
 

 

 

Good evening church!           10/21/2020 

This continues to be a disjointed time in our personal and communal lives. I am made aware daily that some 

things go on normally in our lives, while others are radically different. For example, our friends and loved ones 

continue to celebrate birthdays and anniversaries. We continue to go to the grocery store. We still cook our 

meals in the kitchen and take out fast food when we want a break from cooking. We take our garbage to the 

curb once a week for pick up. We brush our teeth. We order things online. And we watch sports or our favorite 

Netflix series on TV. So where’s the rub? 

Of course, you know where the rub is. Activities that were once done automatically with little thought given to 

how we would do them, have now become more complicated. We have had to change our normal rituals and 

habits to accommodate the new reality of our daily lives during the pandemic. 

Sometimes the changes are small and rather insignificant, and sometimes they are more dramatic. For example, 

it is a small inconvenience to put on a mask when entering a public place. (What is more difficult for many of us 

is to REMEMBER to take it off once we get home!) Yet when we have had to cancel special trips to visit family 

members celebrating birthdays or postpone long awaited international travel plans, the loss is more painful and 

acute. Worst of all, we worry about when we will be able to engage in these beloved activities again. 

In Luke 12 we read: 

He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or 

about your body, what you will wear. 23For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 
24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet 

God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25And can any of you by worrying 

add a single hour to your span of life? 26If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why 

do you worry about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I 

tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 28But if God so clothes the 

grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will 

he clothe you—you of little faith! 29And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you 

are to drink, and do not keep worrying. 30For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these 

things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these 

things will be given to you as well.” 

What shall we then do? For one, strive to live fully these days as those who are striving for God’s 

kingdom. Two, consider that the challenges of our present day ALSO offer up new possibilities to us 

on how to live. Take a moment and name a GOOD thing that you would never had experienced or 

learned without the pandemic. The Kingdom of God is nearer than we think! 

Your Pastor, John 


