
 
 

GOD WON’T FAIL WHEN ALL ELSE DOES 
 
STORY…a British Pastor began his Easter message by asking a Preacher’s question, a question with no reply 
expected. 
PASTOR: DO WE REALLY BELIEVE JESUS ROSE. But he did get a reply, from 12 year old youth, who said. 
YOUTH: ABSOLUTELY. WE SURE DO. 
 

WHAT WE BELIEVE MATTERS 
Paul would’ve fainted if Corinthians were that decisive. They were a tough crowd, skeptical, accepted nothing 
at face value. Just give them the facts. They loved to debate. They’d sit down to have a nice talk about God 
discuss THE IMMORTALITY OF SOUL while sipping fine CORINTHIAN WINE. Did they look gullible? For Paul to 
talk of an EMPTY GRAVE, it was more than they could swallow. 
 
STORY…a young Preacher lead worship at Nursing Home, spent hours preparing, sweated every word. People 
arrived, some hobbled in, others wheeled in. She started speaking then a woman in the far corner starting 
bellowing. 
WOMAN: BLAH! BLAH! BLAH! 
 
That was Corinthians! They thought, “COME ON, PAUL. A DEAD MAN WALKING/TALKING, BLAH, BLAH”. Try 
explaining it to a 12 year-year old. It was too spooky. They weren’t born yesterday. Live in the real world: 
seasons change; death follows life; the resurrection broke every rule in the book. Paul didn’t let them turn it 
into an idle debate. He reminded that their faith was real. If Jesus hadn’t been raised, they were kidding 
themselves. 
 
IF CHRIST HASN’T BEEN RAISED, YOUR FAITH IS FUTILE, YOU REMAIN IN SIN. ADD IT UP: NO RESURRECTION, 
NO CHRISTIANITY, NO NEW TESTAMENT. THERE WOULD BE NO HOPE, NOTHING LIVE/DIE FOR. 
 
If Jesus wasn’t alive, they had no faith. If Easter does nothing else, may it lead you to doubt our doubts! Many 
people, like the Corinthians, still poke fun at Easter. We are denying reality. 
 
STORY...a Pastor in Kentucky began his sermon, "EVERY ONE IN THIS CHURCH IS GOING TO DIE". People 
looked stunned, except 1 man up front who was smiling. Pastor asked…why the smile. 
MAN: I DON’T BELONG TO THIS CHURCH. I'M JUST VISITING MY SISTER FOR THE WEEKEND. 
 
How did Paul handle a tough crowd? Humor? Paul had no sense of humor. Clever rhetoric! He didn’t have the 
words to describe it. What Paul did have was a story, his story, 
I PASS ON TO YOU WHAT I FIRST RECEIVED: THAT CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS, WAS BURIED, ROSE ON 3RD DAY, 
LATER APPEARED TO DISCIPLES, LATER, AS TO ONE UNTIMELY BORN, HE APPEARED TO ME. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SPEAKING FROM THE HEART 
His life spoke more eloquently than a debate. In one BLINDING MOMENT, he discovered Easter: the road to 
Damascus, a vision of RISEN CHRIST, pleading with him to turn his life around. He’d tried to quash Christianity 
but he’d gone from being a KILLER OF CHRISTIANS to a CREATOR OF CHRISTIANS. He wouldn’t be caught dead 
risking his life, starting churches, if Jesus hadn’t been raised. He met Christ, took a leap of faith, didn’t look 
back. He wasn’t making it up, just speaking from his heart. We have some Corinthian doubt in us. It all sounds 
TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE. Many people, like Corinthians, still poke fun at us, HELLO, DEAD MEN DON’T COME 
BACK TO LIFE.  We are here only because Easter is too good not to be true. What death did to Jesus was 
nothing compared to what he did to death: he exposed it as a 98 POUND WEAKLING. Easter must be seen for 
what IT SAYS ABOUT CHRIST than for WHAT IT MEANS FOR US: declaring him alive, sharing his good news. All 
that he said about God, life, death was true. At Easter, God KEPT HIS OWN PROMISES vindicated Jesus’ sinless 
life, validating his mission. 
 
STORY…visiting a man in early Stages of Alzheimer’s, slowly slipping away from his family. He put it this way 
“Every day I wake up to a new world”, Paul tried to explain it to Church in Corinth-that wise, not-easily-
impressed group-who weren’t born yesterday. Paul didn’t witness the VOLCANO OF EASTER, but he felt ITS 
AFTER SHOCKS. Once the HIT MAN trying to stamp out Christianity, Paul’s life changed in one blinding moment 
on the road to Damascus, On the 3rd Day he rose, appeared to his Disciples, then 500 others; later, several 
years later, he appeared to me: as one untimely born, the last of all apostles. It’s my story and I am sticking to 
it. 
 
The very movement he tried to kill, he now put on the map. He went to his death believing that the FIRST 
SMILE he’d see on the OTHER SIDE of GRAVE would belong to Jesus. 
 

THE ULTIMATE FUNERAL 
He smiled. My heart broke. What an image for Easter: waking up in a new world where NOTHING ADDS UP but 
EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE. Today we celebrate "ultimate funeral"-the day death died. The best news the world 
ever got came from a graveyard. The day death lost its sting; death was dethroned, darkness derailed, the devil 
demoted, Jesus vindicated, prophets validated, the soldiers aggravated, the Disciples animated. 
 
We started with the wrong assumption: that DEATH is the END. If this life is all there is, why not grab all the 
gusto we can, cram everything into our years! Easter says: NO! Death is inevitable but it is not THE END. 
Nothing is as we expect it to be. Easter is a wake-up call to rise from our graves here/now. We have new 
marching orders: live life differently, to cherish people more and things less, to redefine what success means, 
grasp God’s purpose for our lives. Millions of lives have changed, missions accomplished, poor fed, sick visited, 
because Jesus was who he said he was. If death is not the end, then everything in life has to change. 
 

TIME FOR US TO RISE 
  Look at the Disciples. This once cowardly group set the world on fire for Christ. Jesus didn’t pop out of the 
grave and tell that there was no risk, be an instant success, live happily ever after. The streets were still 
unsafe, Jerusalem still a powder keg, we live in a violent world. Evil seems to prosper; good appears weak; and 
innocent people suffer unjustly. Easter doesn’t erase Good Friday. It teaches us WHO WE ARE TO BE: we are 
EASTER PEOPLE. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Story...a woman battled her cancer aggressively. One day she caught me after worship, told me that she was 
“cancer free” 
Pastor: That’s wonderful! 
Woman: Yes, wonderful but disconcerting.  
Pastor:  What do you mean? 
Woman: I took the doctor at his word, no chance to survive. I was ready to die. That’s all changed. I may live 
for years. I’ve got to plan to live despite my plans to die 
 

FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST 
Easter is good news but it must be OUR GOOD NEWS. Whether we have 60 days/60 years left, God has plans 
for you. Corinthians did grasp one thing: Paul’s life spoke for itself. They might question his sanity but never 
his sincerity. Apart from Jesus, there was no other explanation for Paul’s life. Christ was so real to him that it 
was as if Jesus stood next to him. He was on THE LOOSE: overcoming doubts, giving hope, forgiving sin. The 
purpose of life: to honor/serve Christ. Paul summed it up "For me to live is Christ and to die is gain”. 
 
Jesus the Christ: the Alpha/Omega, beginning/end; the King of King/Lord of Lords, who emptied himself of his 
glory, set aside his crown; this friend of sinners; defeater of sin/death; whose name is above every name. This 
glorious, limitless, stunning, staggering, majestic, victorious Christ is alive! Maybe you came with LOW 
EXPECTATIONS. How you came to Easter matters a lot less than how you leave it. IF YOU’VE STRUGGLED ALL 
YOUR LIVE TO BELIEVE IN GOD, KNOW THAT HE BELIEVES IN YOU. WHEN ALL ELSE IN YOUR LIFE FAILS, GOD 
WON'T. THE NEXT TIME YOU THINK THAT YOU HAVE NO HOPE, THINK AGAIN. THE NEXT TIME YOU THINK 
THAT SOMETHING/SOMEONE IS HOPELESS, THINK AGAIN THE NEXT TIME YOU THINK WORLD RESTS ON YOUR 
SHOULDERS, THINK AGAIN. GOD SAYS, “I AM IN CHARGE. I GET THE LAST WORD. 
 
This was the story of PAUL’S LIFE. Is it the STORY of your life? 
Quote God is not in the business of granting wishes. God is in the business of raising the dead, not all of whom 
are willing. 
 

WHAT WOULD PAUL SAY TO US 
Are we willing to be raised/changed/used! God has loved you all your life; you wouldn’t be here if not for his 
grace! If Easter were just about his being alive, our going to heaven, it would be enough. Jesus didn’t rise just 
to punch our ticket to heaven, but to change/improve our lives on earth. Easter brings us GOOD NEWS on 
both sides of grave. What Paul would say to the world today. When all else fails, God won’t. When everything 
in the world falls apart, God's promises hold together. God has a long TRACK RECORD of being FAITHFUL even 
when his people aren’t. 
 
STORY…a Sunday school teacher told her 3rd graders about how Jesus was crucified, placed in a tomb, a big 
stone closed it up. There was no way in/out. Wanting to share the excitement of Easter, she asked,  
Teacher: What were Jesus’ first words when he came out of that tomb alive? A hand shot up, a girl stood up, 
extending her arms high in the air, she shouted with excitement. 
Child: I know. Jesus said, “Ta Da!”. 
 
CLOSING…beautiful! TA DA! God couldn’t have said it any better! Somewhere in heaven, that first Easter 
morn, maybe it started as a wry smile, and then broke into full-blown laughter, and then God raised his arms 
and shouted with joy…TA DA!! 


