
Good evening Church! 
 

One of the readings from the Lectionary for today, January 20, 2021, is Isaiah 44:24-28: 
 

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, who formed you in the womb: I am the LORD, 
who made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, who by myself spread out 
the earth; who frustrates the omens of liars, and makes fools of diviners; who turns 
back the wise, and makes their knowledge foolish; who confirms the word of his 
servant, and fulfills the prediction of his messengers; who says of Jerusalem, “It shall 
be inhabited,” and of the cities of Judah, “They shall be rebuilt, and I will raise up their 
ruins”; who says to the deep, “Be dry — I will dry up your rivers”; who says of Cyrus, 
“He is my shepherd, and he shall carry out all my purpose”; and who says of 
Jerusalem, “It shall be rebuilt,” and of the temple, “Your foundation shall be laid.” 

 

I particularly like the way the prophet proclaims the majesty of God in ways both grand and 
majestic as well as both humble and small. The Lord who alone stretched out the heavens and 
the earth is also our Redeemer who formed us in our mother's womb. The same Lord who says 
to the deep "Be dry--I will dry up your rivers" also gives humankind great power--so as to rebuild 
Jerusalem and its holy temple. 
 

It is the paradox of faith is it not? We worship the Almighty God, the Creator of all things who 
is our Redeemer. God is so much more than we are, yet at the same time created us "a little 
lower than the angels". In doing so, God empowers us to do great things--to raise up the ruins 
of old cities like Jerusalem and to rebuild His holy temple. Perhaps even, in our day, to bring 
love and justice to a fallen world? 
 

Yet amidst all of our potential for greatness, the prophet reminds us that God knows our 
frailties, our sins and our weaknesses. God "frustrates the omens of liars" just as God "turns 
back the wise and makes their knowledge foolish". The point being that we are forever the 
"created" and not the "Creator". We will never be able to fully transcend our temporal and finite 
lives. Only God can do that for us. 
 

Yet we do not lose heart. Nor do we cease to hope and work tirelessly to build the kingdom of 
God on earth. God has created us to dream dreams and accomplish wondrous things in our life 
times. And God will always complete every work of love and service that brings honor to God's 
name and fulfills God's purpose in our world. 
 

To God be the Glory! 
 

Your Pastor, John 
 


