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Each new year 

brings 

May your year be 

us new opportunities to 

know 

Him more, to walk in 

faith 
and grow by His 

grace. 

blessed 
in the Lord. 
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JOHN’S BLOG:  January 2021 

Let me begin by thanking all of you who have reached out to Elizabeth and me upon the 
death of her father, Charles Miller, on Christmas morning. Your text messages, calls and 
emails have buoyed us and sustained us. We are grateful to God that we have been blessed 
to be a part of the SPC family of faith. 
 

Many persons have said that 2020 is a year they will never forget. They long for the New Year to come—and 
with it, new possibilities of hope and healing. They celebrate the work of scientists who have developed 
vaccines to heal us from COVID and pray for the swift and effective distribution of these vaccines. They 
realize that “physical distancing” and “mask wearing” will need to be with us for a little while longer, but 
they relish returning to life as normal again where meeting with family, friends and church members can 
occur without the nagging fears of spreading the virus. 
 
Looking to the future is always a precarious enterprise—and always a bit scary. What will tomorrow bring? 
What will happen in our own lives and back yards as well as in the world around us? Will our nation, for 
example, begin to heal not just from COVID, but from the deep wounds that are dividing our nation and 
keeping us from joining together?  
 
I am reminded of these words from Proverbs 3: 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear 
the Lord, and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your 
bones.” 

 
As we walk into this New Year of 2021, may we be blessed by the God of hope who always comes to the aid 
of those who trust in Him. And may our faith be strong and firm. 
 
Happy New Year! 
John 
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We’d Love to Have You Join Us . . . 
 

To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation. You 
are invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we provide. 
Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an invitation to unite 
with this church. Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's Classes that explore the 
meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian tradition. Those interested in 
membership are encouraged to participate in these classes. If you are interested in 
conversation about membership, do not hesitate to call the church office anytime at 
882-2505. 

Volunteers Needed to Count the Offering 

Count teams of two meet on Monday mornings to count the offering. The time 
commitment is about an hour, once a month. You will work with an experienced 
counter to learn the ropes. Substitute counters are needed, too. If you would like to 
volunteer, please contact Ann Castle at anncastle@charter.net or 864-944-1187. 

The meeting was called to order by the moderator, Reverend John Hartman. Helen 

Kelly served as clerk for the meeting. This meeting was conducted via conference call 

due to the current Covid situation. 

The devotional and prayer were provided by Mark Davenport. 

Thank you letters were received from Habitat for Humanity and Safe Harbor for 

contributions from the church. A request letter has come in from the Law Enforcement 

Chaplaincy of South Carolina requesting consideration. 

We deferred the inclusion on new officers coming in and presenting their Christian 

Pilgrimages. 

New members and losses due to deaths were reviewed. 

A part time position was approved and Jeremy Stanton was also approved to fill it as Assistant to the 

Director of Music. 

A motion was made, and approved, to suspend any funeral/memorial receptions until further notice due to 

COVID 19. 

The 2021 budget was approved by Session. 

Session voted to suspend in person services for 12/20, 12/24, 12/27, 01/03 and 01/10 due to rising COVID 

19 concerns and holiday travels/ visits and self quarantine periods following New Years. Session will meet 

after 01/10 to look at information available in our county and make decisions on future services. 

Chuck Kellner reported on the most recent Presbytery meeting, which was held by Zoom conference. 

The next stated meeting of the Session will be Monday, January 27, 2021 at 5:30 pm. 

Submitted by Mark Davenport 

Window on the Session 

mailto:anncastle@charter.net
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Seneca Presbyterian Sunday School, a political and ethnic conflict has gripped the 

region of Tigray in Ethiopia, where your sponsored child lives. Hundreds of people 

have been killed in the fighting, and hundreds of thousands more are expected to 

flee to Sudan to avoid the conflict. Ethiopia may be on the brink of a civil war. 

Our heart breaks for the people of the Tigray region. We know the God of comfort is with all who are 

suffering during this time of warfare. Would you join us in praying that those affected by this conflict will 

be given the strength to endure in His loving care and protection? 

Also pray for: 

• Peace and comfort for children, families, and World Vision staff affected by the conflict in Tigray 

• Safety for all children and families in Ethiopia 

• Quick and peaceful resolution to the conflict 

We're so grateful to partner with you in prayer. Our work in the field will continue wherever we are able. 
However, the safety of our staff and the children and families we serve remains a top priority. If Alga is 
ever directly affected by this conflict, we'll be in touch with you. Her responses to your letters and emails 
will be slower than usual until this situation improves, and the delivery of packages and Special Gifts will 
take longer for at least the next six months. 

Thank you for faithfully serving as the hands and feet of Jesus to the most vulnerable. 

 

"And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert 
and always keep on praying for all the Lord's people."  —Ephesians 6:18 (NIV)  

Well, when you read this, the year 2020 will definitely be in hindsight 

(at least as far as the calendar shows), and the year 2021 will be upon 

us. 

For each of you, it is my prayer that you are blessed with good health and 

prosperity in the coming days. 

Happy New Year to each and every one of you. 

Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse 

P 
N urse P 
N urse 

Ernie Lombard, RN 
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Christmas 2020 

Sending love and a prayer for Christmas blessings and 

peace to all the saints of Seneca Presbyterian Church. 

May the many challenges of 2020 soon be only memories. 

Please keep each other safe! May joy abound in your 

midst. Phil and Nancy Morris, Roanoke, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. Don and Cindi  Lesley 

41 Evelyn Lane 

Easley SC 29642 

THE CHURCH STAFF 
would like to thank this 
wonderful church family 
for our Christmas bonus. 
We really appreciate your 

generosity. We would like to wish you all a 
very Happy New Year! 

Dear SPC family, I have been so 

overwhelmed with all the cards, 

prayers and gifts, that I have 

received. I never thought that I 

would be thanking everyone in one paragraph, 

for Thanksgiving cards, birthday wishes, prayers, 

support and condolences for my brother and 

Christmas greetings. I wish each of you a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy, 

COVID—free New Year! Blessing, Robin Smith 
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Lions Recycle for Sight 
Eyeglass Recycling – How You Can Help 

In just about any dresser drawer, one can 
find a pair of eyeglasses that are no 
longer being used. That same pair of 
eyeglasses can change another person's 

life. That's why we started the Lions Recycle for Sight 
program. Everyone can help. If you have used 
eyeglasses you no longer need, you can donate them 
now. Lions accept prescription and reading glasses, 
sunglasses and plastic and metal frames. Children's 
glasses are especially needed. The box for donating is in 
the church library. 

Just Coffee-Delicious Coffee with a Purpose 

Coffee will be available in January, but with in-person worship suspended, please 
preorder! We offer Arabica, Arabica Decaf and Robusta in Regular or Dark roast and in 
regular grind, fine grind or whole beans. Coffee is $10 per pound bag. If paying by 
check, make it out to SPC and make sure to put “Coffee” on the memo line. Please 
email or call Bonnie Andruszka- bandruszka@gmail.com or 864-973-8008. If your 
coffee choice is available, it will be available for pickup in the church office, if it needs 
to be ordered, I’ll let you know and have it available as soon as the shipment arrives! 

Café Justo is a grower owned coffee cooperative based in Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure organic coffee 
which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of justice. The goal is to maintain a sustainable small 
scale business that provides opportunity and incentive to remain on their family lands. Your coffee purchase 
has a direct impact on the families allowing them training & resources for a successful business and living 
wages. 

Friend in Faith Quote 

for January 

Annual Report Books for 2019-2020 
are almost ready. They will be on the web site for 
everyone to see. If you want a paper copy, please 

let the church know. 

2019-2020 

The Church Office Will Be 

Closed January 1st for the 

New Year’s Holiday. 

The Church Office Will Be 

Closed January 18th for the 

Martin Luther King Day. 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/how-we-serve/health/sight/eyeglass-recycling.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/how-we-serve/health/sight/eyeglass-recycling.php
mailto:bandruszka@gmail.com
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Would you like to impact a child's life? If so, reach out to us and find out more about our mentorship 
program for our children/youth. 

"Mentors help kids see their future" ~Brian Stemmie Olympian 

We are currently in need of children mentors. If you're interested in making a difference in a child's life, 
please contact us at 864-882-8777. 

Good Afternoon, 

"If you've changed one life, you've changed the world forever." -- Mike Satterfield 

 We just wanted to thank Seneca Presbyterian Church so much for your support throughout the years 
and especially in 2020!! Your contribution, whether your time or your money, ripples into the future for 
generations to come. As a staff, we are overwhelmed and thankful by your generosity and kindness! Sharing 
your church building space with us impacts so many lives, including all of ours. You are helping change the 
world forever one ripple at a time. 

 We wanted to share pictures from our drive-thru Christmas Event with you. What a blast!! Our Oconee 
and Pickens moms and their kiddos were able to play games, grab their presents, have their family pictures 
taken and grab some awesome hot dogs -- from Ms. Carolyn Maddox herself -- all from the comfort of their 
vehicles. Without our community partners like Seneca and Oconee Pres, we wouldn't have the ability to do 
things like this for our participant and graduate families. Thank you again for consistently making Christmas 
magical for all of us here at Ripple of One. Please see pictures from the event attached below. Have a very 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!! 
 

Thank you and God Bless 
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As we enter the winter months, here’s 
a reminder for Sundays with snow. 
Check WYFF for closing information. 
We will post our information at that 
station ONLY. We will also post any 
changes on the website, so you can 
check www.sprez.org. We try to make 
those decisions by Saturday evening, if 
possible. 

Our church has been so blessed and shows it by responding to 

folks who are in need. This year we sponsored 41 DSS 

children. The folks at DSS are so appreciative for what SPC 

does this time of year. You will be pleased to know that all 

children in DSS care have a sponsor; therefore, we know that 

they will have a very good Christmas. In addition to the 41 

children, members of our church donated $1,705.00 that will 

go toward any other needs that the children might have. Also, 

one special SPC Elf purchased 5 beautiful bikes for the 

program. 

It has been a pleasure to work with 

each of you on this endeavor and look 

forward to doing it again in 2021. 

May God continue to bless us and 

may we continue to pass those 

blessings along. 

Jerry Crabtree 

Expression of Gratitude to those Rotating Off: 

Elders: Ann Smith, Bonnie Andruszka 

Deacons: Chad Laxton, Susan Caldwell, 

Jan Crismore, Lesley LaRoche, Diana Owens 

Trustee: Jerry Crabtree 

Congratulations 
to Officers Newly—Elected to 

Serve this Congregation 

Ruling Elders:  Deacons: 

Class of 2023 Class of 2023 

Kathy Gerner Vicki Andy 

Glenn McCants Sally Fortune 

Chad Laxton Sue Anders 

Gary Owens  Liz Laxton 

   Ann Fuller 

Trustee: 

Class of 2023 

Paul LaRoche 
 

Elder (Class of 2021) 

David Hartman 

Elder (Class of 2022) 

Everett Fuller & Chuck Kellner 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

FOR 2021 are now in 

church  office. Your 

envelopes will have 

your name listed on 

them. Please be sure you pick up the correct 

box. If you do not currently have a box of 

envelopes, please contact the church office and 

we will be glad to assign you one. 

http://www.sprez.org
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• Circle 2 meeting is canceled through February. 

Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177. 

• Circle 6 meeting is canceled through February. 

Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455. 

Dates for Sabbath Lunches at Our Daily Kitchen are January 

3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st. We need your help with 

baked goods or if you would like to come and help prepare 

and/or serve those Sundays. Please contact church office or 

Carolyn Maddox at 994-2436. 

Safe way to attend church! 

Thank you to Diana Low 

for the great work! 
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The Builders 

While travelling this past summer, I saw an emergency food pantry 

and thought it would be a good idea to have one in our community 

to help those in need and have it supported by our giving Seneca 

Presbyterian Church family. 

The idea was adopted by the Diaconate, approved by Session, and 

then built by talented and caring people. Paul LaRoche offered to oversee the project. Gregg Meyers met with 

Paul to brainstorm and build the frame for the box. Chuck Arnold brought his talent and tools to Paul’s house 

and they completed the walls, roof, and doors. I had the pleasure of doing the painting and Paul completed the 

pantry by adding the name and hardware. Glenn McCants helped Paul find a good spot on campus which is now 

home to the Shared Blessings Pantry. Paul prepared the area and Gregg Meyers and Chuck Arnold helped him 

install the pantry. 

Now that “Shared Blessings” pantry is set and ready to go, it is time to work on how to keep it filled with 

appropriate goods for our community. On a separate page you will see some suggested ideas and guidelines. I 

have put a sign in the window of the pantry that says, “Bring what you can, Take what you need, Blessings to 

ALL”. If you are comfortable with putting items directly into the pantry and follow the guidelines listed on the 

page of suggested items, please feel free to do so. We are also considering providing a drop-box and dates to 

have food donated by the congregation. This is a work-in-process which I believe takes a village and I am 

delighted that the members of the Diaconate will be caring for the pantry. Thank you for all for the support of 

this mission. Lesley LaRoche, Deacon 2020 

Shared Pantry Guidelines 
 

*Non-perishable shelf-stable foods are needed. 

*Using” best if used by” should be considered as well as expiration date. 

*When adding foods to the cabinet, put newer foods at back of stored foods. 
 

Pantry Food and Supplies Suggestions 
 

Canned goods: 

Applesauce, Soups, Beans, and Vegetables. Meat, Ham, Chicken, Turkey, and Fish 

Pasta Sauces, Chili, Stews etc. 

Peanut Butter 

Dry Foods: (Boxed is best) 

Pasta, Rice, Crackers, Powered Milk, Cereals, Granola Bars, Trail Mix, Dried Fruit etc. 

Baby Food (preferably no glass) 

Diapers, Wipes, Facial Tissue, Toilet Tissue 
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If you happen to come to church via First Street, you have noticed the 

lovely little library outside the educational building door. This is called a 

"Little Free Library", and is actually a part of a global project.  There are 

little libraries everywhere, and we are registered in the website: 

"littlefreelibrary.org". The purpose of this library is to take and/or leave a 

book, no need to return. Our library is the brainstorm of Becky Drew and 

the handiwork of Glen McPheeters. Glen and Holly purchased all the 

supplies and donated the library to the church. We extend gratitude to 

both of you for making possible a great addition to our grounds! “Thank 

you for all your help, Glen McPheeters. You made my dream come true!” 

Becky 
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Memorials and Honorariums 
A donation was made by Gary and Ann Castle in memory of Bruce Norton and Frank Anello. 

A donation was made by Mark and Barbara Davenport in memory of Frank Anello. 

A donation was made by Chuck and Judy Kellner in memory of Suzanne Peden. 

A donation was made by Ann Smith in memory of Suzanne Peden and Frank Anello. 

A donation was made by Janey and Chris Turner in memory of Bruce Norton. 

An anonymous donation was made in memory of Suzanne Peden and honor of Janey Turner. 

MAYBE YOU DON'T KNOW....... 
 We are blessed with many new members who may wish to 
provide flowers for the sanctuary on non-communion Sundays, but who 
may not know exactly how to do it. 

 It is very simple. We have a notebook that is kept on the table 
outside of the library. If there is someone you wish to honor or 
remember, this is a lovely way to do so. Just look through the notebook 
and find the blank spaces and record your name. Robin looks at this 
notebook when she is doing the bulletin, and she will record your name 

and honoree in the bulletin that week. 

 The next step is to make a note on your calendar and make arrangements for flowers on that Sunday 
you have chosen. Some of you may even grow your own flowers. Those are always special. If you do not 
grow your own flowers, you may contact your own florist, but please make sure that they know how to get 
the flowers to the church. If they are not familiar with our church, ask them to call Robin and make plans or 
you can use the church florist which is Heartwarmers at 882-9481. 

 Now! You may choose to not supply flowers, but you want to make a monetary contribution to the 
church. This is completely acceptable. You still need to sign up, but you need to make a note that you are 
not supplying flowers, but that you are making a contribution in your person's honor or memory. Jane 
Thomas chairs this service to our church. If you have any questions, please let her know. (864) 882-1202. 

THOSE PROVIDING FLOWERS FOR THE 

SANCTUARY THIS ADVENT SEASON 
 

Helen Kelly 

Ann Smith 

Ken and Lou Schuman 

In Honor of my family members Jay McLellan, Carol and Eddie 
Irick, Chana and Bobby McLellan, Vivian McLellan and Neta 
Watson, Neil McLellan, Allison and Chad Van Iddekinge and 
family, Caroline and Thomas Lee and family, and Ellen and 

Edward Irick and family.  Given by John McLellan 
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January Birthdays and *Anniversaries 

January 10 

  Melinda Arrington 

  JoAnn Trayers 

January 13 

  John Hartman 

January 14 

  Gary Castle 

January 15 

  Don & Nancy Clayton* 

  David Hartman 

  Scott Gawlik 

January 17 

  Jan Crismore 

January 20 

  Nan Arnold Schwartz 

January 22 

  Sam Holleman 

January 1 

  Charlotte McDonald 

January 2 

  Dan Gryder 

  Amiee & Joanna Redick* 

  Ron Croft 

January 6 

  Judy Porter 

January 7 

  Dennis & Donna Beebe* 

January 8 

  Cokeleigh Long 

  Lee Oelberg 

January 9 

  Bonnie Andruszka 

  Barry & Deb Conway* 

January 24 

  Bob Caswell 

  Joan Krech 

  Mike Shelton 

January 25 

  Jerry Land 

  Cecil Rigby 

January 27 

  Glenn McCants 

January 29 

  Katelyn Carlson 

  Kelly Henninger 

January 30 

  Margaret Campbell 

January 31 

  Lynn Trainer 

February Birthdays and 

*Anniversaries February 1 

  Alan Thomson 

February 2 

  Chet and Janet Palmer* 

February 5 

  Priscilla Byars 

  Ashley Hovencamp 

February 6 

  Elizabeth Long 

February 9 

  Jean Carroll 

  Carol Smith - Knowles 

February 10 

  Chip and Dee Dee White* 

  Nancy Wilson 

February 11 

  Chip White 

February 14 

  Bob and Judy White* 

February 16 

  Larry Goebel 

  Larry and Ann Josey* 

February 19 

  JoAnn Hill 

  Larry Josey 

 February 21 

  Becka Letson 

February 24 

  Doris Rieck 

  Kay Miller 

February 25 

  George Harper 

  Julie Perkins 

February 28 

  Dorothy Jens 
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Deacons 
Moderator: 

Donna Absher 

Sue Anders, Vicki Andy, 

Donna Beebe, Sally Fortune, 

Ann Fuller, Pat Harris, Liz Laxton 

Carolyn Maddox, Luke McPhail, 

Julie Perkins 
 

Trustees 
Class of 2021: Danny Day 

Class of 2022: Louis Holleman 

Class of 2023: Paul LaRoche 

Seneca Presbyterian 

Church Officers 

Session 2021 

Moderator: Dr. John Hartman 
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly 

Treasurer: Barbara Davenport 
 

Administration: 
Jerry Fouts, Moderator 

Gary Owens 
Building & Grounds: 

Glenn McCants, Moderator 
Christian Education: 

Kathy Gerner, Moderator 
Steve Gibson 
Fellowship: 

Chris Paulik, Moderator 
Finance: 

Ann Castle, Moderator 
Missions/Outreach: 

Everett Fuller, Moderator 
Stewardship: 

David Hartman, Moderator 
Worship: 

Mark Davenport, Moderator 
 

Chuck Kellner 
Chad Laxton 

2021 Calendars, Box Tops 

and UPC labels 

They can be placed in the 
church library. The 
calendars are distributed at 
Our Daily Bread, Our Daily 
Rest, “Family Friends”, and 
O.U.M. 

Keep Collecting 

https://www.sprez.org/home 

Or type Seneca Presbyterian Church and our web site will come up. 

When you are on our web site, you can see what is happening, sign up 

for pot lucks, check out the bulletins, read and listen to the sermons. 

Pay the web site a visit, search around and see all the things we have 

to offer. 

If your child or grandchild has recently celebrated or 

excelled at something, send us a message and a picture if 

you have one, so we can brag on them in the Presby 

Press. Just call the church office (882-2505) or leave us a 

note or email Robin at rsmithsprez@gmail.com 

Dear Church Family,  

We want to say thank you so much for the 

cards and prayers. Please keep the prayers 

going for Wayne and Jeff. 

Blessings to you all, 

Wayne and Donna  Montague. 

mailto:rsmithsprez@gmail.com


Visit us at 

www.sprez.org 

             @ Seneca 

Presbyterian Church 

Telephone – 864-882-2505 

Email – senecasprezchurch@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Dr. John Hartman, Pastor 

johnbhartmanii@outlook.com 

Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate 

rwcfrog@bellsouth.net 

Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus 

Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse 

Tuesdays  - 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

elombardspc@gmail.com 

Rosalie Hovencamp, Director of Music 

rosencamp81@hotmail.com 

Jeremy Stanton, Music Assistant  

Robin Smith, Church Secretary 

rsmithsprez@gmail.com 

James Gaines, Custodian 

Christopher Cunningham, Custodian 

Diane Williams, Financial Secretary 

senecapresfinancialsec@gmail.com  

Seneca Presbyterian Church 
Corner of Oak and South 1st Street, Seneca, SC 

(864) 882-2505   sprez.org 

 


