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Dear Church Family: 

Thank you to everyone who submitted reports for this 2018-2019 annual report. 

Included herein are reports from committee chairmen, PW officers, Sunday School 

teachers, Treasurer Barbara Davenport and trustees. The time frame of this report is 

the fiscal year of July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019. This report would not be possible 

without the many hours Robin Smith spends combining and formatting reports. Thank 

you, Robin! 

Most significant this year, of course, was the time spent with Interim Pastor Rev. W. 

Mike Shelton. "Mike" signed the contract to be our interim on June 6, 2018 after much 

diligence from our Interim Search Committee. We have enjoyed his depth of scripture 

interpretation as it applies to our lives, as well as a great big dose of humor (were all 

those stories true?) which was so enjoyed by all. "Mike's" visits to the homebound and 

sick were very appreciated (humor is the best medicine!), And he always brought a lot 

of insight to the books we discussed at BB&B. We will miss "Mike" and Donna as they 

move on to the next phase of their life, and wish them God Speed! 

Please enjoy the enclosed reports as they seek to give a snapshot view of the many 

activities of this church, both within its walls and in the community, as well as the day-to-

day "inner workings" of the church and its financial health. 

Thank you, again, to all those who took the time to submit reports. 

Ann Smith 
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SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

Year 2019 
 

TRUSTEES 
Jerry Crabtree 

Danny Day 
Bob Norton 

 
CLERK OF SESSION 

Helen Kelly 
 

Treasurer 
Barbara Davenport 

 
SESSION 

Bonnie Andruszka 
Ann Castle 

Nancy Clayton 
Mark Davenport 

Jerry Fouts 
Kathy Gerner 

Glenn McCants 
Tim Moon 
Lyn Norton 
Jan Palmer 
Ann Smith 

 
 

DIACONATE 
Donna Absher – Co - Moderator 
Becky Drew – Co - Moderator 

 
Susan Caldwell 
Jan Crismore 

Pat Harris 
Kelly Holleman 
Carla Honea 

Lesley LaRoche 
Chad Laxton 

Mark McJunkin 
Lavonne Moon 
Diana Owens 
Julie Perkins 

Dian Yanessa 
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SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 
2019 

 

SESSION 
 

Moderator: W. Mike Shelton 
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly 
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport 

 

 Administration    Building & Grounds 
 Jerry Fouts, Moderator Glenn McCants, Moderator 
  Tim Moon 
 
 Christian Education   Fellowship 
 Kathy Gerner, Moderator Jan Palmer, Moderator 
 
 Finance     Mission/Outreach 
 Ann Castle, Moderator Bonnie Andruszka, Co-Moderator 
  Ann Smith, Co-Moderator 
 
 Stewardship     Worship 
 Lyn Norton, Moderator Nancy Clayton, Co-Moderator 
  Mark Davenport, Co-Moderator 
 

DEACONS 

Donna Absher & Becky Drew, Co-Moderators 
 

Susan Caldwell, Jan Crismore, Pat Harris, Kelly Holleman, Carla Honea, Lesley 
LaRoche, Chad Laxton, Mark McJunkin, Lavonne Moon, Diana Owens, Julie Perkins, 
Dian Yanessa 
 

TRUSTEES 

Class of 2019  Class of 2020  Class of 2021 
        Bob Norton       Jerry Crabtree         Danny Day 
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STATISTICAL REPORT 
7/1/2018-6/30/2019 

 
At the beginning of 7/1/2018 we had 319 members 

 
 

We received    by Profession of Faith 0  
by Transfer of Church Letter 8  
by Reaffirmation of Faith 4  
by Affiliate Membership 0  

   
   
   

We lost by       Transfer of Church Letter 11  
by Death 9  
Removed from Church Roll 75  

   
   

Active Membership at the end of 6/30/2019  236 
   

Members Joining in 2018-2019   
   

Steve Gibson 1  
Mary Gibson 1  
Bob Miller 1  
Kay Miller 1  
Chris Paulik 1  
Dennis Paulik 1  
Katie Robinson 1  
Luke McPhail 1  
Bob Hill 1  
JoAnn Hill 1  
Everett Fuller 1  
Ann Fuller 1  
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SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ACRONYMS 

B&G -     Buildings and Grounds OPSF - Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund 
DSS -     Department of Social Services SERRV - Sales Exchange 
M/O -      Mission/Outreach        Refugee Rehabilitation and Vocation 
ODB -     Our Daily Bread VIMM -    Volunteers in Medical Missions 
ODR -     Our Daily Rest  
 

SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

EASTER --- One Great Hour of Sharing 

Since 1949 Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians through One 

Great Hour of Sharing to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the 

world. Your generous gifts to this Special Offering help provide relief to those affected 

by natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and assist in helping to empower the 

poor and oppressed. 

MOTHER'S DAY --- Presbyterian Communities 

The first Mother’s Day Offering to assist with charitable care was taken on May 9, 1954. 

Over the years, this offering has become a tradition in hundreds of congregations across 

the state, and serves as a wonderful way for churches to remember some very special 

members who now call PCSC home! 

 

THANKSGIVING --- Thornwell Children's Home 

Each Thanksgiving we celebrate our blessings by supporting Thornwell. The school 

provides love and a home for children who can no longer live with their biological 

families. There are success stories that remind us how valuable their care is as we 

see them move on to become educated, caring and contributing members of society. 

 

CHRISTMAS --- Joy Gift 

Whether providing financial assistance to current and former church workers and their 

families, or providing opportunities for deserving students to attend Presbyterian-related 

racial ethnic colleges and schools, your generous gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering will 

bring Good News of Great Joy to the poor in circumstance or spirit. 

 

http://www.preshomesc.org/


 

 

 



6 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

During the time frame of July 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018, this committee: 

Worked with the treasurer to complete the Worker's Comp audit. 

Completed the hire process of the interim pastor and ceased the work of the Interim 

Search Committee. 

Worked with the Board of Pensions and Session to obtain a quote for Employee 

Healthcare Insurance. 

Submitted by: 
Jim Kenworthy, Moderator (2018) 

 
 

In January of 2019, the outgoing elder, Jim Kenworthy, and the newly-elected elder met 

and began the transition from 2018 - 2019-20.  Jim reviewed in detail all current and 

past events and actions that were taken and/or were pending during the past year. 

 

In May of 2019, we began the process of updating the various employee job 

descriptions and, in turn, completing an employee evaluation on all employees.  The 

evaluations will be reviewed with each employee. 

 

As in previous years, the 2019-20 budget was reviewed, submitted and approved.  We 

were able to reduce some of our expenses and, at the same time, budget for 

performance increases for the staff. 

 

In June of 2019, with the approval of the Session and Foothills Presbytery, we were 

able to extend the interim pastor contract for Dr. Mike Shelton to August 31, 2019. This 

extension was granted to allow the church pastoral coverage until a permanent 

replacement could be announced by the Nominating Committee and approved by the 

congregation. 

 
Submitted by: 

Jerry Fouts, Moderator (2019) 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
 

During this past year, the following non-routine issues were completed by B&G. All the 

facilities’ thermostats were replaced with Wi-Fi controlled thermostats that can be 

controlled and programmed remotely. This work was paid for with designated funds. 

The large pecan tree on the lot on the corner of Oak and 1st was removed by Athens 

Tree Service. We had a request from the homeowner to remove this tree because she 

felt it had the potential to fall on her garage during inclement weather. Another tree was 

removed next to the road in front of the garden. Jerry Crabtree was able to arrange with 

the city to get this removed at no cost to the church. 

Roof leaks in the Sanctuary and Educational Building were repaired and funded from 

the Emergency Fund. 

We had to replace one HVAC unit in Barron Hall. All other HVAC costs were routine and 

funds to perform this maintenance were dispersed from the general budget while 

replacement cost of the unit in Barron Hall was dispersed from the HVAC Capital Fund. 

We discovered that we had issues with the tile floor in the Chapter House. After meeting 

with the contractor and having an engineering consultant to evaluate the issue of 

improper installation, the contractor refused to take responsibility. This discussion went 

back and forth for several months to no resolve. We decided to do some in - house work 

to help with this issue. Thanks to Jerry Crabtree and Larry Marett for their time spent on 

helping to resolve the problem. 

A Landscape Committee was formed from the following volunteers and specific areas 

assigned to each member for landscape upkeep: 

Jerry Land - Memorial Garden 
George and Betty Strobeck - 1st St side Ed. Building 
Glenn McCants - Barron Hall 
Jan Crismore and Holly McPheeters - Fenced area Ed. Building/Playground 
Chad Laxton - Sanctuary Oak St and 1st 
Shirley Lacy - Chapter House 
 

Building and Grounds Committee members are: 
 

Chuck Kellner, Glenn McCants, Tim Moon, George Strobeck. 
 
 

Submitted by: 
Glenn McCants, Moderator 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

The Christian Education Committee meets the 2nd Tuesday each month at 5:30 p.m. in 

the church library. Those on the committee are: Kathy Gerner, Chair; Bonnie 

Andruszka; Charlotte McDonald; Nancy Ramsey; Brenda Thomson. 

 

Jay Hetherington led a Great Decisions class with 18 in attendance. This course met on 

Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. for eight weeks during the summer. 

 

Our Children’s VBS was under the direction of Ann Smith. Attendance was good and 

the activities kept the children busy. Peanut butter jars were gathered during the week 

and the older children delivered these to the food pantry. 

 

On August 5–7, Peter Hobbie led the Adult VBS with the theme about Immigration: 

Biblical, Policy and Christians Respond. Peter led worship on Sunday, August 5th. We 

began each evening of VBS with a meal followed by our study. Attendance was good 

and the topic was very interesting. 

 

All Adult Sunday School Classes were well - attended. The Sunday School classes 

include: Open Door, Koinonia, Sara Davis Stribling Sunday School Class, and the 

Men’s Class. 

 

The Children’s Sunday School Class was under the direction of Susan Caldwell. 

Teachers are: Ann Smith, Diana Owens, Ashley Carlson, Judy Kellner, Natalie 

Schwartz, Chellye and Don Pomeroy, and Susan Caldwell. 

 

There were two opportunities to attend an Advent Bible Study, “Can Christmas Still 

Change the World”, led by Brenda Thomson. 

 

Our nursery workers are all CPR - certified, thanks to the Health and Wellness 

Committee who provided a CPR Certification Course. There were six attendees. 

 

We are looking forward to a new and exciting year in 2019! 

 

Submitted by: 
Kathy Gerner, Moderator 
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KOINONIA CLASS 

The Koinonia Class is a group of friendly and caring people who share their views, 
beliefs, and observations about their faith in a relaxed, comfortable environment. The 
class meets year-round, and we begin each class with the sharing of prayer concerns 
and praise reports. 
 

The class uses a variety of materials that includes in-depth studies of Christian history, 
lectures and discussions about famous Christian individuals, and other faith-based 
subjects. In the past, we have sponsored special classes during the seasons of Lent 
and Advent. 
 

We feel that Sunday School is an important part of the Sunday morning worship 
experience as it gives us the opportunity to increase our understanding of our Christian 
beliefs and values as we continue our journey of faith. Visitors are always welcome, and 
we would encourage everyone to attend one of the Sunday School Classes at SPC. 
 

Submitted by: 
Dan Toole 

 
 

CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

This year our Children's Sunday School has been blessed with caring and 
knowledgeable teachers who have shared the responsibilities of teaching our precious 
children. Ann Smith, Diana Owens, Judy Kellner, Don and Chellye Pomeroy, Natalie 
Schwartz, Ashley Carlson and Susan Caldwell have used the Sparkhouse Online 
curriculum to bring weekly lessons following the lectionary that covered great Old and 
New Testament stories.  Snacks, songs, prayers, study time and craft activities are part 
of our Sunday morning routine. 

The children also participated in the Thornwell offering, a bake sale held in December to 
raise money for our World Vision child Alga, the Christmas Eve nativity, the Souper 
bowl Sunday offering, a Palm Sunday drama, and decorating cupcakes for our local first 
responders. 

We have a wonderful group of children at SPC and we are looking forward to planning 
creative and appropriate ways to meet the needs of our children from age 3 to 13! 
 

Submitted by: 
Susan Caldwell 
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MEN'S BIBLE CLASS 

The Men's Bible Class has been on hiatus, but hopes to "regroup" in the fall. There is 

$112.37 left in the account. 

Submitted by: 
Johnny McLellan 

 
 
 
 

OPEN DOOR SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
 

The Open Door Class continued to use the Wired Word resources for our class 

discussions this year. We have had discussions on a wide variety of topics from the Use 

of Proof Texts of Bible Passages to the UMC retaining their ban on same sex couples. 

We also discussed the Mosque shooting in NZ and inmates saving a child from a locked 

car to Inuit parents teaching their toddlers without anger or yelling. The variety of topics 

makes for interesting discussions, and the topics always have Bible passages that aid 

the discussion.  

We never know until Thursday what we will be discussing, but the leader chooses 

between two topics and then sends out the background information on their choice, so 

we’re ready to discuss on Sunday morning. We also may join the Koinonia class for 

seasonal discussions, as we did for Advent this year. 

The electronic format and stand-alone lessons have worked well for our group, since 

our busy class members are not always available for every discussion (or the leader is 

out of town). We are still open to reading a book and discussing it, but have not found 

that book recently. We have regular members that attend most weeks and we have 

some that come when they like the specific topic. It is easy to add anyone to the email 

list; just let me know. 

Submitted by: 
Bonnie Andruszka 

 

  



11 

 

SARA DAVIS STRIBLING SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Sara Davis Stribling Sunday School Class meets at 10:00 a.m. from September 

through May between the two worship services. We continue to use the adult students' 

book, The Present Word, led in alternate months by Larry Josey and Pat Harris. 

We have six active members, and contribute to community missions as well as the work 

of the church. 

We extend an invitation to all women to join us for our study of God's word. 

Submitted by: 
Jane Thomas, President 

 

 

 

 

SARA DAVIS STRIBLING SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019 Financial/Attendance Report 

 
 

Contributions/Donations/Expenses: 
 

Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund $850.00  

Cards, stamps, gifts for sick class members, etc. 125.00  

Seneca Presbyterian Church in Memory of Mary Ann Nuttall 
and Ruth Davidson 

100.00  

Marvin’s Kids Christmas Donation 50.00  

Two DSS children sponsored for Christmas 200.00  

   

Total to Church Office from Sunday School Collections 192.00  

Total  $1,517.00 

   

Average Class Attendance-- July 1, 2018 -  June 30, 2019  6 

 

Submitted by: 
Emily Land, Treasurer 

Janey Turner, Secretary 
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BROWN BAG AND BIBLE STUDY 

The Brown Bag and Bible Study Group (BB&B) meets at noon each Thursday in the 

Sara Davis Stribling Classroom. Attendees are welcome to bring their lunch. Rev. Mike 

Shelton led us as we studied the book "Beautiful Outlaw" written by John Eldredge. We 

are now reading Max Lucado's book "Anxious for Nothing". This book has been very 

popular with the entire class. Many of us are looking forward to reading another text 

authored by Rev. Lucado during our free time at home. As we make plans for our next 

book selection, we may elect to return to studying a chosen book from the Bible. Come 

join our class so you can have input into our next area of study. We don't follow a strict 

schedule which allows us to devote the necessary time for questions and debate. 

Currently there are twelve members who participate in our group. We invite you to 

attend and add your prospective to our lively discussions. 

BB&B continues to have the unique experience of being a Splash Team for Ripple of 

One. Recently we had the pleasure of meeting and becoming acquainted with our new 

team member, Beth Arnold. We were so impressed with her work ethic and 

determination. Beth has home - schooled her six children who have such varied 

interests. We can't wait to hear more about this family's progress. 

Since we meet throughout the entire year, it is fine if you travel and miss a few classes. 

If you keep up with the reading assignments, you fit right in when you return. 

 

Submitted by: 
Becky Drew 
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CONGREGATIONAL NOMINATING 

This year's Nominating Committee consisted of Elder Janet Palmer (moderator), Elder 

Bonnie Andruszka, Deacon Kelly Holleman, and at-large members Dan Toole, Roger 

Low, Peggy Fouts, and Linda Hostetler. 

The committee was charged with two tasks-finding four elders, five deacons and one 

trustee to replace those whose terms would end in January, then finding four people 

willing to serve on the 2019 Nominating Committee as at-large representatives of the 

congregation. 

The committee was pleased to nominate Ann Castle, Mark Davenport, Jerry Fouts, and 

Lyn Norton to the position of elder. Accepting the nomination for deacon were: Donna 

Absher, Pat Harris, Mark McJunkin, and Julie Perkins for three-year terms and Kelly 

Holleman for a one-year term. Danny Day accepted the nomination for the position of 

trustee. 

Accepting the nomination to serve as at-large representatives on the 2019 

Congregational Nominating Committee were Peggy Fouts, Dan Gryder, Jerry Land and 

Jill Marett. 

Submitted by: 
Jan Palmer, Moderator 2018 

 

 

The 2019-2020 SPC Congregational Nominating Committee includes Elder Bonnie 

Andruszka (moderator), Elder Lyn Norton (co-moderator), Deacon Kelly Holleman, and 

the four at-large members: Peggy Fouts, Dan Gryder, Jerry Land and Jill Marett. 

Submitted by: 
Bonnie Andruszka, Moderator 2019 
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FELLOWSHIP 

The first event was our 4th of July Celebration Picnic on July 8th, after the 11:00 a.m. 

service in Pastors Hall. About 50 people enjoyed the decorations, hot dogs with all the 

fixings, picnic “sides” and homemade cakes. 

Our committee assisted with set-up and clean-up for the potluck supper the first evening 

of Adult Bible School on August 5th, then prepared and served lasagna, salad and ice 

cream bars for the following evening’s meal. 

A “Meet and Greet” for Interim Pastor Mike Shelton and his wife Donna was held 

between services on Sunday, August 19, 2018, serving fruit, cookies, cheese, mini 

muffins, coffee and juice, with very good attendance. 

The Outdoor Worship Service at Biggerstaff Retreat Center on Sunday, September 9th, 

was well - attended. We served barbecue, beans, slaw, chips, cakes, lemonade and 

water to 68 people. 

Several potluck suppers were held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. In October, 

Sergeant McGowan of the County Sheriff Department presented a program on Safety 

Today. The Seneca High Madrigal Singers provided the program in November. At the 

May get - together, the program featured Robin Smith demonstrating the navigation 

through the SPC website and also a representative from the Golden Corner Respite 

Care Program, which provides three hours of weekly activities for persons with 

dementia while allowing their caregivers a bit of time away on their own. Because of low 

attendance at the potluck suppers, the committee decided that they will be canceled if 

fewer than 30 sign up. 

The annual Christmas Dinner was held on December 2nd with pork roast provided by 

caterer Pam Headapohl. 

On Super Bowl Sunday (February 3), we sponsored a Stone Soup Lunch following the 

11:00 a.m. worship service. Prior to the event, we received various donated cans of 

soup vegetables and dry ingredients from those planning to attend. That morning, 

chopped onions and celery and some cooked beef were brought in. During church, two 

large pots of soup (minestrone and vegetable beef) were created. Bread, crackers and 

ice cream bars completed the meal. We served about 30 people with comments of “we 

should do this more often”. (Unused cans were taken to the food pantry.) 

Our next event was the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, which included pancakes, 

sausage and mixed fruits; we served 28 people. Our helper pancake - makers were 

Jerry Crabtree, Jerry Fouts, Mark McJunkin, and Dennis Paulik, and the program was 

given by Abby Crooks of “Fostering Faithfully”. 
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We hosted the Ecumenical Lenten Luncheon on April 3rd with our “Old Standard: 

chicken salad”. As always, it was a huge endeavor, but many volunteers that day (and 

the day before) made it go smoothly. Kudos once again to Carolyn Maddox, who does 

the buying and cooks and freezes the chicken ahead of time and who, with the help of 

Nancy Ramsey, also makes the chocolate cakes. We also hosted a reception on 

Wednesday of Holy Week following the worship service, providing cookies and punch. 

Our last event of the FY was the May 15th Reception to honor Jeremy Stanton, who will 

be moving to Texas in June. Breakfast goodies and fruit tray, punch and coffee were 

provided by church members. 

The committee members this year were: Lou Schuman, Jan Crismore, Nancy Ramsey, 

Chris Paulik, Carolyn Maddox and Jan Palmer, Moderator. 

 

Submitted by: 
Jan Palmer, Moderator 
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FINANCE 

When we started the Fiscal Year July I, 2018, our estimated expenses were $55,000 

above our expected income. 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED? 

During the first six months (July1 – December 31), actual income was $3,300 above 
expectation and expenses are approximately $10,000 below expectations. While these 
trends are certainly favorable, if they hold, we will still be spending approximately 
$41,700 more than income received for the fiscal year. This will deplete our cash 
reserves and require Session to reduce expenses so that they are more in line with 
income in the next fiscal year beginning July 31, 2019. 

 
Submitted by: 

Paul LaRoche, Moderator (2018) 
 

The fiscal year 2018/19 has been a challenging one for finance. The original expected 

budget gap was $55,000. However, we started 2019 with YTD Income of $10,051 due 

to contributions being ahead of budget and lower than projected expenses. Throughout 

the remainder of the fiscal year, contributions continued ahead of projections and 

expenses lower, primarily due to having an interim minister. By the close of fiscal year - 

end, the budget gap was completely closed and we have a $41,676 surplus which will 

give a needed cushion for next fiscal year. 

The Stewardship Campaign for 2019/20 finished with projected gains in contributions.  

The budget for 2019/20 has a budget shortfall of about $1,639. Almost all committee 

expenses were frozen. The Session feels that we have enough cash reserve to approve 

this budget. 

Our Balance Sheet continues to be strong. Special funds have been established by the 

Session in anticipation of future expenses relative to capital improvements and other 

emergencies. These special funds are as follows: 

Capital Improvement and Emergency Fund $58,858 

These monies have been put aside to handle one - time expenditures relative to capital 

improvements and emergencies. This year, this fund was used for unexpected tree 

removal, fixing roof leaks, replacing HVAC and installing wireless thermostats. 

HVAC Funds $83,540 

We have many AC units that are over 10 years old which will eventually fail.  These 

monies will ensure their replacement without affecting daily operations. 
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Krech Mission Fund $28,250 The stated purpose of this fund is to provide small 

contributions to local ministries and/or disaster relief as suggested by members of the 

church.  You can read more about this fund in the annual report. 

Other Fund $45,639 

This is the balance of the Krech bequest which has been set aside for future projects 

within SPC or the local community. 

Adams, Byrd, Hamilton and Endowment Funds $676,985 these funds were established 

by members over the years. The income from these funds is distributed as was directed 

by the donors or as the Session directed. You can read more about the individual funds 

in the annual report. 

We are very solid financially. Our challenge going forward is to balance our daily 

expenses with our daily income. 

This concludes our financial report; however, we would be remiss if we did not 

recognize the people within the congregation and staff who contribute countless hours 

in supporting the financial operations of the church. Of primary importance is Treasurer 

Barbara Davenport who spends untold hours maintaining the financial records. Many 

churches do not have someone with this expertise who is willing to contribute the 

required hours and must turn to an outside service at great expense. Our financial 

secretary, Glenda Pitts, is integral to handling our day-to-day financial activity and 

appropriate tracking with great accuracy. Our church secretary, Robin Smith, has 

participated in various cost-cutting measures by reducing mailings (replacing with email 

and access via our website), re-appropriating obsolete supplies and being vigilant in 

finding ways to save money. 

Every Monday, we have a team of counters to ensure that all our contributions are 

properly accounted for and deposited in the bank. They are Noel Lehner, Chuck Kellner, 

Pat Harris, George Strobeck, Wayne Montague, Don Lesley, Dan Gryder and Paul 

LaRoche. Every Sunday someone is in the office signing checks so we can pay our 

bills. They are Bob Norton, Jon Young, Don Lesley and Dan Gryder. 

Last, but not least, there is the Finance Committee. They are Michelle Creel, Dan 

Gryder, Paul LaRoche, Don Lesley, Bob Norton, John Wilson, Jon Young, Ann Castle 

and Treasurer Barbara Davenport. 

 
Submitted by: 

Ann Castle, Moderator (2019) 
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MISSION/OUTREACH 
 

"The Mission/Outreach Committee's purpose is to organize and coordinate, to 

document and publicize, the serving and helping work of SPC in our community and the 

larger world, and to extend a welcome and an invitation to discipleship to the larger 

community of Oconee County." 
 

Regular benevolences in the M/O budget are Unified Funds, Golden Corner Ministries, 

Missionaries, OPSF, Our Daily Rest, PCUSA Theological Fund, Good Sam Fund, Ride 

to Work, and Frontera de Christo. We also support our missionaries in disseminating 

information. In addition, we oversee the collection of four major offerings during the 

year: a fall Thornwell collection ($2,161.21); the Christmas Joy Offering ($ 360.00); One 

Great Hour of Sharing (Easter offering of $2,105); the May Mother's Day Offering 

($570.00). In addition, the Children's Sunday School Class collects donations at the 

sanctuary doors for the Souper Bowl. This year's February 3rd collection totaled 

$1,164.60, with extra donations made to fund eight backpacks ($160 each). All church 

advertising comes out of the M/O budget. 
 

A special on-going project is the work of the Garden Committee, a sub-committee of the 

M/O Committee. A report from "The Little Green Thumbs Garden" follows this report. 

Bonnie Andruszka heads up the sale of "fair-trade coffee plus co-op", Cafe Justo, 

between services to help the Frontera de Christo mission project ($10/bag). Thanks to 

Paul LaRoche for creating the beautiful Coffee Cart. 
 

Many volunteers do the outreach work of this committee the "gophers" have driven 

clients to doctors' appointments, shopping, etc, since September 23, 1996. Most of 

these are community outreach, but the "gophers" are also available for church 

members. From July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019, the "gophers" answered 51 calls for a 

total of 1,340 miles driven. Since its inception, the "gophers" have driven 90,633 miles 

answering 2,059 calls for assistance! This year's "gophers" were Pam Headapohl, Mark 

Davenport, Jan Crismore, Dennis Paulik, Jerry Crabtree and Ann Smith. Birthday cakes 

were delivered for United Way clients in 2018, but this project was discontinued in 2019. 
 

Our church has adopted Monday Route 6 and Tuesday Route 5 for Meals on Wheels. 

"Fifth" Sunday peanut butter collections net over 100 pounds each month for the food 

pantry. 
 

The Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund has recently moved to change their name to 

Oconee United Ministries to be effective following the September 30th "Our Brothers 

Keeper Golf Tournament." From July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019, OPSF assisted 556 

families with $182,881.45. Since its inception in 1982, OPSF has written 21,809 

assistance checks for a total granted of $1,898,180.82!! 
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A group from this committee sends birthday cards to Lakeview Assisted Living 

residents. A new project begun this year involves compiling small packets of coloring 

books, crayons, and a small toy to present to children waiting in the hospital emergency 

room. This project is joined by Life Point Church and the Salvation Army. Items were 

collected for the "Well on Your Way" project for patients discharged from the hospital 

needing certain hygiene items, etc. Bug spray for the homeless and school supplies for 

United Way were collected, and cupcakes delivered to first responders on September 

4th, with the Children's SS Class decorating and delivering them. 
 

The third annual "Our Brothers Keeper Golf Tournament" was held September 15, 

2018, under the guidance of President Noel Lehner, and netted $14,500.00 for OPSF. 
 

Eight members of SPC worked from September 17 - 21 in Keansburg, New Jersey, a 

community still recovering from the effects of Hurricane Sandy. Members of the team 

were Bonnie and Ken Andruszka, Richard and Susan Caldwell, Jan Crismore, Paul 

LaRoche, and Alan and Brenda Thomson. 
 

A Veteran's Day program was held November 11th in Pastors Hall with the topic of 

symbolism in military funerals. Charlie Brickett was in charge and Jan Palmer played 

military hymns; participants were asked to stand when their service branch was 

honored. M/O headed up a collection for James Gaines' church (Brown Tabernacle 

Church) to help repair their ceiling ($1,030.00 was collected). M/O provided cookies and 

hot chocolate for the November 26th Christmas parade. 
 

Volunteers pick up food from grocery stores and others collect bread from a truck at Big 

Lots to take to the food pantry. Many of these same people volunteer at the food pantry 

itself. The Post Office food drive on May 11th, using volunteers from our church with 

their pickup trucks, took 11,347 pounds to the food pantry!! 
 

The 19th annual yard sale was held May 25th with many volunteers helping to move 

tables, sort and price. There was so much inventory left after this sale (church families 

moving) that it was decided and Session approved to have another yard sale June 15th.  

Total proceeds collected from both yard sales were $7,500!!!! (More than ever!) 

Cupcakes were again delivered to first responders on June 2nd, with the Children's 

Sunday School Class decorating them. 
 

This committee is dedicated to the mission work of SPC, and we thank each member 

for their desire to further the teachings of Jesus in our community: Carolyn Maddox, 

Donna Absher, Susan Caldwell, Ellen Hotz, Lucy Murr, Brenda Thomson, Marti Usher, 

Margaret Trainer, Bonnie Andruszka and Ann Smith 
 

 

Submitted by: 

Ann Smith and Bonnie Andruszka, Co-Moderators 
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LITTLE GREEN THUMBS GARDEN 

As we write this report, the “Little Green Thumbs Garden” is going into its third year of 

bringing a hands - on gardening experience to the elementary children of Ripple of One!  

Members of the Garden Committee (Ken and Bonnie Andruska, Judy Whitehead, 

Chellye Pomeroy, Sally Fortune, Robin and Joey Smith, Larry Marett, and Richard and 

Susan Caldwell) meet with the Ripple children a couple of evenings each month while 

their moms attend programs to help them break the cycle of poverty and achieve their 

God-given potential. 
 

The children helped prepare the soil in our three raised beds and planted seeds 

throughout the summer of 2018 and the spring of 2019.  We had a bounty of cherry 

tomatoes, peppers, carrots, beets, radishes, sugar snap peas, lettuce, and spinach!  In 

the fall of 2018, the children (and adults) were surprised to dig up 65 pounds of sweet 

potatoes that had been growing underground all summer. 
 

The sign for the garden was a gift from Larry Marett and it became a masterpiece 

through the talent of Robin Smith’s family! The children added their own special touches 

as well. 
 

Another beautiful addition to the garden came from Sally Fortune and Joey Smith. 

Sally’s generosity of money and Joey’s generosity of time and hard work resulted in six 

lovely garden boxes around the inside fence of the garden, now filled with marigolds 

and zinnias to attract pollinators and perhaps keep away some of the garden pests! 
 

Now as the 2019 summer begins, the children have harvested many pounds of green 

beans and are anticipating a bumper crop of potatoes, tomatoes, watermelon and 

cantaloupe. Maybe some pumpkins too! The children are closely following the new 

family of bluebirds in the garden bird box. 
 

The enthusiasm, smiles and hugs from the Ripple kids adds to our joy of sharing the 

wonders of God’s creation with these precious children. 
 

Submitted by: 
Susan Caldwell 
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PASTORAL NOMINATING 

The Pastor Nominating Committee was elected by the congregation after Nancy Morris 

announced her retirement. Work began in May of 2018. The committee consists of 

Louis Holleman, Michele Creel, Bob Norton, Joan Krech, Don Lesley, Brenda Thomson, 

and Nan Schwartz. 

 

Over the next few months, the committee met with the Foothills Presbytery and 

formulated an MIF, or description of our church.  It was then posted on the Presbyterian, 

USA website from Louisville. Names were then referred to the committee by the 

computer-generated process, as well as Presbytery and personal referrals. 

 

At this time, the committee has reviewed almost 200 prospective pastors. This includes 

reviewing forms, phone interviews, personal interviews, visiting churches, and visits to 

Seneca by prospective candidates. 

 

Please keep the committee and our church in your prayers as the process continues. 

 

Submitted by: 

Louis Holleman, Moderator 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

Pledges for 2018 - 2019 were as follows: 

 $300,592 was pledged on the 84 pledge cards received. 

Pledges for 2019 - 2020 were as follows: 

 $315,364 was pledged on the 80 pledge cards received. 

 

Although there were fewer pledges, the amount pledged increased. These pledges 

enable the Finance Committee to plan for the upcoming year. 

 

Submitted by: 
Lyn Norton, Moderator 
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WORSHIP 

The most important development of the 2018/2019 year for the Worship Committee was 
the hiring of Interim Pastor Reverend Mike Shelton. Our church has been blessed with 
his leadership since his arrival in August, 2019. He is a superb preacher, with a deep 
but also entertaining, weekly message.  

During June and July of 2018, we continued to enjoy an interesting roster of substitute 
pastors, which included Reverend Christi Owen Brown, daughter of this church. During 
July, the Reverend John Hartman, the head chaplain at Greenville Memorial Hospital, 
generously and energetically preached for all four Sundays. Mike began preaching in 
August. 

Committee members 

The current members of the Worship Committee are: Nancy Clayton, moderator, Carla 
Padgett, music director, Reverend Mike Shelton, pastor, Peggy Fouts, Jan Crismore, 
Jane Thomas, Helen Kelly, Mark Davenport, Barbara Davenport (emeritus), and Alicia 
Rannou. Maria Leitner retired earlier this year as our representative from the 9:00 a.m. 
Service, and we will be seeking her replacement. She is missed. 

Each member of this committee contributes in many ways. In addition, several have 
been the moderator previously, and contribute wisdom and experience. Most of all, 
these members represent a variety of perspectives from within the congregation, and 
recommendations of the committee benefit from group discussion. Peggy Fouts has 
been active and excellent in recruiting and training ushers and in scheduling liturgists. 
Jan Crismore heads the Communion team. Jane Thomas is in charge of the flower 
calendar. Barbara Davenport brought knowledge as a financial officer, and kept the 
minutes for a long period. Alicia Rannou coordinates the pulpit coverings with the 
liturgical calendar, and serves as an usher, communion server and liturgist. Helen Kelly 
is a former moderator who is expert and a volunteer in all aspects of the worship 
service. Mark Davenport, our newest member, is the moderator understudy and will 
assume the role in 2020. 

Budget 

At the request of the Session, we reduced the 2018/2019 budget for the Worship 
Committee by approximately $1,000.00 to slightly over $8,000.00. This reduction was to 
assist with closing the gap between the church - wide projected income and expenses 
for the fiscal year. We were able to anticipate that neither pulpit supply, nor substitute 
organist expenses, would be as great at projected. 

For the coming year, we have anticipated a similar expense breakdown, and have 
requested $7,400.00. Our major expenses are instrument maintenance, licensed - use 
copyright materials, sheet music for choirs, and payments for personnel substitutes. 
Ours is not a line item budget, so the funding request is based on spending from 
previous years. However, we have attempted to trim our request as far as possible, 
though we have planned to be able to fund some special seasonal performances. 
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At this time, we have not budgeted for any equipment replacement so unexpected 
equipment failure will need to be addressed as needed. 

Performer manpower 

The greatest challenge for the Worship Committee continues to be insufficient 
performer manpower for both the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services. Our predominantly 
senior and retired members travel frequently, and choir and band attendance are 
impacted. This poses significant challenges for our music director. Though we have 
gained singers in both groups, we have also lost members due to relocation, illness and 
care - giving. Currently, at the 11:00 a.m. service, our chancel choir attendance ranges 
between four and eight. Our band attendance fluctuates between three and seven 
performers.  

The Band 

In June, our guitarist Jeremy Stanton will be moving, leaving us without a lead guitar in 
the 9:00 a.m. band. Anticipating this loss, Music Director Carla Padgett wrote a one-
page statement of the performance issues for the Contemporary Service. This provided 
a number of proposals along with cost estimates for hiring professional musicians. This 
was presented to the Session at the meeting on January 28, 2019. The Worship 
Committee hoped that this document would encourage the Session to evaluate church - 
wide goals for the 9:00 a.m. service and consider how to achieve them. Unfortunately, 
due to the deficit in the budget for the current year, no money was allocated. The 
Session did request that a congregational meeting be held to discuss these problems. 
This has been scheduled for June 9th at 10:00 a.m. between our two services. 

The Choir 

In spite of small numbers, the choir continues to provide weekly anthems. These 
performances are supplemented by occasional solos, guest musicians, instrumental 
accompaniment and seasonal special events. For example, on Sunday, December 16th 
at 11:00 a.m. we presented a Choral Christmas Cantata, “Stars of Glory,” by Tom 
Fettke. Hired musicians provided accompaniment on flute and trumpet for that 
production. 

Bell choir 

Bell choir participation has remained steady with seven ringers who performed once 
during the fall and once during the spring. Additionally, Carla Padgett has begun 
working with our children and will rehearse with them for a summer performance. 

The choir and band will take a summer recess during June and July. During this time, 
anthems will be provided by soloists, small groups and bell quartets. Choir and band 
practice will resume in August. The Worship Committee has recommended that we offer 
a combined service for part of June and all of July, pending Session approval. 

 

 



24 

 

Small accomplishments 

Nametag project 

The Worship Committee oversaw production of new magnetic nametags to replace our 
hanging paper tags. New badge storage racks have been located in the narthex, in 
Knoll Hall and in Pastors Hall. The badges were produced by Ralph’s Trophy Shop, and 
additional badges are readily available. New members will receive nametags when they 
join the church. This has been a very successful project, and members are wearing the 
badges! 

The Communion Committee has been able to provide gluten free Communion wafers at 
each Communion service. This is a small step towards assuring that everyone may 
participate. 

Special Services held during 2018/2019 

Sunday, August 19, 2018, was a combined service at 10:30 a.m. for the annual 
congregational meeting. 

Sunday, September 16, 2018, was the annual Outdoor Service which was held as a 
combined service at 10:30 a.m. at Biggerstaff Retreat Center. Lunch followed in the 
gazebo pavilion. This event was successful, with compliments received for both the 
service and the barbeque. However, as suggested, we have scheduled this event for 
October, 2019, when the temperatures will be cooler, and the sun will be less intense. 

Sunday, October 7, 2018, was World Communion Sunday for which Communion was 
served by intinction at both 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services. We have a tradition at 
this service of presenting “Breads of the World” at the Communion table. Additionally, 
the choir sang the anthem “African Psalm” with drum accompaniment for both services. 
On this occasion, the 9:00 a.m. band and the chancel choir joined forces for a strong 
presentation. 

On Sunday, November 4, 2018, in commemoration of All Saints Day, the names of 
church members who have passed away during the year was read aloud at both 
services. A moment of remembrance was held in the Memorial Garden following the 
11:00 a.m. service. 

On Sunday December 16, 2018, the Christmas Cantata, “Stars of Glory,” by Tom 
Fettke was presented at the 11:00 a.m. service by the chancel choir, with the 
instrumental accompaniment of flute and trumpet. 

On Monday, December 24, 2018, Christmas Eve was celebrated with the 5:00 p.m. 
family service and costumed children’s pageant, and the 8:00 p.m. Candlelight Service 
of Lessons and Carols. Floral arrangements for advent were sponsored by donations, 
with proceeds dedicated to OPSF. 

On Sunday January 6, 2019, a combined service was held for the installation of 
officers. 
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On Wednesday, March 3, at 12:00 noon, SPC hosted the Community Lenten Service 
and lunch. Several members of Carla Padgett’s Pickens Concert choir joined our 
chancel choir in the John Rutter anthem, “The Lord is My Shepherd”. Mike Bridgwood 
accompanied on the oboe. This is a popular annual service and attendance was close 
to 200 people. 
 

On Wednesday, April 17, at 6:00 p.m., SPC hosted the Holy Week service of the 
Oconee Presbyterian churches. Refreshments were served in Knoll Hall following the 
service, which was attended by about 50 people. 
 

On Palm Sunday, April 14, at 11:00 a.m., the SPC Sunday School children performed 
the costumed “Palm Procession” in the Sanctuary. 
 

On Easter Sunday, April 21, there were three worship services: 
Easter Sunrise Service began at 6:45 a.m. and was held outside near the 
Gazebo. Breakfast was served in Pastors Hall following the service. (As they 
have done for 30 years, Beverly and Jerry Crabtree organized and prepared the 
Easter Sunrise Breakfast.) 
Contemporary Service was held at 9:00 a.m. and included Communion by 
intinction. 
Traditional Service was held at 11:00 a.m. and included traditional Communion. 

Attendance at all three services was approximately 200 people. 
 

Future Plans 
 

The current system of scheduling is being reorganized. Beginning in July, volunteers 
from the ushering team will schedule individual months in order to share the scheduling 
burden which is currently done by the moderator. 
 

Events scheduled for the remainder of 2019 include the annual meeting, the bi-annual 
Kirking of the Tartans, the Christmas Cantata, the Children’s Christmas Eve pageant 
and the Christmas Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols. 
 

In January 2020, Nancy Clayton will step down as Moderator of the Worship 
Committee, and Mark Davenport will assume the job. 
 

Submitted by: 
Nancy Clayton, Moderator 
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THE DIACONATE 

The mission of the Diaconate is the care and welfare of our members, regular 

attendees, and visitors. This is accomplished through the following programs: 

Young Adults, Friends in Faith, At-Home Communion, Students, Health and Wellness, 

Volunteers, Membership Committee, and Greeting Cards. 

The deacons continue to function successfully with co-moderators.  While we have an 

interim minister, it is especially important to be the "eyes and ears" of the congregation, 

making our interim aware of any needs that he may not know about. It is especially 

important to be welcoming to visitors during this time. 

Submitted by: 
Rebecca Drew, Donna Absher, Co-Moderators 

 
 
 
Young Adults/ Young Family Ministry: Due to scheduling conflicts and illness, the 

Young Adults and Young Families Ministry did not meet from July 1st to December 31, 

2018. 

Submitted by: 

Nan Arnold, Chair (2018) 

 

 

The Young Adults group grilled hamburgers and hotdogs on the church playground on 

May 19th, 2019. Three families enjoyed the fellowship. We were invited to join the 

Health and Wellness bowling event on June 18th. 

 
Submitted by: 

Chad Laxton, Chair (2019) 
 
 

Friends in Faith: The Friends in Faith Committee currently consists of 41 Shepherds. 

As Shepherds of the church, we ‘care’ for the approximately 232 congregates (our 

Friends in Faith). These Shepherds do an amazing job of staying in contact with their 

FIFs through personal greeting cards, phone conversations and visits. Thank you again 

for taking on this privilege and doing it so well. 

 
Submitted by: 

Dian Yanessa, Chair 
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At - Home Communion: In January 2014, we began serving At - Home Communion on 

the 1st Sunday of each month. This is done by teams of currently - serving elders and 

deacons. Each team has one elder and one deacon. The currently - serving officers 

sign up for three opportunities to take Communion to the homes each year. The teams 

take juice and bread from the Communion table on Sunday morning and go out to the 

homes to serve to those who cannot come to church, as well as family and friends that 

may be present at home. The families served have been so grateful to receive the 

greetings of our church, participate in Communion and be connected to our church 

family this way. The elders and deacons always come back feeling that they benefited 

even more! Communion was served to 15 homes from July through December of 2018. 

Susan Caldwell coordinated these visits for 2018. Pat Harris has this responsibility for 

2019. We encourage members to contact Pat or the deacons if you or a Friend in Faith 

desires Communion on the first Sunday of the month. 

 
Submitted by: 

Susan Caldwell, Chair (2018) 
Pat Harris, Chair (2019) 

 
 
Students: A meal and fellowship was enjoyed by the PCA students at Forthill 

Presbyterian Student Center on October 14, 2018. The dinner included barbecue, green 

beans and cole slaw. 

A second meal of barbecue, green beans and cole slaw was provided on April 7th, 2019. 
 

Submitted by: 
Chad Laxton, Chair 

 
 

 
Health and Wellness Annual Report: The Health and Wellness Committee consisting 

of Parish Nurse Ernie Lombard, Secretary Lavonne Moon, Nancy Wilson, Jerry Fouts, 

George Strobeck, Mark McJunkin and Chair Lesley LaRoche worked in 2018-2019 to 

support the duties of the parish nurse and carry out the duties of being responsible for 

the planning and executing of educational and helpful health and wellness programs 

and events for the congregation and local community. 
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Highlights of 2018-2019 

CPR Training: The H&W team felt that having members trained in CPR was important 

and took on the task of providing an opportunity for six members to become certified in 

CPR. A training session and light luncheon was provided and the program was a 

success. Donna Absher, Susan Caldwell, Carol Hartman, Dave Hartman, Chad Laxton 

and Martha Taylor are now certified in CPR. These caring members represent both 

worship services and Martha works in the SPC nursery. 

Tai Chi: The Tai Chi program, with a group of dedicated participants, has met twice a 

month for the past year. The Tai Chi instructor, Bonnie Lamarand, continues to offer 

guidance with moves to improve balance. 

H&W Reading Shelf in Library: Ernie reviews a number of health - related articles that 

are informative and determines if they are appropriate to be added to the binders in the 

library. 

Coffee with Ernie: This on-going event has proven to be very special to many of our 

members. It is truly one of the best opportunities to meet with Parish Nurse Ernie 

Lombard and to discuss any number of health issues. 

Bowling: A new 2019 event has been started by our newest member of the H&W team, 

Deacon Mark McJunkin. Mark works full-time and has been unable to attend our 

meetings. He has, however, shown how one person can make a difference. Mark 

organizes a monthly (third Tuesday) bowling outing. It is fun and provides an excellent 

opportunity for great fellowship as well as exercise. 

Ice Cream Social: The H&W team is preparing for our 2nd Ice Cream Social which will 

be on Saturday, June 22nd. This event was a success last year in that it brought many of 

our members, their family and guests together to enjoy an afternoon of home-made ice 

cream and warm fellowship. 

The Ice Cream Social will be our last function for the fiscal year and the H&W team will 

gather to start planning for our next adventures. 

Please note that the H&W team still meets on the third Tuesday of each month, but now 

at a different time (9:30 a.m.). 

None of these highlights would be successful without the guidance and support of the 

Health and Wellness team members. Secretary Lavonne Moon graciously keeps us on 

track with keeping the minutes. Our Parish Nurse Ernie Lombard is the person who 

keeps us motivated. He is always available to help and support us with great care. 

Submitted by: 
Lesley LaRoche, Chair  
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Volunteers: The function of this committee is to collect and review completed 
"Volunteer Ministries Survey" forms to determine the areas of interest of new members. 
These names are then forwarded to the committee chairs corresponding to their 
interest.  Periodic reviews of all members' areas of interest are completed in an attempt 
to keep our members actively involved. 
 

Submitted by: 
Jan Crismore, Chair (2018) 

 

This committee is always looking for volunteers and would like all SPC members who 
have not previously done so to fill out a Volunteer Information Form letting us know 
where they would like to "plug in" to the life of the church. We are always in need of new 
volunteers. Committee members are Donna Absher and Kelly Holleman. 
 

Submitted by: 
Donna Absher, Chair (2019) 

 

Membership Committee: On July 22nd of 2018, seven new members were received 

into the church: Steve and Mary Gibson; Bob and Kay Miller; Dennis and Chris Paulik; 

Katie Robinson. Luke McPhail joined the church on July 29th. The new members were 

introduced to the congregation in August. Committee members were Vicki Andy, Carla 

Honea, Becky Hetherington and Diana Owens. 

Submitted by: 
Vicki Andy, Chair (2018) 

 

The Membership Committee has the privilege of welcoming visitors and new members 
to our congregation and inviting them into Christian service. On June 23rd of 2019, we 
welcomed Everett and Ann Fuller and Bob and JoAnn Hill into our membership. 
 

We are tentatively planning a series of informational sessions starting in September for 

those visiting with us who would like to know more out about our church. Such classes 

are strongly recommended, but not required, for those seeking church membership. 

Committee members for 2019 are Diana Owens, Jan Crismore, Carol Hartman, Carla 

Honea, Paul LaRoche, and Nancy Ramsey. 
 

Submitted by: 
Diana Owens, Chair (2019) 

 
 
 

Greeting Cards: Each month at the deacons' meeting, greeting cards are passed 
around for all the deacons to sign. Notes of encouragement and love are added and the 
cards are sent out to 20 - 25 church members who are on the concerns list, in assisted 
living, or are caregivers. These cards are a reminder that the congregation, and 
especially the deacons, are praying for our members. 

Submitted by: 
Susan Caldwell, Chair 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

Presbyterian Women is a church-wide organization with the following stated purposes: 

"Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves: 

 to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study; 

 to support the mission of the church worldwide; 

 to work for justice and peace; 

 to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the 

Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of God's kingdom". 

 

Membership in PW is open to all women of the church. We currently have two circles 

that meet monthly for Bible Study. The circle members contribute financially to the PW 

Council budget as well as to their own chosen causes. While these women whose 

participation is ongoing with the circles are our core group, we continue to invite all 

women to participate in any of the activities that we sponsor. We appreciate and 

encourage continued and more involved participation. 

PW determines its own leadership programs, budget and missions. The PW Council 

met four times this year to make plans for women's activities and to plan for financial 

support of various local and national denominational causes. 

 

Officers for PW Association September 2018-June 2019: 

 Moderator: Dee Dee White 

 Secretary/Historian: Ann Smith 

 Treasurer: Brenda Thomson 

 Circle Chairs: Lou Schuman and Kathy Gerner 

 

Committee Chairs: 

 Social Activities: Carolyn Maddox 

 Together in Service: Donna Montague 

 

Activities by PW 2018-2019: 

 Annual PW Thank Offering: This annual offering supports women, children and 

youth throughout the world. Our congregation supported the mission with us 

through financial contributions. 

 Christmas Workshop, November 3rd in Pastors Hall: Led by Donna Montague. 

Christmas gifts for local assisted living facilities were wrapped and clothing items 

were collected for Helping Hands. A time of fellowship and lunch prepared by 

Carolyn Maddox was enjoyed by all. 
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 New Member Reception, March 31, 2019 in Knoll Hall: PW, along with this 

church congregation, welcomed new members to Seneca Presbyterian Church. 

Refreshments and a time of fellowship were enjoyed between the 9:00 a.m. and 

11:00 a.m. services. 

 10th Annual Women's Retreat, March 15th and 16th at Asbury Hills: Rev. Christie 

Owen Brown led our group in the retreat-themed "Women of the Bible". Thanks 

to Brenda Thomson for planning our retreat. 

 PW Birthday Celebration, June 2, 2019: Refreshments were served between the 

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services, and the congregation joined us in our 

celebration and support of the Birthday Offering. 

 Operation Love is ongoing in providing support and comfort when a member of 

our church family passes away. PW sponsored and organized many receptions 

during this year. 

 SPC Knitters/Crocheters have remained active during this year. Afghans, shawls, 

lap robes, infant hats, teddy bears, sweaters and small blankets are a few of the 

items that were made and delivered to various nursing homes, hospitals and 

organizations this past year. See separate report. 

 

 

I would like to thank the women of PW for their tireless dedication to our goals and 

missions and to this congregation for their support when any need arises. Together, PW 

continues to thrive. 

 

Submitted by: 

Dee Dee White, Moderator 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN TREASURER’S REPORT July 2018-June 2019 
 
 

BANK BALANCE AS OF JULY 1, 2018     $1,636.64 
 

RECEIPTS: 
Circle Pledges 

Circle 2     $267.00 
Circle 6     $572.00 
Congregation    $100.00 

Study Books      $258.00 
Thank Offering     $453.00 
Least Coin      $  38.10 
Birthday Offering     $234.00 
Matured CD      $525.21 
Circle 2      $252.00 
Interest      $    1.26 
 

TOTAL RECEIPTS        $2,700.57 
 

DISBURSEMENTS: 
Mission Contributions 

Foothills Presbyterian Communities $200.00 
Golden Corner Food Bank   $100.00 
OPSF      $200.00 
Our Daily Bread    $  50.00 
Our Daily Rest    $100.00 
Ripple of One    $200.00 
Wilderness Way Girls Camp  $100.00 

Foothills Presbyterian Women 
Support     $  47.75 
Birthday Offering    $239.00 
Least Coin     $  38.10 
Thank Offering    $453.00 

SPC Retreat      $  88.00 
Christmas Workshop    $149.40 
Study Books      $257.70 
Circle 2 

Golden Corner Food Bank   $  95.00 
Thornwell (Berkele Cottage)  $157.00 
 
 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS      $2,474.95 
 

BANK BALANCE AS OF JUNE 30, 2019    $1,862.26 
 
 

Submitted by: 
Brenda Thomson, Treasurer 
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CIRCLE TWO 

Circle Two met on the first Tuesday of the month, September through May at 10:15 a.m. 

in the church library, studying Horizons Bible study “God’s Promise, I am With You”. Pat 

Harris has continued as our talented Bible Study leader. We had eight active members. 

Circle members contributed to Seneca Presbyterian Women, Berkele Cottage at 

Thornwell Children’s Home, Golden Corner Food Pantry’s Brown Bags for Seniors, 

Least Coin, the fall Thank Offering, the spring PW Birthday Celebration and SPC’s Days 

for Girls. 

Due to her health status, long-time member Betty DuBose will move to our "special 

member" list along with Helen Lewis who moved to Foothills Presbyterian Community. 

We gained new member Sue Smith to our circle this year. We lost "special member" 

Mary Ann Nuttall in 2019 and plan a memorial in her memory in September, 2019. 

Circle members participated in the Christmas Workshop, contributed to and assisted 

with the New Member Reception, assisted with the Lenten Luncheon, contributed to the 

Holy Week Reception and participated in the PW Birthday Celebration. 

Our Operation Love responsibilities were the Memorial Reception for Bob Miller in 

February and providing additional foods or assistance for others as necessary. The 

Nuttall family did not have a reception. 

Greeting cards were sent to all, and Christmas treats presented to our local "special 

members". 

We all enjoy this group studying and working together and welcome interested new 
members. 

Submitted by: 
Lou Schuman, Chair 
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CIRCLE TWO 
2018-2019 Treasurer’s Report 

PW Budget Food Pantry Thornwell Thank Offering Least Coin 

October 105 35 40 
  November 92 5 32 8 

 December 30 20 
 

10 
 January 10 25 

   February 15 5 
   March 

     
April 

 
15 85 

  May 15 5 
  

6.10 

      Totals 267 110 157 18 6.10 

      Total Received $558.10                Transferred to PW Treasury 

 
 
 

Sunshine  Operation Love  

7/1/18 balance 89.64 7/1/18 balance 174.80 

Stamps -10.00 Donation 25.00 

Xmas Candy -24.99 Miller expense -38.69 

    6/30/19 Balance 54.70 6/30/19 Balance 161.11 

 
 

 

Submitted by: 
Jan Palmer, Treasurer 
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CIRCLE SIX 

Circle Six meets from September through June, the first Wednesday, 5:30 p.m., at Ye 

Olde Sandwich Shoppe. There are 15 circle members and our attendance numbers 

vary each month due to illness and vacation time. We enjoy our fellowship time and 

Bible Study time together. 

Throughout the year, our circle members participated in Presbyterian Women, the PW 

Birthday Offering, Operation Love and memorial receptions and we have contributed to 

the following organizations: Days for Girls, Fostering Faithfully, Martin's Kids and a 

family in need. We also send out get well, thinking of you, cheer and sympathy cards to 

those in our church family. 

Submitted by: 
Kathy Gerner, Chair 

 

CIRCLE 6 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

 

Opening Balance July 1, 2018      $ 2,617.60 
 
Income 

Member contributions       + 1,332.00 
          $ 3,949.60 
Expense 

Presbyterian Women     $ 557.00 
PW Birthday Offering          50.00 
Oper Love & receptions        291.92 
Days for Girls        100.00 
Fostering Faithfully        100.00 
Gift Cards (family in need)          50.00 
Marvin's Kids        100.00 
Study Books (reimbursed)        176.00 
     $ 1,352.92 

 

Closing balance June 30, 2019     $ 2,596.68 
 

Note:  Balance includes $1,037.75 in our playground fund. 

Submitted by: 
Beverly Crabtree, Treasurer 
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DAYS FOR GIRLS 

 

In March of 2015, a group of women within the SPC PW organization decided to apply 

to Days for Girls International to become a team that would take on the task of sewing 

components for their feminine hygiene kits that are distributed to school girls in Third 

World countries where menstrual protection is either unavailable or unaffordable. 

Without these products, it is not unusual for girls in many areas to miss so much school 

that they lag far behind in their class work and eventually quit school altogether and are 

married off to an older man in their community. Because we believed that every girl has 

the right to be educated and fulfill her potential, we sought to take part in this effort 

along with the many volunteers from many countries that have joined in this global 

effort.  More information about this 501(c)3 non-profit international organization can be 

found at www.daysforgirls.org. 

 

Our activity was funded during the first two years by grants from SPC’s Byrd Fund and 

also by individual donations funneled through PW, for which we were very grateful.  

During the past year we have shared the story about Days for Girls with several area 

women’s groups and have received generous donations as a result.  

 

We continue to meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month from 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. in 

Pastors Hall. Our group of volunteers includes not only women from our church, but 

also women from the Seneca community and from other towns in the area. Our meeting 

reminder list now has the names of 33 women on it - many are still active. We have had 

an average of 15 volunteers at each meeting. We do not assemble nor distribute the 

hygiene kits. We only sew the shields, liners and drawstring bags that are a part of the 

total kit. Since our formation as a team, we have sewn components for more than 1,100 

kits. We send these components to the Atlanta Chapter of Days for Girls, where the kits 

are assembled and made available for distribution in 3rd world schools and now also in 

refugee camps. 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Jan Palmer, Co-Chairman 
 

  

http://www.daysforgirls.org/
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Days for Girls 

 

          EXPENSES               INCOME 

Fabric/thread $1,478.66 Altrusa (Gaffney)         $    100.00 

Postage 252.20 Pickens  1,000.00 

      SPC Circle 6       100.00 

      Individuals               660.25 

Total  $1,730.86  Total             $1,860.25 

 

 

 

Balance 6/30/18        $1,560.97 

Income           1,860.25 

Expenses          -1,730.86 

Balance 6/30/19        $1,690.36 

 

 

 

 

PRODUCTION 

 

Moisture Proof Flannel Drawstring 

      Shields   Liners      Bags 
 

     175  1,200   50  2015 

471    1,376       379  2016 

730    1,715       414  2017 

942    2,787       393  2018  

199    1,883       203  2019 (as of June 15) 

2,517    8,961              1,439 Totals since team formation in March 2015 

 

 

Co – Leaders: Jan Palmer 

Beverly Crabtree 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S MISSION PROJECT 

 

SPC Knitters continues to grow to be a true inter-denominational outreach mission in 
our community and beyond. Cozy items this year went to: 
 

 The International Seafarers Ministry of Charleston, SC(hats & scarves) 

 Our Daily Rest (blankets to homeless) 

 Lila Doyle Nursing Home (afghans) 

 Oconee Rehabilitation Center(lap robes) 

 Lake View Assisted Living (afghans) 

 Foothills Nursing Home (shawls) 

 Oconee Memorial Hospital (baby hats) 

 Fort Bragg Armed Services YMCA Baby Bundles Shower — baby items This PW 
mission touches lives far beyond the borders of Oconee County and reaches 
sailors from over 75 nations! 

 
A special thanks to the Krech Fund for their financial support of this mission.  We are 
most appreciative! Thanks to all who contribute to this SPC Mission Project. 

 
SPC Knitters once again created between 400 - 500 wonderful pieces. 
 
Thanks to all who contribute and support our program. 
 

Submitted by: 
Donna Montague and Sue Crerar, Co-chairs 
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CONTRIBUTION ANALYSIS 
 

07/01/2017 – 06/30/2018 VS. 07/01/2018 – 06/30/2019 

July 2017 – June 2018  July 2018 – June 2019 
 

July 2017 $ 46,701.77 July 2018 $ 44,580.27 

August 2017 26,896.25 August 2018 23,395.61 

September 2017 25,749.50 September 2018 31,886.36 

October 2017 46,481.72 October 2018 31,655.27 

November 2017 29,099.25 November 2018 29,979.25 

December 2017 49,009.73 December 2018 29,777.62 

January 2018 42,031.09 January 2019 30,368.24 

February 2018 26,203.00 February 2019 38,169.23 

March 2018 28,885.58 March 2019 38,519.91 

April 2018 25,485.05 April 2019 31,103.13 

May 2018 30,260.00 May 2019 37,269.68 

June 2018 20,074.00 June 2019 30,097.73 

 $396,876.94  $396,801.73 

 
 

Submitted by: 
Barbara Davenport, Treasurer 
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BYRD FUND 

The Byrd Fund was established in 1984 with proceeds from the estates of J. L. and 
Vivian Byrd who were long - time faithful members of the Seneca Presbyterian Church. 
Mr. Byrd served the church as a deacon, elder and trustee; Mrs. Byrd was an active 
member of the Women of the Church. Their wills directed that their estates be divided 
equally between the Seneca Presbyterian Church, Thornwell Home for Children and the 
Presbyterian Home in Summerville, SC. The Byrds spent their declining years as 
residents of the Presbyterian Home in Summerville and they made other substantial 
contributions to the home while living there. 

Seneca Presbyterian Church received approximately $255,000 under the terms of the 
will. 

There was a great deal of concern among members of the Session upon the receipt of 

the gift as to what impact such a large gift would have on the stewardship of the 

membership if the funds were placed in the general operating account of the church. As 

a result, the following regulations were formulated: 

1. The gift from the Byrd estates will be invested in such a manner as to provide the 
best return possible. The type of investment shall be determined by the trustees. 
The corpus of this fund should not be invaded at any time. 

 

2. The annual earnings from this investment shall be divided in three ways: 
 

 A minimum of 50% of the annual earnings shall be devoted to expanding the 
primary mission of the church, both locally and world-wide. A committee, 
appointed annually, composed of the Clerk of the Session, Moderator of 
Presbyterian Women, Chairman of the Board of Deacons, the Minister, and a 
representative of the youth selected by the other members of the committee, will 
recommend to the Session the beneficiaries of this portion of the earnings. In 
addition, this portion of the earnings will be given in the name of Joe and Vivian 
Byrd. 

 A minimum of 10% of the annual earnings will be returned to the principal to 
ensure continued growth of the Byrd Fund. 

 The remainder of the annual earnings will be spent in whatever manner the 
officers of this church deem necessary (as outlined in the Book of Order). 

 

The income earned on the Byrd Fund in 2018 was $18,858.98. This amount has been 

summated to the church in accordance with the fund guidelines. 

The Fair Market was $ 418,389.59 as of June 30, 2019. 

 
Submitted by Trustees: 

Jerry Fouts, Bob Norton and Jerry Crabtree 
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BYRD FUND EARNINGS AND HISTORY 
            Date Received Total Int. & Div 10% Reinvested 40% Church Use 50% Missions 

2/12/1984 $233,373.43 Gift from Byrd Estate 
   

8/12/1984 $21,753.56 Gift from Byrd Estate 
   

Total $255,126.99 
    

1985 
 

$30,400.00 $3,040.00 $12,381.77 $15,200.00 

1986 
 

$27,031.26 $2,703.12 $10,822.51 $13,515.63 

2/8/1987 $35,175.78 Reinvestment from sale of bonds 
   

1987 
 

$23,816.11 (1) $11,908.00 $11,908.00 

1988 
 

$20,490.00 $2,049.00 $8,196.00 $10,245.00 

1989 
 

$26,605.67 $2,660.57 $10,642.26 $13,302.84 

1990 
 

$25,334.61 $2,532.40 $10,129.61 $12,662.01 

1991 
 

$23,382.86 $2,338.29 $9,353.14 $11,691.43 

1992 
 

$25,067.90 $2,506.79 $10,027.16 $12,533.95 

1993 
 

$22,241.79 $2,224.18 $8,895.71 $11,120.90 

1994 
 

$21,698.82 $2,169.88 $8,679.52 $10,849.42 

1995 
 

$23,084.77 $2,308.47 $9,234.02 $11,542.38 

1996 
 

$22,170.78 $2,217.08 $8,868.31 $11,085.39 

1997 
 

$22,430.87 $2,243.09 $8,972.34 $11,215.44 

1998 
 

$23,400.00 $2,345.00 $9,380.00 $11,725.00 

1999 
 

$22,877.66 $2,287.77 $9,151.64 $11,438.83 

2000 
 

$23,500.00 $2,350.00 $9,400.00 $11,750.00 

2001 
 

$23,500.00 $2,350.00 $9,400.00 $11,750.00 

2002 
 

$20,000.00 $2,000.00 $8,000.00 $10,000.00 

2003 
 

$16,500.00 $1,650.00 $6,600.00 $8,250.00 

2004 
 

$16,200.00 $1,620.00 $6,480.00 $8,100.00 

2005 
 

$18,000.00 $1,800.00 $7,200.00 $9,000.00 

2006 
 

$14,061.11 $1,461.11 $5,600.00 $7,000.00 

2007 
 

$17,808.00 $1,781.00 $7,123.00 $8,904.00 

2008 
 

$19,329.18 $1,932.92 $7,731.67 $9,664.59 

2009 
 

$15,719.74 $1,571.97 $6,287.90 $7,859.87 

2010 
 

$18,527.34 $1,852.73 $7,410.94 $9,263.67 

2011 
 

$16,254.61 $1,625.47 $6,501.55 $8,157.31 

2012 
 

$13,555.81 $1,355.58 $5,422.32 $6,777.91 

2013 
 

$12,766.26 $1,276.63 $5,115.30 $6,383.13 

2014 
 

$11,957.05 $1,195.70 $4,782.82 $5,978.52 

2015 
 

$11,236.79 $1,123.68 $4,494.72 $5,618.39 

2016 
 

$12,870.12 $1,287.01 $5,148.04 $6,435.06 

2017 
 

$16,348.50 $1,624.85 $6,539.40 $8,174.25 

2018 
 

$18,858.95 $1,885.90 $7,543.57 $9,429.48 

      Total $290,302.77 $677,026.56 $65,380.19 $273,423.22 $338,532.40 

        

FUND BALANCE AS 6/30/2019  $396,840.13 

(1)Session minutes did not indicate interest returned to principal 
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HAMILTON FUND 

 
The Hamilton Fund was established in 1937 under the terms of the will of Mr. W. O. 
Hamilton. Mr. Hamilton served the church as a deacon and elder in the early 1900’s. He 
was a member of the Building Committee when the sanctuary was built in 1916-17. Mr. 
Hamilton was the father of Mrs. May Neill, a life-long member of the Seneca 
Presbyterian Church. 
 
The will allocated one-half interest in a lot in Gallatin, Tennessee, which at the time had 
a service station thereon. 
 
The property was subsequently sold in 1946 for the sum of $4,500. 
 
The will specified that the interest only be used for the education of any ministerial 
candidate from the Seneca Presbyterian Church, and if none from that church, then to 
the nearest one from any other Presbyterian Church in South Carolina. 
 
Under the current guidelines adopted in 1990 by the Session, the maximum grant to a 
member of the SPC shall be $2,000 per year and to a non-member SC resident, $1,000 
per year. 
 
In June of 2017, the Session approved a one-time grant be awarded to the Foothills 
Presbytery in the amount of $2,000.00. The funds would be earmarked for the Foothills 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry to be used at their discretion to assist an 
Inquirer/Candidate with the cost of educational materials, i.e. books etc.  Also approved 
was an annual grant in the amount of $1,000.00 to be awarded through the Foothills 
Presbytery to assist candidates who are preparing for the Presbyterian Ministry. The 
grant would be known as the “Hamilton Scholarship Fund, Seneca Presbyterian 
Church”. The grant would be awarded in the event there is not a SPC member request. 
 
In 2009, $600.00 from the Hamilton Fund and $400.00 from SPC for a total grant of 
$1,000.00 was given to Mary Kathleen Weeks. Mary Kathleen served the church as a 
part-time youth coordinator while she was a student at Clemson. 
 
Melissa Krabbe was given a grant of $611.37 (one half of the 2010 earnings) for her 
2010 fall semester. The Session added $388.63 bringing her total grant to $1,000.00 
 
Melissa Krabbe was given a grant of $711.33 for her 2011 fall semester along with 
$711.34 to cover a portion of her 2012 spring tuition expense. The Session added the 
additional funds to reach $1,000.00 per semester grant the fund calls for. There have 
been no disbursements or grants since. 
 
The income earned on the Hamilton Fund in 2018 was $1,491.06. There was one 
distribution in 2017 to Foothills Presbytery in the amount of $2,000.00. 
 
The Fair Market was $ 48,379.32 as of June 30, 2019. 
 

Submitted by Trustees: 
Jerry Fouts, Bob Norton and Jerry Crabtree 
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HAMILTON FUND 

 
In March of 2017, a suggestion was made that the trustees may want to visit with 
Foothills Presbytery on the idea of helping a student within our area who may be 
interested in ministry as a career. This suggestion was made as SPC had no members 
who are currently preparing to go into the ministry or any member attending college for 
such. Because of this, no grant request had been received by the trustees in 2016-17. 
 

In the latter part of April, 2017, the trustees met with the Rev. Peggy Swann of the 
Townville Church to gain knowledge and input on the needs for financial assistance for 
candidates who are preparing for the ministry within the Foothills Presbytery. Rev. 
Swann has worked on the Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) for Foothills 
and is very knowledgeable on the needs of the candidates.  CPM is set up to assist 
students in the appropriate steps needed in their formation for service in Christ’s 
Church. The responsibilities of the CPM is primarily an oversight committee guiding the 
Inquirer/Candidate through the process of preparation and providing critical assessment 
functions as a gatekeeper for the church responsible for assuring that only qualified and 
capable persons enter the ordained ministry in the PC (USA)   
 

Due to the lack of request for funds, which resulted in the reinvestment of the interest 
within the Hamilton Fund over the last 6 years, the trustees recommended that a one-
time grant of $2,000.00 be made to the Foothills Presbytery. These funds would be 
earmarked for the Foothills Presbytery Committee on Preparation for Ministry to be 
used at their discretion to assist an Inquirer/Candidate with the cost of educational 
materials i.e. books, etc. 
 

Along with the one-time grant of $2,000.00, the trustees worked with Foothills 
Presbytery to set up an annual grant of $1,000.00 to qualified students.  Foothills has a 
complete list of grants available to students which contains information regarding 
financial aid sources which the Inquirer/Candidate may explore to assist in paying for 
his or her theological education. The grant/fund we are proposing would be known as 
the “Hamilton Scholarship Fund, Seneca Presbyterian Church”. 
 

The insert in the Foothills Presbytery, INQUIRER/CANDIDATE GUIDE TO THE 
ORDINATION PROCESS, reads as follows: 
 
 

“HAMILTON SCHOLARSHIP FUND, SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH” 
 
The funds are intended to assist candidates who are preparing for the Presbyterian 
Ministry. Preference will be given to members and family of the Seneca Presbyterian 
Church (SPC). The maximum grant will be for $1,000 per year and only one grant per 
year will be awarded to candidates who are members of churches located within the 
Foothills Presbytery. The Presbytery CPM will screen all candidates and select one who 
would be approved to make application and be interviewed by SPC. Preference will be 
given to a first - year student and students who have qualified for grant funds in 
previous years allowing SPC to follow the student’s advancement through their 
education process to develop a church family connection with the candidate. Awarded 
applicants will be encouraged to maintain contact with SPC through involvement and 
church visits. Applications should be directed to the Seneca Presbyterian Church, 
attention trustees. 
 
This recommendation and action was approved by our Session on June 26, 2017. 
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HAMILTON FUND 
 
 

1. All loans and grants shall be approved by a majority vote of both the Session and 
the Diaconate in accordance with the terms of the will of Mr. W. O. Hamilton. 

 
 

2. All loan and/or grant requests shall be submitted on application forms provided 
by the trustees of the Seneca Presbyterian Church. 

 
 

3. The Hamilton Fund shall maintain a minimum balance of $20,000.00 unless 
otherwise changed by a majority vote of both the Session and Diaconate. 

 
 

4. The maximum loan or grant to members of the Seneca Presbyterian Church shall 
be $2,000.00 per year. The maximum loan or grant to non-members of Seneca 
Presbyterian Church shall be $1,000.00 per year. 

 

 
5. All applications approved that are within the annual earned interest of the fund 

shall be in the form of a grant. 
 

 
6. All approved applications in excess of the annual earned interest shall be in the 

form of a loan. The rate of interest shall be determined by a majority vote of both 
the Session and the Diaconate at the time of the approval of the loan. 

 

 
7. The Session and Diaconate shall periodically examine the foregoing rules and 

minimum and maximum amounts in order to be reflective of the current economic 
conditions. 

 

 
8. All of the foregoing rules and regulations can be amended by a majority vote of 

both the Session and the Diaconate. 
 

 
Submitted by Trustees: 

Jerry Fouts, Bob Norton and Jerry Crabtree 
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HAMILTON FUND HISTORY 

Date (1) Name Seneca Pres. (Y/N) SC Resident(Y/N) Amount ($) Seminary 

1946-1974 "One young man" given grant (Note in Hamilton Fund records, no amount indicated.) 

     8/15/1983  (2) Tom Dendy Yes Yes $1,000.00 Emory & Henry 

8/15/1983 Ellen Fowler No Yes $500.00 Union 

8/12/1984 Tom Dendy Yes Yes $1,000.00 Erskine 

8/12/1984 Ellen Fowler No Yes $500.00 Union 

8/11/1985 Tom Dendy Yes Yes $1,000.00 Erskine 

8/11/1985 Ellen Fowler No Yes $500.00 Union 

5/11/1986 Ellen Fowler No Yes $500.00 Union 

5/10/1987 Ellen Fowler No Yes $500.00 Union 

7/12/1988 Sam McGregor No Yes $500.00 Columbia 

8/23/1989 Sam McGregor No Yes $500.00 Columbia 

8/23/1989 Tom Dendy No Yes $500.00 Columbia 

   9/5/1990  (3) Tom Dendy No Yes $1,000.00 Columbia 

   7/16/1991  (4) Sam McGregor No Yes $500.00 Columbia 

9/27/1991 Tom Dendy No Yes $1,000.00 Columbia 

3/2/1991 Chip Bailey No Yes $500.00 Columbia 

9/13/1992 Michael G. Nelms No Yes $500.00 Princeton 

2/14/1993 Tom Dendy No Yes $500.00 Columbia 

7/12/1993 Michael Nelms No Yes $1,000.00 Princeton 

3/28/2000 Eric Dillenbeck No Yes $1,000.00 Columbia 

8/4/2000 Ellen Marie Dunn No Yes $1,000.00 Columbia 

6/19/2001 Susan Salena Smith No Yes $1,000.00 Columbia 

6/23/2001 Ellen M. Dunn No Yes $1,000.00 Columbia 

6/22/2001 Eric R. Dillenbeck No Yes $1,000.00 Columbia 

8/18/2002 Susan Salena Smith No Yes $1,000.00 Columbia 

9/15/2002 Eric Dillenbeck No Yes $1,000.00 Columbia 

8/17/2003 Susan Salena Smith No Yes $1,000.00 Columbia 

   6/20/2004 (5) Christi Owen Yes Yes $2,000.00 Princeton 

   12/27/2005 (6) Christi Owen Yes Yes $1,000.00 Princeton 

7/5/2006 (7) Christi Owen Yes Yes $1,000.00 Princeton 

 2/02/2007 (8) Christi  Owen Yes Yes $1,000.00 Princeton 

 9/8/2007 (9) Christi Owen Yes Yes $1,000.00 Princeton 

 4/15/2008 (10} Mary K. Weeks No Yes $1,000.00 Columbia 

JAN. 2009 (11) Mary K. Weeks No Yes $1,000.00 Columbia 

Sept 2010(12) Melissa Krabbe yes yes $1,000.00 Erskine 

Jan. 2011(13) Melissa Krabbe yes yes $1,000.00 Erskine 

Sept 2011(14) Melissa Krabbe Yes Yes $1,000.00 Erskine 

Dec.2011(15) Melissa Krabbe Yes Yes $1,000.00 Erskine 

Oct. 2017 (16) Foothills Presbytery No Yes $2,000.00 Donation 

  (1) Date is either date of application or date approved by the Session 

    (2) Original grant amount was $1,000 for church member and $500 for SC residents 

    (3) Grant was increased to $2,000 for Seneca Church members and $1,000 for SC residents 2/11/90 

  (4) Several grants in 1991 to 1993 were limited to $500 due to the amount of earned interest available 

  (5) Grant funded from church operations budget 
 

    (6) Grant is for one semester at seminary 
  

    (7) Grant is for one semester at seminary funded from  designated memorials 
 

    (8) Grant is for one semester at seminary funded from designated memorials 

  (9) Grant is for one semester at seminary funded from designated funds. It will be Christi's last semester     

(10) Grant of $800.00 from Hamilton Fund SPC added $200.00 because MKW is church youth coordinator     

(11) Grant of $600.00 from Hamilton Fund SPC added $400.00 because MLW is church youth coordinator     

(12) Grant of $613.74 from Hamilton Fund from 2010 earnings SPC added $386.26 

  (13) Grant of $613.74 from Hamilton Fund from 2010 earnings SPC added $386.26 

  (14) Grant of $711.33 from Hamilton Fund 2011 earnings SPC added $288.67 

  (15) Grant of $711.34 from Hamilton Fund 2011 earnings SPC added $288.66 

  (16) One time Grant to the Footballs Presby from the Hamilton Fund to be used by the Foothills Committee on Preparation for Ministry Students 
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ADAMS FUND 

The Adams Fund was established in 2008 with a gift of $44,918.21 from the estate of 

Lawrence G. and Janice Adams. Lawrence Adams was born and raised in Seneca. He 

was the son of long - time SPC members, Pat Adams and Norma Gignilliat Adams. 

After college graduation, Larry, as he was known to many of us, married Janice Shippy 

and they moved to Pennsylvania. Lawrence and Jan Adams joined Seneca 

Presbyterian in 1980. Lawrence served as a deacon, being elected in 1983. The 

following administrative guidelines were set forth in the Adams’ will and were approved 

by the Session: 

 The corpus of the fund should not be invaded at any time. 

 Annual investment earnings will be distributed in the following manner: 

o A minimum of 10% will be returned to the principal to ensure continued 

growth of the fund. 

o The remaining 90% interest shall be divided between church missions and 

Capital Improvements. 

o No interest is to be used for General Operating Fund. 

o The Adams and Byrd Fund Committee will recommend to the Session 

how the 90% of the interest will be spent. 

 

The income earned on the Adams Fund in 2018 was $1,814.07. The income was 

summated to the church at calendar year-end 2018 in accordance with the fund 

guidelines. 

 

The Fair Market was $54,535.88 as of June 30, 2019. 

 

Submitted by Trustees: 

Jerry Fouts, Jerry Crabtree, and Bob Norton 
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ADAMS FUND 

 
 

     

     AMOUNT RECEIVED 
  

     

     

     YEAR 
 

INT & DIV EARNED 10% INVESTED 90% MISSIONS 

     

     2008 
 

$44,918.21 FROM ESTATE OF LARRY AND JAN ADAMS 
 2009 

 
 $2,091.34  $  209.13  $1,882.21 

2010 
 

 $2,090.00  $  209.00  $1,881.00 

2011 
 

 $2,093.53  $  209.35  $1,884.18 

2012 
 

 $1,942.52  $  194.25  $1,748.27 

2013 
 

 $1,048.66  $  104.87  $   943.79 

2014 
 

 $1,139.87  $  113.99  $1,025.88 

2015 
 

 $1,839.48  $  183.95  $1,655.53 

2016 
 

$1,298.05  $  129.80  $1,168.25 

2017 
 

$1,505.93  $  150.60  $1,355.33 

2018 
 

$1,814.07  $  181.40  $1,632.67 

     TOTAL 
 

 $16,863.45  $1,686.34  $11,020.86 

     

     

     FUND BALANCE 
June 30, 2019 $51,726.81 
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ENDOWMENT FUND 

The Seneca Presbyterian Church Endowment Fund was established in 2009 to provide 
a means for the members of the congregation and friends of the church to make future 
and lasting gifts and bequests to the church to support funds approved by the Session 
in conformity with the mission of this church. 
 
Gifts can be: Cash or equivalents, Marketable securities, Real Estate, Life Insurance, 
Trusts, Wills or other bequests along with other personal property. 
 
A committee, consisting of currently-serving trustees, the Finance Committee Moderator 
and the church treasurer, handles all invested funds. 
 
The income from gifts shall be used for the stated purpose of enriching and expanding 
local and global missions of the church and/or major capital expenditures of the church. 
 
A minimum of 10% of the annual earnings will be returned to the principal to ensure 
continued growth.  
 
The principal shall be maintained in perpetuity, except the Session may authorize the 
use of such principal to restore church property in the event of a catastrophe. 
 
The fund has grown considerably since its inception due to the following transaction. 
 

1. A transfer of $2,225.58 from the old SPC Memorial Fund in June of 2010. 
 

2. A very generous bequest from Mr. Frank Brooks of $125,517.07 in November of 
2010. Mr. Brooks was a member for 39 years and died in November of 2009. 

 
The income earned on the Endowment Fund in 2018 was $5,839.13. The income was 

summated to the church in accordance with the fund guidelines 

Fair Market as of June 30, 2019 was $155,498.98. 

 
Submitted by Trustees: 

Jerry Fouts, Jerry Crabtree and Bob Norton 
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HISTORY OF SPC ENDOWMENT FUND 

 

DATE 

AMOUNT 

RECEIVED 

  

INT & DIV 

EARNED 

 

10% 

REINVESTED 90% MISSIONS 

FUND 
BALANCES 

 

 

 
 

8/26/2009 $1,000.00 FUND STARTED BY DICK AND ELAINE BUSHEY  
 

6/18/2010 $2,225.58 FROM OLD SPC MEMORIAL FUND  
 

8/23/2010 $10.00 DONATION  
 

11/1/2010 $125,519.07 FROM THE ESTATE OF FRANK BROOKS  
 

 

 
 

12/31/2010 

   

$25.41 
 

 $ 25.41 $            0  
 

12/31/2011 

   

$2,725.76 
 

 $272.58 $2,453.19  
 

12/31/2012 

   

$2,815.19 
 

 $281.52 $2,533.67  
 

12/31/2013 

   

$3,088.55 
 

 $308.86 $2,779.69  
 

12/31/2014 

   

$3,749.45 
 

 $374.95 $3,374.51 $143,438.83 
 

12/31/2015 

   

$3,443.64 
 

 $344.36 $3,099.28 $139,717.86 
 

12/31/2016 

   

$3,914.71 
 

 $391.47 $3,523.23 $148,591.93 
 

12/31/2017 

   

$4,820.51 
 

 $482.06 $4,338.45 $155,726.17 
 

12/31/2018 

   

$5,839.13 
 

 $583.91 $5,255.22 $147,183.52 
 

 

   

    

 
 

TOTAL 

   

$30,422.35 
 

 $3,065.12 $27,357.24  
 

    

    

 
 

06/30/2019 FAIR MARKET VALUE  $147,183.52 
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ADAMS-BYRD-ENDOWMENT FUND 

 

The Adams-Byrd-Endowment Fund Committee met several times during 2019 to 

consider the distribution of income from these funds. The committee was composed of: 

Mike Shelton, Moderator of Session; Dee Dee White, Moderator of Presbyterian 

Women; Becky Drew, Moderator of Board of Deacons; Helen Kelly, Clerk of Session 

and Moderator of ABE Fund Committee. The last meeting was held on June 19, 2019 to 

finalize previous discussions. 

The Adams Fund is designated for church missions and capital improvements. 

The Byrd Fund is designated for local missions and world-wide missions and shall give 

serious consideration to both.  

The Endowment Fund is designated for enriching and expanding local and global 

missions of the church and/or capital expenditures. 

The recommendations from the committee are: 

Adams Fund   $1,632.66  SPC Budgeted Benevolences 2019-2020 

Byrd Fund  $5,000.00  Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund 

   $1,200.00  Golden Corner Ministries 

$3,229.47  SPC Budgeted Benevolences 2019-2020 

$7,543.58  SPC Capital Improvement/Emergency Account 

Endowment Fund $5,255.22  SPC Budgeted Benevolences 2019-2020 

Total           $23,860.93 

Seneca Presbyterian Church Budgeted Benevolences support several local and global 

ministries such as Golden Corner Ministries, OPSF, Our Daily Rest Shelter, Good 

Samaritan Fund, Ride to Work, Unifed Funds, PCUSA Theological Fund, our 

missionaries and Frontera De Christo. 

In addition, there is a small amount remaining from 2017 income that will be allocated to 

Budgeted Benevolences for 2019-2020. 

 
Submitted By: 

Ann Castle, Finance Moderator 
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HVAC FUND 

 
The HVAC Fund was established in 2017 at the recommendation of the Finance 

Committee to have in place funding for the replacement and repair of the churches’ 

HVAC long - range needs. 

It was the recommendation, with approval of the Session, to create an investment 

account under the oversight of the trustees in the amount of $75,000.00. 

Funding for the investment account would be made up of $50,000.00 from the Krech 

bequest and $25,000.00 from excess cash as the church had a large cash balance at 

the time the fund was set up. 

The fund was designated for HVAC reserve and replacement cost if needed with 

principal not restricted. If, at some time in the future, it was determined the HVAC has 

been updated and the funds are no longer needed for the HVAC, then the Session 

could designate the funds for another purpose. 

In summary, the funds would be used if a HVAC unit goes out and needs repair and/or 

replacement, in the meantime allowing the HVAC reserve investment account to earn 

income and grow for as long as possible. 

The total earnings for the HVAC fund in 2018 were $3,259.39 and the Fair Market was 

$83,539.53 as of June 30, 2019. 

 
Submitted by Trustees: 

Jerry Fouts, Bob Norton and Jerry Crabtree 
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HVAC FUND 

 
 

     

     AMOUNT RECEIVED  $75,000.00   

  
    

 
    

  

     YEAR 
 

INTEREST AND DIVIDENDS TOTAL EARNINGS MARKET VALUE 

     2017 
 

$1,640.02 
 

$78,033.47 

2018 
 

$3,259.39 $4,899.41 $74,987.66 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     06/30/2019 FAIR MARKET VALUE  $83,539.53   

 

  



61 
 

 

KRECH MISSION FUND 

Being aware of Ed Krech’s desire to help those in need, the Session set aside $35,000 

of the Krech bequest to be used to help local ministries and to provide financial 

assistance to church members who express a desire to participate in mission trips and 

disaster assistance. 

A special committee (Krech Mission Fund Committee) was established of SPC 

members to review requests from SPC members for funds. Members of the committee 

are Ann Castle, Dian Yanessa, Lucy Murr, Ann Smith and Paul LaRoche. The Session 

has approved the committee to distribute up to $7,000 per year. The committee will 

meet once a quarter to review proposals; however, they may meet more often if the 

need arises. The committee has indicated a strong preference to receive proposals that 

in some way personally involve a member or members of the church. 

The distributions totaling $ 4,449.81 were made for fiscal year 2018-2019: 

 $949.81 to support the mission trip to New Jersey (Hurricane Sandy project) by 

members of our congregation. 

 $1,000 to ALPS (Alternative Loan Program for Success), a start - up program to give 

people an alternative to a payday loan. 

 $1,000 to Golden Corner Respite Care, a program that provides activities for people 

with dementia or Alzheimer’s to allow caregivers a respite. 

 $500 to Steve and Mary Gibson to assist with back - to - school clothes and supplies 

for their foster children. 

 $1,000 to the SOAR summer program at Blue Ridge Elementary. 

Once these funds are disbursed, the balance in the fund will be $28,250.19. 

A group desiring funding is encouraged to submit a Krech Mission Fund form which 

would include the following: a) local mission/volunteer organization to receive benefit, 

including address, b) reason for suggesting this group, c) recommended amount to be 

disbursed, d) complete description of the assistance provided by the group and how the 

disbursement will be utilized. Forms may be obtained from the office. 

Submitted by: 
Ann Castle, Moderator 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN 
 

The Memorial Garden was dedicated on March 26, 1995. It was established by a gift of 
the Earl Peters family together with gifts made to the Earl Peters Memorial Fund. 
 
The garden fronts Knohl Hall (the Pre-function building). Individuals whose ashes have 
been interred in the garden are listed on a Memorial Plaque mounted near the church 
office as well as on an exterior plaque sited in the garden. The record is also maintained 
in a Remembrance Book stored in a case crafted by Norris Crismore fronting the church 
library. Interments in the Memorial Garden (in chronological order) are as follows: Earl 
Peters, Fred Kuehn, Ed Forus, Tennyson Blackburn, Shirley Moore, Robert Thomas, 
Raymond Smith, Paul Heinz Riedel, Richard K. Lacy, Barbara Willbrandt, Lillian Mabel 
Smith, John Davidson, Rose Forus, Jean Barron, Lambert R. Lozier, Mildred Peters, 
Alma Thomas, James “Cary” Henry, Jack Ritchie, Lois Ritchie, Elaine Bringardner, 
Richard Bringardner, Walter Dost, Jeanne Dost, Howard DeWolf, Rose Hart, Betty 
Turner, Bob Buse, Annice Bandy, John Leslie Catlin, James Ronald Moore, Archie 
Barron, Nancy Dendy, George Hart, Jim Holmquist, Grace Jacobi, Ed Krech, Rich 
Simington, John Shively, and Barbara Norton. From July, 2016 through June of 2017 
our church family lost Ralph Barth, Ada Josey, Nancy Buse, and Joan Lacy. Their 
cremains are interred in the garden. There were no interments in the garden from July, 
2017 through June of 2018. The only interment from July of 2018 through June of 2019 
was Mary Ruth Davidson on June 11, 2019. 
 

The interment fee is $300.00. Its purpose is for the perpetual care and nurture of the 
Memorial Garden. Interment can be made at any time; however, when possible, 
arrangements should be made well in advance of need. At the request of the deceased 
member's family, a brief service of committal will be conducted at the time of the 
interment. 
 

In 2008, the Memorial Garden financial guidelines were amended to reflect better 
stewardship for the church as a whole. To wit: any additional gifts that increase the total 
fund balance in excess of $4,300.00 may be used by specific action of the Session for 
the mission and ministry of Seneca Presbyterian Church. 
 

Since inception, improvements to the garden include: installation of a Celtic Cross on 
the north wall of Knohl Hall in 2002, a granite bench in 2008, an exterior plaque with the 
names of the interred in 2009, and an outdoor fountain with stone surround installed in 
memory of Kem Oelberg in 2013. Also included in the 2013 Memorial Garden project 
were grass removal and killing and a brighter light to shine on the cross. Funds for this 
project were provided by the Kem Oelberg memorial and Memorial Garden funds. A 
second exterior plaque was ordered and installed, and a plaque in memory of Kem 
installed. Existing shrubbery is trimmed and the grounds are freshly mulched as 
needed. Seasonal annuals are planted in selected areas of the garden. 
 

Memorial Garden Committee: 
Lee Oelberg 

Kathy Krech Bridges 
Ann Smith 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seneca Presbyterian Church 
115 West South 1st Street  Seneca, SC  29678 

Interim Pastor – Dr. Mike Shelton                  Parish Associate – Rev. Richard Caldwell 
Pastor Emeritus – Dr. Robert S. Dendy                    Director of Music – Carla Padgett 
Church Secretary – Robin Smith                 Financial Secretary – Glenda Pitts 
Parish Nurse - Ernie Lombard                  Custodian - James Gaines 
Missionary – Dr. Les & Dr. Cindy Morgan                 Custodian – Jonathan Hoover 

Telephone – 864-882-2505                                      FAX – 864-882-2528 

Email – senecachurch@bellsouth.net        Web site: senecapresbyterianchurch.com 

OUR CALLING AS GOD’S PEOPLE IN THIS PLACE 
MISSION STATEMENT ADDENDUM 

 
To be faithful to our mission we commit ourselves: 

 to minister to our older congregation while encouraging growth and development 
of ministry to younger people; 

 to minister to those in need in our community and world; 

 to create meaningful worship experiences, providing different times and styles of 
worship; 

 to provide quality Christian Education by offering a variety of programs to our 
congregation and community. 

We will pursue the above within a framework of: 

 welcoming a diversity of people; 

 working in ecumenical cooperation with our sisters and brothers in Christ; 

 spreading the good news of Jesus Christ; 

 Reaffirming in our worship, life and ministry the strengths of our Reformed faith. 

mailto:senecachurch@bellsouth.net
http://sprez.org/

