The Presby Press
Happy New Year

January
2019

Each new year

brings
us new opportunities to

know

Him more, to walk in

faith
and grow by His

Grace.
May your year be

blessed

in the Lord

Seneca Presbyterian Church
“The Church for All People, Serving God through Serving Others”
115 West South 1st Street, Seneca, SC 29678
864-882-2505 www.sprez.org
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To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation.
You are invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we
provide. Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an
invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's
Classes that explore the meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian
tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged to participate in these
classes. If you are interested in conversation about membership, do not hesitate to
call the church office at 882-2505 at any time.

A Word from Your Interim Pastor
RESISTING A REST....
I once went 40 days without taking a complete day off and I was proud of it. I have a habit of
“resisting a rest”, delaying breaks, and pushing myself hard. Instead of helping me get ahead, it
actually sets me back. It causes me to pass by things I should notice and rush through moments I
should cherish. All of my hurrying, through all the years, has gotten me nowhere. How much of
your own life have you missed? What have you not noticed? Let me give a text to reconsider.
REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY, KEEP IT HOLY. SIX DAYS YOU SHALL LABOR BUT THE 7 TH
DAY IS A SABBATH; A SPECIAL DAY IN HONOR OF GOD’S RESTING FROM HIS LABOR.
Mind boggling: God rested. He rested, not because he was tired, but because he runs the world and
needs no help running it. The Sabbath Day: “we reduce it to slo down to relax and to trust God”. In Hebrew the
word Sabbath means “betrothed” or to pledge in marriage, the choice to commit myself. In biblical times the
Sabbath was not only a “day”, a 24 hour period to slow down, and refrain from activity. It was also an attitude,
of being more aware of God. It was a time for families to share stories and recall what God had done in the
past. They thought of the years in wilderness when they were totally dependent upon God. When they left the
wilderness and settled in their new home, they forgot God and how much they needed him.
YOU WERE ONCE SLAVES...TASKMASTERS STOOD OVER YOU GIVING
ORDERS, DENYING YOU FREEDOM, BUT GOD SET YOU FREE
That’s our real problem: TASKMASTERS! The Hebrews taskmasters were
external, the Egyptians who stood over them barking out orders, forcing them to
make Pharaoh’s bricks. The “taskmaster” I face is the face I see in the mirror. I am
my own worst enemy. I resist a rest because I keep listening to the lies of a voice
inside me: that I can’t relax till all the work is done. The work is never done. This
was God’s goal: the Sabbath wasn’t a reward for a job well done but a gift, a
“divine stop-work order”. A reminder built into the fabric of the universe, that it is
okay to breathe deep and to know that God is trustworthy.
I have lived most of my life like an ant, living as if the weight of the world
rests on my shoulders. It does not. Can we keep the Sabbath? Can we slow down,
center our lives, and stop living as if God didn’t exist? Yes and Maybe. It won’t
come easy for us ants. We often keep Sabbath only by breaking it or by being
broken. If we don’t learn to slow down and start trusting God, God may have to
slow us down.
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Window on the Session
The Stated Meeting of Session was held December 3rd, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the church
library. The devotional and prayer was offered by Kathy Gerner and the Christ candle
lit.
The Officers-Elect were presented: elders to be installed and/or ordained (class of
2021) are Ann Castle, Jerry Fouts, Lyn Norton and Mark Davenport. Deacons to be
installed and/or ordained (class of 2021) are Donna Absher, Pat Harris, Mark McJunkin,
Julie Perkins, and Kelly Holleman (one-year term). The officers-elect present shared
their faith journeys and a motion to approve them for ordination/installation was
passed. The service will be a combined service on January 6th. Gratitude was
expressed to those rotating off.
The Omnibus motion included minutes of the 10/22/18 stated meeting and diaconate minutes of the
11/5/18 and was approved.
An email motion to all deacons and elders to discontinue the Presbyterian Today subscription was approved.
The Finance Committee reported a shortfall for this financial year. A committee was formed consisting of
Paul LaRoche, Jerry Fouts, and Glenn McCants to address the problem.
Building and Grounds reported on various roof leaks and the Chapter House floor, both of which are being
addressed. Volunteers have signed up to take care of the landscape upkeep. A motion was made to allow
Ripple of One to use Pastors Hall on three occasions and to charge customary costs for this use. The motion
was passed. A motion to permit Charlotte McDonald to use the Chapter House on January 1st passed.
A motion to remove inactive families from the membership roll was approved. There being no new business,
the meeting was adjourned. The next stated meeting will be Monday, January 28th, 2019.
Submitted by Ann Smith

Cafe Justo: Direct Response, Delicious Coffee
Café Justo-New Choice
Sunday, January 6th is your next chance to order and buy your coffee!
We will now have regular ground coffee and a fine ground coffee, in
addition to the whole beans! The coffee cart will be filled with coffee
choices, and there will be an opportunity to order, if your choice isn’t
available! Coffee is $10 per pound! Come and grab a cup to enjoy!

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR
2019 are now in Knohl Hall.
Your envelopes will have your
name listed on them. Please be
sure you pick up the correct box.
If you do not currently have a box of envelopes, please
contact the church office and we will be glad to assign
you one.

Thanks to Paul LaRoche for this
beautiful Coffee Cart.

The Church Office Will
Be Closed December 31
and January 1st for the
New Year’s Holiday.
The Church Office Will
Be Closed January 21st
for the Martin Luther
King Day.
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A very special, “thank you” to the following people
that helped with decorating the Christmas tree in
Knohl Hall and/or the Chrismon tree in the Sanctuary.
We had three gentlemen that put up the Chrismon
tree in the Sanctuary: Glenn McCants, Louis
Holleman and Joey Smith. Thank you for doing a
super job.
We had a wonderful crew that decorated the Christmas tree in
Knohl Hall: Sally Fortune, Sue Anders, Chris Paulik, Dian
Yanessa, Jan Crismore, Lou Schuman and Kathy Gerner.
Beautiful job ladies.
The Chrismon tree in the Sanctuary was beautifully decorated by
the following: Sandy and Tony Alford, Sherry and Dan Toole,
Barbara and Mark Davenport, Jan Crismore, Dian Yanessa,
Jerry Fouts, Diana and Gary Owens (setup the nativity scene in Knohl Hall).
As you can see, it takes a lot of wonderful people to make this all happen with lots of fun
and getting better acquainted with your church family.
On behalf of the Worship Committee, we thank you all so very much. Peggy Fouts
As you look around the church, please note all the beautiful
Christmas decorations such as the wreaths hanging in the
Sanctuary and at the front door, plus the beautiful flowers that
are in various places and in Pastors Hall. We want to say
"Thank You", to Joanna Redick and to Chad and Liz Laxton for
helping to hang the wreaths. Special Thanks to Joanna Redick
who is responsible for all the beautiful flower arrangements.
Just to let you know that Joanna will be leaving us the later
part of December to move closer to her family. We will miss
her and her pleasant smile and all her hard work wherever she was needed. Thank
You and God Bless! Worship Committee

Mrs. Joanna Redick
2121 Lucknow Road
Bishopville, SC 29010
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SAVE THE DATE — SUNDAY, FEB 3 — SOUP-ER BOWL SUNDAY
WHAT—STONE SOUP LUNCH
WHERE—PASTORS HALL
WHEN—NOON
STONE SOUP—A folktale with variations in many cultures around the world
Some travelers come to a village, carrying nothing more than an empty cooking pot. Upon their arrival, the
villagers are unwilling to share any of their food stores with the hungry travelers. Then the travelers go to a
stream and fill the pot with water, drop a large stone in it, and place it over a fire. One of the villagers
becomes curious and asks what they are doing. The travelers answer that they are making "stone soup",
which tastes wonderful and which they would be delighted to share with the villager, although it still needs a
little bit of garnish, which they are missing, to improve the flavor.
The villager, who anticipates enjoying a share of the soup, does not mind parting with a few carrots, so these
are added to the soup. Another villager walks by, inquiring about the pot, and the travelers again mention
their stone soup which has not yet reached its full potential. The villager hands them a little bit of seasoning.
More and more villagers walk by, each adding another ingredient. Finally, the stone (being inedible) is
removed from the pot, and a delicious and nourishing pot of soup is enjoyed by travelers and villagers alike.
Although the travelers have thus tricked the villagers into sharing their food with them, they have
successfully transformed it into a tasty and nutritious meal which they share with the donors.
Watch for details in upcoming Sunday bulletins about how you can participate in this event. How it turns out
will depend on YOU and what you are willing to SHARE….should be delicious!

2018 Christmas for DSS Children Report
Our church has been so blessed and shows it by responding to folks who are in need. This year we
sponsored 51 DSS children.
The folks at DSS are so appreciative for what SPC does this time of year.
This year DSS had the responsibility for providing for 452 children. As you can see we have
adopted 11% of these children plus our church family donated an additional $1075.00 to their
Christmas program.
It has been a pleasure to work with each of you on this endeavor.
May God continue to bless us and may we continue to pass those blessings along.
Jerry Crabtree
Presbyterian Women would like to ask for volunteers to assist with receptions (provide food set-up, and/or
take-down) due to the decline in circle members. Volunteers please fill out the slip below if you are willing to
help the PW. Further information will follow. Thanks PW
————————————————————————————————————————————
Presbyterian Women Volunteer
Name: _________________________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________
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Hello from Health and Wellness
The Health and Wellness team has planned some events to help make your
New Year happier and healthier!
Tai Chi classes will resume on Thursday, January 10th, at 1:30 p.m. in Pastors Hall. If you haven’t come to
any class, this would be a good time to start. Remember Tai Chi is easy to do and one of the most highly
recommended ways to improve balance and stability. In regards to staying healthy, check out the binder
entitled “All About Walking” which has been added to the H&W shelf in the library.
A CPR training session will be held on Saturday, January 12th, at 10:00 a.m. This very important session is
the result of having Kathy Gerner, Elder of Christian Education reaching out to our Parish Nurse on taking
steps to further secure the well-being of our Nursery and Sunday School children. We have also updated and
supplied two first aid kits. One kit will be in the office and the other in the Nursery/School area.
Save the date of Tuesday, January 15th, at 9:30 a.m. to enjoy “Coffee with Ernie”! Ernie is
knowledgeable and compassionate as many know. He is also one the best health resources available and we
are blessed that he is here at SPC and willing to share his knowledge over coffee! This will be a great time to
enjoy good conversation and good coffee. Room to be determined closer to the date.
Thank you for all the support and encouragement we have received by such a caring congregation.
Your participation makes our efforts worthwhile.
Happy New Year from the Health and Wellness Team
If you happen to come to church via First Street, you have noticed the lovely
little library outside the educational building door. This is called a "Little
Free Library", and is actually a part of a global project. There are little
libraries everywhere, and we are registered in the website:
"littlefreelibrary.org". The purpose of this library is to take and/or leave a
book, no need to return. Our library is the brainstorm of Becky Drew and
the handiwork of Glen McPheeters. Glen and Holly purchased all the
supplies and donated the library to the church. We extend gratitude to both
of you for making possible a great addition to our grounds! “Thank you for
all your help, Glen McPheeters. You made my dream come true!” Becky

We will celebrate the Ordination and Installation of new Ruling Elders, Deacons, and a
Trustee at a joint service of worship on Sunday, January 6th at 10:00 a.m. Sunday School will
convene at 9:00 a.m. that morning. There are times of significance when the blessings of
worshipping together as one congregation seem paramount. The Sunday set aside for
ordination and installation is one of them. Come be a part of high, holy, Presbyterian
worship and celebrate the gift of these leaders among us.
As an expression of our thanksgiving to God for our many blessings, our congregation
contributed $1,958.50 to the Thornwell Home for Children as part of the annual
Thornwell Thanksgiving offering! Thank you once again for your generosity! This is
more than a number. Your gifts give year-round support to the children and families
served by Thornwell. It is a life—changing ministry to each child!
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Merry Christmas
2018

Annual Christmas Dinner

SUNDAY CHURCH
I am going to church every Sunday.
For me it’s the best I can do.
I see my friends and neighbors.
I hope they enjoy seeing me, too.
We like listening to the Bible stories;
We love singing hymns all the way through.

We get excited to pass on God’s word.
We still have a good deal of work to do.
We bow our heads together,
For God hears every prayer.
This is on Sunday at church.
We hope to see you there!
CFP 12-18-2018

Make note of the date change and location
Early Service Fellowship Opportunity
We would like to encourage an even stronger bond of fellowship for those attending the 9 am contemporary
service. We would be delighted for others to join us every 2nd Wednesday at Seneca Family Restaurant for
dinner at 5:30 pm. RESERVATIONS are not necessary. Just tell them when you walk in that you are joining the
SPC group and they will take you to “our table.” For more information, contact Doug and Barbara Click
(faxforclick@gmail.com).
Mark your calendar for January 9th at 5:30
See you there!
Seneca Family Restaurant 515 By Pass 123 Seneca, SC 29678

Everyone welcome!
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The Well

November’s Well was an extra special Well for our families, as we had just
gotten back from the retreat. Over November 9-11th, we spent the weekend together in
Asheville, taking time to bond and learn from the incredible guest speakers we had with us. This
experience definitely drew everyone closer, and everyone was buzzing with friendly energy as
we came together over dinner at our November Well. What a special opportunity it was to
solidify our bonds, and continue building our relationships.
After dinner, we all came together to reflect what we experience during the retreat and what
we learned. On the way up to Asheville, we finished our conversations and last chapters of The Traveler's
Gift, which left us free to reflect during our community time. When we came together, we all agreed we had
learned a lot from the Traveler’s Gift, and a lot of people’s conversations were about the most influential
chapter to us. The most popular choice was the chapter about forgiveness.
As for our retreat reflection, a lot of people really enjoyed the guest speakers we had. The first one
was Stacie Thompson, who taught our moms about how to become a confident and successful mother. This
topic really resonated with our moms, who all have their own parenting struggles. The other guest speaker
was Tarra Jackson, who shared with us relatable tips of how to understand your financial style. This was
especially helpful, because people were able to embrace who they were (a spender, saver, etc.) and learn
how to use that personal financial type for good. We finished our conversation talking about all the things we
looked forward to for the next year.
As for the kids, the third Thursday is definitely an exciting time.
In between enjoying time playing together and enjoying their own
community, the kids got to spend their hard earned Ripple Bucks in
the store. We always love seeing what they are saving their money
for, and what big purchases they get to make this month. All of this is
possible, because of the space we get to share, and it is such an
amazing opportunity for us to pour into our families and watch them
grow!
~Thank you so much for all that you do for Ripple of One
to enrich our client’s lives~ Rachel and the Ripple staff

Ripple Clients on their way out to
dinner on the retreat.

During the week of Tuesday, January 1st and Thursday, January 3rd, Ernie Lombard will be away
for vacation. Additionally, on Tuesday, January 8th, he plans to attend the quarterly meeting of
the South Carolina Faith Community Nurses Association. Therefore, there will be no Parish
arish
during that time. He will, however, be available in the church office on Thursday, January
urse 10thNurse
,from 9 a.m. until noon. After that time, normal office hours of 9 a.m. until noon, each
Tuesday, will resume. Please feel free to use this time to call him with a question or concern(s) or drop
by his office for a visit.

Ernie Lombard, RN

P
N

THE CHURCH STAFF would
like to thank this wonderful
church
family
for
our
Christmas bonus. We really
appreciate your generosity.
We would like to wish you all
a very Happy New Year!

As of January 2019: A
gluten free rice wafer,
individually packaged will
be available on the
communion bread tray for
congregation
members
who prefer this option.
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Circle 2 meeting is January 8th, at 10:15 a.m. Join us in the church library.
Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177

Circle 6 meeting is the first Wednesday, January 2nd, at 5:30 p.m. Join us at the Ye’ Ole Sandwich Shop.
Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455.

Tenth Annual SPC Women's Retreat
The Rev. Christi Owen Brown
Our tenth annual retreat will again be held at Asbury Hills Retreat Center in Cleveland, SC on March 15th and 16th 2019. We will
gather in the late afternoon on Friday and spend 24 hours together, then return home, refreshed and renewed, on Saturday afternoon. The cost is $100, which includes overnight accommodations, including bedding and towels, and 3 meals--dinner on
Friday, breakfast and lunch on Saturday. The price also includes an honorarium for our leader, Rev. Christi Brown. If cost is an
issue, partial scholarships are available from PW and from the CE committee. For information about scholarships, please contact
Kathy Gerner, CE moderator.
Please fill out the form below and return to the church with your check for $100 made out to Seneca Presbyterian Church with
"Women's retreat" on the memo line. Registration is limited to 27 women, with preference to women in Seneca Presbyterian
Church. Registration will be opened to those outside SPC if spaces are unfilled after February 1.
Please indicate which cabin you prefer. Batson is larger and closer to the Dining Hall. Creekside is smaller and a little bit farther
to the Dining Hall. All rooms offer individual beds and a private bath. There is a single room available (in Creekside), 4 rooms
that sleep 3 people, and the others are doubles. If you have roommate preferences, please also indicate that.
Contact Brenda Thomson at 864-723-9031 or abthomson@charter.net if you need additional information or have any questions.
Name_____________________________________________________________
E-mail address______________________________________________________
Lodge preference:

Batson________________ Creekside________________

Room preference:

Single_________ Double__________ Triple__________
Roommate(s)_____________________________________________
The single room will be reserved on a first come, first served basis. Additional requests for
single rooms may be accommodated if all double rooms are not filled.

Interested in carpooling: Willing to drive___________ Want a ride____________
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January Birthdays and
*Anniversaries
January 1
Charlotte McDonald
January 2
Dan Gryder
Amiee & Joanna Redick*
January 5
Carol Kisker
January 6
Judy Porter
January 7
Dennis & Donna Beebe*
January 8
Cokeleigh Long
Lee Oelberg
January 9
Bonnie Andruszka
Barry & Deb Conway*
January 10

January 22
Sam Holleman
Tracie Sims
January 24
Bob Caswell
Mike Shelton
January 25
Jerry Land
Cecil Rigby
January 27
January 29
Katelyn Carlson
January 30
Margaret Campbell
January 31
Walter Daniel
Don Owen
Lynn Trainer

January 15
Don & Nancy Clayton*
David Hartman
January 17
Jan Crismore
January 20
Nan Arnold Schwartz

January 13 —
January 20 —
January 27 —

Memorials
And
Honorariums

Glenn McCants

Florence Goehle
Gary Castle

January 6 — Communion

Joan Krech

Melinda Arrington
January 14

Flower Calendar

Margie Creel: Fynn & Brenda DeHay
Dot Findley: Hershel & Peggy Fitzgerald
Calvin Reinking: Pep & Sarah Seale
A gift was given to the church in honor of
Mrs. Janey Turner by Harriett Dean
McNeal.

Friend in Faith Quote
for January
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Opportunities For Study
Each of these classes is open to
new participants and welcomes
visitors at any time. Please
consider these opportunities,
choose one that meets your needs
or piques your interest, and then
visit to find out more.

Children's Sunday School
We meet each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
downstairs in the Craft Room. There
will be a snack, a lesson, and an
activity each morning.
Men’s Bible Study
What: The Present Word

Sara Davis Stribling Class

Where: Youth Room

What: The Present Word

(Archie Barron Hall)

Where: Sara Davis Stribling Room
Teacher:

Pat Harris, Larry Josey

Contact:

Jane Thomas, 882-1202

Teachers: Louis Holleman
Contact: Louis Holleman, 885-0922
The Koinonia Class

Open Door Class
What: The Wired Word

What: Studying the video series

(Topics vary weekly)

The History of Christian Theology

Where: Library

Where: Koinonia Room

Facilitator: Brenda Thomson

Led by: Brenda Thomson

Contact: Bonnie Andruszka, 973-8008

Everyone is Welcome
Please join us
Brown Bag and Bible Study (BB&B)
What: Brown Bag and Bible Study Group
(BB&B) meets at noon each
Thursday in the Sara Davis
Stribling
classroom.
“Beautiful Outlaw by John
Eldredge will begin January
10th. For more information,
you may contact Becky Drew at 888-3409.
rebeccadrew@bellsouth.net.

Contact: Dan Toole, 364-4846

The Beautiful Outlaw
There is no way to know
Jesus
without
knowing
his
personality. Reading his story
without knowing his personality is
like watching television with the
sound turned off. But when we
discover his true character,
suddenly all of Jesus’ remarkable
qualities burst forth with color and
brilliance like fireworks. Come join
our Thursday Bible Study Group as
we read John Eldredge’s book
“THE BEAUTIFUL OUTLAW” where
we are invited to discover the
Jesus we never knew.
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Seneca Presbyterian
Church Officers
Session 2019
Welcome a new addition to Chuck and Judy
Kellner’s family, a grandson Jaden Charles.
He was born December 8, 2018 weighing in
at 7lbs. 2ozs. The parents are doing great.

News from the SPC Knitters: “Thanks so much for the
cute Peace Pals the Knitting Club recently sent. The
Peace Pals will be loved by the recipients. We are
grateful for all you do for Knitting 4 Peace. We couldn't
do this work without you!”
The 2019 Flower Calendar notebook is located on the table across from
the church office. If you would like to provide flowers for the sanctuary
during 2019, please sign on the chosen date. Please remember, instead
of fresh flowers you can make a donation to your favorite fund or
charity. If you make any changes in the book, please let the office know
about it.
As we enter the winter months, here’s a reminder for
Sundays with snow. Check WYFF for closing information.
We will post our information at that station ONLY. We
will also post any changes on the web site, so you can
check www.sprez.org. We try to make those decisions by
Saturday evening, if possible. And let’s be grateful for the
faithful volunteers who will shovel snow and clear
pathways at the church for the rest of us!

Keep Collecting

2019 Calendars, Box Tops
and UPC labels
They can be placed in the church
library.
The
calendars
are
distributed at Our Daily Bread, Our
Daily Rest, “FamilyFriends”, and
OPSF.

“Ladies That Do
Lunch” gather
the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of each month at The
Spot on Ram Cat Alley at 12:00
noon. Everyone is welcome—
come and
e n j o y
g o o d
fellowship
and great
food!

Moderator: W. Mike Shelton
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport
Administration:
Jerry Fouts, Moderator
Building & Grounds:
Glenn McCants, Moderator
Tim Moon
Christian Education:
Kathy Gerner, Moderator
Fellowship:
Jan Palmer, Moderator
Finance:
Ann Castle, Moderator
Missions/Outreach:
Bonnie Andruszka and Ann Smith,
Co-Moderators
Stewardship:
Lyn Norton, Moderator
Worship:
Nancy Clayton, Moderator
Mark Davenport, Co-Moderator

Deacons
Co-Moderators:
Becky Drew, Dian Yanessa
Donna Absher, Susan Caldwell,
Jan Crismore, Pat Harris,
Kelly Holleman,
Carla Honea, Lesley LaRoche,
Chad Laxton, Mark McJunkin,
Lavonne Moon,
Diana Owens, Julie Perkins

Trustees
Class of 2019: Bob Norton
Class of 2020: Jerry Crabtree
Class of 2021 Danny Day

Non-Profit Organization
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SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Seneca, SC 29678

CORNER OF OAK AND SOUTH 1ST STREET, SENECA, SC
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Permit No. 165

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Visit us at
www.sprez.org
@ Seneca
Presbyterian Church
Telephone – 864-882-2505

FAX – 864-882-2528

Email – senecachurch@bellsouth.net
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Dr. W. Mike Shelton, Interim Pastor
mikeshelton407@gmail.com
Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate
rwcfrog@bellsouth.net
Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Les and Dr. Cindy Morgan, Missionary
Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse
Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
elombardspc@bellsouth.net

Carla Padgett, Director of Music
carla@carlasart.com
Robin Smith, Church Secretary
rsmithspc@bellsouth.net
Glenda Pitts, Financial Secretary
gpittsspc@outlook.com
James Gaines, Custodian
Jonathan Hoover, Custodian

