
 

 

 

Good evening Church!                           September 23, 2020 

 

One of the wonderful qualities of this congregation is that you all love to have fun and enjoy a good 

celebration! Today a caravan of about 20 cars with balloons and Happy Birthday greetings drove by the house 

of Jean Reinking to celebrate her 90th birthday. I felt like I was in high school again! All I could tell my wife, 

Elizabeth, after the “drive by celebration” had concluded was that “This church loves to party!” Thanks to 

Judy Kellner, Dian Yanessa and Diana Owens who helped organize this event. Who says that Presbyterians 

are “God’s Frozen Chosen”?! 

 

I cannot help but retell the story of the Baptist minister who preached a sermon on Jesus turning the water 

into wine at the wedding feast as recorded in the second chapter of John. The preacher mentioned during 

his sermon that the literal translation of the word “wine” in Greek was a “fermented” beverage. After the 

sermon, a concerned woman approached him to discuss this matter further with him. She said, “Preacher, I 

have trouble with you claim that Jesus turning the water into “wine”. Could it not be just as possible that 

Jesus the turned the water into grape juice?” The preacher held his ground and responded, “But that is not 

what the text says.” Yielding a bit, but still resistant, the church member replied, “Okay, but I wish Jesus 

hadn’t done that!” 

 

Yes, whether you drink wine or not, sometimes we just need something to celebrate. During these days 

when weddings have been delayed and infant baptism put off because of the pandemic, it is important to 

find ways to creatively celebrate our lives together. 

In Proverbs 17:22 we read, “A cheerful heart is a good medicine, but a downcast spirit dries up the bones.”  

 

I am not suggesting we put our heads in the sand or disregard the sorrows and challenges of the present day. 

Rather I am suggesting that we be creative in looking for ways to find cheer. 

 

What brings joy to YOUR spirit these days? What cheers your heart? Indulge in a few more of these activities 

amidst these times of social distancing. It just may be the medicine your spirit needs. 

 

Your Pastor, John 


