more acceptable. :to exchange (something, such as a coupon 
or lottery ticket) for money, an award, etc.: to buy back (something, such as a stock or 
bond)." 
 

The whole idea of "redeeming" cheap paper stamps, coupons, or tickets for something of 
much greater value seems like nonsense when you think about it--perhaps even absurd. 
But we KNOW that these seemingly worthless pieces of paper are redeemable for 
something of a much greater value. 
 

And this is what the Bible says God does for us. God "REDEEMS" us. God makes something 
better of us that what we have chosen to be--or think that we are. God goes so far as to 
"buy us back" from the brink of despair and cares for us when we feel that we have lost 
our worth and value to the world. 
 

In the 107th Psalm we read: 
"Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. Let the redeemed 
of the Lord tell their story—those he redeemed from the hand of the foe, those he 
gathered from the lands, from east and west, from north and south. Some wandered 
in desert wastelands, finding no way to a city where they could settle. They were 
hungry and thirsty, and their lives ebbed away. Then they cried out to the Lord in 
their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress." 

 

No matter how lost or distressed we may feel, God sees us as persons of great value and 
chose to redeem us. All God asks of us in return is to tell our story of redemption to others 
that they too may know that they are not worthless but are also of great value. 
 

Thanks be to God that we are "redeemed" by God's love and empowered by the God's 
grace for us in Jesus Christ to share this great news of redemption with others. 
 

Blessings to you all, Your Pastor, John 


