
Good evening Church! I hope you are well. 
 
In the 25th chapter of Matthew we read the memorable words, "Then they 
also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’45Then he 
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least 
of these, you did not do it to me.’" 
 
Thanks be to God that these words are alive in the Church today--and in the Seneca Presbyterian Church. 
I have had the privilege as your pastor to have a birds eye view of your many acts of giving over the past 
weeks in response to the pandemic and the tornado. From members gathering with others in their 
neighborhood to sew 250 masks for medical providers; or putting in extra duty at the food bank; or 
removing debris from the yards of persons young and old; or meeting with church and community leaders 
to direct resources to those most in need; or making sure that persons whose needs are not covered by 
any other organization know that we will work with them to find a way to help. 
 
And the list could go on and on. We each have had different gifts to offer to help and we have! God is at 
work among us. Thanks be to God. 
 
In closing let me offer these two points of information and a brief announcement: 
 
1. Many of you have asked how our church budget is holding up in this time of virtual worship via 

Facebook Live. Also, some of you have wondered if the church applied for federal payroll loans to 
ensure our church staff continue to be paid through this time of sheltering at home. Let me report to 
you that, because of your continued faithful giving, our church budget is in good shape. The Finance 
Committee recommended to the Session at its last meeting that our church NOT apply for federal 
payroll loans as we wanted these loans to go to small businesses and churches in great need. This is 
a strong testimony to the wise stewardship of the SPC yesterday and today. 

 
2. We have already received over $9000 in contributions to our church's Tornado Relief Fund. Checks 
have come in from current members, former members and others who felt called to support our 
community's recovery efforts. A committee of five persons appointed by the Session met today to discern 
where these funds should be directed. More to come when the distribution decisions are made by the 
Session. We are still welcoming contributions to this fund. 
 
3. Finally, Ernie Lombard, our Parish Nurse, will be my special guest as I go live from the BB&B Classroom 
tomorrow at Noon. Ernie has been very busy talking with members by phone amidst the pandemic and 
in the aftermath of the tornado. Please email me tomorrow morning at johnbhartmanii@outlook.com 
with questions you have for Ernie. Any health and wellness questions are welcome. 
Grace and Peace to you all,   Your Pastor, John 


